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Becrnuse of the uncertain uses of Fortune, once a
goddess, to-day materialised into the Force of Competition,
we are all monopolists seeking Lo create a scarcity and fix
our price, Thie may be effected by controlling the market,
or producing a superior value, The one, though common, is
liable to gravesbuses; the other is the prerogative of all
genius,

Our concern in this thesis is with monopolies con-
trolling markets. It is our business to inquire into a double
Land and Labour scarcity, to trace an opposition extending over
a sixty years' period, and to estimate the victor's price,

This was fully pald at the end of a short but very bitter
contest, in which the new fomm of an old monopoly was scattered
to the winds by the overpowering strength of its opponent.

But there was no division for the Time-Spirit. The
earth brooded over these living seeds until after many years
and in our own day has arisen in Strength if not in Besauty,

a movement strangely askin to that broken Past.

It 18 my knowledge of this kinship which emboldens
me to offer this limited treatise on a long-buried subject.
Perhape this knowledge ia also the justification of my
understanding. For the rest, it is sincere in thought and

observation,




CHAPTER 1.

THE CONVICT SYSTEM.

Despite the integrity of Australia's first governors,
opposing forces were speedily set in motion, which by intensify-
ing the many difficulties of the new convict colony, thwarted
the central government, diverted authority and meinteined dis-
cord. Foremost smong such influences was the New South Wales
Army Corps, the Governor's nominal and only weapon againet
the insubordination of the convicts, and the disobedience of
the settlers. Established in England in 1789, it consisted
of soldier-prisoners from the Savoy (a military prison of
disgraceful character), and other men who, said Hunter bitterly, |
"have been considered as disgraceful to every other regiment
in His Majesty's Service", and was commanded by officers at
least as unscrupulous as clever, Whether Phillip's strong
band could have controlled "all those old tailors and shoe-
makers, stay-makers, man-milliners, tobacconists, and pedlars
that were called captains and lieutanantsﬂl' is doubtful: but
in the issue his departure was their chance, providing an
opportunity for a three years' military deapotiﬁm, directed
only by that "rage for trade"z' which Collins 80 continually
laments, Mrs. Macarthur explained in one of her letters that
the mi'itary controlled the colony's trade, thereby preventing
"monopoly and the imposition that would otherwise be practised

nS.

by masters of ships, But well enough as thies sounds, to

substitute possible ephemeral combinations, by a fully-fledged
monopoly which was secured in its later stages by = "combinamioﬁ;
bond'4‘ was & proceeding of doubtful benefit to the colony.

Ail goods brought to the colony were, as ,e,-\reault, sold f_irgt

to the officers who "resold to all the colony at 100 per oént,
profit, and often more."S:  Rum bought at 1/6 could be s0ld

for 50/- and tobacco bought at Rio for 3d., could be sola‘for
5/6. Moreover, tobacco and particularly rum became pra&r
tically the sole media of exchange, the demand for them thﬁ%

furnishiﬁg/
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furnishing to the enterprising militia an incalculable source
of revenue, Rum could also be manufactured from wheat,
grown upon the officer's grants of land by convicts who, so
late as the time of Hunter, were fed and clothed by the
Government,

"I never saw a place", declared Palmer, "where a
man could so soon make a fortune, and that by the fairest
means - agriculture. The officers have already done it, and

this in 18 montha.'T'

And King out of the depths of a
great bitterness writes to England of John Mscarthur, the most
gifted offender. "He came here in 1790 more than £500 in
debt, and is now worth at least £20,000. His employments
during 11 years have been making = large fortune, (2) helping
his brother officers to make small ones, mostly at publiec
expense, and (3) sowing discord and strife, "S-
To the same man, another opponent, Judge Advocabe
Atkins flings the cutting words: "Return to your original
nothing! Beleve me an honeast and industrious stay-maker is
a more honourable and more useful member of society than such
a man as I now hold you to be.'g'
Against such a combination and such a leader, "the
would-be arbiter of the colony",lo‘ it was impossible for either
Government, amall settlers or convicts to make progress, More
‘natural was it for the corruption to spread downwards, through
the officers to the smaller settlers, and through the ranks
 of the corps to the convicts with whom the members of the
corps did not think it shame to associate. Inevitably the
community was involved. But while recsaleitrant Governori
might be opposed, settlers won over by judicious patronagé_(so
that_oﬁly once do we hear of a combination among them, caiiﬁﬂ_
"The Praternal Soclety of Norfolk Is.,11: which was immediately
suppfehsed by the Governor), end the eorba might be placai&ﬁlf

12. the labouring

by a share in the actual business of plunder,
classes were a much more troublesome proposition.

