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This exchange was made in 1883, when Ethel Florence

Lindesey Richardson was enrolled as a boarder at the

Presbyterian Ladies' College, East Melbourne.5 She

remained there for five years, passing her Matriculation

Examination in 1886, and leaving at the end of 1887. an

the surface, she would appear to have had a successful

school career. Hrs. Kernot, who was at P.L.C. at the some

time, writes “the first memory I have of the thin slip of
a r1 called Richardson was that learning seemed no

ficulty to her and she glided along taking all subjects
and whereas most of us save up music and other arts for
the your abs not only studied music but composed a
emu“. n

Richardson's name figured in the College prise lists

throughout her school years and in her final year she was

Du: in English and History] The cantata mentioned by lira.

Kernot was performed at the College's end-of-year concert

and reviewed very favourably in the Melbourne papers.8

Yet the account or her schooldays in ghg_gg§§igg_gg_§1§ggg

emphasises failure rather,than success and she seems to

have found little happiness at school. Mrs. Kernot recalls

that "From my superior two years of agyenced age I regarded

her as a very intelligent but not very happy child and

 

Sher the dates and other details or Richardson's school
career I am indebted to Professor Leonie Kramer who kindly
allowed so to see the results of her research into the
College records.

In one of her reminiscences, “school Days with 3.3.3.".
(In the Mitchell Library, Uhcat Has Set 325) All references
to Mrs. Kernot's reminiscences of Richardson are to the
spars in this collection.

From the College Prospectus for 1888.

8An abridged account or a aw in ‘ 31 in the
college magazine Eggghgggk January , p.. .
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christened her Egg_;n§§g_."9 Fer Richerdson never seems

to have felt that she "belonged"; she writes inyyzggzg'

' EQIE;Xg§gg "At school I was considered odd and

unaccountable. Often to my own bewilderment, for I tried

herd to adapt myself to my compenicns' way of thinking;”

(p.69)

And this bewilderment continued after she hsd left

school: Pew yeung things can have felt so lost and
bewildered as she. Her natural selroconridence crushed
mtknewinfi what to be at, with nobody to guide her, and
too

p.73)an:chazfiiezé53.3%”.'giigufigiiggéveiéesa“ £53?I

which convinced her that she had no talents as e teacher,

then was released from "her surroundings" by her mother's

decision to take her end her sister on a visit to Europe.

Leaving Australia sometime in mid-1888, they arrived in

Englsnd in the eutunn, and early the next year vent to

Leipzig.‘o Here Richardson was to study the piano; it

was Mrs. Richardson's hope, based no doubt on her musical

success at school, that she would afterwards return “to

Australia e finished pianist, there to make not only money

but e name for myself.“11 re: netime she feund happiness
in her studies and ceased to be “the aimless, ill~edausted

girl who had begun to feel herself oddnnenpout, and to

Judge people and things from that mum"

   

  

 

91h one of her reminiscences.

101% date is given in
yhshhurn r
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But s asdnsl slackening of interest in her work, together

with the discovery of her hatred of the publicity of the

concert-platform, contributed to her decision to renounce

s nusicel career. Further reasons for this decision, as

she told Hrs. Kermt, were that Ber health was not equip).

to the strein end Geneny reduced such brilliant

musicians she could never pe to be their equals in

technique. flue left dormeny much to her mother's

:iessnpoinhnentand ion: some time had to recover tron over

2M Richardson also refers to

"the cruel blow to her (mother's) drone and ambitions"

(p.117); she eppeers to here felt rsther guilty shout her

poor return for her mother's nsny sacrifices. This,

indeed, any explain why the idea or the ”vested “critics” as

one not seen as necessary by the person for when it is

 

nede end so nnspprecieted - recurs throughout her work.

Richerdson' 3 references to her failure as e. musician

imply that this effected her more on her mother's behslt

than on her own. Perhaps for her its bitterness was

ellievieted by the fact that her sbendcnnent of s musical.

career had s mrther cause in her decision to merry

3.0. Robertson, e. university student she hsd net in Leipzig. j

But as Robertson, who had also sbsndened one career for j}

emther, was es yet in no position to support e site, their

engagement was a long one. fl" In this interim the

Richerdsons went to England; there Henry Handel's old

feelings of despair returned: "The truth wee I felt as

 

13111 one of Mrs. Kernot's reminiscences.

1“The nerriege did not tske piece until the end of 3895 end

Richardson presumably left Leipzig sometime in 18
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much or a misfit here as I had ever done - even in
Australia. ,Indeed there were moments when I could imaginemyself back there, all the rich Leipzig years wiped
out." 15' Then

... one when I was feeling particular law there camea letterdget abruptly switched my thoughfi ofr’nvseli’.The writer was one of our old shi tes on the W, sinethen but seldom heard from, and, or me, she co not havechosen a luckier moment to break silence. For she wrote toask if I would care to contribute to a HamsoriptMagazine which she and some friends were thinking 01‘starting. why not, thought I, it might 2e rather fun, andwould at least give me something to don

Commencing with a piece, "Christmas in Australia”, in the

style of Leah, Richardson beoame more ambitious as she

felt her "pen me alive again“ and graduated from an

appreciation of Ibsen'sWto a translation

or LP. Jacobsen'sW. When Robertson heard about
this he persuaded her to undertake an more thorough

translation than she had intended in the hepe that it night
he published. Richardson doubtmlly assented, to find that

"To sit alone and unobsemd, behind a shut door, and play
with words and ponder phrases" was what she "liked best to

do'.” From this time on she was to spend a considerable
part of her life - and for her the meet inportant and
pleasurable part - behind Just such a shut door. 'with the

diseovery or her true inclinations, she was able to attain

that meaningful relationship to life which had eluded her

in her ”misfit" phase.
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Several of the articles written about Richardson

after the success ofWin 1929 state that she

had always been more interested in writing then in m‘ueie :

“his: Richardson was mbitioue, and her father was “1211:3311:
for her. flee herself rether leaned towards writing even
then. As a child she was time scribbling writing songs
and stogiee. But the hopes of the family carried the
dny" more is a reference to her childhood gratin
or "ranking-Mp" stories end "poeme'I inW

(p.27), While 1332

e sehoelgirl'e grapples with literary art which was

presnnebly based on her own experiences. And in a letter

of 1+ Memh 193% she wrote to Mrs. Kernot that she was

"destroying all her Juvenilia', mentioning a “poem at the

age of 8.” But it would seem unlikely that she had ever

seriously considered writing es :1. career before her

marriage and her successful translation orM,

which was published in 1896 under the titleW.

