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A B S T R A C T

Background

Chronic kidney disease (CKD) is a significant risk factor for premature cardiovascular disease and death. Increased oxidative stress in
people with CKD has been implicated as a potential causative factor for some cardiovascular diseases. Antioxidant therapy may reduce
cardiovascular mortality and morbidity in people with CKD.

Objectives

To examine the benefits and harms of antioxidant therapy on mortality and cardiovascular events in people with CKD stages 3 to 5; dialysis,
and kidney transplantation patients.

Search methods

We searched the Cochrane Renal Group's specialised register (July 2011), CENTRAL (Issue 6, 2011), MEDLINE (from 1966) and EMBASE (from
1980).

Selection criteria

We included all randomised controlled trials (RCTs) investigating the use of antioxidants for people with CKD, or subsets of RCTs reporting
outcomes for participants with CKD.

Data collection and analysis

Titles and abstracts were screened independently by two authors who also performed data extraction using standardised forms. Results
were pooled using the random eJects model and expressed as either risk ratios (RR) or mean diJerence (MD) with 95% confidence intervals
(CI).

Main results

We identified 10 studies (1979 participants) that assessed antioxidant therapy in haemodialysis patients (two studies); kidney transplant
recipients (four studies); dialysis and non-dialysis CKD patients (one study); and patients requiring surgery (one study). Two additional
studies reported the eJect of an oral antioxidant inflammation modulator in patients with CKD (estimated glomerular filtration rate (eGFR)
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20 to 45 mL/min/1.73 m2), and post-hoc findings from a subgroup of people with mild-to-moderate renal insuJiciency (serum creatinine
≥125 μmol/L) respectively. Interventions included diJerent doses of vitamin E (two studies); multiple antioxidant therapy (three studies);
co-enzyme Q (one study); acetylcysteine (one study); bardoxolone methyl (one study); and human recombinant superoxide dismutase
(two studies).

Compared with placebo, antioxidant therapy showed no clear overall eJect on cardiovascular mortality (RR 0.95, 95% CI 0.70 to 1.27; P =
0.71); all-cause mortality (RR 0.93, 95% CI 0.76 to 1.14; P = 0.48); cardiovascular disease (RR 0.78, 95% CI 0.52 to 1.18; P = 0.24); coronary heart
disease (RR 0.71, 95% CI 0.42 to 1.23; P = 0.22); cerebrovascular disease (RR 0.91, 95% CI 0.63 to 1.32; P = 0.63); or peripheral vascular disease
(RR 0.54, 95% CI 0.26 to 1.12; P = 0.10). Subgroup analyses found no evidence of significant heterogeneity based on proportions of males (P
= 0.99) or diabetes (P = 0.87) for cardiovascular disease. There was significant heterogeneity for cardiovascular disease when studies were
analysed by CKD stage (P = 0.003). Significant benefit was conferred by antioxidant therapy for cardiovascular disease prevention in dialysis
patients (RR 0.57, 95% CI 0.41 to 0.80; P = 0.001), although no eJect was observed in CKD patients (RR 1.06, 95% CI 0.84 to 1.32; P = 0.63).

Antioxidant therapy was found to significantly reduce development of end-stage of kidney disease (ESKD) (RR 0.50, 95% CI 0.25 to 1.00;
P = 0.05); lowered serum creatinine levels (MD 1.10 mg/dL, 95% CI 0.39 to 1.81; P = 0.003); and improved creatinine clearance (MD 14.53
mL/min, 95% CI 1.20 to 27.86; P = 0.03). Serious adverse events were not significantly increased by antioxidants (RR 2.26, 95% CI 0.74 to
6.95; P = 0.15).

Risk of bias was assessed for all studies. Studies that were classified as unclear for random sequence generation or allocation concealment
reported significant benefits from antioxidant therapy (RR 0.57, 95% CI 0.41 to 0.80; P = 0.001) compared with studies at low risk of bias
(RR 1.06, 95% CI 0.84 to 1.32; P = 0.63).

Authors' conclusions

Although antioxidant therapy does not reduce the risk of cardiovascular and all-cause death or major cardiovascular events in people with
CKD, it is possible that some benefit may be present, particularly in those on dialysis. However, the small size and generally suboptimal
quality of the included studies highlighted the need for suJiciently powered studies to confirm this possibility. Current evidence suggests
that antioxidant therapy in predialysis CKD patients may prevent progression to ESKD; this finding was however based on a very small
number of events. Further studies with longer follow-up are needed for confirmation. Appropriately powered studies are needed to reliably
assess the eJects of antioxidant therapy in people with CKD.

P L A I N   L A N G U A G E   S U M M A R Y

Is antioxidant therapy beneficial for people with chronic kidney disease?

People with chronic kidney disease (CKD) have high risk of developing heart disease and dying prematurely. Although heart disease has
many causes, damage caused by poor oxygen exchange in the body's cells (oxidative stress) is thought to be a major problem. People
with CKD oSen have evidence of oxidative stress and this is positively associated with the rate of kidney disease progression. We assessed
current evidence to evaluate how antioxidant therapy influenced outcomes for patients with CKD. Overall, we found that antioxidant
therapy did not reduce the risk of heart disease or death in people with CKD, but that this could vary depending on CKD stage. There was
some evidence to suggest that people on dialysis may benefit from antioxidant treatment, and that these therapies could reduce the risk
of kidney disease becoming worse. However, these results are based on very limited evidence and further studies are needed to confirm
if antioxidant therapy could be of benefit for people with CKD.
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B A C K G R O U N D

Description of the condition

People with chronic kidney disease (CKD) are at high risk
of premature cardiovascular disease and death (Sarnak 2003).
This risk applies to people at all stages of CKD, ranging from
a relatively modest magnitude of increase among those with
microalbuminuria (de Zeeuw 2006), to more than 20-fold increased
risk in people with end-stage kidney disease (ESKD) (ANZOD 2004;
Lowrie 1990). Although not age-specific overall, risk is markedly
higher in younger patients, among whom ESKD is associated with a
several hundred-fold increase in the risk of cardiovascular mortality
(Lowrie 1990).

The aetiology of cardiovascular disease in CKD is complex and
remains relatively poorly understood. Heightened cardiovascular
disease risk may result from both an increased prevalence of
traditional cardiovascular risk factors among people with CKD
(Landray 2001), as well as the so-called non-traditional risk factors
that are unique to CKD (Himmelfarb 2000; Stenvinkel 2001; Zoccali
2000; Zoccali 2002) which may augment cardiovascular risk.
Studies of strategies to reduce cardiovascular risk in people with
ESKD have been inconclusive. Studies of lipid lowering therapies
(Wanner 2005), dialysis technique modification (Eknoyan 2002),
anaemia normalisation (Phrommintikul 2007), and phosphate
lowering therapies (St Peter 2008) have yet to demonstrate overall
benefits. New strategies to reduce risk are therefore urgently
required.

Description of the intervention

Increased oxidative stress has been implicated as a
potential causative factor in various types of cardiovascular
diseases, including: atherosclerosis (Bachem 1999; Galle 1999),
cardiomyopathy (Giugliano 1995; Lee 1991; Singal 1981; Singal
1982; Singal 1983; Wohaieb 1987), and heart failure (Dhalla 1996).
Increased oxidative stress in both cardiac and vascular myocytes
may be a consequence of either an increase in the formation of
reactive oxygen species (Kukreja 1992; Kukreja 1994; Singal 1998),
and a decrease in the antioxidant reserve (Halliwell 1994), or both.

Oxidative stress is increased in people with CKD (Himmelfarb 2000).
A range of naturally occurring vitamins (such as vitamins A, C,
E) and other substances (N-acetyl cysteine) have demonstrated
antioxidant activity in vitro and in vivo (Brunet 1995; Frei 1989;
Islam 2000; Meydani 1994). However, the eJects of clinical
interventions to reduce oxidative stress in people with CKD remain
uncertain.

How the intervention might work

Studies assessing the eJects of antioxidant therapy in the
general population have not identified any cardiovascular benefit
(Bjelakovic 2008). It is possible however, that these studies may
not have been able to identify important benefits of antioxidant
therapy in selected groups, particularly among those who may
stand to benefit most from these agents. Increased oxidative
stress is common in people with kidney dysfunction, particularly
among those with ESKD (Himmelfarb 2000; Himmelfarb 2002).
Elevated oxidative stress has long been implicated as a factor in
the development of cardiovascular disease (Giugliano 1995; Singal
1981), and because oxidative stress levels are oSen higher among

people with CKD, antioxidant therapy may potentially oJer benefits
for these patients.

Why it is important to do this review

Strategies to reduce morbidity and mortality in CKD are required
urgently. Despite numerous in vitro and animal studies supporting
the role of antioxidants in preventing cardiovascular morbidity and
mortality (Jolly 1984; Kaul 1995; Peng 1995; Prasad 1997), large-
scale human clinical studies conducted in the general population
have failed to demonstrate any such benefits, and indeed, have
suggested potential harm (Bjelakovic 2008). A strong scientific
rationale exists for the potential value of antioxidants in the
CKD population, among whom oxidative stress is substantially
increased. The aim of this review was to provide a comprehensive
overview of the available evidence regarding the eJect of
antioxidant therapy in people with CKD.

O B J E C T I V E S

The aim of this review was to investigate the benefits and
harms associated with antioxidant therapy (vitamins A, C, E, beta
carotene, N-acetyl cysteine) in patients with CKD stages 3 to 5;
dialysis, and transplantation patients.

M E T H O D S

Criteria for considering studies for this review

Types of studies

All randomised controlled trials (RCTs) assessing the use of
antioxidants in people with CKD, or subsets of broader RCTs
reporting outcomes for CKD. A minimum of 100 patient-years
per treatment arm was planned to reduce the risk of reporting
or publication bias; however, this criterion was subsequently
abandoned because of the small number of trials identified. Studies
with sequential or cross-over designs were excluded.

Types of participants

Adults (over 18 years of age) on dialysis, who were kidney
transplantation recipients, or with CKD stages 3 to 5 as defined by
the KDOQI guidelines (KDOQI 2002) or by the author.

Types of interventions

Studies randomising patients to antioxidants compared with
placebo, standard, or no treatment. Studies of agents in which a
major mechanism of action was not thought to be antioxidant were
excluded, such as statins.

Comparisons investigated were:

• Vitamin A versus placebo, standard, or no treatment

• Vitamin C versus placebo, standard, or no treatment

• Vitamin E versus placebo, standard, or no treatment

• N-acetyl cysteine versus placebo, standard, or no treatment

• Beta carotene versus placebo, standard, or no treatment

• Flavonoids versus placebo, standard, or no treatment

• Any antioxidant versus placebo, standard, or no treatment

• Any combination of antioxidants versus placebo, standard, or no
treatment.
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Studies were included where any of the above comparisons
were delivered via any schedule of dosing and any route of
administration.

Types of outcome measures

Primary outcomes

• Cardiovascular mortality.

Secondary outcomes

• All-cause mortality

• Cardiovascular disease defined as a composite of the following
outcomes: fatal and non-fatal myocardial infarction (MI), fatal
and non-fatal stroke and cardiovascular death, or as defined by
study authors

• Coronary heart disease consisting of fatal and non-fatal MI as
well as coronary revascularisation, or as defined by authors

• Cerebrovascular disease including stroke (overall and by
subtype), transient ischaemic attacks, and cerebrovascular
revascularisation

•   Peripheral vascular disease consisting of lower limb
revascularisation or amputation

•   Kidney-specific outcomes consisting of ESKD in CKD
participants as defined by the requirement for renal
replacement therapy (RRT) or death due to kidney disease, mean
annual change in estimated glomerular filtration rate (eGFR),
thrombosis of vascular access

• Adverse events from antioxidant therapy:
* Malignancy

* Haematological events (such as cerebral or other
haemorrhage)

* Gastrointestinal events

* Infection

* Any self-reported adverse events

Search methods for identification of studies

Electronic searches

We searched the Cochrane Renal Group's Specialised Register (6
July 2011) through contact with the Trials' Search Co-ordinator
using search terms relevant to this review.

The Cochrane Renal Group’s Specialised Register contains studies
identified from:

1. Quarterly searches of the Cochrane Central Register of
Controlled Trials CENTRAL

2. Weekly searches of MEDLINE OVID SP

3. Handsearching of renal-related journals and the proceedings of
major renal conferences

4. Searching of the current year of EMBASE OVID SP

5. Weekly current awareness alerts for selected renal journals

6. Searches of the International Clinical Trials Register (ICTRP)
Search Portal and ClinicalTrials.gov.

Studies contained in the Specialised Register are identified through
search strategies for CENTRAL, MEDLINE, and EMBASE based on the
scope of the Cochrane Renal Group. Details of these strategies as
well as a list of handsearched journals, conference proceedings and

current awareness alerts are available in the Specialised Register
section of information about the Cochrane Renal Group.

See Appendix 1 for search terms used in strategies for this review.

Searching other resources

1. Reference lists of nephrology textbooks, review articles and
relevant studies.

2. Letters seeking information about unpublished or incomplete
trials to investigators known to be involved in previous studies.

