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Statement of originality

I declare that the research presented here is my own original work and has not been submitted to any

other institution for the award of a degree.



List of Compositions and Performance Information

Recordings of the works in this Portfolio of Compositions can be accessed at

https://peggypolias.com/dma-portfolio-of-compositions-2022/, or contact the candidate directly via

https:// peggvpolias.com/ contact/ .

Secret (2019)

for concert flute/alto flute, fixed backing track and gate effect
Duration: 11'18"

First performed by Claire Chase (flutes); Recorded by Levy Lorenzo
Performance date: 29 September 2019

Performance venue: National Sawdust, Brooklyn, New York, USA

Commute (201 8-20)

a chamber opera, for 3 singers, small ensemble and electronics:
Odyssea (mezzo-soprano), Suitor 1 (tenor), Suitor 2 (baritone), flute, clarinet (doubling on bass
clarinet), percussion, piano, violin (doubling on viola), double bass

Duration: c¢.20’

Commissioned by Sydney Chamber Opera, co-presented with Carriageworks as part of the Breaking
Glass quadruple bill production.

Production credits: Clemence Williams (Director of Commute & The Invisible Bird); Danielle Maas
(Director of Her Dark Marauder & The Tent); Charles Davis (Set & Costume Design); Alexander Berlage
(Lighting Design); David Bergman (AV Design); Ben Carey (Sound Design); Pierce Wilcox (Writer &
Dramaturg); Jason Thelwell (Production Manager); Ellen Castles, Ayah Tayeh (Stage Management)

Musician credits: Jack Symonds (Conductor & piano); Huw Belling (Assistant Conductor); Jessica
O’Donoghue (Odyssea); Mitchell Riley (Suitor 1); Simon Lobelson (Suitor 2); Lamorna Nightingale
(flute); Jason Noble (clarinets); Alison Pratt (percussion); James Wannan (violin/viola); Ben Ward

(double bass)

Filmed March 2020, released online 24 April 2020

Recording venue: Carriageworks



Street Sketches (2018)

for 13 instruments:
flute, oboe (doubling on cor anglais), clarinet (doubling on bass clarinet), bassoon (doubling on
contrabassoon), horn, trumpet, trombone, percussion, violin 1, violin 2, viola, cello, double
bass

Duration: c. 12’

First performed by the Sydney Symphony Orchestra Fellows; conducted by Roger Benedict
Performance date: 12 October 2018

Performance venue: Recital Hall West, Sydney Conservatorium of Music

Order of movements in the premiere performance was: VOICES, CIRCLES, BACKBEAT, DREAMS,
LOW

Streets (2019)

for orchestra:
2 flutes, 2 oboes (2nd doubling on cor anglais), 2 clarinets (2nd doubling on bass clarinet), 2
bassoons (2nd doubling on contrabassoon), 4 horns, 2 trumpets, 3 trombones, tuba, timpani, 3
percussion, harp, violin I, violin II, viola, violoncello, double bass

Duration: c.13’

Workshop performance by Sydney Symphony Orchestra; conducted by Roger Benedict
Workshop date: 7 November 2019
Workshop venue: Seymour Centre, The University of Sydney

Sonata: Ode (2019)

for solo piano

Duration: c.24'

Performed by Bernadette Harvey (piano) in a special adapted version with the addition of spoken word
throughout, and cello in movement 3, “Silencing.” Excerpts from the poetry of Enheduanna were
recited by Ravel, and Miles Mulin-Chivers performed on cello.

Performance dates: 16, 17, 18 January 2020

Performance venue: Museum of Contemporary Art, Sydney, within the installation artwork War Room
(2015;2019) by Cornelia Parker as part of Ode: Sonata, a Sydney Festival 2020 solo concert by
Bernadette Harvey.

As at the date of lodgement there is a forthcoming solo performance by Bernadette Harvey, December
2022, in Coffs Harbour, NSW.






PEGGY POLIAS

Secret

(2019)

for concert flute, alto flute,
fixed backing track & gate effect







Duration 11 minutes, 18 seconds

Creation Note

Secret was written especially for flutist Claire Chase, for September 2019 performance in New York, USA. This
extended version has been developed out of initial workshops with Chase at the Sydney Conservatorium of
Music, The University of Sydney, as part of the Composing Women 2018-19 program, towards a Doctor of

Musical Arts (Composition) candidacy under the supervision of Prof. Liza Lim.

Program Note

Secret (2019) is for concert flute and backing track with a gate effect interfacing between them, triggering the
backing track to sound only when the flute plays. What comes to the surface are partial moments of very old,
unreleased recordings of the composer as singer-songwriter, excavating an archive of private work to explore

themes of vulnerability in artistic communication, self-curation and an aesthetics of lo-fi.

Instrumentation

Concert Flute, doubling on Alto Flute
Fixed stereo backing track (can be obtained digitally from the composer via www.peggypolias.com)

Gate audio effect (software or hardware device)

Additional equipment

Microphone: to input flute signal to Gate

PA/speakers: for playback of backing track in the live space

Timer device: to follow timecode cues (counting whole seconds eg software device, stopwatch, smartphone)
Leads and/or audio desk/interface: as needed to communicate between flute signal, gate & backing track.

Amplification of the flute is not required but can be set up optionally. The output of the backing track playback
via PA/speakers should be balanced with the live flute.

An Ableton Live 10 file has been set up with backing track, gate effect and on-screen Max for Live timer. To

obtain a copy contact the composer via www.peggypolias.com.



Routing

Whether the set-up is realised using physical or virtual equipment, the flute, backing track and gate effect need
to interact as follows:

Live Flute signal =

J

(optional)
Microphone =
via PA Audience/
@ SIDECHAIN auditorium

via lead/software/
desk/interface

= =

via lead/software/ Gate effect

Backing track
via PA

mixing desk/interface

Gate specifications
The gate effect is applied to the backing track. The flute signal is set as the sidechain. Gate settings:

Threshold: variable, dependent on environment. Allows gate to open momentarily on whispers in
opening passage. Not triggered by ambient sounds.