The first period or her married life was spent in Germany,

mainly at stressburg where her huebend wee looming; it

we here that she demanded work onW.”

-. eohteine an account of

 

 

18 - ’ .,A11c Henry Wis HfinryHdeWao 7* W
m53m? York) mmC1929),.g.3 g See 21:?» "me

Melinda ?- (-  Henry Ban e1 1: ~ .. London),
Lxmhsvag), p.10» and Iaouiu Morgan - -. , .1
eherdson ,W (111 August 1 3, p.69

. ‘937 deptenber 1897 is often m u the 111:. um
commencement, since t m on this dnte '
vel" first epeered in Rieherdeen'e diary.

(digs. Beneoreni .2. 11,. p.136.) mt in
”SomeNotesen . 1—: .7. says "I begante .

. . a few months otter my marriage.” (19:9)
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Professor Robertson noted that “ 'Possibly the first
suggestion of such cmtive writing had come to her from
her husband, namely thet she should utilise her Leigzig

oricncos E tom 0. novel of e musician who fails to
But Richardson owed more to her hnaband

thu_1 the idea for her first novel; in s letter or 15 NW

1935 she gave Hrs. Kernot on account of her "entry into

the art of writing“ end mentioned that she was "guided .

there by her hnsbmd‘ s wisdom and understanding". ;

Wwas published in 1908, by which time

Richardson was living in london, for in 1903 Robertson .

had boon appointed Professor of Gel-nun at London Uniwrsity. 1‘3
3

flu lived in London until her husband' s death in 1933, g

i

3 ROOdo'"

(1910),W(1917),;
(19292, and the stories

~ (193k). Aftemrds she

‘ «Lu.(‘939)3

    

i

moved to 8mm, where she wrote is, 4...: j

and where she died on 20th March, 1911-6.

It is fitting that an account of Henry Handel

mchsrdson' 3 life after her return to England should '

«mist or a. list of her books. For srt not only provided

her with e. purpose in life, but boom more important thua

11:. itself: she sacrificed :11 ordinery interests and

activities to a. singlcdninded concentration on her writing. -;

The work "sacrifice" my be a. misnomer; it is ma to any

how much or Riohsrdson' s seclusion was imposed noon her by j

the necessities of her art, and how much of it was the

 

”Quoted by Olga Roncoroni, m. , puns.
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result of her own temperament - her shyness and her hatred

of public occasions, her leek of ready conversation'end her'

dislike of strangers. In her personal “flutes and Memorial”

book she wrote in September 19fi1 Had I been 'takdn‘uy'

et the time of , eve hing mi t hive turned

out differently or me. was qui e ready on to he

sociable. But the long, hard ears or neglect did their

work by 1929 I had lost ' e desire to come out of my

shell Ed But it 1; doubtful whether she could ever have

enjoyed the publicity given to the successful novelist.

Whatever the reeeon for it, Richardson lived and worked

in e seclusion that recalls the cliche or the 'ertist in

an ivory tower". In fact, as we learn in

she always liked to work in a room where she could

”overlook her surroundings" (p.90): in the various houses

in which she lived Richardson's study was always on the

top floor, with double doors to did her withdrawal from

the rest or the houeehold. To this study she retired

every morning, following 1 strict routine:

By 9.30 she had shot her study door (and the specially node i

sonndrproor door outeide it) and heaven help anyone who i

intmded or disturbed her be ore 12.30 or 1 13.13. . . . g

i

 

 

-
2
:
»
;
V
e
g
-
g
:

At about 11 e.n. e smell cup or Mocha coffee with cream end

a dish of fruit were taken up to her. But the tray was put

into the study silently, end, unletszgpdken to, the bearer

retired (without banging the door!). '

This ordering of existence was applied with equal

rigor to the rest or Richardson's activities, as well as

to those of the people who lived with her. Any upset to

this schedule disturbed her, as can be seen in her

explanation or the reeson for the gap between the

 

 

21Quo§gd by Olga Roneoroni in edge

‘ p. 0 ~

22%” POW.  
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:zorouelyrout in work, rest and exercise; end I don't let
anyone interfere with it. so u are - - -

W5§Omd7ismyfreesttimm and liketobe
orehend. '

“gene“ you will laugh. (Letter of 12 March 1937)

‘ 1m: lest remark shove that Richerdeon was not unaware of

whet the normal reaction to this retherW

manor of permitting mdieneee must be.

A further reaction might be to condemn ea utterly

selfish this determinetion to put the utiet and her art

hetero everything and everybody else. Sueh e note or

selfishness would seem pertieulerly strong in two letters

written after her husband' 3 death, where she refers to

this event in terms of the upset it has mode to her

routine of work. On 12 June 1933, she wrote to Etonor

”Hy husband:was 111, es I thinkyo from the
hezimingeMlle: and one or theyothingsmthet fretted him
meet me tget I we: being hindered from gettifimtoImy
own work by having to lookutter things or ‘
wonder vfmt he wld say m-; m1. on December1193‘r,

she wrote to Kettie Palmer “How I envy Venee Pelner'e
steady promotion. . . . But then he has a wife to keep
the troubles and worry of living from him - I man the
petty waffles 01‘ every life. Which I now have to face
alone.“ Just how true Professor Robertson did do to

keep then "petty worries" from troubling Bimerdson my

be gathered from Miss Ronooroni'e comments inw

W:

He was her sheet—anchors there wee nothing he did not do
to make her life en en exible and keep herhohegpy;
indeed, thiemhie no 3ob eetinworkingu
to make enough money to be e letotosend her wayon

 

#1»
Quoted by Ker-1.30m Boeeingég
WW * ,
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the totally unexpected mecca: ofW.

Henry Handel Richerdson' s strength or will met also

have been essential to he: attainment of the self-

discipline needed for the methods of work the adopted.

