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My installations reference Australian immigration case law and related reports regarding 
the use of hotels/motels as ‘alternative places of detention’ or the acronym, APODs. A 
2023 Australian Human Rights Commission report observed that hotel/motel guests 
would not be aware that their holiday accommodation was also a place of immigration 
detention. This dichotomy between resort pleasure and oppressive surveillance 
underpins these artworks.  
 
1. The APOD Solution 
7 neon flex signs, dimensions variable, with looped video of Ai promptographs, 8:54 
mins 
 
The light installation evokes the nostalgic aesthetic of retro hotel/motel neon signs, 
sapped of their usual bright and welcoming colours. The nostalgic aesthetic is 
subverted by the signs’ content – legal text from immigration case law regarding 
hotels/motels as ‘alternative places of detention’ or APODs. The text includes legal 
terminology used to delineate or ‘other’ people held on detention. The Ai promptograph 
images respond to the weirdness of APOD hotels/motels as destinations for fun family 
holidays and, simultaneously, prolonged and traumatic detention.  
 
2. In the Palm of our Hands 
Looped video, 2:18 mins with audio 
 
This fractured poetic text is from evidence presented in an immigration detention case 
documenting the onerous conditions of extended hotel/motel detention. The text is 
projected onto skin with glitches referencing the heavily surveilled bodies of APOD 
detainees. 
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