Data collection and analysis

Selection of studies

The search strategy described was used to obtain titles and
abstracts of studies relevant to this review. Titles and abstracts
were screened independently by two authors (MJ, VV), who
discarded studies that were not applicable; however, studies and
reviews that might include relevant data or information on studies
were retained. Two authors (MJ, VV) independently assessed
and retrieved abstracts and, if necessary the full text, of these
studies to determine which studies satisfied the inclusion criteria.
Disagreements were resolved in discussion with a third author (VP).

Data extraction and management

Data extraction was carried out independently by three authors
(MJ, VV, BC) using standard data extraction forms. Publication in
non-English language was not an exclusion criterion. Where more
than one publication of one study existed, only the publication with
the most complete data for each individual outcome was included
in that analysis. Any discrepancy between published versions was
highlighted.

Assessment of risk of bias in included studies

The following items were assessed using the risk of bias assessment
tool (Higgins 2011) (see Appendix 2).

• Was there adequate sequence generation (selection bias)?

• Was allocation adequately concealed (selection bias)?

• Was knowledge of the allocated interventions adequately
prevented during the study (detection bias)?
* Participants and personnel

* Outcome assessors

• Were incomplete outcome data adequately addressed (attrition
bias)?

• Are reports of the study free of suggestion of selective outcome
reporting (reporting bias)?

• Was the study apparently free of other problems that could put
it at a risk of bias?

Measures of treatment e=ect

For dichotomous outcomes (all-cause mortality, MI, coronary
revascularisation, cardiovascular death, stroke, cerebrovascular
revascularisation, peripheral vascular disease, and ESKD-specific
outcomes) results were expressed as risk ratios (RR) with 95%
confidence intervals (CI). Where continuous scales of measurement
were used to assess the eJects of treatment (such as serum
creatinine), the mean diJerence (MD) was used, or the standardised
mean diJerence (SMD) if diJerent scales were used.
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Unit of analysis issues

Analyses were performed using the intention-to-treat principle
wherever possible.

Dealing with missing data

Where outcomes were reported in insuJicient detail to enable
meta-analysis, and further information was not forthcoming from
investigators, these outcomes were tabulated and assessed using
descriptive techniques; and where possible, risk diJerence (RD)
with 95% CI were calculated.

Assessment of heterogeneity

Heterogeneity was analysed using a Chi2 test on n-1 degrees of
freedom, with an alpha of 0.05 used for statistical significance and
with the I2 test (Higgins 2003). I2 values of 25%, 50% and 75%
correspond to low, medium and high levels of heterogeneity.

Assessment of reporting biases

Although it was planned that risk of small study bias which would
be investigated by creating and analysing funnel plots, insuJicient
data were identified to enable assessment. Attrition bias was
assessed using the loss/event ratio. Although we had planned to
assess the presence of publication and other reporting biases by
interpreting funnel plots and using statistical tests (Beggs’ test),
there were insuJicient data to do so.

Data synthesis

Data were pooled using the random-eJects model but the fixed-
eJect model was also analysed to ensure robustness of the model
chosen and susceptibility to outliers.

Subgroup analysis and investigation of heterogeneity

Meta-regression (for the outcome of major cardiovascular events)
and subgroup analysis was performed to explore possible
sources of heterogeneity (e.g. participants, interventions and
study quality). Meta-regression analyses were performed using
STATA version 9.2 (STATA 9.2). Adverse eJects were tabulated and

assessed with descriptive techniques, as they were described and
defined diJerently across the included studies. Where possible,
the RD with 95% CI was calculated for each adverse eJect, either
compared to no treatment or to another agent.

Heterogeneity was analysed using the Cochran Q test on N-1
degrees of freedom, with P < 0.05 used to denote statistical
significance, and the I2 test (with uncertainty intervals).

Subgroup analysis was conducted according to the following
characteristics:

• gender

• history of cardiac disease or diabetes mellitus

• prior vitamin supplementation

• concurrent vitamin supplementation

• concomitant medications (e.g. statins)

• KDOQI stage of CKD

• study quality

Plausible explanations for variations in treatment eJect were
explored using subgroup analyses based on study quality and
length of follow-up.

Sensitivity analysis

Sensitivity analyses were undertaken to assess the impact of
individual studies on the overall results if significant evidence of
heterogeneity was observed.

R E S U L T S

Description of studies

Results of the search

The combined search of MEDLINE, EMBASE, the Cochrane Renal
Group’s specialised register and CENTRAL identified 1080 reports of
which 672 were excluded (Figure 1). The major reasons for exclusion
were search overlap and reporting outcomes that were not relevant
to this review.
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Figure 1.   Flowchart indicating the process of study identification and selection for this review

 
We assessed 25 full-text articles (and information from the authors
of abstracts of scientific proceedings). Our initial restriction of only
including studies with at least 100 patient-years/treatment arm was
not applied due to the very limited number of relevant studies
available. ASer assessment, we identified 10 completed studies
(BEAM Study 2011; HOPE 2000; Land 1994; Pollak 1993; Rabl 1993;
Shoskes 2005; Singh 2000; SPACE Study 2000; Tepel 2003; Wijnen
2002); of these, three had at least 100 patient-years of follow-up/
treatment arm (HOPE 2000; Land 1994; SPACE Study 2000). One on-
going study was identified and will be analysed in a future update
(BEACON Study).

Included studies

We included 10 studies (1979 participants) in the final analysis.
SPACE Study 2000 and Tepel 2003 assessed eJects of antioxidant
therapies in haemodialysis patients; Singh 2000 included both
dialysis and non-dialysis CKD patients; Land 1994, Pollak 1993,
Rabl 1993 and Shoskes 2005 included kidney transplant recipients;
BEAM Study 2011 assessed the eJects of an oral antioxidant
inflammation modulator in CKD patients (defined as eGFR 20 to
45 mL/min/1.73 m2); HOPE 2000 reported post-hoc findings of a

subgroup from a large study of participants with mild-to-moderate
renal insuJiciency (defined as serum creatinine ≥125 μmol/L); and
Wijnen 2002 included patients undergoing elective surgery for
infrarenal abdominal aneurysm. Follow-up duration ranged from 6
days to 4.5 years.

Excluded studies

We excluded 13 studies aSer assessment of the full-text articles.
Of these, seven did not report outcomes relevant to this review
(Abendroth 1992; Agarwal 2004a; Mune 1999; Noel 2000; Perkins
2009; Schneeberger 1989; Schramm 2002); one investigated an
agent whose major mechanism of action was not antioxidation
(Wlodarczyk 2000); and four used either sequential or cross-over
designs (ATIC Study 2005; Blackhall 2005; Panzetta 1995; Yukawa
1995).

Risk of bias in included studies

Study quality varied, but overall, there was insuJicient reported
information regarding randomisation procedures and allocation
concealment among the included studies (Figure 2; Figure 3).

 

Antioxidants for chronic kidney disease (Review)

Copyright © 2014 The Cochrane Collaboration. Published by John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.

6



Cochrane
Library

Trusted evidence.
Informed decisions.
Better health.

 
 

Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews

Figure 2.   Risk of bias graph: review authors' judgements about each risk of bias item presented as percentages
across all included studies.
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Figure 3.   Risk of bias summary: review authors' judgements about each risk of bias item for each included study.

 
Allocation

We assessed eight included studies as either uncertain risk or
high risk of selection bias that stemmed from lack of allocation
concealment.

Blinding

Among the included studies, six were reported as being double-
blinded (BEAM Study 2011; HOPE 2000; Land 1994; Pollak 1993;
Singh 2000; Tepel 2003), but of these, only three explicitly reported
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double-blinding methodologies (HOPE 2000; Land 1994; Singh
2000). Tepel 2003 specifically reported no blinding. The Heart
Outcomes Prevention Evaluation (HOPE) Study, which provided
the subgroup data in this review, reported that the study outcome
assessors were blinded (HOPE 2000). No studies reported blinding
of data assessors. Three studies reported no information regarding
blinding (Rabl 1993; Shoskes 2005; Wijnen 2002).

Incomplete outcome data

In a report of the HOPE study, it was reported that 89% of
participants were still taking vitamin E at the final visit (Yusuf
2000); and HOPE 2000, which reported subgroup data for this
study, stated that only data from the original intention-to-treat
analysis were used. Tepel 2003 did not report withdrawals but
stated that all analyses were based on an intention-to-treat basis.
Land 1994 reported complete follow-up, but there was no reporting
of analyses being conducted on an intention-to-treat basis. SPACE
Study 2000 did not report withdrawals or exclusion of participant
data from the analysis. Neither SPACE Study 2000 nor Pollak 1993
reported withdrawal or adherence rates.

Selective reporting

Publication bias could not be assessed due to inconsistency of data
reporting in the included studies.

Other potential sources of bias

Randomisation methodology was not clearly described in five
studies (Land 1994; Rabl 1993; Shoskes 2005; Tepel 2003; Wijnen
2002).

E=ects of interventions

Cardiovascular mortality

There was no significant diJerence in cardiovascular mortality
between antioxidant and placebo groups (Analysis 1.1 (3 studies,
1323 participants): RR 0.95, 95% CI 0.70 to 1.27; P = 0.71). There was
no significant heterogeneity (Chi2 = 1.60; P = 0.45, I2 = 0%).

All-cause mortality

There was no significant diJerence in all-cause mortality between
antioxidant and placebo groups (Analysis 1.2 (5 studies, 1727
participants): RR 0.93, 95% CI 0.76 to 1.14; P = 0.48). There was no
significant heterogeneity (Chi2 = 2.25; P = 0.69, I2 = 0%).

Cardiovascular disease

There was no clear evidence of protection against cardiovascular
disease among people treated with antioxidants (Analysis 1.3 (4
studies, 1550 participants): RR 0.78, 95% CI 0.52 to 1.18; P = 0.24).
There was significant heterogeneity (Chi2 = 9.13, P = 0.03, I2 = 67%).
This was further investigated in the subgroup analyses reported
below.

Coronary heart disease

There was no significant diJerence in coronary heart disease
between antioxidant and placebo groups (Analysis 1.4 (4 studies,
1550 participants): RR 0.71, 95% CI 0.42 to 1.23; P = 0.22).There was
a moderate level of heterogeneity (Chi2 = 5.78; P = 0.12, I2 = 48%)
primarily attributed to the SPACE Study 2000. Sensitivity analysis
excluding this study removed the heterogeneity (Chi2 = 0.69; P

= 0.71, I2 = 0%) without aJecting the direction of the summary
estimate (RR 0.94, 95% CI 0.72 to 1.21; P = 0.62).

Cerebrovascular disease

There was no significant diJerence in cerebrovascular disease
between antioxidant and placebo groups (Analysis 1.5 (3 studies,
1323 participants): RR 0.91, 95% CI 0.63 to 1.32; P = 0.63). There was
no significant heterogeneity (Chi2 = 2.09; P = 0.35, I2 = 5%).

Peripheral vascular disease

There was no significant diJerence in peripheral vascular disease
between antioxidant and placebos (Analysis 1.6 (2 studies, 330
participants): RR 0.54, 95% CI 0.26 to 1.12; P = 0.10). There was no
significant heterogeneity (Chi2 = 0.41; P = 0.52, I2 = 0%).

Serum creatinine

Antioxidant therapy significantly reduced serum creatinine levels
(Analysis 1.7 (5 studies, 234 participants): mean reduction 1.10 mg/
dL, 95% CI 0.39 to 1.81 reduction; P = 0.003). There was significant
heterogeneity (Chi2 = 55.80; P < 0.00001, I2 = 93%). BEAM Study
2011 reported change in serum creatinine from baseline rather than
end of study values, and thus, these data could not be pooled.
BEAM Study 2011 reported that serum creatinine was significantly
reduced among antioxidant group participants compared with
placebo group participants (-0.1 ± 1.3 versus 0.1 ± 0.8; P = 0.015).

Mean change in eGFR

Antioxidant therapy significantly improved kidney function
(defined as creatinine clearance) (Analysis 1.8 (4 studies, 195
participants): improvement of 14.53 mL/min, 95% CI 1.20 to 27.86
increase; P = 0.03). BEAM Study 2011 reported that patients
receiving bardoxolone methyl had significantly increased mean
eGFR levels, compared with placebo at 24 weeks and maintained
at 52 weeks. When compared with placebo, the between-group
diJerence in eGFR (mL/min/1.73 m2) was 8.2 ± 1.5 in the 25 mg
group, 11.4 ± 1.5 in the 75 mg group, and 10.4 ± 1.5 in the 150 mg
group.

End-stage kidney disease (ESKD)

Antioxidant therapy significantly reduced the risk of ESKD
development (Analysis 1.9 (2 studies, 404 participants): RR 0.50,
95% CI 0.25 to 1.00; P = 0.05). There was no significant heterogeneity
(Chi2 = 0.19; P = 0.66, I2 = 0%).

