
Voids in the floor plates create a 
sense of balance between the sepa-
ration of different functional zones 
and unity between them. A central-
ised electronic organ rises from the 
stage, enhancing the sense of unity 
within the space, as well as providing 
a unique instrument to accompany 
DJs and artists. Circulation encom-
passes the perimeter of the building 
in order to centralise light, sound and 
movement: the components of prima-
ry space. A separate staff circulation 
lift allows for efficient transportation 
of goods and waste between levels.

My night club is very much about the 
experience. The visitors are an integral 
part of my design; it needs direct inter-
action, for the visitor to participate and 
become a part of the work. So much de-
pends on the tactile sensations, and, with-
out the element of time, the experience 
is not easily reduced to a set of images.
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Originating in Manchester in 
the 1980’s, rave culture began in 
abandoned warehouses: dilapi-
dated urban buildings with a re-
newed function. In designing a 
purpose-built night club I have 
sought to capture the essence 
of the muffled grittiness associ-
ated with these grunge locations 
through construction with recy-
cled materials in the organic cave-
like interior. Its amorphous enve-
lope has been dematerialised to 
an essentially pure surface, cre-
ating an interface between reality 
and the complexities of the fanta-
sy land that exists within. Eroded 
openings, subtle intrusions on the 
rectilinear facade, allow minimal 
light and sound to escape, hinting 
at what lies inside, yet, maintain-
ing the mystery concealed within.

The concept of the night club exists on boundaries; 
boundaries between art and architecture, public and 
private, time and timelessness; fantasy and reality. 
My design seeks to find a balance between these op-
posing forces, finding the place where opposites meet. 
The experience resides not on either side, but on the 
line that divides. That line takes on a dimensionality in 
the rift in the facade; it takes on a sense of place and 
shape. It becomes the code that defines the building.
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