Hysteresis: c.12dB difference (to close the gate once open)

Attack setting: ~ 250ms (duration of fade in)

Release setting:  500ms (duration of fade out)

Range setting: ~ complete silence when gate is closed, ie device minimum

Line 2 of the score gives a graphic representation of the “tail-gate” effect to be expected.

Scoring Notes

The score is marked with timecode, in seconds, to the duration of the backing track.

" . L . ) . . . )
4 The larger font markings at the beginnlng of sections assist with maintain synchronisation with
the backing track.

Smaller font markings appearing throughout can be considered a more flexible guide to timing

and pace.

There is a little room to gain time or pause longer if needed via the silences scored at the end of each section with

a suggested duration.

Four seconds of silence are built into the beginning of the backing track and score to allow time to trigger the

track and prepare to commence performance.



The durational content is set out:
In regular metered bars,
With dotted barlines in 2 or 3 second blocks, or
With tick marks to indicate the passing of 1 second.

In the absence of consistent barring, line numbers are marked to the left of each stave rather than bar numbers.

Stemless noteheads are used in passages with flexible rhythm:
o Black noteheads indicate shorter relative durations.
o White noteheads indicate longer relative duration and possibility to sustain.

Timing of stemless noteheads is proportional to their horizontal placement in a given time block (ie 1 or 2

seconds) and somewhat flexible.

— Arrows are sometimes used to show continuation and end points of longer duration sounds.

Performance Notes

Multiphonics: fingerings are indicated in the score.

> Diamond noteheads signify air sounds. Indicate breathy, Aeolian sound, through the instrument,

sometimes with consonant or vowel specified.

Where “Inhale audibly” is marked, the intent is gestural and ritualistic. Level of audibility is up to the discretion

of the performer. This may not necessarily trigger the Gate.

“t” Consonant attacks on played notes are sometimes specified in the score.

Vocal/verbal material consists of:
Whispering the specified text in normal speech rhythms or as indicated,
Singing with open vowels or indicated words, or
Humming while playing pitches as specified.

Vocal and sung material is divided into 2 respective staves in the B-Section (7°38” onwards) to aide readability for

simultaneous material.



Transposing playing score
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2'54""|Chorus I: “Scrawls in red ink”
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PEGGY POLIAS

Commute

(2018-20)

a chamber opera for 3 singers,

small ensemble and electronics







Ensemble

Mezzo-Soprano: ODYSSEA
Tenor: SUITOR 1
Baritone: SUITOR 2

Flute

Clarinet in B flat, doubling on Bass Clarinet
Percussion
Piano (acoustic or digital) and Synthesizer

Violin, doubling on Viola
Double Bass

Electronics/ backing tracks (Prerecorded tracks and Ableton Live or alternative software preparation can be

obtained digitally from the composer via www.peggypolias.com)

Duration c.20 minutes

Creation Note

Commute was written especially for Sydney Chamber Opera, for March-April 2020 performance, following
development and a preview performance in July-August 2018. Ultimately due to the COVID-19 pandemic it
received its premiere as part of the Breaking Glass production in filmed format, via online streaming. This work
has been undertaken as part of the Composing Women 2018-19 program, towards a Doctor of Musical Arts
(Composition) candidacy under the supervision of Prof. Liza Lim, at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music, The

University of Sydney.

Performance Notes

Vocal parts include spoken material, sometimes in natural speech rhythms, sometimes with specified notation.

The English libretto also uses some Modern Greek counting numbers and a small fragment of Ancient Greek
from Homer’s Odyssey. They are included in the Libretto in original alphabetisation, transliteration to Roman

characters and translation. In the score they are transliterated to their approximate Roman equivalent.

> Diamond noteheads in the vocal parts signify a breathy, percussive, beatboxing style.

In passages marked Tempo ad lib. black notcheads (@) indicate shorter relative duration and white noteheads
(o) indicate longer relative duration.

In Episode I all vocal and instrumental parts include some clapping. SUITORS 1 & 2 can replace some of the
notated clapping with various forms of body percussion, eg clicking fingers, beating chest, slapping thighs.

Transliteration of the fixed electronic backing track in this score is approximate and descriptive, giving a guide to

the sonic content of a given section.






Commute

CHAMBER OPERA 2018-20

A daily public commute, a homeward journey, retold in episodes inspired by Ancient Greeck myth and in particular
Homer's Odyssey. The protagonist Odyssea’s journey “from A to B” is an interior one, from the dread and/or occurrence
of street harassment to a state of relief, of freedom to move through the city. The two Suitors re-enact mythical

monsters who gradually lose their potency transforming back into mere men.

Cast
ODYSSEA: Mezzo-Soprano. A Commuter.

SUITOR 1: Tenor

SUITOR 2: (High) Baritone

Setting
The barest representation, literal or otherwise, of a generic public space, eg. a lit streetlight at night, possibly a footpath,

bus stop or similar. The work is set in a city but detached from any particular time or place.

Libretto

PRELUDE: Amen I

[ODYSSEA and SUITORS 1 & 2 are onstage. An electronic track plays a white noise version of the so-called “Amen
Break,” a drum loop sampled thousands of times across western popular music genres. SUITORS 1 & 2 vocalise hard

consonants only, joined by members of the ensemble as a Chorus. ODYSSEA is silent throughout the Prelude.]

Vocalisations [SUITORS & Ensemble]: repeat the indicated consonants at each rehearsal mark, in any order:

Rehearsal [1]: m/n
[2]: 1/y/w
B: b/d/g
[4]: z/ v/ dh(9)
G p/t/k
[6]:  s/f/th(®)

EPISODE I: O Hekatoncheiris (The Hundred-Handed)

[ALL singers present. SUITORS 1 & 2 are as if one conjoined being, a Hekantoncheiris, that is, a hundred-handed
mythical creature. The Hundred hands and heads are in the verbal counting and clapping and need not be represented
visually unless it would serve the production. ODYSSEA is possibly still and/or her way is obstructed physically/
metaphorically by the SUITORS at the beginning of this episode. ODYSSEA begins silent but starts to finds her voice.]