Adverse e=ects

SPACE Study 2000 reported no diJerence in adverse events
(defined as drug-related side eJects); five occurred in the
antioxidant therapy arm and three in the placebo arm. There
were also three gastrointestinal distress events and two of
itching (pruritus) reported in participants who received antioxidant
therapy. Tepel 2003 reported five events of gastrointestinal
discomfort in antioxidant therapy arm participants. BEAM Study
2011 reported that in the intervention arms 50/170 participants
experienced at least one treatment-related severe adverse event,
compared with 14/57 participants in the placebo arm. Overall,
total severe adverse events (as defined by authors) were not
significantly increased by antioxidants (Analysis 1.10 (3 studies, 557
participants): RR 2.26, 95% CI 0.74 to 6.95; P = 0.15).
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Cancer

Two studies reported cancer (BEAM Study 2011; SPACE Study 2000).
There was no significant diJerence in the reported incidence of
cancer between the antioxidant and placebo groups (Analysis 1.11
(2 studies, 423 participants): RR 1.03, 95% CI 0.07 to 15.39; P 0.96).

Meta-regression and subgroup analyses

Univariate meta-regression of major cardiovascular events
suggested that a range of factors could explain the observed
heterogeneity, including: mean age (P = 0.006); proportion of males
(P = 0.02); and study size (P = 0.009) (Table 1). Subgroup analyses
were performed according to prespecified characteristics. There
was no evidence of significant heterogeneity among subgroups
based on the proportion of males (P = 0.99) and the proportion
participants with diabetes (P = 0.87) for major cardiovascular
events. In subgroup analyses, there was evidence of significant
heterogeneity for the outcome of cardiovascular disease when
studies were analysed based on CKD stage (P = 0.003). In
studies of dialysis patients (SPACE Study 2000; Tepel 2003), there
was significant benefit conferred by antioxidant therapy against
development of cardiovascular disease (RR 0.57; 95% CI 0.41 to
0.80; P = 0.001), but no eJect was observed in a study of CKD
patients (HOPE 2000; BEAM Study 2011; RR 1.06; 95% CI 0.84 to1.32;
P = 0.63).

In terms of study quality, those assessed at unclear or high risk of
bias for random sequence generation and allocation concealment
reported significant benefits from antioxidant therapy (SPACE
Study 2000; Tepel 2003; RR 0.57, 95% CI 0.41 to 0.80; P = 0.001)
compared with studies at low risk of bias (BEAM Study 2011; HOPE
2000; RR 1.06, 95% CI 0.84 to 1.32; P = 0.63).

The limited number of studies identified prevented conclusive
subgroup analyses being conducted. Subgroup analyses for
history of cardiac disease, prior vitamin supplementation, and
concomitant medications were not possible due to limited data
reporting.

D I S C U S S I O N

Summary of main results

This review found no evidence to indicate that antioxidant therapy
could reduce death or cardiovascular disease among people with
CKD. These findings are consistent with a meta-analysis of large
studies in the general population (Bjelakovic 2008). However,
there is evidence to suggest that antioxidant therapy reduces
serum creatinine levels and improves kidney function which
may contribute to the observed reduced risk of progression to
ESKD. Subgroup analyses raised the possibility of cardiovascular
and coronary benefit from antioxidant therapy in the dialysis
population but not in the CKD subgroup. There was no evidence
that antioxidants caused harm among people with CKD.

Overall completeness and applicability of evidence

This review assessed available data regarding the eJects of
antioxidants in people with CKD. We identified 10 relevant studies
with a combined total of almost 2000 participants that reported 347
major cardiovascular events, 214 coronary events, and 298 deaths.
Overall, results showed that antioxidant therapy did not reduce the
risk of death or cardiovascular disease among people with CKD.
This outcome is largely consistent with a previous Cochrane review

of antioxidant therapy in the general population (Bjelakovic 2008).
However, beneficial eJects of antioxidant therapy on short-term
renal outcomes, including reduction of serum creatinine levels and
improvements in kidney function, may suggest possibility for long-
term renal and cardiovascular benefits, particularly among people
on dialysis.

Two studies undertaken in populations of participants undergoing
haemodialysis found that cardiovascular mortality, cardiovascular
events and peripheral vascular disease were substantially reduced
in antioxidant therapy arm participants compared with those
who received placebo. This finding contrasts with larger studies
conducted in the general population (GISSI 1999; Heart Protection
Study 2002). It has been reported previously that oxidative stress is
markedly increased in people on dialysis who have cardiovascular
disease compared with other patient populations (Toborek 1992).

Oxidative stress may play a causative role in elevated inflammation
from the toxic eJects of reactive oxygen species which may
contribute to the pathogenesis of renal damage (Rodriguez-Iturbe
2001). Given that oxidative stress and inflammation are important
factors in the progression of kidney disease, antioxidant therapy
to address these factors, particularly in those among whom these
are more pronounced, remains a promising option. In support, this
review showed that antioxidant therapy assists in reducing serum
creatinine levels and improving creatinine clearance in relatively
short periods. Hence, there remains possibility that benefits may
be conferred for dialysis patients, a hypothesis which needs to
be tested in suJiciently powered studies specifically involving this
population.

An important observation was that antioxidant therapy
significantly reduced the risk of ESKD. However, it is acknowledged
that the number of studies providing such information was limited,
and in those that did so, the overall number of events was
exceedingly low. Thus, interpretations of such results must be made
with caution. However, promising results from smaller trials that
assessed the eJects of antioxidant therapy on short-term creatinine
levels and kidney function suggested that it may be likely that
antioxidant therapy confers long-term renal benefits. Recently, the
52-week Bardoxolone Methyl Treatment: Renal Function in CKD
and Type 2 Diabetes (BEAM) trial (BEAM Study 2011), currently the
largest study assessing the eJects of antioxidant therapy on the
progression of CKD, reported that antioxidant therapy for 52 weeks
in people with diabetic kidney disease significantly increased
eGFR compared with placebo. Improvements in GFR are clinically
significant because this may potentially prevent progression to
ESKD or delay dialysis initiation because it has been shown that
for some patients dialysis can be delayed until GFR decreases
below 7.0 mL/min/1.73 m2 (Cooper 2010). Such promising results
highlight the importance of studies assessing the benefits and
harms of antioxidant therapy on major outcomes in CKD, such
as the ongoing Bardoxolone Methyl Evaluation in Patients with
Chronic Kidney Disease and Type 2 Diabetes (BEACON) trial
(BEACON Study).

This review benefits from the comprehensive nature of the search
strategy and the inclusion of studies assessing a broad range of
CKD patients including kidney transplant recipients, people with
early stage CKD, pre-dialysis CKD patients, and dialysis patients.
There are, however, limitations to this review, mainly related to
the limited available evidence of antioxidant therapy in patients
with CKD. Relevant identified studies were small in size with
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relatively short follow-up, ranging from six days to 4.5 years, and the
availability of reported data was inconsistent. As such, the power
of these studies to demonstrate clinically important benefits is
limited. Most identified studies were of suboptimal quality. There
was no clear evidence of harm observed among the studies of
antioxidants in CKD; however, assessment was again limited by
lack of statistical power resulting from the modest amount of data
available. The underlying mechanism for the significant reduction
in serum creatinine and improvement of kidney function with
antioxidant therapy is poorly understood. This provides a strong
rationale for new suJiciently powered studies to be conducted
in CKD patients, particularly since this review has identified the
possibility for specific benefit in this population.

Quality of the evidence

Study quality varied, but was generally suboptimal. It was noted
that based on the quality assessment of the included studies, two
that reported beneficial eJects of antioxidant therapy in terms of
cardiovascular outcomes, were small in size and methodologically
flawed; one study was not blinded. It is accepted that adequate
reporting of randomisation methodology is a validated measure
of study conduct quality and strongly related to internal validity
of RCTs (Huwiler-Muntener 2002). Therefore, it is uncertain that
the reported benefits of these studies were robust, or that
reported outcomes were attributable to chance or suboptimal
study methodology.

Potential biases in the review process

The search results were screened individually by two independent
investigators and any disagreement was resolved with a third
author. This minimised the possibility of any potential bias in
the review process. This review benefits from the comprehensive
search of the literature of randomised trials assessing the eJects
of antioxidant therapy in people with CKD. Our review does,
however, have limitations, primarily as a consequence of the
limited availability of trials in this area. The majority of the
trials identified were small and lacked power to detect clinically
important eJects of antioxidant therapy. We performed analyses
based on published summary level data which limited the capacity
to fully explore the eJects of antioxidant therapy in people with
CKD.

Agreements and disagreements with other studies or
reviews

The overall findings are consistent with studies in the general
population; these studies have clearly demonstrated that

antioxidants are not protective against cardiovascular events. A
recent systematic review in the general population has suggested
the possibility of an increased risk of adverse outcomes associated
with antioxidant therapy (Bjelakovic 2008). Our review found
no such associations. Subgroup analyses suggest potential for
benefit in the dialysis population, but the small size and generally
suboptimal quality of the included studies meant that the reliability
of this result remains open to question. However, it is important to
note that this review was limited in that relevant studies identified
regarding the eJects of antioxidant therapy in patients with CKD
were insuJiciently powered, and thus, clinically important benefits
or harms of antioxidant therapy were unlikely to have been
demonstrated.

A U T H O R S '   C O N C L U S I O N S

Implications for practice

The current evidence does not support the routine use of
antioxidants in the management of people with CKD. Although it
remains possible that some benefit may be present, particularly
in people receiving dialysis, this has yet to be conclusively
determined. Current evidence suggests that antioxidant therapy
in pre-dialysis CKD patients may prevent progression to end-stage
kidney disease; however, this is based on a very small number of
events. Further studies with longer-term follow-up are needed to
confirm this potential benefit. Further evidence from suJiciently
powered studies is required to determine the role of antioxidant
therapy as a preventative treatment option in patients with CKD.

Implications for research

The limited data currently available, and the benefit observed
in subgroup analyses based on CKD stage for the outcome
of cardiovascular disease, suggest that a larger outcomes trial
should be undertaken to define the eJects of antioxidants in the
dialysis population. Such a trial would be potentially extremely
beneficial because the imperative in clinical practice is to reduce
the substantial burden of excess morbidity and mortality in this
high-risk patient population.
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Characteristics of included studies [ordered by study ID]

 

Methods • Study design: parallel, phase 2 RCT

• Time frame: 52 week study

Participants Inclusion criteria

• Setting: multicentre (43 centres)

• Country: USA

• Adults with moderate-to-severe CKD (defined as eGFR of 20-45 mL/min/1.73 m2) and type 2 diabetes

• Number: 227 patients
* Group 1 (57); group 2 (57); group 3 (56); control group (57)

• Mean age ± SD: group 1 (66.9 ± 9.2); group 2 (66.1 ± 8.7); group 3 (66.7 ± 9.2); control group (67.7 ± 10.0)

• Males: group 1 (34, 60%); group 2 (33, 58%); group 3 (33, 59%); control group (28, 49%)

Exclusion criteria

• Type 1 diabetes, non-diabetic kidney disease

Interventions • Treatment groups
* Bardoxolone methyl

* Group 1: 25 mg

* Group 2: 75 mg

* Group 3: 150 mg

• Control group
* Matching placebo

Outcomes • All-cause mortality

• Cardiovascular disease

• Coronary heart disease

• Change of eGFR from baseline in bardoxolone methyl groups as compared with placebo at 24 weeks

• Change of eGFR at 52 weeks

• Adverse events

• Cancer

Notes  

Risk of bias

Bias Authors' judgement Support for judgement

Random sequence genera-
tion (selection bias)

Low risk Stratified randomisation (according to eGFR, urinary albumin-to-creatinine ra-
tio, glycated haemoglobin level)

Allocation concealment
(selection bias)

Low risk Central randomisation; procedure described

Blinding (performance
bias and detection bias) 
All outcomes

Low risk Study has stated that it was double blinded

BEAM Study 2011 
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Incomplete outcome data
(attrition bias) 
All outcomes

Low risk The study provided a detailed flow chart specifying the flow of patients (sup-
plementary appendix). All patients initially randomised have been included in
the analyses implying the use of intention-to-treat principles in the analyses

Selective reporting (re-
porting bias)

Low risk Study protocol was published online and all of the study's pre-specified (pri-
mary and secondary) outcomes outlined in the protocol were reported in the
main publication

Other bias High risk Funding: This study was sponsored by Reata Pharmaceuticals and was de-
signed by the first author and representatives of the sponsor. Study investiga-
tors and coordinators jointly managed the study with the sponsor.

