
Influencers of Vienna 
Reconstructing a bel canto scene 

Is it possible to re-imagine how late 18th-century singers sounded? 

Immerse yourself in bel canto era Vienna as you explore its central influencers, and how 
their centuries old creative practices have been brought to life by new research. 

Inspired by evidence such as historical annotated performance scores, wax recordings and 
a phonograph, researchers employ practice-led methods of recording emulation (imitation) 
embodiment and extrapolation to ‘re-discover’ and perform this ‘beautiful singing’ for 
today’s audiences. 
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Adelina Patti (1843-1919) Italian opera diva, 1882, 
London Stereoscopic & Photographic Co. 
A photograph from The Theatre,  A Monthly Review, Volume V, 
January to June, 1882, edited by Clement Scott, Charles Dickens & 
Evans, London, 1882 (above)

Johanna Maria Lind (1847), known as the Swedish Nightingale: 
a sensation throughout Europe and the United States (right)







Adelina Patti, soprano; Landen Ronald, piano
78rpm 30 cm: Gramophone "Patti" 03062
Matrix nr.:  553f
Recorded:  December 1905





García, aged 100 (1905)
John Singer Sargent (1856–1925)






