Though/?‘



=S

Though, prisoners from the hulks and felons for
whom & nation had no use, these men were the sole source of
labour power and actually in possession of a considerable
economic weapon. In this rich but merciless country either
men laboured or the settlaﬁent starved. The members of first
fleet had pitched thelr tents by the banks of a creek in the
midst of a busy facing the sea, and obviously there was nothing
for it but to cut down trees, grub out roots (burning out
stumps had to be discovered) and dig up ground for cultivation.
Later when more fertile soll was discovered on the Hawkesbury,
and tiny settlements formed, there were roads to be laid,
fences and barricades constructed against dangers within and
without, log huts erected, and a thousand and one obvious
forms of wealth to be created by sheer labour power, The cap-
ital forms of the colony were in the giftof its first workers,
the conviets.

How was this power to be controlled?

It was not 2 military problem, though perhaps many
of us have imagined it was merely 2 matter of crime and its
punishment. It is true that csuntless instancesof brutality
could be adduced to prove that = larée proportion of the
convicts were lashed, tortured and killed to exact obedience
and to set an example, But, as Barton has pointed out, these
punishments were in accordance with the prevailing English

13. The

code, and really an extension of a habitual attitude.
system was economically disastrous, and if carried to an ex-
treme point meant ruin for the colony. Under it, men grew
sullen or rebellious, and simply refused to work. This blank
refusal, or successful go-slow policy had a great deal to do
with the early oriseah\oodbining with the inexperience of mast-
ers and men, the uncertainty of the seasons, and the Hawkéﬁhpry
floodp, to place the colony on what was often a atarvation.diet.

Moreover, if men were forced to work from dawn till -

dusk, through noonday hours whose fierce heat was undreamed of

tn/
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in England's benignant c¢limate, scantily fed, sometimes nakod,i“

and under threat of the whistling lash, the white slaves died
like flies. The sun blazes fiercely enough to-day upon men
who work by a desolate railway station not very far from one
of the branches of the Hawkesbury: do these workers know that
it was truly written of city-bred Englishmen that "about 800
died in 6 months at a place called Toongabbie?"is’

Yet fatal as were the effects of convict diseipline
upon men and taskmasters equally, the nature of the evil, and
the necessity for more merciful treatment were not clearly
perceived, and we see an irregular use, asbuse, and neglect of
punishment according to the relative insight of the authority
concerned. It was only the irregularity of the system, terrible
enough in the abuse which was, after all, the means of saving
the colony from utter starvation.

Clearly the problem was economic, It was to provide
men with an incentive, and with reward tangible enough to evoke
a willing and ungrudging exercise of labour-force: in fact to
detemine the wages of labour,

But let us remember that the convicts were primarily
"government men", working for the central authority. If the
officers had been provided with their own labour, these 'govern-
ment men' could have engaged in public works, cultivated the
Government Domains producing food both for themselves and for
an outside population, and perhaps for export, Each convict
might have possessed his own plot of land on a perpetual lease
from the Government (Phillip half dresmed of it), and a satisfied
and contended yeoman ry been created. A practical opportunity
for the trisl of State Socialism 1lay ready to hand.

But the officers were not provided with lsbour, and
were forced to depend on convict labour. Yet these same convicts
were urgently needed by the Government to engage in the publie
works so necessary for the stability of the settlements, Obvioue.
ly a compromise must be arranged - and arranged it was, in the

time/



time of the first Governor. The convict's time was split

into sections, part being devoted to Government work, and part
to work for the settlers. Because of this, and also becsuse
the convict would work better, the Government system was based
on taskwork. But since numbers of men competing in a gang
would perform the task in an average time, the task work grew

to be regularised by a customary time of performance more or
less binding on the conviect., The "government task" was thus
not only piece but time work, along the same lines as the Mtask"
of the modern Taylor system. Where a man could not, or would
not perform the given work in the given time, the latter was
sacrificed, and the man compelled to finish the task "in his own

timen  16-

The convict's own time was that portion of his day,
when freed from Government labour, he might if he pleased work
for the settler,

Clearly it was to the interest of the settler to sese
that the convict had as few Government tasks as possible, so that
the time gained might be employed on his famm, The settlers!
fields, granted for nothing were crying out for labour, and there
was no labourer but the conviet.

This is the explanation of the numerous regulations
which the Government found itself forced to pass concerning the
hours of labour,l7- _

Phillip's first regulations concerning the hours of
labour, show this curious custom fully established. Government
labour was from 5-9 a.m., and from 4-5.30 p.m.18* Evidently
he altered these, because when the military government made its
first labour regulation, as soon as Phillip had left, so that
"the convicte had more time given them to bear the heat of the
day and make themselves comfortable at homéﬁ 19. the original
labour hours were re-introduced. The periods varied during
summer and winter, making in all about 7 hours Government work
in summer, and 6 hours in winter (during the Hiliiary Government).
As can be seen from Phillip's regulation, the time was divided
' into/
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into two shifte, leaving the intervening periods of 7 and 6
hours for the settlers! work. Collins'mereiful explanationzo'
is of course a verbal diplomacy.

