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Editorial

The articles in this volume of CHANGE: Transformations in Education are written from
diverse perspectives using a variety of discipline bases, contexts and theoretical orienta-
tions. The editors are pleased to note the international flavour of the papers in this issue.
We have two papers each from Hong Kong and Singapore and several from various
states in Australia. Each of these papers in its own way promotes discussion of a wide
range of issues, themes and problems arising from the varieties of change which now
impact upon education at every level, in different contexts and with varied results.

In the first article, Geoffrey Riordan and Paul Chesterton from New South Wales
report on a study that analysed an attempt by a principal at a traditional independent
boys’ school to change curriculum practices and school policies in order to produce
graduates who were independent learners capable of persevering with university study.

The second article, by Anne Jasman, Lesley Payne and Shirley Grundy from Western
Australia, reports the findings from an Australian Research Council-funded research
project investigating teacher educators’ construction of knowledge for teacher education.
The study focused on what teacher educators learn from and with their interactions with
teachers, and the interactions and relationships between teachers and teacher educators,
which facilitate this construction of knowledge. In this study teacher educators are found
to construct their knowledge from and with teachers’ personal practical knowledge and
an understanding of their professional knowledge contexts.

John Retallick from Charles Sturt University in New South Wales argues in the third
article that teacher-constructed portfolios represent a new way of learning for teachers
by encouraging them to reflect on their everyday practice. Retallick argues that portfo-
lios provide a useful way of documenting teacher learning.

In article 4, by Jill Forster and Mike Horsley, the focus is on the application of case-
based and problem-based teaching in a teacher education program at the University of
Sydney. Forster and Horsley claim that case-based teaching is effective in four main
ways: learning is active, it is reflective, it is collaborative and, finally, that learning
occurs. Their results indicate that individual, small-group and whole-group student
reactions to cases were markedly different. They claim that this in turn influenced stu-
dent collaboration and reflection.

Articles 5 and 6 are from academics working at the National Institute of Education in
Singapore. Jason Tan and S. Gopinathan describe an innovation in educational financing
in Singapore. This article illustrates the case of a government continuing to invest
heavily in education against the backdrop of cutbacks in government expenditure on
education in a number of countries. The article describes the Edusave scheme, which
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commenced in 1993 and was used to provide schools and individual students with
annual grants for educational expenditure. It was also used to provide individual stu-
dents with scholarships based on academic merit and to provide bursaries on the basis of
academic merit and financial need. Following this article, Steven Coombs and Ian Smith,
also from the National Institute of Education, recognise the contribution that information
technology (IT), which they argue offers flexible education solutions, brings to teaching
and learning. They suggest that an IT learning environment offers the potential to enable
critical and creative thinking skills by learning in classrooms as well as at home. This
paper analyses a module on IT in the postgraduate diploma of education program
offered to teacher education students in Singapore. »

Papers 7 and 8 are from academics working at the Chinese University of Hong
Kong. In article 7 Clive Dimmock and Allan Walker, writing from a Hong Kong policy
context, argue that while policy reforms in the international arena become more conver-
gent, and while policy-makers ignore the specific conditions of local contexts, the likeli-
hood of securing successful transformation of school systems becomes more remote.
Article 8, by Jack Lam, focuses on distance education as an alternative mode of educa-
tional delivery. Using Canadian data Lam describes some of the issues that emerged
when the same instructor used three different types of delivery.

In the final article in this edition, Bernadette Hood, Cynthia Fan and Gerard
Kennedy examine questions of transition between secondary and tertiary psychology
programs. On the basis of their findings, Hood and her colleagues claim that only stu-
dents with low Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) aggregate scores show a signifi-
cant positive relationship between secondary school psychology and tertiary psychology
performance scores. Their data also indicates that the successful transition between sec-
ondary and tertiary education in psychology appears to be primarily determined by
generic aspects of student ability, with discipline-based knowledge being of secondary
importance.
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