Tribute and Trade



China and the West in the Modern World

William Christie, Series Editor

China and the West in the Modern World publishes original,
peer-reviewed research on cultural, diplomatic, and trade relations
between China and the West from the accession of the Manchu
Qing dynasty in 1644 to the present. The series aims to map and
interpret historical and cultural interactions during the gradual
opening up of China to an enterprising and expansive West, as a
sequence of Chinese governments developed policies of
accommodation and exclusion in reaction to pressure from
Western commerce, culture, and religion. The series brings into
play different national and disciplinary perspectives to achieve a
more thorough and cross-culturally nuanced understanding of the
political, economic, and cultural background to the negotiations
and realignments currently underway between China and Western
nations.

The Poison of Polygamy
Wong Shee Ping, translated by Ely Finch

Tribute and Trade: China and Global Modernity, 1784-1935
Ed. William Christie, Angela Dunstan and Q.S. Tong



Tribute and Trade

China and Global Modernity,
1784-1935

Edited by William Christie,
Angela Dunstan and Q. S. Tong

SYDNEY UNIVERSITY PRESS



First published by Sydney University Press
© Individual contributors 2020
© Sydney University Press 2020

Reproduction and communication for other purposes

Except as permitted under the Act, no part of this edition may be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system, or communicated in any form or by any means without prior written
permission. All requests for reproduction or communication should be made to Sydney
University Press at the address below:

Sydney University Press

Fisher Library FO3

University of Sydney NSW 2006
Australia
sup.info@sydney.edu.au
sydneyuniversitypress.com.au

M A catalogue record for this book is available
L1BRARY from the National Library of Australia.

OF AUSTRALIA

ISBN 9781743326008 paperback
ISBN 9781743325995 epub
ISBN 9781743326916 mobi
ISBN 9781743327050 pdf

Cover image: The waterfront at Canton with the American, British and Danish factories and
the Protestant church, Studio Tingqua, c. 1847-56. Caroline Simpson Collection, Sydney
Living Museums.

Cover design by Nathan Grice.



Contents

Figures

Introduction: China and the West in the Long Eighteenth Century
William Christie

1

“That full complement of riches’: China and the Problems of
Political Economy in Adam Smith’s The Wealth of Nations
Robert Markley

Cultural Cross-Dressing in the House of Pankeequa
William Christie

The Lady Hughes Affair, Extraterritoriality, and the Limits
of Liberalism
Q. S. Tong

Once Upon a Time in 1784: American Mercantile
Biographies and the Romance of Free Trade Imperialism
Kendall A. Johnson

‘What stories I shall have to tell!”: Mediating China in the
Writings of Charles Lamb and Thomas Manning
James Watt

vii

23

53

79

109

145



Tribute and Trade

6 Global Contacts of Canton in the Qing Dynasty: A
Discussion of Export Painting
Yinghe Jiang

7 ‘A desperate traffic’: John Francis Davis, China, the Opium
Trade and First Opium War
Peter Kitson

8  Walter Scott’s Writing, Collecting and Reading China
Kang-yen Chiu

9 ‘Sheer Memory’: The Victorian Idea of Confucian
Education
Dongqing Wang

10 The Life and Death and Life of Augustus Raymond Margary
Elizabeth Hope Chang

11 Linguistic Nationalism and Its Discontents: Chinese
Latinisation and Its Practice of Equality
Lorraine Wong

About the Contributors
Index

vi

165

183

205

225

243

273

303
307





