Tokyo pod hotel - text

Tokyo…a city rich in art, fashion and eclectic mixtures of traditional and contemporary architecture.

Adhering to the avant gard nature of Tokyo, the Tokyo pod hotel brings organic and free flowing forms to the city’s landscape.

Situated in the asakusa region of Tokyo, a popular shopping destination, the hotel lies adjacent to the nakamise dori shopping strip, a traditional market set up.

The focus of the Tokyo pod hotel is to provide a form of public space to allow the general public to interact and be involved with the surrounding site and architecture.

Capturing the lucid and ephemeral beauty of sea creatures, the ground floor is entirely made of  public domain, a place where people can eat, meet up with friends, relax and explore.

The public space is divided into three sections, the first a bar, where food and beverages are serves and a social environment is provided. The second space is the administration or reception of the hotel where guests can sit, relax and wait to be submerged into the world below where they will find their pods.

The third space is a luscious green room, for ultimate relaxation ergonomic furniture is installed so that visitors can take in the natural environment surrounding them and experience the pleasure of the light and uplifting architecture.

 These three spaces are located in a series of translucent domes, this opacity is a reference to the traditional use of rice paper in Japanese architecture. The opaque skin does not create a barrier between the inside and out, rather it fuses the two together allowing guests to relax in a comforting, luminous environment whilst still feeling present in the city’s landscape.
Below ground level lies the hotel. spiralling downwards, the pods are attached to a central circulation shaft. the main feature of the hotel are its walls, to create a sense of depth and nature, three of the walls are green walls and the fourth is littered with water tanks to provide light and show off the direct inspiration for the hotels design, jellyfish.

The hotel aims to create a unique and relaxing experience for guests.