For, while the original idea for a. work might arrive m

that method of utietic inspiration describod by he: as

"golden zrein",31 this would be folloved by years of hard

work. Like LP. Jacobson, Richardson must have thought

that “every new book must be produced by e struggle with

oneself to get the utmost out of oneself.- ”32 Nettie

Palmer quotes some words of Richardson's - ”I can only

write .. it 1. gim"33 - which seem to mp1; that the
ideas for her work came from a some outside herself; and

there is a hint in one of her letters that the some sow ‘

can Just as easily reverse the process: ‘

”I an new settling deem to work egein, but it's too soon

3: 3&2? 1" ”° .fi‘.’ ' 3:23:23th1ng
careful to: run- the am in it, when “a: light a
thistle , blow my and never come beck. But,» once

captured, these ideas underwent my ehmgee in expression

before Richardson was content that the book in which they

were contained we: fit for publication. Her ineietenoe on

complete accuracy of feet eleo helped to lengthen the time

a book took to be written. “W than three years

 

  

    
..:; - "' {if 5. " '— 2’ p.83.

ted by Richardson in “A Banish Poet“, 33.50.

33111 ”Henry Etude). Richardson“, p.163.

3"thanked by Nettie War in Am, p.183.

     H
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over a b00k”,35 she wrote; she was, in my case, a firm

believer in the dictum that “Art is long". an advised

“beginning writers" ...not to be in a hurry net to try
to write too much. I've seen no tum s so to
pieces through hurrying. The publi era are to blue,
olmouring for more books. foo new books ere written
altogether. I feel that a writer should agent! three 36
years at least on e book if it's worth m in; at all. e

In two of her critical articles, the one on Selmbert

already referred to, and in examination of e translation

of Ibeen'e 3.11 as, * M 19,132; _: she also criticises

attempts at hurried productien. file eeee I. fetal weakness

in Schubert's failure to “discipline his talent” - he? can

one expect sense to lut- vhen they are produced at the

rate of seven 1 dey?37 - and thinks that some or the

defects in Archer's rendering of Ibeen's style any be

explained by "the speed at which the translation of this

play ma probably to be mm.~33 But this belief does
not seem ta hue been the sole reneon for the length or

time Richardson spent on her books. 011 R9 m 1932 she

wrote to Jacob Schwartz "Oh, don't begin to tease me
nbouttheoo otnnewbook. Memr,theenly
lame I 1: life is from writing. - ' should I

gxmbo1: gen 1:? Especielly. when 'm so 319 e 'between
0 I.

This last statement makes one wonder that Henry

 

 

35%;”? by Nettie Paine: in "Henry Handel Richtrdson“,
p. .

361n"Louiee Her "Henry ' ‘gen Handel Richardson m
- (1!:- August 1930); p.70. ’

37"Ihe semen Centenary", p.125.
”Ibsen in Translation“, ‘ (10 July 1897):, pm.
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for e favourable Opportunity he stole into Bdele' 3 room
and reused. e,intermineb1e

amber of Mona
on a mat bee de her be?on her shoe, or onany other
relic that presented itseir to his ranetieim.(”.333*36)

Just so does Maurice worship Ionian leaking Niels'

opporttmitiee, he is reduced to kissing "the gravel where _

he thought she had stood.” (p.23) This religious imagery
we when Niels fella in love with Fenninore: “He longed

to hmnhle himself before her, to bend the wee end can be:

holy." (p.169) Niels at first has no opportunity, for

Pom-macro is herself in love with his friend, the minimum’

Eric- ' Refetmp. more is It further use or religious imagery

in the description of this love: "me loved him with all

her heart, with tremloue ”do: end paeeionete anxiety; he

was more than a god to her, far more - an idol that she

worshipped without measure and without reserve.” (p.183)
This yhrase enables us to treee another or Richardson's

debts in the similarities between Ionise and Fennimore.

One of the first glimpses we ere given of Louise is

32meh so; gunmwmuwps, the opeéogioetriiefgge vidfviéilant ego.” (p.36)

The player is, of course, Bohileky - the idol Loni“

warships uwithout meesure em without reserve." Richardson

says or Fennimore in "A Man Poet” thet she is “touched

with the fateful breath of passion”. (er7) Like Louisa

she can never do anything by halves; she loves Niels end

meat: of this love just as ‘mddenly and completely ea:

Inuiee fails in and out of love with Hun-ice. ”Milan's ' ‘

passionate nature is sham in this description of her

singing: '
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mm was no longer the little country girl when she

abandoned herself to the sound oi.“ her voice. Kev she was

carried away by these tones and how frankly and openly

she breathed into then! He felt as if there were almost

something uneheste about it; a: if she were singing

herself naked before him. (pd 8)

Kiels' disapproval of the way Pennimore sings is

paralleled by Menriee's dislike of the lack of restraint

with which Louise dances:

Louise, in particular, gave herself up to the rhythm or

the music with an abandon not often to be seen in a ball»

room. Something of the professional about it, said Maurie.
to himself as he watched her; and, in his own estimation,

this was the hardest thought he had yet had of her. (p.311)

When Fennimore is deserted by her husband for drink and

male companionship, Niels offers her sympathy and a

passionate love affair develops between them Just as it

does between Louise and Maurice under somewhat similar

cirmmstances. But after Eric has been killed returning

home from a drinking bout Fenninore reviles Niels with a

violence which he recalls after she has gone:

He seemed to see it still that pale, vindictive raoe,

which rage had s ed with such s e ooarseneas and

vulgarity, robbing t of its usual del cats beauty as

entirely as if all its lines had been plowed up by a

pitiless and barbarous hand. (p.232)

In Just this way Louise reviles Maurice when she learns

of Schilsky's return; and he, too, later recalls a "pale

vindictive face" 3 ”her face rose before him - but not the

race he had known and loved. he saw it as he had seen it

for the last time, disfigured by hatred of him, horribly

vindictive as it had been when she had spat on the '

at his fee .” (p. 560) Once again a passage from E '

m seems to complement one fromWwhat we

are not told about Louise' 3 assurance at this time may be

deduced from what we are told about Fenninore' s.
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_ w m. “ms“, purporting to relate the musical sufferings

of a certain Kapolmeister Jahannes Kreisler.“ (pp.77-8)

That this account of an artist's sufferings impresssd her

- so much that she copied out the chspters "surreptitiously"

in bed at night, points to an early interest in the artist

and his problems. sehilsky, the genius of 5;gg§gg_§ggg§a

is not shown as suffering to any great extent but in other

respects he is a tyyicsl romantic artist who cares for

nothing but his art, is deaf to tho strictures of society,

and is by ordinary standards a rather unpleasant person.