BEAM Study 2011  (Continued)

 
 

Methods • Study design: parallel RCT

• Time frame: NS

Participants Inclusion criteria

• Setting: international (19 countries)

• Countries: North and South America, Europe

• The original trial (HOPE) enrolled people with and without diabetes at high-risk for cardiovascular
events

• Number: treatment group (499); control group (494)

• Mean age ± SD: treatment group (68.6 ± 6.8); control group (68.3 ± 7.0)

• Females: treatment group (11.6%); control group (13.8%)

Exclusion criteria: NS

Interventions • Treatment group
* Vitamin E (RRR-ɑ-tocopheryl acetate) 400 IU

• Control group
* Matching placebo

Outcomes • Composite of myocardial infarction, stroke, or death from cardiovascular disease

• Cardiovascular mortality

• All-cause mortality

• Cardiovascular disease

• Coronary heart disease

• Cerebrovascular disease

Notes Post-hoc analysis of an international, multicentre RCT- Heart Outcomes Prevention Evaluation (HOPE)
Study

Risk of bias

Bias Authors' judgement Support for judgement

Random sequence genera-
tion (selection bias)

Low risk Central randomisation using a 4 digit code, performed in blocks of 8 and strati-
fied per centre

Allocation concealment
(selection bias)

Low risk Study protocol has been published and has reported the use of central ran-
domisation

HOPE 2000 
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Blinding (performance
bias and detection bias) 
All outcomes

Low risk Study has reported the use of double blinding

Incomplete outcome data
(attrition bias) 
All outcomes

Low risk Compliance reported, all analyses have been reported to be conducted based
on the intention-to-treat principle

Selective reporting (re-
porting bias)

Unclear risk Study protocol has been published and has specified study design. All pre-
specified outcomes have been published

Other bias High risk Funding: This study was funded by the Medical Research Council of Canada
(Grants MT12790 and UI12362); Hoechst-Marion Roussel; AstraZeneca; King
Pharmaceuticals; Natural Source Vitamin E Association; NEGMA and the Heart
and Stroke Foundation of Ontario. Salim Yusuf was supported by a Senior
Scientist award of the Medical Research Council of Canada, and a Heart and
Stroke Foundation of Ontario research chair.

HOPE 2000  (Continued)

 
 

Methods • Study design: parallel RCT

• Time frame: January 1987 to October 1988

Participants Inclusion criteria

• Setting: single centre

• Country: Germany

• Patients who had received a cadaveric kidney transplant

• Number: treatment group (81); control group (96)

• Mean age ± SD: treatment group (45.5 ± 12.0); control group (45.6 ± 13.0)

• Sex (M/F): treatment group (53/28); control group (77/19)

Exclusion criteria: NS

Interventions • Treatment group
* Recombinant human superoxide dismutase (rh-SOD) 200 mg in 50 mL saline

• Control group
* 200 mg sucrose in 50 mL saline as placebo

Outcomes • All-cause mortality
* Patient and graS survival rates within the first year and long term results included 4 year graS and

patient survival rates

• Chronic progressive transplant dysfunction requiring dialysis

Notes Retrospective analysis of data collected in prospective RCT (double-blinded and placebo controlled)

Risk of bias

Bias Authors' judgement Support for judgement

Random sequence genera-
tion (selection bias)

Unclear risk Study reports randomisation of patients, however, procedure was not de-
scribed

Allocation concealment
(selection bias)

Unclear risk One of the authors (HS) of the study (although not involved in the patients'
care) received the "randomisation code". This author was responsible for col-

Land 1994 
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lecting all information about study. Study reports that the physicians in charge
and the patients were not informed about the initial treatment. No informa-
tion was provided regarding randomisation methodology

Blinding (performance
bias and detection bias) 
All outcomes

Low risk Study reported the use of double blinding

Incomplete outcome data
(attrition bias) 
All outcomes

Unclear risk Reported complete follow-up, no information regarding the conduct of analy-
ses based on the intention-to-treat principle

Selective reporting (re-
porting bias)

Low risk The study protocol is not separately available but the published report in-
cludes all expected outcomes

Other bias High risk Funding: Two authors employees of 1) Shaman Pharmaceuticals (San Carlos,
CA) and 2) The Lipsome Company Inc (Princeton, NJ)

Land 1994  (Continued)

 
 

Methods • Study design: parallel RCT

• Time frame: NS

Participants Inclusion criteria

• Setting: multicentre (3 centres)

• Country: USA

• Kidney transplant recipients

• Number: treatment group (58); control group (58)

• Mean age ± SD: treatment group (41.5 ± 1.6); control group (41.5 ± 1.9)

• Sex (M/F): treatment group (35/23); control group (43/15)

Exclusion criteria

• Planned transplantation with a cadaver kidney preserved in excess of 72 hours

Interventions • Treatment group
* Human recombinant superoxide dismutase (rh-SOD) parenteral vial containing 500 mg

• Control group
* Placebo (parenteral vial containing 500 mg of lyophilised powder)

Outcomes • GRF at day 6

• CrCl at day 6

• SCr at 48 hours

Notes  

Risk of bias

Bias Authors' judgement Support for judgement

Random sequence genera-
tion (selection bias)

Low risk Authors report use of computer-generated assignment schedule

Pollak 1993 
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Allocation concealment
(selection bias)

Low risk Study reported that the only randomisation master code was held by the Bris-
tol-Myers Company. No investigator had access to randomisation codes until
study termination

Blinding (performance
bias and detection bias) 
All outcomes

Low risk Study reported double blinding. "No investigator had access to the code until
the study was terminated."

Incomplete outcome data
(attrition bias) 
All outcomes

Unclear risk No information regarding completeness of follow-up reported, no information
regarding the conduct of analyses based on the intention-to-treat principle

Selective reporting (re-
porting bias)

High risk Study reported in the methods that routine "serum chemistry, cyclosporine
blood levels, and hematology" were collected, however, these were not re-
ported in the results

Other bias High risk Study reported early termination by the monitor citing that it was "unlikely
that a benefit would be shown for rh-SOD by the addition of 84 extra subjects"

Bristol-Myers Squibb Company supported the study and provided the recom-
binant SOD.

Bristol-Myers Company held the only master code.

Pollak 1993  (Continued)

 
 

Methods • Study design: parallel RCT

• Time frame: NS

Participants Inclusion criteria

• Setting: single-centre

• Country: Austria

• Kidney transplant patients who underwent surgical revascularization operations for kidney trans-
plantation

• Number: treatment group (16); control group (14)

• Mean age ± SD: treatment group (41.6 ± 14.1); control group (43.0 ± 9.86)

• Sex (M/F): 22/8

Exclusion criteria: NS

Interventions • Treatment group
* Omnibionta (antioxidant solution): 2 ampoules (10 mL each), was diluted with 500 mL physiologi-

cal NaCl solution. 30 minutes before onset of reperfusion, solution was administered intravenously
and most of the solutions were infused before reperfusion of the implanted kidney was started.

• Control arm
* Transplant only

Outcomes • SCr (mg/dL) measured at day 1 and 2

• CrCl (mL/min) measured at days 1, 3, 5 and 7

• Mean change in GFR

Notes • Total duration of follow-up was 7 days

Risk of bias

Rabl 1993 
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Bias Authors' judgement Support for judgement

Random sequence genera-
tion (selection bias)

Unclear risk Authors report "random selection" but no further details

Allocation concealment
(selection bias)

Unclear risk No information provided regarding the concealment of allocation

Blinding (performance
bias and detection bias) 
All outcomes

Unclear risk No information provided regarding blinding

Incomplete outcome data
(attrition bias) 
All outcomes

Low risk Information on all 30 patients provided

Selective reporting (re-
porting bias)

Unclear risk Study protocol is not separately available but it appears all expected out-
comes have been reported

Other bias Unclear risk Funding: Omnibionta concentrate for infusion was from Merck', however infor-
mation concerning its provision was not stated.

Rabl 1993  (Continued)

 
 

Methods • Study design: Parallel RCT

• Time frame: September 2002 to August 2004

Participants Inclusion criteria

• Setting: single centre

• Country: USA

• Cadaveric kidney transplant recipients

• Number: high-dose group (14); low-dose group (14); control group (15)

• Median age; range: high-dose group (46; 33-71); low-dose group (52.5; 20-74); control group (44; 19-74)

• Sex (% male): high-dose group (50); low-dose group (50); control group (71)

Exclusion criteria: NS

Interventions • High-dose group
* one Oxy-Q (480 mg of curcumin and 20 mg of quercetin) capsule twice a day

• Low-dose group
* one Oxy-Q capsule in the morning and one placebo capsule in the evening

• Control group
* Placebo (one capsule twice a day)

• Immunosuppression: daclizumab, tacolimus, mycophenolate mofetil, and steroids

Outcomes • SCr

Notes Follow-up: 30 days

Risk of bias

Bias Authors' judgement Support for judgement

Shoskes 2005 
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Random sequence genera-
tion (selection bias)

Unclear risk Randomisation method not described

Allocation concealment
(selection bias)

Unclear risk No information provided regarding the concealment of allocation

Blinding (performance
bias and detection bias) 
All outcomes

Low risk "Patients were randomized in a blinded fashion to receive either the Oxy-Q or
placebo". No additional information provided

Incomplete outcome data
(attrition bias) 
All outcomes

Low risk Withdrawals reported, intention-to-treat and per-protocol analyses reported

Selective reporting (re-
porting bias)

Unclear risk Study protocol is not separately available, however, the published report in-
cludes all expected outcomes

Other bias High risk Control group had a higher proportion of men (71%) compared with the 2 in-
tervention groups (50%).

Funding: not stated. Bioflavonoid preparation Oxy-Q (Farr Labs, Santa Monica,
CA)

Shoskes 2005  (Continued)

 
 

Methods • Study design: parallel RCT

• Time frame: NS

Participants Inclusion criteria

• Setting: single centre

• country: India

• CKD on dialysis or advised to have dialysis

• Number: treatment group (11); control group (10)

• Mean age ± SD: treatment group (43.7 ± 10.2); control group (44.2 ± 8.7)

• Sex (M/F): treatment group (8/3); control group (7/3)

Exclusion criteria

• AKI; obstructive uropathy; cancer; seriously ill patients with marked acidosis or shock

Interventions • Treatment group
* Coenzyme Q (2 capsules 3 times daily, 30 mg each)

• Control group
* Placebo (inert fibre cellulose; 2 capsules 3 times daily, 500 mg each)

Outcomes • SCr

• Mean change in GFR

Notes Follow-up: 28 days

Risk of bias

Bias Authors' judgement Support for judgement

Singh 2000 
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Random sequence genera-
tion (selection bias)

Unclear risk The randomisation system used in this study may be insufficient, it was not
stated how the random sequence was generated.

Allocation concealment
(selection bias)

Unclear risk Randomisation achieved through the selection of sealed envelopes. Patients
were asked to select one of two cards (A or B) which were enclosed in sealed
envelopes. Study does not specify whether these were opaque

Blinding (performance
bias and detection bias) 
All outcomes

Low risk Study reported the use of double blinding and stated that the physicians ex-
amining the patients and technicians analysing the blood were blinded to
treatment allocation. Study reports the use of placebo

Incomplete outcome data
(attrition bias) 
All outcomes

Low risk Outcomes reported on all patients

Selective reporting (re-
porting bias)

Low risk Study protocol is not separately available, however, all expected outcomes
were included

Other bias Unclear risk Funding: financial support from the Centre of Nutrition

Tishcon Corporation, Westbury, NY provided coenzyme Q10

Singh 2000  (Continued)

 
 

Methods • Study design: Parallel RCT

• Time frame: NS

Participants Inclusion criteria

• Setting: multicentre (6 centres)

• Country: Israel

• Stable haemodialysis patients

• Number: treatment group (97); control group (99)

• Age: treatment group (64.9 ± 8.3); control group (64.4 ± 8.8)

• Sex (M/F): treatment group (67/30); control group (68/31)

Exclusion criteria

• Anticoagulant therapy with warfarin sodium; known history of malignant disease; active liver disease;
treatment with hypolipidemic agents for less than 8 weeks before study commencement

Interventions • Treatment group
* Vitamin E (natural ɑ-tocopherol) provided as 2 capsules of 400 IU each to be taken nightly

• Control group
* Matching placebo

Outcomes • Cardiovascular disease

• Fatal and non-fatal myocardial infarction

• Cardiovascular-disease mortality

• All-cause mortality

• Ischaemic stroke

• Peripheral vascular disease

• Unstable angina

• Adverse events

SPACE Study 2000 
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• Cancer

Notes Mean duration of follow-up: 1.4 years

Risk of bias

Bias Authors' judgement Support for judgement

Random sequence genera-
tion (selection bias)

Low risk Computer generated coin toss, each participating centre randomised sepa-
rately

Allocation concealment
(selection bias)

Unclear risk No information regarding methods to prevent allocation concealment

Blinding (performance
bias and detection bias) 
All outcomes

Low risk Study reported the used of double blinding

Incomplete outcome data
(attrition bias) 
All outcomes

Low risk Outcomes of all initially randomised patients were reported (although the use
of intention-to-treat analyses was not explicitly stated in the methods)

Selective reporting (re-
porting bias)

Low risk Study protocol is not separately available, however, it appears all expected
outcomes, including those that were pre-specified, have been reported

Other bias Low risk Funding: This research was funded by grant 4204 from the Chief Scientist’s Of-
fice, Ministry of Health, Israel

Vitamin E provided by Solgar, Inc, New York, USA, during the first year and
Henkel Corp, La Grange, IL, USA, during the second year.