Hunter's regulations may be taken as a standard for
future guidance. He abolished the shift plan, and ineisted
that Government work should be done in a block from dawn till
1 p.nozl. LTS

The ordinary Government convict was, by the regulation
of'October; '95, forced to work generally 10 or 11 hours a day.

This settled later into a fixed 10 hours. 22"

There seems to
have been doubt about the conviect's week-end, At first he

was given all‘Satufday and Sunday for himself, but later Govern-
ﬁent work was performed on Saturday morning.

Wearisome as these detailed considerations may seem,
yet they indicate a very important feature of the convict's
1ife, namely, his "time" rights. He might be forced to work
for the government, but at least his hours were definitely
limited, and there was special provision for free periods.

More interesting still, during such free periods he
was paid, generally by the piece, Naturally the settler's
only means of obtaining good work, was to recognise a wage
system and competitive payments. The prices asked by the
labourers were considered very high, althoﬁgh, to modern eyes,
they are but reascnable. Hunter, however, became really alamm-
ed =t the magnitude of the sum demanded, and determined in '95
to fix wages. Collins details the situation. ™A combination
appearing am;ng the labouring people to rsise the price of
reaping for a day, the governor, being as desirous to encourage
IndEitey o5 to chénk MEEr L atvtempt at imposition, thought 1t
necessary,on comparing ours with the ﬁrice usually paid in
England, to direct that 10/- and no more should be demanded or
given by any settler, under pain of losing the assistance of
the government, for reaping an acre of wheat, It was much

feared/
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"feared that this order would be but iittle attended to, and that
some means would be devised on both sides to evade it."zs'

The fear wae justified, and the settlers themselves
were constrsined to protest sagainst imposition, In Jeanuary, '97,
Hunter issued the rollowing Government and general order. "It
is the Governor's desire that the settlers in each district
do appeint among themselves quarterly meetings for the purpose
of settling the rate of wages to labourers and others whom they
have occasiom to hire: that an agreement for this purpose be
crawn up in writing to which each settler in the distriect is to
subscribe his name: thet a penalty for any breach of this
written agreement be fixed by the general opinion, and inserted
in the writlng, and which in case of forfeiture will be recovered
by & civil court: that they resolve together for what purpose
such forfeiture shall be applied for the general benefit of their
own district."za' A copy of this remarkable agreement was to
be transmitted to headquarters, and "the rate of wages they have,
or may from time to time establish.,"™ On 10th March, 1798, Hunter
published a detailed wage statement being enabled from the rates
delivered to him from the different districts to fix a mean rate,
which he conceives to be fair and equitable, between the farmers
and the Iabourers.zs' It oonbisted of a 1list of over twenty
aimple f&rming operations, against which was placed the piece-
work price,

In addition, however, time wages and rations were given,
and for the first time a free labourer wds distinguished from a
Government mean, by belng pald 2d. more per day, T he Government
man was to be paid 10d, per day.

With very few alierationa Hunizr's scheme was continued,
so far as it applied to conviets,until, in December, 1818, "upon
the establishment of the Colonial Bank, and the conseguent
suppression of that vile medium of circulstion termed the colonial
currency, between which and British stg. the-re used to be &

26

difference of value from 50 to 100 per cent.,“"* the price of

labour/
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labour was also corrected. Still, however, Macquarie's order
publishes a detailed 1ist of prices for specific farming
operetions, and the established rate of wages is still £10 a
year, After 1819, however, the piece work prices are not
published in Tegg's Yearly Almanse, and after 1823, the yearly
wages do not again appesar. By this time Bigge's investigations
had been the means of introducing a sterner policy of convict
discipline, and convicts were disallowed from claiming 13333.27'
The decade following was a period of horror for the convict,
who had no right to claim even the clothes that he wore. More-
over, the extension of the system of private assignment, so
strongly recommended by Bigge, carried with it gross abuses,
renderihg the convict in every truth the slave at whose treat-
ment history has shuddered, The loose and easy times of
Macquarie had given way to theories of adamant.