The Growing of the Hands
SUITORS 1 & 2 [in Modern Greek]:

'Eva, Avo, Tpla, Téooepa, [1évte, 'EEL, Epta, Oytw, Evwéa, Aéka,
[Ena, Dhio, Tria, Tessera, Pende, Exi, Ephta, Ochto, Ennea, Dheka,
[One, Two, Three, Four, Five, Six, Seven, Eight, Nine, Ten,

Eikoaoy, Tplavta, Zapavta, llevivta, EEqvta, ERSounvta, Oydévta, Evevivta, Ekatd.
Eikosi, Trianda, Saranda, Peninda, Exinda, Evdhominda, Ogdhonda, Eneninda, Ekato. |

Twenty, Thirty, Forty, Fifty, Sixty, Seventy, Eighty, Ninety, A Hundred.]

SUITORS 1 & 2: ODYSSEA:
A hundred heads and a hundred hands. H(uh), (uh)N, D(ch), R(eh),
Hunting and hungry. K(eh), T(eh).

A hundred hungry or one hunger, hundredfold?
A hundred hunted or one hunter, hundredfold?

Song: Hundred

ODYSSEA: One Hundred hands SUITORS 1 & 2:
One Hundred places H(uh), (uh)N, D(eh), R(eh)
One Hundred eyes
One Hundred gazes

One Hundred bodies
One Hundred faces

One Hundred mouths
One Hundred times

One Hundred words

One Hundred crimes

ODYSSEA: SUITORS 1 & 2:
I name each head and name each hand. Will she speak my name?
Hurting and angry, Angry,
Disarming one hundred memories, She has called my name.

Severing one hundred dreads,

Who is hungry now? Who is hungry?
Who is hurting now? Who is hurting?
Who is hunting now?

The Severing of the Hands
[The SUITORS’ count down represents the severing of their hundred hands, of their hold. As ODYSSEA’s words
unfold, they retreat gradually, physically/metaphorically.]



Journal

SUITORS 1 & 2 [in English]: ODYSSEA:
One Hundred, Ninety, Eighty, From the abyss of memory,
Seventy, Sixty, one memory suddenly emerged.
Fifty, Forty, Thirty, Twenty, I questioned the reliability of the mind.
Ten, Nine, Eight, Seven, [ agonised over releasing it, in plain words,
Six, Five, Four, but in the end, I could not.
Three, Two, One. It faded with tears, and time.

[ODYSSEA proceeds, physically/metaphorically.]

INTERLUDE: Amen IT

[Instrumental. The ensemble plays an acoustic (scored) white noise version of the “Amen Break.” There are no

electronics or voices. Sounds are without specific pitch. ]

EPISODE II: To Mati (The Eye)

[ALL singers present. SUITORS 1 & 2 interact as if one conjoined being, a Kyklopes (Cyclops), a one-eyed giant. This eye
(and “I”) is a metaphor for the “male gaze,” looking, watching but not seeing. This relates to themes of surveillance, the
camera, lighthouse, panopticon, etc and can be interpreted freely in terms of staging/visual elements. ODYSSEA starts
to find her feet, while the SUITORS as KYKLOPES have an internal conflict as one begins to “see.”]

ODYSSEA: Wading through a stream,
Drawn into the wine-dark sea,
Mirror of the midnight air.
Treads in opaque waters.

Eig oivorta movtov. (Eis oinopa ponton./Into the wine-dark sea.]'

Everyman, Noman
SUITORS 1 & 2: We are Kyklopes,

One-windowed tower: pillar of light
Shining a lamp, intense and bright,
Scanning for the lost in the night

To chaperone with blinding sight.

Song: She feels
ODYSSEA: She feels a glaring gaze,
One E}/efollows, She is slowing.

She sees a Beacon burning,

! Homer, Odyssey, eg Book 1, Line 183.



One Eye watches, Disorienting.

SUITOR 1: Iam
SUITOR 2: We are
SUITORS 1 & 2: Kyklopes,

Enas Kapoios [A Somebody], Everyman,

The Celebrated Man In The Street,

John Common, The Man On The Bondi Tram,
We are Old Mate: Noman.

ODYSSEA: She feels a sudden pang,
I realise: She is Me.
I see Kyklopes’ vision,

Narrow view, Distorting.

SUITOR 1: I was

SUITOR 2: They were

SUITORS 1 & 2: Kyklopes,

SUITOR 2: Kyklopes towers above the law,

SUITOR 1: Maybe I was just One in a larger crowd?
SUITOR 2: Kyklopes fuels a brighter light,

SUITOR 1: Maybe I’'m not the same person I was before?
SUITOR 2: Kyklopes sharpens his focus, . ..

SUITOR 1: Maybe I could learn to see?

[SUITORS possibly retreat, now or before the end of the Episode.]

ODYSSEA: I feel, the streets are warm,
Rising sun, on My surroundings,
I see a winding path,
Rosy rays, Remembering.

POSTLUDE: Dawn

[ODYSSEA onstage, cither alone or with SUITORS, who are silent. ]

ODYSSEA [in Ancient Greek]:

fuog 8’ fpryévela @dvn pododdxtuiog Hag
[Emos dh’eriyeneia phane Rhodhodhaktulos Eos...]
[As soon as Dawn appeared, fresh and Rosy-fingered. ..}’

? Homer, Odyssey, eg Book 2, Line 1.