Some of the pesseges which Richardson deleted from the

original version or giggggg_gggg§, such as the scene

where schilsky, while attending a performsnee or a fligner

opera with Louise, is soised by so strong an inspiration

for some music he is writing that he is forced to 1esVn

the theatre, show evon stronger traoes of his romantis

 

parentege.

Krnrrt, too, fits the romantic conception of the artist,

though in his characterisation there is an overlay of

ideas from another German writer, Nietzsche.

Nietssehe's work has been seen to influence far more

in £Ig;igg_§ggg§ than the presentation of Krefrt es a

Nietzsche-oriented rebel artist. Professor A.D.Eope has

put forward a theory thatfl!lgz;§g_ggggg is basically a

dramatisation of Nietzsche's ideas of the contrast between

“free spirits" and "servile spirits". Ihe first part of

Hope's article discusses the book in general terms, reaehes
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the conclusion that it is not in tutobiegrnphieel naval,

end concludes:

we? = i§°u§flt¥2r§ifir§§§§$3§tit e2: seem"
about the musicel t erenent - or rether, shout nusieel

§;:§::t-n::gr::titigns o: 333% :3§“§:13§§ h:::mgggs‘§nkg.
common that they require something thet we sell genius.31

Such en ideeibeut love end genius is eseentisl for Ehpe's

division of the cherscters in the novel into two types 2

the ”free spirits" — Schileky, Krerrt and Leuise - who ere

geniuses with no respect for the values of society, and

the “servile spirits” who have no talent end uphold

conventional morelity— Maurice, Medeleine end the rest.

Krefftlnuhe, es Reps sey3éo'::igunds to Henrice, to
Msdele e and to anyone listen, idese on set
and morality which we recognise es

Wm.vr
probably, at least in his own opinion, be s free spirit,

but it is he and not Richardson who cleims that Louise be:

e genius for love. As we have seen, Louise is much closer

in type to Goethe's ”problemsticel natures” then she is to

Nietzsche's “free spirits“. For her, love is not e

nenifeststion of genius but e means of escape from the

realisation that she will never achieve the perfect

happiness she desires. Far from being triumphant at the

end of the novel as Bbpe asserts, Louise is shown to be

as far from her ideel es ever, since marriage to Schilsky,

coming from Nietzsche's
hrm‘ !; r-uwwfi"3 may  

”I
 

31.3.ggz Handel Richerdeen's giggigg_gggg§”, XIV (1955):
19+-

32315' i p. 193e “
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perhaps, created the impression that the naval is nothing

more than a pastiche of Henry Hindel Rieherdson's reading.

As Professor Robertson says, ylgg;§g_ggggt is a product of

the literary movement or its tine',37 but it is also, like

most or Richardson's work, a product or her own experiences.

Indeed, one critic has claimed that giggigg_9§gg§ is

Richardson's best novel heoanse it more completely based

on personal experience than her later ones.38 Richardson's

years in Leipzig were, or course, the source or the setting

and musical beekground of the novel. A View or this

onwironmont from a rather different angle to the one

employed in yhyggfiaLJamggg — that or an adviser to hesitatina

parents of the advantages and disadvantages their daughters

would discover as music students at Leipzig ~ is given in

Richardson's article "Husio Study et Leipzig".39 Here, one

especially notices her comments that ”a girl may be as idle

as she pleases without fear of rebuke, for a master soon

discovers which pupils ere worthy of his interest“(p.3h)y

that it is “imperative to take e private lesson It least

once e fortnight, it the bond of sympathy essential to pro»

gross is to be maintained botween.nnster and pupil“ (p.37),

and that "if we are inclined to co lain of slow progress

and irksome drudgery, we must ream er that no real tenetit

 

37;:hgzut of Henry Handel Richardson“,

33mm Redgrart,WW(1960), mar-155456.

39311-1: blishdin ( J 18) rintedinmm:a“: He: mam 95'"?
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can be gained or progress made, unless this conscientious

thoroughness is the head-vetone of the corner“ (p.37).

Maurice most my have been 0. more successful student if

he could have reed Richerdsen' s article, or heeded the

similar advice given by Madeleine Wade.

Some of the Leipzig experiences which Richardson

incorporated inWere described by a fellow-

student, Matilde. C. Weshhnrn Fretmd, in her chepter in

._..:;xs. r : . these include the picture of

the policemen who notched up and down "straightening his

huge gloves, imemaletely white, on his huge hands“ while

  

keeping order among the crowd of students queueing for

seats for a Wagner opera (p.12); the scene on which the

description of Avery Hill after her suicide eves besed -

the taking from the Pleisee of the bodies of two lovers

who had drowned themselves (p.12); and e Morel sttend’ed

by Mrs. Preund end Richerdson's sister Lil, which we the

source of Richardson's description of the blackness of

Avery’s Maul (plum—13). Hrs. Freud's ”count or the _

may afternoon gatherings in the apartment she shared

with the Richer-drone, Which hed- become quite e feature

of the Anglo-Americas. circle with outsidersW

oining in end coking our 'e honee' sheet inter-notional”

p.5), recalls the sundey ei'termon gatherings st the

Csyhills. The similarities between the 6357111118 and the

Richardson is mrther demonstrated by fire. Freud's note

thst her brother "was rather in see or 3.3., es were, for

the most pert, the other men too" (13.9) .. Ephie'e edmirerl

give Johanna e wide berth. On this point Professor Hose
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writes

file has plainly drawn on herself a good deal for the
portrait of the elder sister , Johanna. with has serious» . ,
and rather sombre mind, her ve and «lousy oi" her
attractive _ sister, has tormideb e(grams or
intellectuafi‘tfidies, her retiring and trident
personality.

And, one might add, her appearance: Johanna is dark and?

angular like Richardson, Ephie fair and dimpled like Lil.