Bourke's more merciful regulations in 1835 limited
the summary powers of magistrates with respect to convict ser-

vants, gave to the latter certain human rights of food,

shelter and clothing and insisted on the rights of the central
authority, il

In 1838, assignment ceased, =nd in 1840 the last con-
viet arrived. But up to the period of Bigge's investigation,
the remarkable feature of the convict system was 1£a looseness
and irregularity. We have been at some pains to describe
the details of the labour system, so that the convict's separste
functions might be observed. We have seen that his two labour
periods were definitely separated from each other, and that in
each he had privileges which becsme rights, As a Government
men, he received no wages for a forced task, the visible t&ken
of ser¥itude. But, as a competitive lnbourér, he received a
definite wage allowance, such as any wage labourer might obtain,
Moreover, the fixed wage was Necessarily a minimum, Labour
was too scarce for Hunter's regulations to be obeyed by men who
were free to take or leave work as they pleased, and what

attempts/
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attempts were uade to enforce these fixed wages were,after all,
a recognition of the convict's right to receive them. The
regulations were certainly not = success in the earliest period.
The following table 111uatratéa the difference between the
price paid, and the established rate in July, 1800:

Piece Work. Price Fixed. Paid,

For falling off, burning
off and breaking up :
an acre of ‘ground .. .., £2:18: 0 £5: 5: 0

Reaping whesat per acre .. 10: 0 13:11 SParrmmatta;
2:11: 6 (Hawkesbury
Sawing plank per 100 .. .. 7: 0 1: 1: 3
Time Work.
Day's wages with board oo 1: 0 5¢ 050'

With more settled government, these high prices (though
it must be remembered that the stated money values represented
any commodity, preferably rum) fell considerably. But, even
in 1820, the Government atatamenqrs by no means invariable, and
fluctuates according to the pressure of circumstances, Hannibal

Macarthur's evidence in this connection is interesting.

ue n: Answer:

Do the wages of labour continue The magistrates would settle
to be regulated by the sched- a dispute for wages by this
ule that appears in the Almanac schedule except where a
of this year? positive agreement appeared:

but it does not exhibit an
exact statement of the usual
wages of labour, For in-
stance, thrashing and clean-
ing wheat is 10d, and marked
in the schedule 8d, Fencing
and railing are 6d. less

than the price commonly
given, and this applies to
most other items.

Macarthur aslso states that he has been forced to
devote no less than two-thirds of his time to magisterial business,
the greater part being concerned with disputes between masters

and servanta.SI‘

It/
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It is evident then that the convict labourer combined
the functions of serf and freeman, within a curious economiec
freme: that government regulation was of little practical
value, guiding rather than ruling, =nd that the duality had
arisen, and the regulations proved ineffective, becsuse of the
scarcity of labour, A natural monopoly exacted its own price,
of regular hours, government tasks, and of a wage system, All
this had been possible because of the continual call which the
original monopolists had been able to make, through power
generated by trade fortunes, znd by a three years!' military
government (during which land was given away wholesale to
military officers), upon the central authorities; Hunter, King,
Bligh and Macquarie might come and spend their very life blood
in fighting for the healph of a countiry not their own, and fail!
Hunter whimpered, and King, strong man as he was, grew desperate.
Bligh for =211 his noise was beaten, and even politic Macguarie
with his brand new regiment, destroyed what he had accomplished
in the dissolution of the New South Wales Corps, by granting a
rum monopoly - Curious it surely wae, that the only hope of
opposition lay in the labour monopoly which owed its very
weapons of wage-status and positive independence to the call of
the monopolists themselves.

Consider this convict material, "a jﬁmble of thieves,
cut-throats, swindlers, forgers, rebels, poachers, ruined gam-

n32. Although politiecal prisoners

blers and fraudulent debtors.
like the Scotch Martyrs, titled gentlemen like 8ir Henry Browne
Hayes, and peculiarly intellectual and refined prisoners like
Dr. Bland were not generally set labouring, but granted fams
or official work such as suited their tastes, yet the settlement
was 80 amall that the stir of rebellious thought could not but
trouble all ranks of soclety. The plaints of Hunter,"a nice
sensibie old man", too honest and well meaning and stupid to

do more than write home pathetiec letters sbout the wickedness

of all classes, the annoyances to which King was subjected, and

the/
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the famous quarrel between him and the wily Macarthur, which
ended in the lstter's defeat turning to a victory procuring

him 5,000 acres at Camden, and the goodwill and positive ad-
miration of a nation of clothiers: the much more exciting
Bligh-Macarthur imbroglio, and the inevitable triumph of the
rebellious officer, by which in truth, he became arbiter of

the colony: All this was quite surely, as Mr. Evatt points out,
the challenge of a new order. This is a land where, from the
beginning, authority was opposed by power angkhare a new man

with this crew of "huxter offioera"ss'

might set government
after government by the ears.

During the nineties came the Irish convicts, rebell-
ious through sheer heart-break for the efforts that had failed,
to prevent the fatal Union of 1801, The wisest of them 1ike
Holt became law-abiding and flourishing, but there were numbers
of the Defenders who could not thus lightly forget their
'republican' sentiments. These fomented the Castle Hill
mutiny - a political and not =n economic episode, Sufficient
evidence this, that the labourers in the new country were by
no means cowed by the severities of the 'system'.