SCOREIN C

Commute

¢.20-40"

PRELUDE: Amen I

¢.20-40"

Music and words: PEGGY POLIAS

(based on the needs of the production)

ODYSSEA [Onstage but silent throughout Prelude]
zz0- JHHC |
(Mezzo X !
Soprano)

PP S

Spoken consonant sounds: (sustain on any
tone natural/comfortable for your voice)

SUITORS . 4 i
1862 |y L /J m repeat independently ad lib. till next cue L. /J L sim. )
(Tenor & L™\ il i il !
Baritone) m/n 1/y/w
pp v
Spoken consonant sounds: (sustain on any
tone natural/comfortable for your voice)
Ensemble . S rp - f
repeat independently ad lib. till next cue sim.
R (=~ 1= 7 5 e 7 '
Perc. | I, — gl | I | gl | |
i i | T i | 1
Pno. | [
Vla./D.B.) m/n 1/y/w
| Trigger [A] pre-recording
J = ¢.126 sempre rit. poco a poco (a4 = c.88) ¢
Electronics/ —% = = - : |
Bacmg e XA = ! ! 7 = i |
[White noise riff throughout modelled on "Amen break."]
P cresc. poco a poco
c.20-40" c.20-40"
°P. My ' - | ' - |
(M.-S.)
mp f mp S
surt. ||y I ) L L . ,
te2 M I = il B [ Hl | |
b/d/g z /v / dh(9)

rp

&

Ens. [

i
I
z /v / dh(9)

Elec./

Backing

.20-40" .20-40"
| l6l; |
oD 1y v = ' 0
(M.-S.)
nf S nf S
SUIT. |y Il ) .1 il |8 ,J I} H
re2 UM I = il  |§ Hi| il
p/t/k s/ f/th (B)
rp rp S
= Il | T i |
Ens. |HEF—» 8l & F H
| I Il | I r i |
K 14 \
p/t/k s/ £/ th(©)
Maximum duraiton
of Prelude is backing
¢ @ ¢ (fade out) track duration of4'24%
Elec./ [ ! i |
Backing LT i i

© Peggy Polias 2018-20
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EPISODE I: O Hekatoncheiris (The Hundred-Handed)

The Growing of the Hands
A growing cacophonyJ =88 fC]ap hands

sim.

SUITOR 1

N>
N

3
N

&
S

il

il

G
P

(Tenor)

f Clap hands

L r

L r

SUITOR 2

N

ND el

il

Do

D

il

il

(Baritone)

7

L7

Clap hands

i

Flute

il

D

il

Mo

Do

il

CQ§>k>
N

Fr

Clap hands

i

Bass Clarinet

N

il

il

il

il

il

Do

in Bb

S

Clap hands

Percussion

Bl

Mot

il

bl

il

et

CQ;’tD
N

F_T

Clap hands

i

il

il

il

il

Piano

CQ§>k>
N

Fr

i

i

NF

Clap hands

Viola

Dy

M

il

Dy

il

M

o

Fr

Clap hands

Double

N

il

D

il

M

il

Do

Bass

Electronics/

7/ \,D
-

F_r

| Trigger [B] pre-recording

Triangle wave tones

Hiie

L

L

L

Backing track

Z

o>

[

MP poco a poco cresc.

AB (110 Hz)

* Throughout this passage SUITORS 1 & 2 can aslo replace clapping with: finger clicks, thigh slaps,

chest slaps/beats, tapping own or other's checks, etc. at the discretion of the dramaturg/producer.

R == R ¢, ¢ 3
(Ten.) E)V e o i o e | —
P ~—
P o I I
MP poco a poco cresc. 9
R (17 t rr 3 [» e 7e v & B
(Bar.) i I 1 | I i i Lan ) |§
L]+ LT — LT
E na Dh io Tri a
J
)
’{ z 2 z 2 5 z 2 2 & & 2 & 13
FL. {—= S /S rS S S S rS |§
* LT L[ L7 LT .y LT
(take instrument)
) —+ ¥ ¢ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ 3
B.CL |IEF=% i i r /S i i rS i i rS r i i P = 2
I ] = 3 ] | ] I ] |
)
s — ¥ 15— ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ 13
Perc. [ fan WP rS TV & rS S & rS S |%
)
> - 5 - - 3
G 2
Pno rp mp Prp |mp
tr tr
) o— i 3
/- — = | 2
e o 2 2 = .
—v
8 el
19—+ ¥ 5 ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ i)
Vla. IH—¢ rS P/ S & r rS 7S 7 Ig
(take instrument) sul pont.
Db > = 5 = DrIe 3
1® 5 8
N mon
€T
Elec./ |y otz = 112 He 111 He
ec " P (’—PE|%
Backing %1 o



llns llnsal S s H =i sl i o
P sl < o
L m<f & : :
’ . . s 2NN =
g
™y ~y g Ny \M.. ~y 1 i
| Il Ny
i [ [ g
i1l .
N =
N g
(8
i £
L g m I
I, ©
™ = [N = £ = i .
Wy . & s illlg g
N = N ow & e[| = || g 8 e \n S
| I RIIES AN
~ 1 ¢ N ~ L1
]
1 ~t g ~
4 N N :
2
Pax A\ —~ =
Iy = \ma?m.. g =
I :
] AL A £
TG m_ .
m & TN & o e g mﬂ g g | m; b
| 1~y L 1~y ~e
o 1 A ' o IND| DI
i 0 i | Ny :
e - g
mv
b
Ui
k) 2 | TR
L I .Jﬂ 2 1 2
L) _m [ 1 Tu oy ~t ~y g
o Y ol o o RN L
Gl N Y N o e
\ \ 2,
-~ o~ = = 9 3 ] < S ¥
C~| P 55} @] = =} — D .|u Im
Ee  E£ = £ = ” =g
w w

0
>

En-

~e

~y

~y

oL

BI.N

~

[~
P30

L

&%
¥

K
T
&

jpe T

..
)

)

be ®
i

L 3

En-

to

Och

ta

fl
D7

mf

mp

flz

(5 %
D¢
)

mp

NV TRy A

4|

p\vAs

mf

mp

aASd

y 4N
ANS7A 3

mp

=

&-

norm.