Hope refers particularly to the resemblance between

Johenm' 3 fear that "Ephie should become spoiled“ and the

description inWof Richardson's fears for

Lil:

The men who clustered round her on the ship were of the
same131nm, and found themselves further ensured by a
wist naivete or manner that went straight to their
elderly hearts. Wit and brilliance were not «amended of
hers, enough for them it she sat still to be looked at.

is a sister, it was diffieult to see her with any
but a sister's eye, and to understmd the fuss made or
her. I remained incredulous; and at the same time ve
fearful least he: gonna head should be turned by all t s
open flattery. (p. 2)

The closeness of the attitude of these elderly

gentlemen to Lil, on whieh Richardson ironically, and

preambly Jealously, comments, to Krei'ft's towards Louise,

and feminine beauty in general 3 "As long as she has her
beauty, a woman is under no necessity to bolster up he:
conscience, or to be reasonable, or to think. . . . We
don't ask our Lady of Milo to be witty for us, or to
solve us problems." (p.501): should be noted. Louise is

the Nietscsohean ideal woman, but it would seem unlikely

that she was Richardson's, or that Richardson agreed with

Nietzsche's attitude to men .. she was, after all, a

 

“no.3. Richardson'sW",m" p.190.
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governessing: “For though I left my pupils where I found

them, I myself discovered that there wasm I would

not rather do then import, or try to impart knowledge to

others. "u"

And more in Maurice's characterisation than his

musical failure is besed on Richardson' s on est 3 “his

most flagrant motions - his dreams, hopes an fears

his Jealousy __and despair his suffering under reflect on

and desertiofl - could all be traced beck to my own unhappy

experience." 5 his ”unhsppy experience" was her

infatuation at the age of fourteen for the ultra—handsome

Jack Stretch, e vicar at mldon. She writes inm

H! 19"

It was not till the following may that I had a reel

look at the newooner - if look it could be called.

Afterwards, an aunt who was s with us let slip that

he had asked who the brown-eyed li tle girl was, who

listened so intently to his sermon. - listened? I hadn't

heard a word he said. My e es had merely been fasting

on a beauty of line and “azure" the like of which they

had never seen ~and, incidentally, were never to see in

9. man again. (p.510

lam-ice Chest, too, ”feast his eyes" when he first sees

Ionise: like Richardson, he stares at the object of his

adoration “with an intentnees that soon became intensity,

and feverishly grow, until he could not tear his eyes

away.” (p.28) Later, Maurice members this meeting:

Something in the look of the face blanched by the unreal

light, made him recall the first time he had seen it, and

the impression it had then left on his mind. m1. she

leyed in dohnrs’s room, she had turned and looked at

, end it seemed to him then, that some occult force had

W.p.75.

“5m. , p.62.
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colouring, them—11m hold him 11: was

this facewhich drew him sin-oi;book with a. vital,

a much»: for the 31;; of he: and the touch of her «if

he we too long absent

It 13 significant that film shown that it was Jack

Strata‘s personal bounty that «and he: love; tho Mm

specifically“ ~mmwatuommtmhmoM

31W, too, found love u nth»Wt notions

"has: 11th mumwlthmmho thotmmhtoo

big for it“, the ”pond and the «an, storing into 11::

m yollov depths and wood-ring 1: thaw are an]:W

to drown in; mocked M: aux-whore 0.11:. by the auction

southern moonlighth Bang and. or stem stun than

Enrico, however, aha did not take this m1 plunge.

Richardson's ”119:.pr max-19w." of 1mm - he:

momma m- hor om:- school-follow, ‘Evalyn" .- can

’ :13on smuameofhcruommtot Mia’s

passion for Ionics, puticuhrly in its salons mad

posuuivo “poets. 0m haunting not is that Lou".

3.11:. the two recipient: of Richardson's much. is aid

to be old.” than hu- m.

From the foaming discussion it can be am this,

for Richardson. the amnion or the author's mmw

from his work did not noon the exclusion or his perm}.
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30 M1939: an other friends had tom-d "he mm

yolpings of ignorant m.” mun, an 16 3m

1939, the had written to atom:

may m7
otmtinahui’buna forth. warmth.
maofmrmal'onght bamdto Minimum.

rm. run: about “words mm man his mm math", and-tho
mien: cement: 1:: ha:-W to flu. Enact, than mt

mwmmuummmmmummmmma-

mtumtho“wmmt1m'»m#ewldmtbom
«11mm m to m authority. mm m, mM
felt rather guilty about his part in MM“ decision

to We the mam, mm

mMimam»“ “new .g mmMM...“on ‘.
reflection Mdm ’ $1MMods. , ”thumb:

mid mummoaum. thmm
mama human mum»: and.mmtohusedonw m. out!
mamas-mm flamm.

mmnummmamdmmmmms

Wrm.hodtdmtkmwthntflwunhmmnm

 
m.!

  



w.

mummmolmummumm

mm 11.31. mm: manner WIN” "mum

firm-lacing" w, mm, m to with m or W

stylistic horrors of the novel. In mm;Wmm the

”Wmottheiwnu“omdmmtumm

mumrmrmth¢m~Wm
m

abudtmmmmmflnms "Rummam
mu

hon.mmrmmmnom,mmorcmu
y

Wimpmmnalrmthenmt.twm:zwu

quarrel a on." (p.79) Wham», 1s :13th

fault. Itdocsnot Mpmmm‘umofmv Ind

Cosim‘smffuinntobomww,thmghmm
um

Wen:mmnm,mmrmmma

wmmmmm,mmmmmmmw

follow. me was a aim has." (p.335) m: 3.: am

ruminant or the unfortunate WA: orW

maimmwmmnewuwnunum

ummmmmm'nmmtmmawm

mmmmmmmammm

muwormmmwmmconthumumw

mungmmManm-muummmm

mm, and m: it with a 0.1m meme: m m

MamasmmmmdMwa-d.
mean,

not mm tint the ”Wm of the flux-5.0a“ my b-M

mummgmtm‘mlwmmnmw*

n ”I; M

i

      
 

“w. pm».
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mummoomoe. Just" theWWW

or may, mean, and pmn “mm” mm mm

Momma wish to reproduce "the opoooh or a hymn. m“,

:0 km mauve formality and inflation of the style or

WWM «planed by the "11‘“!!!-

muum~ rm the Won' um. um

umtohowbomquitodurtothouflmsbom

the foundWof tho lotto:- vritor and tho an.

owl «demo: of Mt and much.