SPACE Study 2000  (Continued)

 
 

Methods • Study design: parallel RCT

• Time frame: recruitment began 1 October 1999; analysis included all end-points occurring between 1
October 1999 and 30 September 2001

Participants Inclusion criteria

• Setting: single centre

• Country: Germany

• Maintenance haemodialysis patients

• Number: treatment group (64); control group (70)

• Mean age ± SD: treatment group (63 ± 14); control group (62 ± 18)

• Sex (M/F): treatment group (33/31); control group (43/27)

Exclusion criteria

• Allergic to acetylcysteine; did not give consent

Interventions • Treatment group
* N-acetyl cysteine (600 mg twice daily)

• Control group
* Matching placebo

Tepel 2003 
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Outcomes • Composite variable consisting of cardiac events (fatal and non-fatal myocardial infarction, cardiovas-
cular death, need for coronary angioplasty or coronary bypass surgery, ischaemic stroke, peripheral
vascular disease with amputation, or need for angioplasty)

• Each of the individual component outcomes

• Adverse events

Notes Mean duration of follow-up: 1.2 years

Risk of bias

Bias Authors' judgement Support for judgement

Random sequence genera-
tion (selection bias)

Unclear risk No information provided on randomisation procedures

Allocation concealment
(selection bias)

Unclear risk No information provided on randomisation procedures

Blinding (performance
bias and detection bias) 
All outcomes

Unclear risk Study reported that it was placebo-controlled, however, no information was
provided regarding the methods involved in the blinding of study investigators
or those involved with the analyses

Incomplete outcome data
(attrition bias) 
All outcomes

Low risk Outcomes have been reported on all initially randomised patients. Analysis
was performed based on the intention-to-treat principle

Selective reporting (re-
porting bias)

Low risk Study protocol was not published separately, however, all expected outcomes,
including those which were pre-specified, were included

Other bias Unclear risk Funding: not stated

Tepel 2003  (Continued)

 
 

Methods • Study design: Parallel RCT

Participants Inclusion criteria

• Setting: single centre

• Country: Netherlands

• Patients needing elective surgery for an infrarenal abdominal aneurysm

• Number: treatment group (20); control group (22)

• Mean age; range: treatment group (67; 51-75); control group (70; 59-82)

Exclusion criteria

• Patients with kidney failure; high-risk patients due to cardiac or pulmonary illness

Interventions • Treatment group
* Standard therapy

* Antioxidant therapy: 200 mg vitamin E, 5 days prior to the operation; 2000 mg vitamin C, on the
morning of the operation; 300 mg allopurinol, 1 day before surgery; 300 mg N-acetylcysteine (150
mg/kg before the start of the operation and 200 mg/kg in a drip over 12 hours); 10% 500 mg/mL
mannitol in 12 hours starting at the beginning of surgery

• Control group
* Standard therapy only

Wijnen 2002 
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Outcomes • Renal function defined as urine albumin:creatinine ratio, CrCl

• SCr

• Mean change in GFR

Notes Follow-up: 7 days

Risk of bias

Bias Authors' judgement Support for judgement

Random sequence genera-
tion (selection bias)

Unclear risk No information provided regarding randomisation procedures

Allocation concealment
(selection bias)

Unclear risk No information provided regarding allocation concealment

Blinding (performance
bias and detection bias) 
All outcomes

Unclear risk No information provided regarding blinding

Incomplete outcome data
(attrition bias) 
All outcomes

Low risk The study reported outcomes for all patients initially randomised patients

Selective reporting (re-
porting bias)

Unclear risk The methods section of the study reported what was performed; however,
there were pre-specified outcomes

Other bias Unclear risk Funding: not stated

Wijnen 2002  (Continued)

AKI - acute kidney injury; CKD - chronic kidney disease; CrCl - creatinine clearance; eGFR - estimated glomerular filtration rate; GFR -
glomerular filtration rate; RCT - randomised controlled trial; SCr - serum creatinine
 

Characteristics of excluded studies [ordered by study ID]

 

Study Reason for exclusion

Abendroth 1992 No relevant outcomes

Agarwal 2004a No relevant outcomes

ATIC Study 2005 Not RCT

Blackhall 2005 Cross-over study design

Mune 1999 No relevant outcomes

Noel 2000 No relevant outcomes

Panzetta 1995 Not RCT

Perkins 2009 No relevant outcomes

Schneeberger 1989 No relevant outcomes

Schramm 2002 No relevant outcomes
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Study Reason for exclusion

Wlodarczyk 2000 The main mechanism of action of the intervention used was not antioxidation

Yukawa 1995 Not RCT

RCT - randomised controlled trial
 

Characteristics of ongoing studies [ordered by study ID]

 

Trial name or title Bardoxolone Methyl Evaluation in Patients With Chronic Kidney Disease and Type 2 Diabetes: the
Occurrence of Renal Events (BEACON)

Methods Allocation: Randomized
Endpoint Classification: Efficacy Study
Intervention Model: Parallel Assignment
Masking: Double Blind (Subject, Caregiver, Investigator, Outcomes Assessor)
Primary Purpose: Treatment

Participants 1. Screening eGFR ≥ 15.0 and < 30.0 mL/min/1.73 m2;

2. A history of type 2 diabetes; diagnosis should have been made at ≥ 30 years of age;

3. Male or female at least 18 years of age;

4. Treatment with an angiotensin converting enzyme (ACE) inhibitor and/or an angiotensin II recep-
tor blocker (ARB) for at least 6 weeks prior to and during screening. Stable dose 2 weeks prior to
and during screening. Patients not taking an ACE inhibitor and/or ARB because of a medical con-
traindication must have discontinued treatment at least 8 weeks prior to Screening Visit A;

5. Mean systolic blood pressure (SBP) must be ≤ 160 mmHg and ≥ 105 mmHg and mean diastolic
blood pressure (DBP) must be < 90 mm Hg during screening; both mean SBP and mean DBP (de-
termined as the average of three readings) must be within this range at two separate time points
measured at least 4 days apart during the screening period (blood pressure may be re-evaluated
once during an unscheduled visit);

6. Willing to practice methods of birth control (both male and female patients) during the entire
study period and for at least 30 days after the last dose of the study drug is ingested;

7. Serum magnesium level must be ≥ 1.3 mEq/L (0.65 mmol/L) at Screening Visit B or during sub-
sequent unscheduled visit during screening (serum magnesium level may be re-evaluated once
during an unscheduled visit);

8. Willing and able to cooperate with all aspects of the protocol;

9. Willing and able to give written informed consent for study participation and provide consent
for access to medical data according to appropriate local data protection legislation, allowing
authorization to access medical records and describe events captured in the endpoints

Interventions Drug: Bardoxolone Methyl: 20 mg, oral, once daily. Other Name: RTA-402

Drug: Placebo Oral, once daily

Outcomes Primary Outcome Measures

• Time-to-first event of the composite endpoint. Time Frame: Approximately 24 months

• Time-to-first event of the composite endpoint consisting of:
* ESRD (need for chronic dialysis or kidney transplantation)

* Cardiovascular death

Secondary Outcome Measures

• Rate of change in estimated glomerular filtration rate (eGFR) over the duration of the study.
Time Frame: Approximately 24 months

BEACON Study 
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• Time to first hospitalization for heart failure. Time Frame: Approximately 24 months

• Time to first event in the composite cardiorenal endpoint. Time Frame: Approximately 24 months

• Time-to-first event in the composite cardiorenal endpoint defined as:
* Cardiovascular death

* Non-fatal myocardial infarction

* Non-fatal stroke

* Hospitalization for heart failure

• Frequency, intensity, and relationship to study drug of adverse events and serious adverse events,
as well as clinical and laboratory test abnormalities. Time Frame: Approximately 24 months

Starting date June 2011

Contact information Reata Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Notes  

BEACON Study  (Continued)

 

 

D A T A   A N D   A N A L Y S E S

 

Comparison 1.   Antioxidants versus placebo/standard therapy

Outcome or subgroup title No. of
studies

No. of
partici-
pants

Statistical method Effect size

1 Cardiovascular mortality 3 1323 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.95 [0.70, 1.27]

2 All-cause mortality 5 1727 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.93 [0.76, 1.14]

3 Cardiovascular disease 4 1550 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.78 [0.52, 1.18]

4 Coronary heart disease 4 1550 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.71 [0.42, 1.23]

5 Cerebrovascular disease 3 1323 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.91 [0.63, 1.32]

6 Peripheral vascular disease 2 330 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.54 [0.26, 1.12]

7 Serum creatinine 5 234 Mean Difference (IV, Random, 95% CI) -1.10 [-1.81, -0.39]

8 Mean change in GFR 4 195 Mean Difference (IV, Random, 95% CI) 14.53 [1.20, 27.86]

9 ESKD 2 404 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.50 [0.25, 1.00]

10 Adverse events 3 557 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 2.26 [0.74, 6.95]

11 Cancer 2 423 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 1.03 [0.07, 15.39]
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Analysis 1.1.   Comparison 1 Antioxidants versus placebo/standard therapy, Outcome 1 Cardiovascular mortality.

Study or subgroup Antioxidants Placebo Risk Ratio Weight Risk Ratio

  n/N n/N M-H, Random, 95% CI   M-H, Random, 95% CI

Tepel 2003 9/64 8/70 11.17% 1.23[0.51,3]

SPACE Study 2000 9/97 15/99 14.64% 0.61[0.28,1.33]

HOPE 2000 57/499 57/494 74.18% 0.99[0.7,1.4]

   

Total (95% CI) 660 663 100% 0.95[0.7,1.27]

Total events: 75 (Antioxidants), 80 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0; Chi2=1.6, df=2(P=0.45); I2=0%  

Test for overall effect: Z=0.37(P=0.71)  

Favours antioxidants 50.2 20.5 1 Favours placebo

 
 

Analysis 1.2.   Comparison 1 Antioxidants versus placebo/standard therapy, Outcome 2 All-cause mortality.

Study or subgroup Antioxidants Placebo Risk Ratio Weight Risk Ratio

  n/N n/N M-H, Random, 95% CI   M-H, Random, 95% CI

BEAM Study 2011 1/170 0/57 0.4% 1.02[0.04,24.63]

Land 1994 11/81 21/96 9.23% 0.62[0.32,1.21]

Tepel 2003 14/64 14/70 9.47% 1.09[0.57,2.11]

SPACE Study 2000 31/97 29/99 23.07% 1.09[0.72,1.66]

HOPE 2000 85/499 93/494 57.82% 0.9[0.69,1.18]

   

Total (95% CI) 911 816 100% 0.93[0.76,1.14]

Total events: 142 (Antioxidants), 157 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0; Chi2=2.25, df=4(P=0.69); I2=0%  

Test for overall effect: Z=0.71(P=0.48)  

Favours antioxidants 500.02 100.1 1 Favours placebo

 
 

Analysis 1.3.   Comparison 1 Antioxidants versus placebo/standard therapy, Outcome 3 Cardiovascular disease.

Study or subgroup Antioxidants Placebo Risk Ratio Weight Risk Ratio

  n/N n/N M-H, Random, 95% CI   M-H, Random, 95% CI

BEAM Study 2011 16/170 4/57 11.19% 1.34[0.47,3.85]

SPACE Study 2000 18/97 34/99 25.64% 0.54[0.33,0.89]

Tepel 2003 18/64 33/70 26.98% 0.6[0.38,0.95]

HOPE 2000 115/499 109/494 36.19% 1.04[0.83,1.32]

   

Total (95% CI) 830 720 100% 0.78[0.52,1.18]

Total events: 167 (Antioxidants), 180 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0.11; Chi2=9.13, df=3(P=0.03); I2=67.12%  

Test for overall effect: Z=1.18(P=0.24)  

Favours antioxidants 50.2 20.5 1 Favours placebo
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Analysis 1.4.   Comparison 1 Antioxidants versus placebo/standard therapy, Outcome 4 Coronary heart disease.

Study or subgroup Antioxidants Placebo Risk Ratio Weight Risk Ratio

  n/N n/N M-H, Random, 95% CI   M-H, Random, 95% CI

BEAM Study 2011 4/170 1/57 5.6% 1.34[0.15,11.75]

SPACE Study 2000 5/97 17/99 20.26% 0.3[0.12,0.78]

Tepel 2003 9/64 14/70 26.22% 0.7[0.33,1.51]

HOPE 2000 81/499 83/494 47.92% 0.97[0.73,1.28]

   

Total (95% CI) 830 720 100% 0.71[0.42,1.23]

Total events: 99 (Antioxidants), 115 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0.14; Chi2=5.78, df=3(P=0.12); I2=48.06%  

Test for overall effect: Z=1.22(P=0.22)  

Favours antioxidants 200.05 50.2 1 Favours placebo

 
 

Analysis 1.5.   Comparison 1 Antioxidants versus placebo/standard therapy, Outcome 5 Cerebrovascular disease.

Study or subgroup Antioxidants Placebo Risk Ratio Weight Risk Ratio

  n/N n/N M-H, Random, 95% CI   M-H, Random, 95% CI

Tepel 2003 2/64 7/70 5.75% 0.31[0.07,1.45]

SPACE Study 2000 5/97 6/99 10.02% 0.85[0.27,2.7]

HOPE 2000 59/499 59/494 84.23% 0.99[0.71,1.39]

   

Total (95% CI) 660 663 100% 0.91[0.63,1.32]

Total events: 66 (Antioxidants), 72 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0.01; Chi2=2.11, df=2(P=0.35); I2=5.01%  

Test for overall effect: Z=0.48(P=0.63)  

Favours antioxidants 200.05 50.2 1 Favours placebo

 
 

Analysis 1.6.   Comparison 1 Antioxidants versus placebo/standard therapy, Outcome 6 Peripheral vascular disease.