™~

(take instrument)

&) =

| ha'W A
e =F

A4

nf

(@]

114 Hz

SUIT. 1
(Ten.)

SUIT. 2

(Bar.)

FL.

Perc.

Pno.

Vla.

Elec./
Backing

106 Hz



f5mam T T T T
(mf)

g

sul pont.

mf

growly, grungy, freely

oL

- ka
- ka
b

Dhe
norm.
PO
mp
mp
e @
(o)
mf
e
105 Hz

Dhe

F<
mp

tr

(harmonic trill)
be

norm.
mp
L

L ®

et L EE

e
mf
=

>

>

[ —

ne

hii oo

ne

115 Hz

LT

&

> 4
ANS"4
rax

) O
y 4
[ fan)
&)
ey

y¥ ) —

L4
AL

~y

~y

~y

Y
o
s

;A /

be

4 =4

da
da

an
an

Tri
Tri

nf

flz.

be
P mf

b

J

— _~

freely

be

(mf)

152

growly, grungy,

mf

- si

Ei - ko
flz.

P’ A /A

A

| fa W A7
")

X (DT
L 3

ANV 3

ANV 3

o X O

y

y /1
L 3
I/
- 3

SUIT. 1
(Ten.)
SUIT. 2
(Bar.)
Fl.

B. Cl.
Perc.
Pno.
Db.
Elec./
Backing

SUIT. 2
(Bar.)
Perc.

Pno.

(harmonic trill)

tr
8

95 Hz

O ol

2O o
o

125 Hz

o
(@)

—_

| haW A
e =F

1 IDW A

Vla.
Db.
Elec./
Backing
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A L AN g ©
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b

b

norm.

- da

65 Hz

™

- ne - nin

()

norm.

IV isK

v

z

flz.
42

mf)
Ze—|
vE:

=

(harmonic trill)

ey
r

N

by
IVisx

155 Hz

7K

]

dhon - da.

e

15)

g o=

t

)t
$ )
$ )

e 3
Y AV

Vi V=D

DY)

N L=
y 4

[ fan W A

y 4

ANI"A S
) %

| ha'W A

o) 4

SUIT. 2

< ] < " m
A AN S 1 ' 12
‘I ’ : .
N | | |
A N ! A
N m m Py .
N, N, Qg | T Rl e TN 9| I\
H 1 14
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\
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~d H A
- BN |
. £
1 =}
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2 20 T .M m han 2 |Dﬁ.=—r
< e . :
U um SN | 1
Ei z NS "
=} o 1
1% o 1
g g :
g g Al N : Nl A
= M = M H '
3 3 : g
< a=l ' =1
3 Y 2
- < ! E
g g 1
z 2 _
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oy 4 oﬂ? Q) : _Lm_n\ o0
= A : e
H e
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NN s Al 2 :
A .\H— m >.L_ = :
ExS X i
R R g m
g B S : )
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1 B s
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N U RN ﬁ
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(X ¥
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SN AL D %ﬂ N N
SIN P
—_ o~ — 5] s < -
- B O 5 £ = g2
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5¢ 5 = B "
w v

mf

slowing

)

applause

ﬂ. Shout:

L2
1y
i 3

@
¥

17
14

s]owing

)

applause

to!

hout:

I s

rax
)
7

s

~g

ot
xS
jacialy ,
XL 2

norm.

norm.
| =
e

norm.

flz.

1L

4
1y
i 3

Wy J

&

W)y """ T

o=

norm.

A

P

norm.

12

(7K

A (slow fade out)

(Ten.)

SuIT. 2
(Bar.)

Fl.

Perc.

Pno.

Vla.

Elec./

Backing

55 Hz



nf

H(uh), (uh)N

A
v/

k= 3

VA

P echo

Intermittently call out randomly from the
following (as in "Hundred," "Ekato"):

ODYSSEA is finding her voice:

P cresc.poco a poco

—

v &

Reflective & = 88
[ Fan YW /1

ARV |

| £ W /1

and

>
)

Hun

dred,

hun

- dred hands,

hun

heads and a

hun - dred

v/

%
or

1%

dred,

&y

hun
qa

P echo

e
hun

mp dim.
[ A—
-

%
A
& 3
%

4

e o F
hun - dred  heads,
[ 4

dred

hun -

a

VA

be

3
and

} Trigger [0 kill-switch if needed

e

hands

H(uh), (uh)N, D(ch)

L2
VA
= 3

hun - dred

Inr i

m
‘f - » -
senza vibr.
d=d
nf
ting.

hun

8% ]
senza vibr.
(slow fade out)

&) =

mp dim.
molto Ped.
nf

mf
e

Oh..
A Ol

7

b A

[ v W A
ANS"AL 3
| ha'W /1
1LY 3
Y.
[ an)
ANS"4
AN

dred hun

hun -

5o

hun

and

ting

Hun

SUIT. 1
(Ten.)

Pno.
Vla.
Elec./
Backing
(M.S.)
SUIT. 1
(Ten.)
SuIT. 2
(Bar.)

b

be

bl
P

e

O

P |

mp dim.
&3

h/‘\
O

& =
| 1734

Pno.
Vla.



VA

L

dred,

hun
he

P echo
fold?

be

dred

hun
be
it

fold?

i)

be

ter,
Do

hun

)

one
bl
44

or

ger,

—

hun

ted,

H(uh), (uh)N, D(ch), R(ch)

’_/—3‘
one
&b

=
mp dim.

P’ A /1
g
[ fan W A
ANES 3
)
P’ A /'
¥ 4
[ fan' W A
?y‘t
X
y Ol 3
I/
SV F
| ha'W A
o =F

y 4

38
r ()

OD.
(M.S.)
SUIT. 1
(Ten.)
SUIT. 2
(Bar.)
Pno.
Vla.