For however arbitrary in the order, authority was ex-
tremely lax in the execution. The convicts and the military
associated, as was natural, on almost equal terms, except that
in case of a difference the military took what the convicts
consgidered =2n unfair advantage of their poaition.34‘ It was
even at one time suggested by the Home Government that convicts
should be asked to enlist in the New South Wales Army Corps,
gince the numbers had been greatly diminishod,ss' and well con-
ducted convicts had it in their power to become almost what they
pleased, The watchmen of the stores, the keepers of the toll ‘
gates, the night wardsmen and constables, clerks and officials
were nearly all convicts, many of whose sentences had not“:e:tfa'ired,

and whose good conduct, even, had not been proved, The commuta-

tion of sentences to shorten terms was looked upon, not as a

privilege
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privilege but a right, and the Government eventually codified
rules which were found to be an incentive to the perfommance
of good work, Convicts possessed personal property and land;
they bought and sold, sued for debt (though this wae infre-
quent) and entered into contracts. Until 1823 the convict
was either in fact, or potentially a free man, He was not a
slave, not a serf, but a "labourer", And always over the
edge of a temporary subordination, beckoned fréedon. Free-
born, he died free affer the appointed sentence had run its
course,

Of all 'labourers' the mechanic was most highly
prized and his services greatly valued. So late as 1835 Bourke
uses the old method of valuation, whereby 2 mechanic is set

down as worth either two or three 1abourera.27'

An ever present
problem with the Government was how to use to best advantage

the limited numbers available. Not until the immigration of
1840 was the colony satisfied that it had enough of these skill-
‘ed workers, and not until 1843 did it acknowledge that there

were too many,

But before these dates the mechanic was a very valuable
possession, and it was only with the utmost difficult that
settlers were able to obtain assigned mechanies, The Government
needed all it could obt=in, and assigned them with much reluc-
tance. The mechanic's wages were high as compared with the
labourer's, being recognised as 3/- for a day's labour, and 5/-
including board. They worked ten hours a day and six hours
on Saturday.se'

This lasbour aristocracy was always exceedingly
independent and often insolent, creating a danger centre in the
labouring classes which the Government viewed with uneasiness.
The mechanics retaliated by doing their best to avoid Government
work, with its continual danger of prison'componnda or road
gangs; and many concealed their trades, despite the risk of
puniahnent.57"

Tradesmen/
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Tradesmen whose services were not required by the
Government, such ss "tailors, shoemakers and others" are most
frequently selected by overseers and clerks in different
offices at Sydney, on condition of paying them generally a
weekly sum of 10/- reduced to 5/- if the convict gives up the
Government ration.58°

Convicts who had money were in the habit of paying
needy freemen to gain them as nominal assignees, and then to
practise at their trade as they wished.so'

Of free labourers under the convict system there
is not a great deal to be sald. With a mistaken notion of the
importance of the subject, I at first spent much time in an
attempt to differentiate the conviet from the free labourer.

But I was gradually convinced by the evidence, that no vital
distinctions were made between the two, and that, on the con-
trary, there is a continual tendency to merge both under the
term !'labourer’. Collins pointe out fhat "in the infancy of
the colony, but 1ittle was to be gained by thelir being restored
to the rights and privileges of free people",do' and, although
the Government was naturally forced to recognise ;he freeman's
status, yet he was found to be a continual soﬁrce of trouble,
disreputable in hablits, and lawless in character. He is,

in fact, the rebel of fhe community, refusing to occupy the
land which was given away to any deserving expiree, and living
by his wits,

For the germ of Eha labour movement, we do not look
to the freeman, but to the Government convict, particularly
to the mechanic, with his regular hours, his definite wages,
and his economic worth. This restless and favoured labour
aristocracy was already instinct with a strong labour conseious-
ness, generated by a continued opposition to monopoly and
extortion. These were the men likely to grow indignant under

4. and to

summary punishments of 25 to 50 lashes for idleness,
resent the payment of honest work in rum, tobacco or wheat,

which/
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which was a glut on the market, The mechanics suffered
least, but their superior intslligence was most conscious
of =buses,

Bigge's complaint (guided, so it ie hinted by the
influence of the Macarthur faction) was that "sufficient atten-
tion had not been paid to the superiority that it ie =0 eszsen-
tial to preserve in the relation of master and servant."