Study or subgroup Antioxidants Placebo Risk Ratio Weight Risk Ratio

  n/N n/N M-H, Random, 95% CI   M-H, Random, 95% CI

SPACE Study 2000 3/97 8/99 30.95% 0.38[0.1,1.4]

Tepel 2003 7/64 12/70 69.05% 0.64[0.27,1.52]

   

Total (95% CI) 161 169 100% 0.54[0.26,1.12]

Total events: 10 (Antioxidants), 20 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0; Chi2=0.41, df=1(P=0.52); I2=0%  

Test for overall effect: Z=1.65(P=0.1)  

Favours antioxidants 200.05 50.2 1 Favours placebo

 
 

Analysis 1.7.   Comparison 1 Antioxidants versus placebo/standard therapy, Outcome 7 Serum creatinine.

Study or subgroup Antioxidants Placebo Mean Difference Weight Mean Difference

  N Mean(SD) N Mean(SD) Random, 95% CI   Random, 95% CI

Shoskes 2005 14 1.3 (0.1) 15 1.8 (16) 0.76% -0.49[-8.59,7.61]

Favours antioxidants 105-10 -5 0 Favours placebo
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Study or subgroup Antioxidants Placebo Mean Difference Weight Mean Difference

  N Mean(SD) N Mean(SD) Random, 95% CI   Random, 95% CI

Rabl 1993 16 6.5 (3.8) 14 9.7 (2.6) 7.57% -3.16[-5.47,-0.85]

Singh 2000 11 5.1 (1.4) 10 9.3 (1.3) 18.82% -4.16[-5.31,-3.01]

Wijnen 2002 20 1.1 (0.3) 22 1.1 (0.3) 36.28% 0[-0.18,0.18]

Pollak 1993 56 3.9 (0.4) 56 4.1 (0.4) 36.57% -0.2[-0.35,-0.05]

   

Total *** 117   117   100% -1.1[-1.81,-0.39]

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0.36; Chi2=55.8, df=4(P<0.0001); I2=92.83%  

Test for overall effect: Z=3.02(P=0)  

Favours antioxidants 105-10 -5 0 Favours placebo

 
 

Analysis 1.8.   Comparison 1 Antioxidants versus placebo/standard therapy, Outcome 8 Mean change in GFR.

Study or subgroup Antioxidants Placebo Mean Difference Weight Mean Difference

  N Mean(SD) N Mean(SD) Random, 95% CI   Random, 95% CI

Wijnen 2002 20 74 (131) 22 79 (126) 2.72% -5[-82.9,72.9]

Rabl 1993 11 41.7 (23.3) 9 15.7 (12.7) 24.47% 26.05[9.99,42.11]

Singh 2000 11 31.4 (9.2) 10 12 (4.9) 35.04% 19.45[13.22,25.68]

Pollak 1993 56 43.9 (4.4) 56 40 (3.8) 37.76% 3.9[2.38,5.42]

   

Total *** 98   97   100% 14.53[1.2,27.86]

Heterogeneity: Tau2=121.93; Chi2=29.31, df=3(P<0.0001); I2=89.76%  

Test for overall effect: Z=2.14(P=0.03)  

Favours antioxidants 10050-100 -50 0 Favours placebo

 
 

Analysis 1.9.   Comparison 1 Antioxidants versus placebo/standard therapy, Outcome 9 ESKD.

Study or subgroup Antioxidants Placebo Risk Ratio Weight Risk Ratio

  n/N n/N M-H, Random, 95% CI   M-H, Random, 95% CI

BEAM Study 2011 2/170 2/57 12.41% 0.34[0.05,2.33]

Land 1994 9/81 20/96 87.59% 0.53[0.26,1.11]

   

Total (95% CI) 251 153 100% 0.5[0.25,1]

Total events: 11 (Antioxidants), 22 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0; Chi2=0.19, df=1(P=0.66); I2=0%  

Test for overall effect: Z=1.97(P=0.05)  

Favours antioxidants 500.02 100.1 1 Favours placebo

 
 

Analysis 1.10.   Comparison 1 Antioxidants versus placebo/standard therapy, Outcome 10 Adverse events.

Study or subgroup Antioxidants Placebo Risk Ratio Weight Risk Ratio

  n/N n/N M-H, Random, 95% CI   M-H, Random, 95% CI

Tepel 2003 5/64 0/70 12.13% 12.02[0.68,213.07]

SPACE Study 2000 10/97 3/99 34.24% 3.4[0.97,11.99]

BEAM Study 2011 50/170 14/57 53.62% 1.2[0.72,2]

Favours antioxidants 5000.002 100.1 1 Favours placebo
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Study or subgroup Antioxidants Placebo Risk Ratio Weight Risk Ratio

  n/N n/N M-H, Random, 95% CI   M-H, Random, 95% CI

   

Total (95% CI) 331 226 100% 2.26[0.74,6.95]

Total events: 65 (Antioxidants), 17 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0.54; Chi2=4.68, df=2(P=0.1); I2=57.29%  

Test for overall effect: Z=1.43(P=0.15)  

Favours antioxidants 5000.002 100.1 1 Favours placebo

 
 

Analysis 1.11.   Comparison 1 Antioxidants versus placebo/standard therapy, Outcome 11 Cancer.

Study or subgroup Antioxidants Placebo Risk Ratio Weight Risk Ratio

  n/N n/N M-H, Random, 95% CI   M-H, Random, 95% CI

BEAM Study 2011 2/170 2/57 58.9% 0.34[0.05,2.33]

SPACE Study 2000 2/97 0/99 41.1% 5.1[0.25,104.92]

   

Total (95% CI) 267 156 100% 1.03[0.07,15.39]

Total events: 4 (Antioxidants), 2 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=2.26; Chi2=2.35, df=1(P=0.13); I2=57.42%  

Test for overall effect: Z=0.02(P=0.98)  

Favours antioxidants 2000.005 100.1 1 Favours placebo

 
 

Comparison 2.   Subgroup analysis: Gender and outcomes

Outcome or subgroup title No. of
studies

No. of
partici-
pants

Statistical method Effect size

1 Cardiovascular disease by gen-
der

4 1550 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.78 [0.52, 1.18]

1.1 ≤ 60% male 2 361 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.78 [0.37, 1.66]

1.2 > 60% male 2 1189 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.78 [0.41, 1.48]

2 Cardiovascular death by gender 3 1323 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.95 [0.70, 1.27]

2.1 ≤ 60% male 1 134 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 1.23 [0.51, 3.00]

2.2 > 60% male 2 1189 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.89 [0.60, 1.32]

3 All-cause mortality by gender 4 1500 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.93 [0.76, 1.14]

3.1 < 64% male 2 311 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.83 [0.47, 1.44]

3.2 ≥ 64% male 2 1189 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.95 [0.76, 1.20]
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Analysis 2.1.   Comparison 2 Subgroup analysis: Gender and outcomes, Outcome 1 Cardiovascular disease by gender.

Study or subgroup Antioxidants Placebo Risk Ratio Weight Risk Ratio

  n/N n/N M-H, Random, 95% CI   M-H, Random, 95% CI

2.1.1 ≤ 60% male  

BEAM Study 2011 16/170 4/57 11.19% 1.34[0.47,3.85]

Tepel 2003 18/64 33/70 26.98% 0.6[0.38,0.95]

Subtotal (95% CI) 234 127 38.17% 0.78[0.37,1.66]

Total events: 34 (Antioxidants), 37 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0.16; Chi2=1.96, df=1(P=0.16); I2=48.88%  

Test for overall effect: Z=0.65(P=0.51)  

   

2.1.2 > 60% male  

HOPE 2000 115/499 109/494 36.19% 1.04[0.83,1.32]

SPACE Study 2000 18/97 34/99 25.64% 0.54[0.33,0.89]

Subtotal (95% CI) 596 593 61.83% 0.78[0.41,1.48]

Total events: 133 (Antioxidants), 143 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0.18; Chi2=5.54, df=1(P=0.02); I2=81.96%  

Test for overall effect: Z=0.76(P=0.45)  

   

Total (95% CI) 830 720 100% 0.78[0.52,1.18]

Total events: 167 (Antioxidants), 180 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0.11; Chi2=9.13, df=3(P=0.03); I2=67.12%  

Test for overall effect: Z=1.18(P=0.24)  

Test for subgroup differences: Chi2=0, df=1 (P=0.99), I2=0%  

Favours antioxidants 50.2 20.5 1 Favours placebo

 
 

Analysis 2.2.   Comparison 2 Subgroup analysis: Gender and outcomes, Outcome 2 Cardiovascular death by gender.

Study or subgroup Antioxidants Placebo Risk Ratio Weight Risk Ratio

  n/N n/N M-H, Random, 95% CI   M-H, Random, 95% CI

2.2.1 ≤ 60% male  

Tepel 2003 9/64 8/70 11.17% 1.23[0.51,3]

Subtotal (95% CI) 64 70 11.17% 1.23[0.51,3]

Total events: 9 (Antioxidants), 8 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Not applicable  

Test for overall effect: Z=0.46(P=0.65)  

   

2.2.2 > 60% male  

HOPE 2000 57/499 57/494 74.18% 0.99[0.7,1.4]

SPACE Study 2000 9/97 15/99 14.64% 0.61[0.28,1.33]

Subtotal (95% CI) 596 593 88.83% 0.89[0.6,1.32]

Total events: 66 (Antioxidants), 72 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0.02; Chi2=1.22, df=1(P=0.27); I2=18.35%  

Test for overall effect: Z=0.59(P=0.55)  

   

Total (95% CI) 660 663 100% 0.95[0.7,1.27]

Total events: 75 (Antioxidants), 80 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0; Chi2=1.6, df=2(P=0.45); I2=0%  

Test for overall effect: Z=0.37(P=0.71)  

Test for subgroup differences: Chi2=0.43, df=1 (P=0.51), I2=0%  

Favours antioxidants 50.2 20.5 1 Favours placebo
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Analysis 2.3.   Comparison 2 Subgroup analysis: Gender and outcomes, Outcome 3 All-cause mortality by gender.

Study or subgroup Antioxidants Placebo Risk Ratio Weight Risk Ratio

  n/N n/N M-H, Random, 95% CI   M-H, Random, 95% CI

2.3.1 < 64% male  

Land 1994 11/81 21/96 9.27% 0.62[0.32,1.21]

Tepel 2003 14/64 14/70 9.5% 1.09[0.57,2.11]

Subtotal (95% CI) 145 166 18.78% 0.83[0.47,1.44]

Total events: 25 (Antioxidants), 35 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0.05; Chi2=1.41, df=1(P=0.24); I2=28.88%  

Test for overall effect: Z=0.67(P=0.5)  

   

2.3.2 ≥ 64% male  

HOPE 2000 85/499 93/494 58.06% 0.9[0.69,1.18]

SPACE Study 2000 31/97 29/99 23.17% 1.09[0.72,1.66]

Subtotal (95% CI) 596 593 81.22% 0.95[0.76,1.2]

Total events: 116 (Antioxidants), 122 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0; Chi2=0.54, df=1(P=0.46); I2=0%  

Test for overall effect: Z=0.41(P=0.68)  

   

Total (95% CI) 741 759 100% 0.93[0.76,1.14]

Total events: 141 (Antioxidants), 157 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0; Chi2=2.24, df=3(P=0.52); I2=0%  

Test for overall effect: Z=0.71(P=0.48)  

Test for subgroup differences: Chi2=0.22, df=1 (P=0.64), I2=0%  

Favours antioxidants 50.2 20.5 1 Favours placebo

 
 

Comparison 3.   Subgroup analysis: Clinical outcomes by diabetes

Outcome or subgroup title No. of
studies

No. of
partici-
pants

Statistical method Effect size

1 Cardiovascular disease by diabetes 4 1550 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.78 [0.52, 1.18]

1.1 ≤ 35% diabetes 2 1127 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.82 [0.48, 1.41]

1.2 > 35% diabetes 2 423 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.75 [0.32, 1.79]

2 Cardiovascular death by diabetes 3 1323 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.95 [0.70, 1.27]

2.1 ≤ 30% diabetes 1 134 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 1.23 [0.51, 3.00]

2.2 > 30% diabetes 2 1189 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.89 [0.60, 1.32]
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Analysis 3.1.   Comparison 3 Subgroup analysis: Clinical outcomes
by diabetes, Outcome 1 Cardiovascular disease by diabetes.