\

s o be

3

fold?

hun - dred

3

ter,

83—

hun

H(uh), (uh)N, D(ch), R(ch)

K(eh), T(ch)

—

one

1y /m
VA

= 3

S

%
IV
1y /m|
I 3

i 3

or
he
il

ted,

hun -
P
be o

- o

mf

dred

hun

mf

P echo

H(uh), (uh)N, D(ch), R(ch)

K(eh)

S

L. 4

4

y 4
(o %
D¢
)
(e %
D¢
ra Y.
)
3

y 4

40
()

- dred - fold?

hun

er,

50

one  hun

or

&y,

dred hun

hun

A

A hun-dred,

OD.
(M.S.)
SUIT. 1
(Ten.)
SuIT. 2
(Bar.)

Engage [G]

[Electronics:
patch]

To Synth.

Do

mp dim.

[

el

qa

b

&

e

9 =~ e
| IV Ad)

y 4

[ fan W /)
ANV 3
..
| ha'W /1
| ILD M 3

Vla.
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INTERLUDE: Amen II

(instrumental)

¢ c. 20-40" (durations can be adjusted based on the needs of the production)
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PEGGY POLIAS

Street Sketches

(2018)

for 13 instruments







Ensemble

Flute

Oboe (doubling on Cor Anglais)

Clarinet in B flat (doubling on Bass Clarinet)
Bassoon (doubling on Contrabassoon)

Horn in F
Trumpet in C
Tenor Trombone

Percussion: 2 Timpani, Tambourine, Suspended Cymbal, Snare Drum

Violin 1
Violin 2
Viola

Cello
Double Bass

Movements

I. BACKBEAT
II. CIRCLES
1. VOICES
IV. DREAMS
V.LOW

The movements can be performed in any order. In the first performance in 2018, movements I & III were

inverted.

Duration c.11 minutes, 30 seconds

Creation Note

Street Sketches was composed especially for workshopping and performance by the Sydney Symphony Orchestra
Fellows, October 2018. This work was undertaken as part of the Composing Women 2018-19 program,
towards a Doctor of Music Arts (Composition) candidacy under the supervision of Prof. Liza Lim, at the Sydney

Conservatorium of Music, The University of Sydney.

Performance Notes

Instrumental parts include a section of whispering in natural speech rhythms.

In passages marked Tempo ad lib. black notecheads (@) indicate shorter relative duration and white noteheads
(@) indicate longer relative duration.

String players may prefer to have a spare bow on hand for the extended col legno passage in V. LOW.
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Flute

Oboe

Clarinet

in Bb

Bassoon

Horn

in F

Trumpet
in C

Tenor

Trombone

Percussion

Violin 1

Violin 2

Viola

Violoncello

Double
Bass

II1. VOICE

c.20"

[
Tempo ad lib.
L Commencement of each new section is cued by conductor

v Whisper, once only: (independent of instrument)

\/

>

Walking in my black boots, Walking in my blue boots, Walking in my silver boots, Walking in my red boots.

Whisper: (independent of instrument)

Walking in my black boots,

E Walking in my blue boots, | [r——e

Walking in my silver boots, -

Walking in my red boots.

Whisper:, once only (independent of instrument)

\/

<

N
7

QQ;\:>

Walking in my black boots, Walking in my blue boots, Walking in my silver boots, Walking in my red boots.

Whisper: (independent of instrument)
Walking in my black boots,

E Walking in my blue bOOtS, ::':E

N Walking in my silver boots, -

Walking in my red boots.

Whisper: (independent of instrument)
o Walking in my black boots,

E Walking in my blue boots, ::':E

Walking in my silver boots, H

Walking in my red boots.
Whisper: (independent of instrument)

Walking in my black boots,

E Wa]king in my blue boots, :':E

Walking in my silver boots, H
Walking in my red boots.

Whisper: (independent of instrument)
Walking in my black boots,

E Walking in my blue bOOtS, ::':E

N Walking in my silver boots, -
J

Walking in my red boots.

Whisper:

Walking in my black boots,

D Walking in my blue bOOtS, ::':Eﬁ

Walking in my silver boots,
Walking in my red boots.

) Whisper, once only:

\/

DX

Walking in my black boots, Walking in my blue boots, Walking in my silver boots, Walking in my red boots.

Whisper: Walking in my black boots,

D Walking in my blue bOOtS, ::':E

Walking in my silver boots, -
Walking in my red boots.

Whisper: Walking in my black boots,

n Walking in my blue boots, ::':E

Walking in my silver boots, H
Walking in my red boots.

Whisper: Walking in my black boots,

- Walking in my blue boots, ::':E

Walking in my silver boots, i
Walking in my red boots.

Whisper: Walking in my black boots,

= Walking in my blue boots, 1 |———eeeee

N Walking in my silver boots,

Walking in my red boots.



20

Fl.

Ob.

CL

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Thn.

Perc.

Vin. 1

Vin. 2

Vla.

Db.

c.10" c 15"

I [ |
Bl <l

2 Play - -

oo o o l- o e N = N @& N o M o N
7

V AW

[ £an)

Ol

_p cresc. poco a poco

Play ) ) ) ) m
’ Ir:l )
@ @ @ r
(%
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n Play <\ m m m m m m m m m
b 4 >y [ )
@ﬁo;o—q o o > &

DY)

_p cresc. poco a poco

Play /™ ~ ~ ~ ~
/) )
——————Pp4 .
[ 2

1) cresc. poco a poco

Play

Lh e N 2 N &N o N an e N ZT A e N o N 2 "
P A
y 4%
[ fan)
Dj
p cresc. poco a poco
Play ) ) ~ ~
&

W—>p

[ ]
N
[\

Cé;\:>

p Cresc. poco a poco

me=e

mEﬁE

1T
~

* Conductor will cue each rehearsal letter to begin sections [B], [C], [D] & [E]. Players commence any notated cells independently, anytime after the
conductor cues the section start Conductor cues to the durations indicated. Play the given note cell freely anytime within the section. Repetition is
possible. If partly through a cell when conductor cues, complete the cell you are on before moving to the new cell at the next rehearsal marking.
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PEGGY POLIAS