His judiciously chosen phrases clothe the real
centre of the trouble, 1Instesd of being cowed, the labourer
was defiant, and even magisterial punishments, such aes were

. had been

revealed in the "Torture Proceedings" of 1826,
ineffective in amending his conduct, The cry of "conviect -
discipline”, which Bigge set rolling down the twenties and
thirties was nothing but the agitation of an "exclusive party"
in terror for a system which had failed,

It 1# because of this thirty yesara! history that I
sm disinclined to agree with Mr. Northcote in neglecting the
convict as a factor in Australian socisl development. It seems
to me that, up to 1822, the convict is no less to be reckoned
with, than the free labourer after that date, and that the line
of descent runs clearly from the 1822 convict to the free
immigrant, who encoursged by favourable reports of the proposed
new system now begins to arrive. The policy following on the
adoption of Bigge's Report marks a fundamental change from a
convict settlement to a new colony for free-born Englishmen.

We casn afford, in this discussion, to neglect the alave system
now introduced. It rune its own evil course, hardening the
masters but not greatly affecting the Labour Movement.

We turn to the free immigrants who joined with the
yearly quota of expirees, now begin to press heavily upon the
unoccupied lands round the small settlements, each new farmer
being forced to select land at a further distance from the
township. But many were unwilling to become pioneers, through

personal fear or family responsibilities; others sgain posasess-

ing a natural aptitude for trade, regarded Sydney nas their
rightful/
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rightful dwelling place. Moreover, the wages of a skilled
labourer were high, and at this period considerably more than
were given in England, Willingly or unwillingly, the free
labouring class begins to arisethrough the sheer pressure of
population bearing down upon a land monopoly which cedes never
an inch, and drivef back the population into the eity. That
the ebb and flow did not pass unnoticed is proved by a refer-
ence in 1836 to the cleim of disappointed emigrants in 1828
"who, through the malversations of the Darling Government with
every rightful customary title, never received to this hour,

a single acre."

The new world meets the old, bitterness and independence
go hand in hand with a traditional submission, already half
banished by the great adventure of a long voyage, across troub-
lous seas to a new land, We do not argue that the Australian
Labour Movement wag due either to the "currency lads" or to the
immigrants. Much was due to the influence of a thirty years!
convict system under the conditions we have described. But the
curious feature about the convict and the expiree is that, though
strong in the spirit of antagonism, he is generally unsble to
help himself. Free enough to kick against the pricks, he was
not able to revolt successfully, snd (so far as I have knowledge)
attempted only once a political and not an economic revolution.

He was both a free man, and a Government man, free to obey but
not free to command. Like the system, he had become centralised,
It was the creative element which the conviet lacked. Others
might help him, himself he could not save.

This is the reason that movement centres generally arount
the more arresting figures ¢f the newly arrived immigrant. What
the emancipist lacked in direction and management, the emigrant
who had braved so great dangers was able to supply. Movement,

di rection and decision were his contributions, but the peculiar
form and colour had long ago been set in conviet moulds, --Of

this our whole argument shsll be the proof,
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CHAPTER II.

THE IMMIGRANT MECHANIC.

However regulated, emigration was a giant business
concern, from the publication of pamphlets describing the
nature and attractions of the appointment of agents, the
chartering of shipe, the furnishing of supplies, the port
of call arrangements, and the despatch of the human cargo.

As a huge international connection, its 1ife-blood was the
money, patronage and perquisites furnished by Government, some
to lose, others to gain a population.

Somewhere in dusty piles must lie the history of this
great movement, heretofore, so strangly neglected, Somewhere,
too, there must be histories, many of them we fear, shameful,
of the connections between Government officials, lsnded pro-
prietors and emigration agents. Yet not until the human
motives behind this great exodus are rightly understood, will
our own history lose its obscurity.

We know surely that there were interests, and those
important ones concerned in the business. An interesting
petition was submitted to Stanley in February, '43, pointing
out the great distress which'had been caused by the cessation
of emigration in '42, signed by no less than 31 English Com-

panies and a number of individual firns.l'

Ten years esrlier
there were possibly not so large a number involved, since
Australia had only just begun the reckless policy of spending
the newly established land fund upon emigration. But, even
at this date, we cannot afford to neglect the business aap§at
of the question,

In '52 the Emigration Commissioners of the Colonial
Office were issuing papers comparing detailed statements of
wag;s and prices in British North America and Australias
exaggerating wages and depreciating prices.

In '33, Stanley issued a despatch stating wages and
prices/
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prices in Australia, although as the Gazette solemnly averred,
referring to pages in Parlismeantary papers, "he had been
previously informed by the Government of New South Walee that
the wages paid in the Colony were by no meane so high as
stated in the printed paper issued by his dapurtment.'z &%

And in '37 the Australian Government was publishing
& '35 wage-siatement as representative of Australian conditions?'

It woﬁld not, however, be fair to cast all the blame
either on the business men concerned, or the Government author-
ities. The actual work of persuading emigrants was done by
agents who, in extravagant language, and by the aid of highly
coloured hand bills, easily described the advantages of = country
they had never seen, much indeed would be spoken of which the
agent himself believed to be true, and more would be left the
imagination where it was to the agent's interest to remain
silent.