Study or subgroup Antioxidants Placebo Risk Ratio Weight Risk Ratio

  n/N n/N M-H, Random, 95% CI   M-H, Random, 95% CI

3.1.1 ≤ 35% diabetes  

HOPE 2000 115/499 109/494 36.19% 1.04[0.83,1.32]

Tepel 2003 18/64 33/70 26.98% 0.6[0.38,0.95]

Subtotal (95% CI) 563 564 63.17% 0.82[0.48,1.41]

Total events: 133 (Antioxidants), 142 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0.12; Chi2=4.5, df=1(P=0.03); I2=77.8%  

Test for overall effect: Z=0.72(P=0.47)  

   

3.1.2 > 35% diabetes  

BEAM Study 2011 16/170 4/57 11.19% 1.34[0.47,3.85]

SPACE Study 2000 18/97 34/99 25.64% 0.54[0.33,0.89]

Subtotal (95% CI) 267 156 36.83% 0.75[0.32,1.79]

Total events: 34 (Antioxidants), 38 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0.24; Chi2=2.36, df=1(P=0.12); I2=57.66%  

Test for overall effect: Z=0.64(P=0.52)  

   

Total (95% CI) 830 720 100% 0.78[0.52,1.18]

Total events: 167 (Antioxidants), 180 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0.11; Chi2=9.13, df=3(P=0.03); I2=67.12%  

Test for overall effect: Z=1.18(P=0.24)  

Test for subgroup differences: Chi2=0.03, df=1 (P=0.87), I2=0%  

Favours antioxidants 50.2 20.5 1 Favours placebo

 
 

Analysis 3.2.   Comparison 3 Subgroup analysis: Clinical outcomes
by diabetes, Outcome 2 Cardiovascular death by diabetes.

Study or subgroup Antioxidants Placebo Risk Ratio Weight Risk Ratio

  n/N n/N M-H, Random, 95% CI   M-H, Random, 95% CI

3.2.1 ≤ 30% diabetes  

Tepel 2003 9/64 8/70 11.17% 1.23[0.51,3]

Subtotal (95% CI) 64 70 11.17% 1.23[0.51,3]

Total events: 9 (Antioxidants), 8 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Not applicable  

Test for overall effect: Z=0.46(P=0.65)  

   

3.2.2 > 30% diabetes  

HOPE 2000 57/499 57/494 74.18% 0.99[0.7,1.4]

SPACE Study 2000 9/97 15/99 14.64% 0.61[0.28,1.33]

Subtotal (95% CI) 596 593 88.83% 0.89[0.6,1.32]

Total events: 66 (Antioxidants), 72 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0.02; Chi2=1.22, df=1(P=0.27); I2=18.35%  

Test for overall effect: Z=0.59(P=0.55)  

   

Total (95% CI) 660 663 100% 0.95[0.7,1.27]

Total events: 75 (Antioxidants), 80 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0; Chi2=1.6, df=2(P=0.45); I2=0%  

Test for overall effect: Z=0.37(P=0.71)  

Favours antioxidants 50.2 20.5 1 Favours placebo
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Study or subgroup Antioxidants Placebo Risk Ratio Weight Risk Ratio

  n/N n/N M-H, Random, 95% CI   M-H, Random, 95% CI

Test for subgroup differences: Chi2=0.43, df=1 (P=0.51), I2=0%  

Favours antioxidants 50.2 20.5 1 Favours placebo

 
 

Comparison 4.   Subgroup analysis: Clinical outcomes by CKD stage

Outcome or subgroup title No. of
studies

No. of
partici-
pants

Statistical method Effect size

1 Cardiovascular disease by
CKD stage

4 1550 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.78 [0.52, 1.18]

1.1 CKD 2 1220 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 1.06 [0.84, 1.32]

1.2 Dialysis 2 330 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.57 [0.41, 0.80]

2 Cardiovascular death by CKD
stage

3 1323 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.95 [0.70, 1.27]

2.1 CKD 1 993 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.99 [0.70, 1.40]

2.2 Dialysis 2 330 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.84 [0.42, 1.66]

3 Mortality by CKD stage 4 1500 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.93 [0.76, 1.14]

3.1 CKD 1 993 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.90 [0.69, 1.18]

3.2 Dialysis 2 330 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 1.09 [0.77, 1.56]

3.3 Transplant 1 177 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.62 [0.32, 1.21]

4 Cerebrovascular events by
CKD stage

3 1323 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.91 [0.63, 1.32]

4.1 CKD 1 993 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.99 [0.71, 1.39]

4.2 Dialysis 2 330 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.59 [0.23, 1.52]

5 Coronary disease by CKD
stage

4 1550 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.71 [0.42, 1.23]

5.1 CKD 2 1220 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.97 [0.74, 1.28]

5.2 Dialysis 2 330 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.48 [0.21, 1.11]
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Analysis 4.1.   Comparison 4 Subgroup analysis: Clinical outcomes
by CKD stage, Outcome 1 Cardiovascular disease by CKD stage.

Study or subgroup Antioxidants Placebo Risk Ratio Weight Risk Ratio

  n/N n/N M-H, Random, 95% CI   M-H, Random, 95% CI

4.1.1 CKD  

BEAM Study 2011 16/170 4/57 11.19% 1.34[0.47,3.85]

HOPE 2000 115/499 109/494 36.19% 1.04[0.83,1.32]

Subtotal (95% CI) 669 551 47.38% 1.06[0.84,1.32]

Total events: 131 (Antioxidants), 113 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0; Chi2=0.21, df=1(P=0.65); I2=0%  

Test for overall effect: Z=0.48(P=0.63)  

   

4.1.2 Dialysis  

SPACE Study 2000 18/97 34/99 25.64% 0.54[0.33,0.89]

Tepel 2003 18/64 33/70 26.98% 0.6[0.38,0.95]

Subtotal (95% CI) 161 169 52.62% 0.57[0.41,0.8]

Total events: 36 (Antioxidants), 67 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0; Chi2=0.08, df=1(P=0.77); I2=0%  

Test for overall effect: Z=3.25(P=0)  

   

Total (95% CI) 830 720 100% 0.78[0.52,1.18]

Total events: 167 (Antioxidants), 180 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0.11; Chi2=9.13, df=3(P=0.03); I2=67.12%  

Test for overall effect: Z=1.18(P=0.24)  

Test for subgroup differences: Chi2=8.83, df=1 (P=0), I2=88.67%  

Favours antioxidants 50.2 20.5 1 Favours placebo

 
 

Analysis 4.2.   Comparison 4 Subgroup analysis: Clinical outcomes
by CKD stage, Outcome 2 Cardiovascular death by CKD stage.

Study or subgroup Antioxidants Placebo Risk Ratio Weight Risk Ratio

  n/N n/N M-H, Random, 95% CI   M-H, Random, 95% CI

4.2.1 CKD  

HOPE 2000 57/499 57/494 74.18% 0.99[0.7,1.4]

Subtotal (95% CI) 499 494 74.18% 0.99[0.7,1.4]

Total events: 57 (Antioxidants), 57 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Not applicable  

Test for overall effect: Z=0.06(P=0.95)  

   

4.2.2 Dialysis  

Tepel 2003 9/64 8/70 11.17% 1.23[0.51,3]

SPACE Study 2000 9/97 15/99 14.64% 0.61[0.28,1.33]

Subtotal (95% CI) 161 169 25.82% 0.84[0.42,1.66]

Total events: 18 (Antioxidants), 23 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0.06; Chi2=1.34, df=1(P=0.25); I2=25.37%  

Test for overall effect: Z=0.51(P=0.61)  

   

Total (95% CI) 660 663 100% 0.95[0.7,1.27]

Total events: 75 (Antioxidants), 80 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0; Chi2=1.6, df=2(P=0.45); I2=0%  

Test for overall effect: Z=0.37(P=0.71)  

Favours antioxidants 50.2 20.5 1 Favours placebo
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Study or subgroup Antioxidants Placebo Risk Ratio Weight Risk Ratio

  n/N n/N M-H, Random, 95% CI   M-H, Random, 95% CI

Test for subgroup differences: Chi2=0.18, df=1 (P=0.67), I2=0%  

Favours antioxidants 50.2 20.5 1 Favours placebo

 
 

Analysis 4.3.   Comparison 4 Subgroup analysis: Clinical outcomes by CKD stage, Outcome 3 Mortality by CKD stage.

Study or subgroup Antioxidants Placebo Risk Ratio Weight Risk Ratio

  n/N n/N M-H, Random, 95% CI   M-H, Random, 95% CI

4.3.1 CKD  

HOPE 2000 85/499 93/494 58.06% 0.9[0.69,1.18]

Subtotal (95% CI) 499 494 58.06% 0.9[0.69,1.18]

Total events: 85 (Antioxidants), 93 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Not applicable  

Test for overall effect: Z=0.74(P=0.46)  

   

4.3.2 Dialysis  

Tepel 2003 14/64 14/70 9.5% 1.09[0.57,2.11]

SPACE Study 2000 31/97 29/99 23.17% 1.09[0.72,1.66]

Subtotal (95% CI) 161 169 32.67% 1.09[0.77,1.56]

Total events: 45 (Antioxidants), 43 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0; Chi2=0, df=1(P=0.99); I2=0%  

Test for overall effect: Z=0.48(P=0.63)  

   

4.3.3 Transplant  

Land 1994 11/81 21/96 9.27% 0.62[0.32,1.21]

Subtotal (95% CI) 81 96 9.27% 0.62[0.32,1.21]

Total events: 11 (Antioxidants), 21 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Not applicable  

Test for overall effect: Z=1.4(P=0.16)  

   

Total (95% CI) 741 759 100% 0.93[0.76,1.14]

Total events: 141 (Antioxidants), 157 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0; Chi2=2.24, df=3(P=0.52); I2=0%  

Test for overall effect: Z=0.71(P=0.48)  

Test for subgroup differences: Chi2=2.23, df=1 (P=0.33), I2=10.5%  

Favours antioxidants 50.2 20.5 1 Favours placebo

 
 

Analysis 4.4.   Comparison 4 Subgroup analysis: Clinical outcomes
by CKD stage, Outcome 4 Cerebrovascular events by CKD stage.

Study or subgroup Antioxidants Placebo Risk Ratio Weight Risk Ratio

  n/N n/N M-H, Random, 95% CI   M-H, Random, 95% CI

4.4.1 CKD  

HOPE 2000 59/499 59/494 84.23% 0.99[0.71,1.39]

Subtotal (95% CI) 499 494 84.23% 0.99[0.71,1.39]

Total events: 59 (Antioxidants), 59 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Not applicable  

Test for overall effect: Z=0.06(P=0.95)  

Favours antioxidants 200.05 50.2 1 Favours placebo
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Study or subgroup Antioxidants Placebo Risk Ratio Weight Risk Ratio

  n/N n/N M-H, Random, 95% CI   M-H, Random, 95% CI

   

4.4.2 Dialysis  

Tepel 2003 2/64 7/70 5.75% 0.31[0.07,1.45]

SPACE Study 2000 5/97 6/99 10.02% 0.85[0.27,2.7]

Subtotal (95% CI) 161 169 15.77% 0.59[0.23,1.52]

Total events: 7 (Antioxidants), 13 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0.03; Chi2=1.05, df=1(P=0.3); I2=5.21%  

Test for overall effect: Z=1.09(P=0.27)  

   

Total (95% CI) 660 663 100% 0.91[0.63,1.32]

Total events: 66 (Antioxidants), 72 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0.01; Chi2=2.11, df=2(P=0.35); I2=5.01%  

Test for overall effect: Z=0.48(P=0.63)  

Test for subgroup differences: Chi2=1.02, df=1 (P=0.31), I2=2.09%  

Favours antioxidants 200.05 50.2 1 Favours placebo

 
 

Analysis 4.5.   Comparison 4 Subgroup analysis: Clinical outcomes
by CKD stage, Outcome 5 Coronary disease by CKD stage.

Study or subgroup Antioxidants Placebo Risk Ratio Weight Risk Ratio

  n/N n/N M-H, Random, 95% CI   M-H, Random, 95% CI

4.5.1 CKD  

BEAM Study 2011 4/170 1/57 5.6% 1.34[0.15,11.75]

HOPE 2000 81/499 83/494 47.92% 0.97[0.73,1.28]

Subtotal (95% CI) 669 551 53.52% 0.97[0.74,1.28]

Total events: 85 (Antioxidants), 84 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0; Chi2=0.09, df=1(P=0.77); I2=0%  

Test for overall effect: Z=0.21(P=0.84)  

   

4.5.2 Dialysis  

SPACE Study 2000 5/97 17/99 20.26% 0.3[0.12,0.78]

Tepel 2003 9/64 14/70 26.22% 0.7[0.33,1.51]

Subtotal (95% CI) 161 169 46.48% 0.48[0.21,1.11]

Total events: 14 (Antioxidants), 31 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0.17; Chi2=1.88, df=1(P=0.17); I2=46.87%  

Test for overall effect: Z=1.71(P=0.09)  

   

Total (95% CI) 830 720 100% 0.71[0.42,1.23]

Total events: 99 (Antioxidants), 115 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0.14; Chi2=5.78, df=3(P=0.12); I2=48.06%  

Test for overall effect: Z=1.22(P=0.22)  

Test for subgroup differences: Chi2=2.43, df=1 (P=0.12), I2=58.76%  

Favours antioxidants 200.05 50.2 1 Favours placebo
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Comparison 5.   Cardiovascular disease by CKD stage by stage

Outcome or subgroup title No. of
studies

No. of
partici-
pants

Statistical method Effect size

1 CVD by CKD 4 1550 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.78 [0.52, 1.18]

1.1 CKD stage 2 1 993 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 1.04 [0.83, 1.32]

1.2 CKD stage 3 1 227 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 1.34 [0.47, 3.85]

1.3 CKD stage 5 2 330 Risk Ratio (M-H, Random, 95% CI) 0.57 [0.41, 0.80]

 
 

Analysis 5.1.   Comparison 5 Cardiovascular disease by CKD stage by stage, Outcome 1 CVD by CKD.