Streets

(2019)

for orchestra







Orchestra

2 Flutes

2 Oboes (2nd doubling on Cor Anglais)

2 Clarinets in B flat (2nd doubling on Bass Clarinet)
2 Bassoons (2nd doubling on Contrabassoon)

4 Hornsin F
2 Trumpets in C
2 Tenor Trombones

Bass Trombone
Tuba

Timpani

Percussion: 1: Marimba, Finger Cymbals, Tambourine, Triangle, Bass Drum
2: Suspended Cymbal, Snare Drum
3: Hi-hat, Glockenspiel

Harp

Violin 1
Violin 11
Viola

Cello
Double Bass

Movements

[. BACKBEAT
II. CIRCLES
III. VOICES
IV. DREAMS
V.LOW

Duration c.12 minutes, 30 seconds

Creation Note

Streets, for orchestra, follows an earlier composition for reduced instrumental forces and duration called
Street Sketches. The prototype version was composed especially for workshopping and performance
by the Sydney Symphony Orchestra Fellows, October 2018. The present version was composed
for a workshop recording with the Sydney Symphony Orchestra in November 2019, at the Seymour
Centre, The University of Sydney. This work has been undertaken as part of the Composing
Women 2018-19 program, towards a Doctor of Music Arts (Composition) candidacy under the

supervision of Prof. Liza Lim, at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music, The University of Sydney.

Performance Notes

Instrumental parts include a section of whispering in natural speech rhythms.
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Flute 1,2

Oboe 1,2

Clarinet 1,2

Bassoon 1,2

Horn 1-4

Trumpet 1,2

Tenor
Trombone
1,2

Bass

Trombone

Tuba

Timpani

Percussion

1-3

Harp

Violin I

Violin I

Viola

Violoncello

Double

Bass

I11. VOICE

c.30"

[
Fragile and fragmented, Tempo ad lib.

Commencement of each new section is cued by conductor

. Whisper, once only: (independent of instrument and other players)

<

N

Whisper: (independent of instrument and other players)

Walking in my black boots, Walking in my blue boots, Walking in my silver boots, Walking in my red boots.

9

Walking in my black boots,

% V\/a]king in my blue boots, :i:
1k

Walking in my silver boots,
Walking in my red boots.

Whisper: (independent of instrument and other players)

Walking in my black boots,

% Walking in my blue boots, i:
i

Walking in my silver boots,
Walking in my red boots.

Whisper: (independent of instrument and other players)

Walking in my black boots,

% Walking in my blue boots, i:
i |

N\ Walking in my silver boots,
Walking in my red boots.

Whisper: (independent of instrument and other players)

o Walking in my black boots,

% Walking in my blue boots, i:
/ i |

Walking in my silver boots,
Walking in my red boots.

Whisper: (independent of instrument and other players)

Walking in my black boots,

% Wa]king in my blue boots, Zi:
1k

Walking in my silver boots,
Walking in my red boots.

Whisper: (independent of instrument and other players)

Walking in my black boots,

% Walking in my blue boots, i:
i |

Walking in my silver boots,
Walking in my red boots.

Whisper: (independent of instrument and other players)

Walking in my black boots,

% Walking in my blue boots, i:
i |

Walking in my silver boots,
Walking in my red boots.

Whisper: (independent of instrument and other players)

Walking in my black boots,

[’ Walking in my black boots,

% Walking in my blue boots, i:
/ i |

\C Walking in my silver boots,
Walking in my red boots.

Whisper: (independent of other players)

Walking in my black boots,

% Walking in my blue boots, i:
il

Walking in my silver boots,
Walking in my red boots.
Whisper: (independent of other players)

% Walking in my blue boots, i:
i |

Y Walking in my silver boots,
Walking in my red boots.

Whisper: (independent of other players)

Walking in my black boots,

{% Walking in my blue boots, i:
i

Walking in my silver boots,
Walking in my red boots.

c.30"

[
. Fragile and fragmented, Tempo ad lib.

Commencement of each new section is cued by conductor
Whisper, once only: (independent of other players)

Tw3

y
HIEX

Whisper: (independent of other players)
Walking in my black boots,

Walking in my black boots, Walking in my blue boots, Walking in my silver boots, Walking in my red boots.

% Walking in my blue boots, Zi:
i

Walking in my silver boots,
Walking in my red boots.

Whisper: (independent of other players)
Walking in my black boots,

% Walking in my blue boots, i:
i |

Walking in my silver boots,
Walking in my red boots.

Whisper: (independent of other players)
Walking in my black boots,

% Walking in my blue boots, i:
J i |

Walking in my silver boots,
Walking in my red boots.

Whisper: (independent of other players)

Walking in my black boots,

% Walking in my blue boots, i:
i

N Walking in my silver boots,
Walking in my red boots.
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Ob. 1,2

cl 1,2

Bsn 1,2

Hn. 1-4

Tpt 1,2

Tbn. 1,2

B.Tbn.

Tha.

Timp.

Perc.

1-3

Hp.

Vin. I

Vin. I

Vla.

Ve.

Db.
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c.20"
[ 1 [ 1
B v <y
5 Play a2 ) ) .
o £ £ £ ¢ £ ¢ F & F £ o £ f £ £ £
d: : . . . — B ——11
bvn i | 1] i |
P cresc. poco a poco (mp) P cresc. poco a poco (mp)
Play a 2
" Z ==
P cresc. poco a poco (mp)
i T4
©
Hi
N
o

Play a2
i »olz ¢ ¢ =
P cresc. poco a poco (mp)
Hi
Hi
Hi
N
L ss |
y
T i
[3] i fi
N
§ il il
el i |
c.20"
1
e —
; ; ; ; I ii I ii
P cresc. poco a poco (WLP) P cresc. poco a poco (mp)
Play
£ > -l
5 1 L I ]
P cresc. poco a poco (mp)

Hi

N

* Conductor will cue each rehearsal letter to begin sections [B], [C], [D] & [E]. Players commence any notated cells independently, anytime after the conductor cues the section start.