But in any case, it waas not an esasy tak for any of the
persons concerned to follow clearly the constant chsnges of
policy introduced with each successive governor; or to realise
how guickly,in this new land where all wae in the making, plenty
followed upon scarcity or a drought brought on a financial
erisis.

The temptations to exaggerate were possibly enommous,
but the difficultiss of s truth-teller were perhaps equal,

But these philosophicsal conclusions did not help
the immigrant who came out expecting to find = land flowing
with milk snd honey. There is a striking sgreement among
writers, that above all it was land that he sought, particularly
during the twenties, thirties and forties. |Mrs. Chisholn,s'
Samuel Sidneya' and Tlhotsky7' are all emphatic in their
declaration that the emigrant sought land, and not 2 mere
repetition of the wage-system in the old land, He came, with
splendid hopes "to better hie condition™., It was men, ;
dissatisfied with the condition of dependency, anxious thcﬁ-

selves to become amall landowners who emigrated to Australia,

"t/
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"If there is =any regulation that more immediately affects any
recently arrived emigrant®, said Tlhotsky, "it is certainly
that regulating the disposal of crown and waste land." And
it was the '31 regulations which finally made this would-be
yeomanry impossible,

We have already shown that alienation of the land was
the condition for the appearance of a free and respectable
labouring class: To this sutation, point is now given by the
thwarted hopes of the '31 and '35 emigrants, and acritical
stage in the history of the Australian Labour Movement is reached,

This critical moment has two aspects, The definite
alienation of the land was sufficient to create a widespread
dissatisfaction and discontent, but determination was given to
the impulse by the beginnings of systematic immigration; and
we have the strange but not unnatursl spectacle of immigrant of
but one or two years' standing, protesting against the extension
of the same movement which hadbrought them to these shores,

The working of these motives is illustrated by the
action of Emigrant Mechanics in the early thirties, It was in
1831 that land was declared, in accordance with the vicious
Wakefield system, to be no less than 5/- per acre - "Too cheap
for the rich jobber and speculator, it was not cheap enough for

the poor emigrant®, Even for a man willing to pay, what
land was applied for was an immense distance from Sydnay,'not_
transferable from the power of the Crown for periods varying
from one to three months, and l{able to be snapped up in spite
of the emigrants previous application, by any wealthy squagtef.
The ﬁodo of payment, a logical application of the lakefiolﬁff
principles, was manifestly unjust to the poor man, 1nvolvi£§

a 10 per cent, deposit and the settlement of the residue only
one month afterwards. The clear intention of the Act was to
prevent the poor man from becoming a landowner. Bourke could

not help himself in thelmatter, though later he was strong enough

to refuse Glenelg's requestto raise the price to 12/- per aecre.

Gipps/
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Gipps perforce obeyed and in 1843 raised the price to 20/-
per sacre, It was manifestly agsainst his judgment, but he
dared do no otherwise.

Once Mrs. Chisholm approached him on her pet subject,
the granting of small holdings to the poor man, Gipps court-
eously enough answered the brisk and indefatigable little lady -
"Mrs. Chisholm, I may entirely approve of your plan, but I am
gsent here to carry out the Wakefield system.“g' From the
Governments then, our emigrant had but little practical sympathy,

It was also in 1831 that Lang's Scotch mechanies
arrived, under one of the best immigration systems that could
pdssibly have been devised, The redoubtable Dostor, who com-
bined a great deal of shrewdness and practical sense with & hot-
headed advocacy of the rights of the Seotch,lo' being at a loss
for respectable workmen in Sydney, skilled enough to build his
Australian College, naturally turned to Scotland for a supply
of emigrants. The clergymen and elders of parishes in Edin-
burgh, Glasgow and Greenock having certified regarding the
moral worth and ability of 140 persons, including the wives and
children of the mechanics, the men came out under a contract
with Lang to engage in the work of building the college, agree-
ing to pay back in instalments the passage money, The success
of the scheme was evidenced by the greater part of the money
being paid back within a few years. Hdreover, the favouiablo
reporte of the first 1mgigrants'1nduoed others to follow with the
result that, in 1833, no less than 1,538 persons had been
Qas&sted.ll' These men formed a steady, industrious and in-
telligent centre in the 1life of the Sydney community, the graatar
number rising in course of time to be master workmen, civio
dignitaries and even landed proprietors. One man, Mr, Daitd
Taylor, arrived in '32 with only £15 in his pocket,12- i;_

native of Stirlingl>*

14.

with some practical experience in n!aicipal
matters, after working successfully in Sydney as a gov&rnment

contractor, 15. e rose to be a Councillor in Sydney's tirat

municipal corporation, 13. and doubtless the history of thi‘
' "philoaophiealf
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16. could be repeated many times over.