Study or subgroup Antioxidants Placebo Risk Ratio Weight Risk Ratio

  n/N n/N M-H, Random, 95% CI   M-H, Random, 95% CI

5.1.1 CKD stage 2  

HOPE 2000 115/499 109/494 36.19% 1.04[0.83,1.32]

Subtotal (95% CI) 499 494 36.19% 1.04[0.83,1.32]

Total events: 115 (Antioxidants), 109 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Not applicable  

Test for overall effect: Z=0.37(P=0.71)  

   

5.1.2 CKD stage 3  

BEAM Study 2011 16/170 4/57 11.19% 1.34[0.47,3.85]

Subtotal (95% CI) 170 57 11.19% 1.34[0.47,3.85]

Total events: 16 (Antioxidants), 4 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Not applicable  

Test for overall effect: Z=0.55(P=0.59)  

   

5.1.3 CKD stage 5  

SPACE Study 2000 18/97 34/99 25.64% 0.54[0.33,0.89]

Tepel 2003 18/64 33/70 26.98% 0.6[0.38,0.95]

Subtotal (95% CI) 161 169 52.62% 0.57[0.41,0.8]

Total events: 36 (Antioxidants), 67 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0; Chi2=0.08, df=1(P=0.77); I2=0%  

Test for overall effect: Z=3.25(P=0)  

   

Total (95% CI) 830 720 100% 0.78[0.52,1.18]

Total events: 167 (Antioxidants), 180 (Placebo)  

Heterogeneity: Tau2=0.11; Chi2=9.13, df=3(P=0.03); I2=67.12%  

Test for overall effect: Z=1.18(P=0.24)  

Test for subgroup differences: Chi2=9.04, df=1 (P=0.01), I2=77.86%  

Favours antioxidants 1000.01 100.1 1 Favours placebo
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Source of heterogeneity Scale RR 95% CI P value

Age Every 1 year 1.12 1.04 1.20 0.006

Male % Every 10% increase 1.19 1.04 1.35 0.023

Diabetes % Every 10% increase 0.80 -0.02 1.63 0.605

Study size Every 50 participants 1.03 1.01 1.06 0.009

Number of cardiovascular events Every 10 events 1.07 1.01 1.14 0.022

Table 1.   Meta-regression for major cardiovascular outcome 

CI - confidence interval; RR - risk ratio
 

 

A P P E N D I C E S

Appendix 1. Electronic search strategies

 

Database Search terms

CENTRAL 1. MeSH descriptor Antioxidants explode all trees

2. MeSH descriptor Carotenoids explode tree 1

3. tocopherol*:ti,ab,kw

4. acetylcysteine:ti,ab,kw

5. (antioxidant* or flav*noid*):ti,ab,kw

6. carotene*:ti,ab,kw

7. carotenoid*:ti,ab,kw

8. "ascorbic acid":ti,ab,kw

9. "vitamin A":ti,ab,kw#10 "vitamin C":ti,ab,kw

10."vitamin E":ti,ab,kw

11.(#1 OR #2 OR #3 OR #4 OR #5 OR #6 OR #7 OR #8 OR #9 OR #10 OR #11)

12."renal replacement therapy":ti,ab,kw

13.dialysis:ti,ab,kw

14.(hemodialysis or haemodialysis):ti,ab,kw

15.(PD or CAPD or CCPD or APD):ti,ab,kw

16."renal insufficiency":ti,ab,kw

17.MeSH descriptor Renal Insufficiency, Chronic explode all trees

18.(kidney next disease*):ti,ab,kw

19."kidney failure":kw

20.ur*mi*:ti,ab,kw

21.((endstage next renal) or (endstage next kidney) or (end next stage next renal) or (end next stage
next kidney)):ti,ab,kw

22.((chronic next kidney) or (chronic next renal)):ti,ab,kw

23.(CKD or CKF or CRD or CRF):ti,ab,kw

24.(ESRF or ESKF or ESRD or ESKD):ti,ab,kw

25.((kidney next transplant*) or (renal next transplant*) or (kidney next graS*) or (renal next
graS*)):ti,ab,kw

26.(#13 OR #14 OR #15 OR #16 OR #17 OR #18 OR #19 OR #20 OR #21 OR #22 OR #23 OR #24 OR #25
OR #26)
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27.(#12 AND #27)

MEDLINE 1. exp Renal Dialysis/

2. (hemodialysis or haemodialysis).tw.

3. dialysis.tw.

4. (PD or CAPD or CCPD or APD).tw.

5. Renal Insufficiency/

6. Kidney Failure/

7. exp Renal Insufficiency, Chronic/

8. Kidney Diseases/

9. Uremia/

10.(end stage renal or end stage kidney or endstage renal or endstage kidney).tw.

11.(ESRF or ESKF or ESRD or ESKD).tw.

12.(chronic kidney or chronic renal).tw.

13.(CKF or CKD or CRF or CRD).tw.

14.ur?emi$.tw.

15.Kidney Transplantation/

16.or/1-15

17.exp Antioxidants/

18.exp Carotenoids/

19.exp Tocopherols/

20.exp Flavonoids/

21.antioxidant$.tw.

22.acetylcysteine.tw.

23.carotene$.tw.

24.carotenoid$.tw.

25.ascorbic acid.tw.

26.vitamin A.tw.

27.vitamin E.tw.

28.vitamin C.tw.

29.tocopherol$.tw.

30.flav#noid$.tw.

31.or/17-30

32.and/16,31

EMBASE 1. exp Renal Replacement Therapy/

2. (hemodialysis or haemodialysis).tw.

3. dialysis.tw.

4. (PD or CAPD or CCPD or APD).tw.

5. Kidney Disease/

6. Chronic Kidney Disease/

7. Kidney Failure/

8. Chronic Kidney Failure/

9. Uremia/

10.(chronic kidney or chronic renal).tw.

11.(CKF or CKD or CRF or CRD).tw.

12.(end stage renal or end stage kidney or endstage renal or endstage kidney).tw.

13.(ESRF or ESKF or ESRD or ESKD).tw.

14.ur?emi$.tw.

15.exp Kidney Transplantation/

16.or/1-15

17.exp Antioxidant/

  (Continued)
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18.exp Ascorbic Acid/

19.exp Carotenoid/

20.exp Tocopherol/

21.Acetylcysteine/

22.exp Flavonoid/

23.antioxidant$.tw.

24.acetylcysteine.tw.

25.carotene$.tw.

26.carotenoid$.tw.

27.ascorbic acid.tw.

28.vitamin A.tw.

29.vitamin C.tw.

30.vitamin E.tw.

31.tocopherol$.tw.

32.flav#onoid$.tw.

33.or/17-30

34.and/16,33

  (Continued)

 

Appendix 2. Risk of bias assessment tool

 

Potential source of bias Assessment criteria

Low risk of bias: Random number table; computer random number generator; coin tossing; shuf-
fling cards or envelopes; throwing dice; drawing of lots; minimization (minimization may be imple-
mented without a random element, and this is considered to be equivalent to being random).

High risk of bias: Sequence generated by odd or even date of birth; date (or day) of admission; se-
quence generated by hospital or clinic record number; allocation by judgement of the clinician; by
preference of the participant; based on the results of a laboratory test or a series of tests; by avail-
ability of the intervention.

Random sequence genera-
tion

Selection bias (biased alloca-
tion to interventions) due to
inadequate generation of a
randomised sequence

Unclear: Insufficient information about the sequence generation process to permit judgement.

Low risk of bias: Randomisation method described that would not allow investigator/participant to
know or influence intervention group before eligible participant entered in the study (e.g. central
allocation, including telephone, web-based, and pharmacy-controlled, randomisation; sequential-
ly numbered drug containers of identical appearance; sequentially numbered, opaque, sealed en-
velopes).

High risk of bias: Using an open random allocation schedule (e.g. a list of random numbers); as-
signment envelopes were used without appropriate safeguards (e.g. if envelopes were unsealed or
non-opaque or not sequentially numbered); alternation or rotation; date of birth; case record num-
ber; any other explicitly unconcealed procedure.

Allocation concealment

Selection bias (biased alloca-
tion to interventions) due to
inadequate concealment of al-
locations prior to assignment

Unclear: Randomisation stated but no information on method used is available.

Blinding of participants and
personnel

Performance bias due to
knowledge of the allocated
interventions by participants

Low risk of bias: No blinding or incomplete blinding, but the review authors judge that the outcome
is not likely to be influenced by lack of blinding; blinding of participants and key study personnel
ensured, and unlikely that the blinding could have been broken.
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High risk of bias: No blinding or incomplete blinding, and the outcome is likely to be influenced by
lack of blinding; blinding of key study participants and personnel attempted, but likely that the
blinding could have been broken, and the outcome is likely to be influenced by lack of blinding.

and personnel during the
study

Unclear: Insufficient information to permit judgement

Low risk of bias: No blinding of outcome assessment, but the review authors judge that the out-
come measurement is not likely to be influenced by lack of blinding; blinding of outcome assess-
ment ensured, and unlikely that the blinding could have been broken.

High risk of bias: No blinding of outcome assessment, and the outcome measurement is likely to be
influenced by lack of blinding; blinding of outcome assessment, but likely that the blinding could
have been broken, and the outcome measurement is likely to be influenced by lack of blinding.

Blinding of outcome assess-
ment

Detection bias due to knowl-
edge of the allocated interven-
tions by outcome assessors.

Unclear: Insufficient information to permit judgement

Low risk of bias: No missing outcome data; reasons for missing outcome data unlikely to be relat-
ed to true outcome (for survival data, censoring unlikely to be introducing bias); missing outcome
data balanced in numbers across intervention groups, with similar reasons for missing data across
groups; for dichotomous outcome data, the proportion of missing outcomes compared with ob-
served event risk not enough to have a clinically relevant impact on the intervention effect esti-
mate; for continuous outcome data, plausible effect size (difference in means or standardized dif-
ference in means) among missing outcomes not enough to have a clinically relevant impact on ob-
served effect size; missing data have been imputed using appropriate methods.

High risk of bias: Reason for missing outcome data likely to be related to true outcome, with either
imbalance in numbers or reasons for missing data across intervention groups; for dichotomous
outcome data, the proportion of missing outcomes compared with observed event risk enough to
induce clinically relevant bias in intervention effect estimate; for continuous outcome data, plausi-
ble effect size (difference in means or standardized difference in means) among missing outcomes
enough to induce clinically relevant bias in observed effect size; ‘as-treated’ analysis done with
substantial departure of the intervention received from that assigned at randomisation; potentially
inappropriate application of simple imputation.

Incomplete outcome data

Attrition bias due to amount,
nature or handling of incom-
plete outcome data.

Unclear: Insufficient information to permit judgement

Low risk of bias: The study protocol is available and all of the study’s pre-specified (primary and
secondary) outcomes that are of interest in the review have been reported in the pre-specified way;
the study protocol is not available but it is clear that the published reports include all expected out-
comes, including those that were pre-specified (convincing text of this nature may be uncommon).

High risk of bias: Not all of the study’s pre-specified primary outcomes have been reported; one or
more primary outcomes is reported using measurements, analysis methods or subsets of the data
(e.g. subscales) that were not pre-specified; one or more reported primary outcomes were not pre-
specified (unless clear justification for their reporting is provided, such as an unexpected adverse
effect); one or more outcomes of interest in the review are reported incompletely so that they can-
not be entered in a meta-analysis; the study report fails to include results for a key outcome that
would be expected to have been reported for such a study.

Selective reporting

Reporting bias due to selective
outcome reporting

Unclear: Insufficient information to permit judgement

Low risk of bias: The study appears to be free of other sources of bias.Other bias

Bias due to problems not cov-
ered elsewhere in the table

High risk of bias: Had a potential source of bias related to the specific study design used; stopped
early due to some data-dependent process (including a formal-stopping rule); had extreme base-
line imbalance; has been claimed to have been fraudulent; had some other problem.
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Unclear: Insufficient information to assess whether an important risk of bias exists; insufficient ra-
tionale or evidence that an identified problem will introduce bias.

  (Continued)
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In the protocol for this review, we indicated that it was our aim to restrict inclusion of studies to those with at least 100 patient years per
treatment arm. This parameter was not applied due to the very limited number of relevant studies identified. We identified only three
studies that met this criterion (HOPE 2000; Land 1994; SPACE Study 2000). Publication bias could not be assessed due to inconsistency
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of data reporting by identified studies. Furthermore, the limited number of studies identified prevented conclusive subgroup analyses
being conducted. Subgroup analyses for history of cardiac disease, prior vitamin supplementation, and concomitant medications were
not possible due to limited data reporting.
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