Con-Mums ho: determination to mid everything

“that am: or motion“, one wonders why Rim

bothorod to mm a novel instead or o Ionian-out

biography. mommy, pox-hops, aroma“

Romomni's exploration or aloha-mm: out: inm

m:
momamtuwotmummmgtm.
Em: who» that“: mo mm by

at no).«no Cum a: Monthwho:
wax-'- on. .11.” with them

her objoot m to man” tho mum Indmm
which«W 1133' a 4%«3110!632’
6°..H.n.mngomogod¢ondor ”anrggmv I)

m an my" Iamnuy' “90.55 a '

Apparently Richardson thought tut thou “mum ma

influences” could but be mined in new ton. on;

was. also ammo “tattoo boom» 1%, 111:9 manna-w:

 

 

I "Wxfimfi‘m m7gaornaum,

Do ‘00..   
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mt:mthohoakqmtodm11ur,uphdmh¢rm

muormmanummmot

6031mm. Tommumlmsmmmotm

mamdMamutomz-m comm solemn:

Formotmoflungaumzmrmwmmrdmmmfl

memmdmnnutointhemttomchmu

ammbumrhothmmugar,toput1tmm

em and «1-11.: in this: chant“. he: met! for van Maw,

muurrorwamrmammmumumm

warm-her. Comma-n.1, wemwmmmm

fashions m 111'. and the 11m at othm. 13 mm «:1:

mun-mm

EM?W”mm”:1mafia“form1”: low”Uta:
ultimatum 1h.Matmmfo: “room“!

a alt-Mao Mum
misinuammv.’xwm tflut thawed:
mummlwamtom 13th. “swung-
Iwu Mating too-1min
didn't Wand. mama's andmy,“
”armada“ minimum;
manor ,Must-w,tmeomn 1m
”tun." (p )

Com, pmmwmnmrmmmmuusuc

mu,mmmmdta'mnmhtmmuatmm

wmnamxmumzomursmromaw

mam‘m‘. flammmtomryfimm

mumpsmmummymmoam:

MmWMMaMatWIWuhunn
public for thin 'mmumm
tumult-unit WWhrm:”form
wake:thgh&o1t.mtohmmWhomcmtu's

MmmmMails?!“ 1
mnm($gg)ggpa}.

 



m

Mum"mmmmmw cameraman

with than 0th.: mm in Richardson's mm me decide ta

marina their 11:0 to that of a person thcy think 1n and

or their help and notation: Mary Many, Johann W,

Annmarie, Sutu- Ann. All 01' thanW find that

lacs-inc” mud; m from being grateful, the rake:

aux-act.“ nanny man: the demands and residuum pm

onthu,nndlongtobormtommthoirm1mu

lawman. Emu mm mm! is in this respect no arms

fmflphioCthul, Mahmmnymdtheothon, mast:

Cum, too, 1: truth-and in hex- attcupt to gain mull-at

mum self-mutt“. '

In 3 letter or 3 Hay 1939 which apparently an an»

atom: quit. I; aback, Richardson said of m at tho Mm

 

On 18 May, she mt.

10mm: mttohm pod «tenant-d "homosexuality"
may last 10th:. I'm t forget tho 3::
amen“, Imd fifilwrkInux-nm .

or. smut-m W»-
VHhoom tenth- lav-autumn“

qumsmtbhiam m,mdtothmrtn
Mmmodmmmudn't

Mnmmwnmm'anmmmnm

Cosimghomshmteommtehpmuut
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tawurto Lint. In thomeript duftoi‘W

WMMMN directly tnpsmwowintominsto

the marriage, this: is clearly «id-at:

Just for tho mount the at his side as W31.

or saying anything. Boold believe his my mad at

thownotinoi’ol «thought» hudboonflungomhis

$34!.And when he did spook he only stuttu'od" ... but H.

”No hurry. Toke your own time.“

But docpmtoly druid that his silence dad be

construed» mwillingnou,honowmgodtoblurtout

“But Hutu, dour, mmkmohulwould... for"

Mul'moonoomd ”and Maori-all: ‘.

tom mmm dun”um. mu WIrim”?
thelug, nottho outidonoi‘ ... ottt'sow Coutto

fools“

And although the some m midoubly ohongod, Hons it

still show: to disliko Lilit'l idou ”($1130. m, you,

time ... hold to time! ... u to the drowning mum's gm.»

(p.10) not», he think:

~Por tomstohiuulf thoidaormriogohodm

31¢qu his mind. nodidr’x'tthirdxhom thonminxoort.

Quito ontoinlynox whoa «hm,nuriotwoi’oumlu

math-my. omwouldumbed: for

Milan mafia. nmzoaoly “I." a”.o anon - ,.

orufiitosilonooMahatma-m. on’

«- hofoltuoronthono‘dmtho WM

with oithor or than two young girl» (mt-.374

Thomdinaoi'thismmopmvimmofthohints

or Km' bemoan-.1 We: which Richardson mutton

throughoutthonovol. inothcrounbououintboopmins

dowriptiouorhinu'fiisommiononthoothorhmdhodn

no. rouuduaxirl'smdu moth” (p.30 - for itwill

mmmmtmmmsmm

Wminhorduoriptimotthomxnflti
n

w

Wmumgmbflmmmmu.
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W. And in tun other puma: Richardson,

through Com. was fairly when «fame: to this.

Com lay: of that! manna to her brother “mt than I

thinkholavedbnnlalmrlyumchuldid.’ mm

mummy: 'In on. my, W. batter tun he has m:-

lmd no." (p.223) Later, in reply to m mu “God 1::

Hum! Can n man not love without - without ...”', sh

retort: "szldyouhmo, 1fm'dbnn.vnm7 loving

Richarduyoudm,mdwwm1nntum? 0b.!»

honest, Hans, bohomt! mmmmummnm

place in your hurt." (p.327) Hans, 1t W8, bu not

headed the advice given in ”W“ about tho “pull“

or love; for him, carving Mat and serving Wagner take

pm our everything also, own hi: can emuvtty.

And, aeonnmctoruuu, 11:1:th momma.

that Hans, for .11 his «ml-int- :bout the neglect or his

mark, mm 111: tax. luminous

the time I!!! urn-1M twenty-um hour! m: him,

mmmmmwmat. ‘ .z.0 !

gator; m that Ems turned to an. (:figgmuu

meanntctbemconmmmu than, moth.

