Jerusalem
The Bookshop
This semester we were set out to design a building for our given city. Each week we were given exercises to come to a final design for a particular building function within the city. I designed a bookshop for the city of Jerusalem. The bookshop consists of three levels, and a roof garden that will be used for book launches. From wanting to design an interesting set of stairs, I set the goal of my building to have an extravagant form of circulation. With stairs that split at the first landing, I wanted people to make a decision of weather they wanted to go up to the first floor or the second floor. From there, the circulation on each level was formed by the walls in which the books are to be shelved. To get to the roof top, one has to enter a small doorway on the second floor. The set of stairs within the doorway are enclosed by the walls, trying to give off a medieval, castle-like feeling, like walking through a tunnel.
The building is made of Jerusalem stone, and contains thick interior curved walls. Within the walls, there are small seating hubs for people to sit and read in. The ground floor contains two adjoining outdoor courtyards, and a small café. Even though it is a bookstore, I wanted people to still be able to sit inside or out and read without having to purchase a book. The register desk on the ground floor connects with the interior curved walls, and is also made out of Jerusalem stone, making the register look as though it is part of the wall.
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