Conductor cues to the durations indicated. Play the given note series freely anytime within the section, in the order indicated. Repetition is possible. If partly through a cell
when conductor cues, complete the cell you are on before moving to the new cell at the next rehearsal marking, except at the cue to [F]
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nf
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mf
a2

mf
Play
mf

Play

Moderato, a sudden arrival J

i*
p 4
/1
%
L 3
L 3
%
O 3
L 3
%
%
/1
y DR 3
7
L 3
%
y On 3
7

7 i
p 4

7 i
p 2

7
7 i
7
p 4
y AT 3

y i
(4
AP 3
(%
SPF
(%
ANSAL 3
rax
rax
I Fan Y
V2
rax
rax

»

%
%
L 3

raxs
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N
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Fl. 1,2
Ob. 1,2
Cl. 1,2
Bsn 1,2
Hn. 1,2
Hn. 3,4
Tpt 1,2
Tbn. 1,2
B.Tbn.

Tha.

s

[—

80

Marimba

&
Play (arco)

mf
Play
mf
mf
mf

* At cue to [F], all players play or move to indicated material immediately, regardless of where you are up to in [E].

Moderato, a sudden arrival J

L 3
l*
L 3
L 3
%
L 3

%

L 3
o) =

p 4
7 i

):
o ()
y i
(%
AN 3
(%
AN 3
N

N

Timp.
Hp.
Vin. I
Vin. II
Vla.

Perc. 1
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PEGGY POLIAS

Sonata: Ode

(2019)

for piano







Instrumentation

Piano, with sostenuto pedal

The pianist’s voice

Movements
I. Crown
II. Storm

I11. Silencing
IV. “Be It Known...”
V. Light

Duration c. 25 minutes
Creation Note

This work was composed especially for Bernadette Harvey, for her Sonata Project. It recevied premiere
performances on 16, 17 & 18 January 2020, at the Museum of Contemporary Art, in the War Room
(2015;2019) installation by Cornelia Parker. This performance took place as part of the Sydney Festival
2020, and Bernadette Harvey was joined on stage by Ravel, delivering spoken word between and
during movements, and Miles Mullin-Chivers, playing cello in movement III along an electronic sine
tone drone on a perfect 5th. Sonata: Ode has been undertaken as part of a Doctor of Musical Arts
(Composition) program of study at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music, The University of Sydney,

under the supervision of Prof. Liza Lim.
Program Note

The Sonata is a musical reflection on an ancient poem, The Exaltation of Inana by Enheduanna, an
Ancient Sumerian poet and high priestess, said to be the oldest attributable poet in human history. The
poem is a devastating account of divine feminine trust, violence and exile. To create the music I have
reflected on the poem in different ways: sometimes literally, sometimes metaphorically, drawing from
aspects of the physical cuneiform inscriptions of the poem, the transliteration of the Sumerian sounds
and also the English translation. These can be perused online:

Cuneiform Digital Library Initiative (cdli), Inanna C composite (Q000624). Various cuneiform

tablets, pencil transcriptions: https://cdli.ucla.edu/search/search_results.php?Composite

Number=Q000624

The Electronic Text Corpus of Sumerian Literature, The Exaltation of Inana (Inana B, 4.07.2),

roman alphabet transliteration: https://etcsl.orinst.ox.ac.uk/cgi-bin/etcsl.cgittext=c.4.07.2&

display=Crit&charenc=gcirc#
ETCSL, English Translation: https://etesl.orinst.ox.ac.uk/cgi-bin/etcsl. cgiztext=t.4.07.2#
P.P. 2019

Performance Notes
The pianist’s part occasionally involves some pitched singing. This can be shifted by the octave to the
pianist’s most comfortable range.
In movement III. Silencing, the notation is stemless to give the pianist rhythmic freedom.

o Black noteheads indicate shorter relative durations.

o White noteheads indicate longer relative duration and possibility to sustain.






PEGGY POLIAS

Sonata: Ode
on The Exaltation of Inana by Enheduanna
I. Prelude: Crown

“Mistress of heaven, with the great diadem...”*
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* Enheduanna, The Exaltation of Inana, Line 3.

Copyright © 2019 by Peggy Polias

-@

(1%
AL ]

A T
[HD B

"h;['

8 T

“
h ~—

H g
He o

y=
PO TN
(>

)y
N

18




L2

e
D
74

Ho

o~

/[ & b

N

33

=2

J /sl
e |

&

—
He o ;

4
be IR &

I~ |~

Lva vy
f v
M: ™~
[P M
4
N
TT7Te
ks v v
XX
i
N
| il
XX
fa v vd
N M

O

(&7 —=
ANSP
()

4 X))

atan YN
®
L 4#v
F
N L
Q0 0.
v
d
_ U
=
At
Ia -
N N
oo
Tt
g
oI
Rl
b| |
a v
a\
g
X
N
L] e g
=3
N

e

Fo

=

44

=]
e

| fan Y /1

—JeJ

[

b

)

=

=

—— O~ ~———

5
—Je b

& _ e/ _____|

R TR
0 y R
,74./ N
L
v iy
NV By

0

. P>
]

%
= 3

b=

e
hll S5

_'vvv

8 oo



II. Storm
“At your battle-cry, my lady, the foreign lands bow low.”*

accel. poco a poco.
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* Enheduanna, The Exaltation of Inana, Line 20.
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I11. SllenC1ng

“He made me walk through the thorn bushes of the mountains.”*

Slow, reflective, ad lib.
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* Enheduanna, The Exaltation of Inana, Line 106.
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IV. “Be It Known...”*
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V. Postlude: Light
“Like the light of the rising moon, she exuded delight.”*
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