Mctmmnms, mmmwtemorm

dirt-mo in their an my! malt . though hurt it might

boomtmrtawmnmmty. Combuthmatto

findruIHImtmhapingHmdmlopumamtt, but

he, too. MummuHomunce. mmnmm

mulpmthutuk. umm-mmmm

not main-aha:
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"Ratchet I'mtrymg teseymnethingtedevith
t eforhim. t'ehewhedoem'tmmwgre.
Or he. Unleestomreehimflhenhe'e ill.erte
the children: at. And it's not wash Oheesh't eai
onit.... Richerd,hesheu1dnwerhsvensrriedo
mtmeorw. He's mefthasemvhadon'theeds
vita. 0:- e larch either." (9.22M

This is said on the night Cosine eentesm her have to W!

moi-hing he reams to viwuithnere elem thanhiiss:

Fete? He chewed the word sitting there withember,with
Bans' wife, in his em. in
thsthewauldhwegimthewrldtoeve myrfi‘;
never naked for this; 0: tone saw/thing to faster it. )

Bat, s true artist, Hemmer is quite prepsred to wept

anything thst Fete, or Cosine, offers to hie edvsntsae. no

point is, though, thatitismteemehhewhemdsherud

tekeeherfremmfldlw, esitieehevheneedshimsndtekes

himtmwnmlav, mdfromwoneelsemomightstaiher

opportunity for escrii'iee. Esrlier in the mvei there hm

been signs that Genius is jealous of W's 1m fer

Beam “em: "(Delicate end highly-strung were fiens'

wards for her. strange, thought Coretta, haw eerily m let

themselves be inflamed w A pure profile end e lawn

mouth)" (p.115) This jealousy recurs stter she hes attended

I. performance at m:

Entemsssherormedtheeewrdss tenet-eel
mte her thst it draw ' else before t.
W'Wflm dovithher? fathom“
moi-When” ruwioveether,hsdtthissuym
othmsn pessieéhbeehuttered. Another-duet sheuhed

misditinteflheim Andeniyhawthethereelfshehed
“Tw.m1L3flbeens:;ehedhyit.didshemeu

m”We...

owerdiditendhere Fog flags!"whether
we herirrepsrshleie WW.
imimt‘ditsen‘. meme“ minimums
themthingni thspmmin”65.11me into
Riehsrd'siire.sghdvmu;a:his Mm,hil j



m 1

Wmaothmt mmommtmshtmm i

hm. mm should Ium mum. mama.»- that.

gamma”... hudbomvbomtonn. And 8mm.

mummgnmnawwmm? ' :
commoner: Manta t. For the couldnot «31% ~

hnppcn «- and 11w. (pp. 7)

AndmahonmImthut "tokoophorphmathu side (to

keep him 1133):!” m wound for my written." Hm'

bitter mtontho mama-1a: “opts withing”.

“(The vane, 01' can", for than who we aka in by it.

For she'd haw her cm W in the and.” (9.39) - 1.

mpported by 31mm: pmnuuan of Cam. In has

unfiOMpn with both mm and Mr. the is m

vehement-dept“ scumbag-0mm. After than“

mmmwmmrwmmheodtomv .

“prcpoatomn ids. that I should so to home, to my 23th”.

tortvomoloym”,mmtold “Formmhurtm I

light as tit. She had got what she muted." (p.291)

Itisbocmscotthew: gimtoColmmdm

new flat I wmwmmuuumarm

mmoldy in terms of the conflict mm mm

orthomstmdthedmorordmrypaplo. It“

mme this idoumbouloduaausunuumof

Cow's action” a justification which Menu-dunW

bkoffoflnsltthomdoffinmm: "20:811.!“th

mtnhobclimdtoboa mm. mamas-11.2mm

Andvhcthor shunt thmiwormpunm'mt

hm to mac." (p.337) sat. a Men-mm m‘

Comm mum tom

.
_

a
s
‘
w
a

,
A
-

R
.|

 



m

umchbvaulfluadmnhc“umthammu”uw

hormnoods. mmmmunomummm'3.

Wagnar proud” the perfect man: which she 1a MW

mttcletsnptmharxraap. Itucoainnrathorm

mmmmhamrmww. Ho.11k¢alla£

Richardaan'a failures, an idea); which eunuch. mum.

forbaisnotawm. Mohammm,u1nanmmg

mm to give no «finite indication of hu- vim in m

Wsmmtehm.mamtma7mt939

whore an no 03-90“: in LC. It'a wt m M
1:4? or take aim. loan that to w mun, “Mad

have "any branch .

mm
Mttar out! .

Thus, men more Richardson's sympathies m with the person

mmIodtoatmnmidulaumlodWa-MM

1n Wet with the manta.” of his amnion - rather

than with the person we fauna fulfilment.

Wowmwflfit

mum-1mm” mmumuummmmotx

mun: Richardaon mm, thaw «ma-mm Mama

point: for an mum-m or he: aohimnt. In the abort

stat-1n the poo: atylo and m: untimtal attitude» to

childhood which also flaw ho: "big boobs“ are more «meat

mmnumthinatommutwm m

naturaluuc method armamtbymnaflmo:

mm. my mum ntharthanatm mum. «my

www.13mtmmtomammay.
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Richardson has an space to duping! hm- talantg at

character-drawing and maturation. InW

Richardm': accept: to lament be:mMW,

tombmohormtunngntothura, tonitonthw

ma have, and in not had, written ”cults 1n 1 back which

lacks my norm 111 m1. mt! marina”. It 1: t wry

plan: view of flu W11 Haw-Colin triangle . 5 mm

of "pox-tags nth” than a study or curator. mm‘:

might into Cain's mum, ”on in hob prostitution of

Canaan's 3m, and: to he dusted by the am

mix-mum of Cain's than at than we value. And

this also mm with the other Win. Buchanan

am to Manta-Ito mum the tmth or {duty of

the warm-beak mum-m:- Iho incorporate: in the m.

w. m m: tutu: beyond tho Mm mmW,

Mamet the dopth flat 1::mmmmmumt

writs.

Richardson‘xthansht tint umm manure:

mun um thmbmath,26mdmotthnma 1am

shouttdnaltinhormhuthmthmmtmtm

mttnbonnodtobotmmdmtwmuyu tan.

WtWWandm

. .. , than 1: a constantmm

or the 03pr by tho new, or t!» mount by than M

“drum, unlabuminW. mm:

ironic use of analyst-don, mention and mum.

 

m

a

800 3.2!.3.6m, ..: : ~ , (1961).

1’ 1"”30

 



27]..

Richnrdsnntsablotogivoapattmtothbm

melanin and sweets.” prosonution or hot start”, to

ziwthanpomtumnuprobmuty. Aswan“

insisting on pmbthflity, objectivity and depth. Rim-an ‘

banned that than «ration of "mi 1nd intense" characters 5

m the Mel‘s ”min and and object, the conflict or

per-aunts.» 1t: 42mm” Away um: 31m m not a

well formhtod at the beginning of her writing W.

mrflntmlsmoummultwucrn

mmMmtmarms min, particularzyln

W. Here the chic: character (has wt 20-13;

"mm M"; m“ mum at. u 1.0:: :1th

mztwmmmmummwmerumn

mama, madman. 3::th

WandWtum 1:! tW -

cram“ to ammmmtm; 1m ”mum

tow. douflpttmotmmmm to Wm!»

mmoeommmm. MW”a

result, the chamtors an aim“ smartly at up“: fun

MrvorldmdthisnddstathoW"manty¢£m

book. ThisInckotuekg-omdm, perhaps, 50039111306

by Richardson's determination to put nothing in the m1

mmmmdmtpmohorcmtmwmmmto _

have thought or and. was no: we» pasta-b1: mama?

 
«i

3

2780. her letter to 1mm» Palmer, 3W 1929; «ma

bym inmm Fe ‘93.

mm sum“, mg m 12-3.
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plenty of information about comm 0913:1921: a: We,

thoyprabably didmtmmahahouthormmmofw

tux-mung» similarly,'as I have said, Richardson's Maw

 

ramltad from her wish to doreribo the Australia:Wt

mtuitaypoaradtohorbntuitmuldhawmuradfio

her characters. The Leipzig m 1n 1,» e.» .4»; It. 1: a1”

prcmtod through thin character” eyes, as is the when).

Wtofmmbut as Menu-dun m

Material): a contemporary of the character- in than

mmma,mmzmmmtmmorm

rmmwmmmnthuthmmmm.

than Richardm's failure to «rate r vivid 1mm

of the Wm landscape in .9 .‘

  

meemtonmltrmhcrudnntytemm.

raraanmoquallypmentinmmthomra

obvimmmhmmolbmotthomimora

character who" outlook m historically mud from

Richardson's. Andthough Richardson's "31$.me

 

mmoanrmmldeodummm

mm,thoportrayalofmny,1£shohadpmmmm

lemmothum. Atthoondofhorrmele

"The Limits at 30:11.3", Leonie Kramer quota: 1 mil:m

wmmnmmoumormnm-amm

"anoint. truth": "3mm? .- 11; 3.- ans of than WW

mummomma» harms-ad itself with, and
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it: first principle 1: an utter luck of the insinuate

faculties."29 m me which 1m. up to thism u
intenetins since it shows some or the difficulties involved

in the mthads at writing and by Rim:

“De you beumflwheauyou matter a question in the
animate a: a m toning
tho truth? 1‘ng“thebetpggufeetly‘grmlm
would need toMinto me me me or «plan-til.
u no qudstmmr would here the penance to lie-ten“tom
One mam to teko int: mt the mates-able threads
that haw gone to making the stetenent mt it 1:. Do yen
tummtometeme armadyeetorna lathepmt
m,’1tvou1abotm7 Rimmed: {am-aeel-dado“
thetteuyouthtlhemlmgedvith whartfarttta
mtopeee? armIeMttt—Imaneedto mason
wvholometeton ametimmdentend 89 Were
13 no mach thing” If there wore. the
finest «bu-nu”of mm mad be but. here in
Munoz-goatthe truth a: pants.“Woman; life 15 not an

bred as flat. Aadonlythe maze“)netureem'be
satisfied with e blunt yes a: no.” (w. 5-6)

30m mid. I think, me Riehnrdeonofbeime

"gross nature" for in en he: make we town:- Men in

«chewing e one-mild“ outlook an he: mun. end ta“

to be “perfectly truthful". Manna/en's abjectiuty, end

probability. reenlt 1n the noun: that her elm-eat»: m

determining their own fete” ehe can rarely be accused of

cents-hence, or Mating he: etory to express a principle

or an effect. But than ten eaten here corresponding

detect: - Richardson has to tell all in order to mm the

crudemse of absentee, whet eh. tolls mt um mm

and mmublo. the amt employ the ”lecture amnesia

which guarantee e. feet-moving and immediately interesting

- end impressive novel. Like Krei‘rt'e question”, the reed”.
 I. ' b

”M, ‘1 _ III “9“). F079-
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of mm‘: mm mm 1.: confronted with "am a! .

czplmtian'. It is anly on the com. and 11hr, man:

that men of tho point or Riehrdm‘s ms of «Man

becomes apparent, that on. mowim- the skill withm

the combine: the "immutable thread.” at her “on. And

it might be “Rod 1:, in working in m: m, 31W 1:

not making too amt I demand on the man’s patience.

especially as the style a: bar writing is no match

for its 1m. While m of the stylistic mam.

mmwmher harvests, mbowlaimdwm

attupt to mu 1:: her mms' idiom, Richardson mm»

mm: «hunter: mtbohlmdror momma»: mt

result... Summon than cinch. any can doubts-1M ma

pus-punctual - a 1n the Wynne: 3mm Guava first

unatmuorthommm*but1tm

too {may for w Justina-Man. 1

coma-mammmummmmmm

mmughtmmmgu whammm

thoprohlmaturoandtnmmmommumu

mwmuflmtamuummstc 15mm

mowmmtbmdthmhmthewormnmwl

that math to fact does not equal truth to 11mm: tho.

m1. "memummmrmmmm

Mum:- ”mmmn mm. 31mm

in «than? mha character, butWIhum

maintained its initial WW" the 28mm main.

aim Richardson's mm,mmm 1:WW '

Wmummmlwh "unannmu

  
   A 
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mwmmmtmmmmehm.m

besddtoemtnmmtomytoitswlmtyMb

zummmaamgmtmm madam“,
mmmmecmumormmmhmmtof

enmmthommMchtMam-cmm mMi
mummtedtnherm,h&rmmmm :
Wflthhepstmu,mtmmtmm1

mmththmmmumdby'humty

tomhnumwathmgatm". (p.37) mmw
“mammmmm*sm$,m¢wm

fimbungthsmofmehofttsm Alflmg‘hm

mum'mumuytmmmummmmm

MW,WM'WWM¢G’£
.,

W,1tdmmummmof“mm

«Mannmmmmmunum

  

   

 

m .w mammammtmm

mumammmmwmmm

mwfiaofnfamch,mmteorflmirmm,
mmmmmnnatymm. Ram's !
mutation on Minx-a, mistakes andmm does,

M,mmmmmumumm, ;
We. MMmmmtlmmm‘sm, i
mmmmmmsormmmm
mztwmwmmmmmuzu
www.mmuamamm

mm
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