"philosophical stonemason™
But, in 1832, the works at the College stopped, and
the mechanics were thrown out of work. Land was unobtainable,
and other jobs at the same high'rates of £2/-/- =2 week did not
immediately present themselves, In the meantime, the '33
emigrants were beginning to arrive, and the mechanics as a body
began to feel the pressure of competition, A body referred to
as the "Society of Emigrant leohanioa"17' met together to dis-
cuse the situation. It was determined to call = publie meeting

18. to discuss the

of the working clacsses generally of Sydney,
propriety of petitioning the Secretary of State for the Colonies,
and also the Commissioners of Emigration on the notable subject
of "Emigration to this Colony".  Several meetings were held
from June to October, 1838, out of the divided counsels of which
finally emerged a plan which would have some effect in easing
the labour market. Members of all the different trades in
Sydney were invited to submit to a central committee of "working
mechanies"” (including both emigrants and emancipists) = state-
ment of the wages actually received, A full and exsct document
was drawn up, "the probably demand for labour estimated, and
full and authentic information on other points affecting the
interests of the working classes" was forwarded to the Mother
Country for the information of intending emigrants "leaving it to
their own discretion to emigrate or not." This statement was
widely circulated and was used by the Government in 185?.19'
The plan of petitioning the Home or Colonial Government on
emigration was abandoned, but much excitement was caused in
Sydney by a proposal emanating from these meetings thay.thé Gov-
ernment should be petitioned "not to grant any more prfgoner
mechanics to persons holding situations under the Govaf%ment",
and the slightly different proposal that the “Governme&t ghould
remove all prisoner mechanics and tradesmen whatever" rkd&kthe
town of Sydney. The emigrants raised very little objactiqn to
emanbipistq/

._\ |
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¢
H



-21-

emancipists, and rarely, if ever, refused to :;algamate, but

a great deal of animus was spent on the very real disadvantage
endured by free men who competed with convict labour. Here

is the beginning of the Australisn campaign against a lowering
of the standard of life! The attitude of opposition was =
necessary means of self-preservation, forced upon the workman by
the constant flow of immigration, To judiciously regulated
immigration he triedvery hard not to object, but when the
pressure of the immigrants forced into active competition con-
vict and free labour, thus degrading the standard, the workman
was up in arms, The very freedom of the old convict system,
with its customary wage basis affecting still the privileged
city mechanics, was a double menace and a direct insult to the
free mechanic striving "to better his condition." It was,

with the Government a financial matter, for the assigned city
mechanics were supported by English funds, But this explanation
is no excuse, The Government cannot be acquitted of blame, for
refueing so persistently to comply with the mechanics' demands.
The welfare of the people should have been a parsmount considera-
tion in this new country, even if the finanelal policy itself
had to suffer. One doubte, however,whether, after all, the
assigned mechanics were worth fighting for, and whether, in the
end, it would not have paid the Government to accede to the
mechanics' demands. It was merciless to encourage free immi-
gration and assignment at the same time. The combination of
these two, was indeed responsible for much of the bitterness,
which ultimately diverted the Labour Movement from its rightful
course, enabled the sguatters to defeat the Government, and sent

Gipps home to die.
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CHAPTER III.

CO-OPERATION.

The early proposal to petition the Government con-
cerning the competition of convict mechanics being defeated
among the mechanics themselves, some more successful means of
relieving the situation was sought, It was natural that
these constitutional spirits should think of establishing =
benefit society, copied from what was known of "similar
societies in England", by means of which they could rule and
relieve their own condition.

A curious feature in the preliminary discussions on
the subject was that the Society was designated "The Trades
Union Benefit Society", and was reported by the Gazette as a
society similar to one which the boat-builders had unsuccessfully
attempted to establish over three years ago, except th=at it

included other trades beside the ahip-wrighta.l‘

But, once the
society was fomally constituted, the word "Trades" disappeared,
and the title became merely the M"Australi=sn Union Benefit Society!
(A.U.B.S.). In the M.S. minutes of '34, the same distinction
is observed on a page which the Secretary entitles "Minutes
of an Adjourned Meeting of the Austrslian Union Benefit Society".
Through the word "trades™ a line is drawn, The mistake does
not again occur in the books of the aociety.z'

In the eame month (March, '34), there had been talk
of establishing a newspaper called "The Australian Union" to
be owned and published by an Association, the members of which
were to contribute £1 shares, "constituting the holder a pro-
prietor, and giving him a voice in the election of the oqﬁnittee
of management, each proprietor pledging himself to become a
subseriber." The Journal was "to advocate the cause of the
People, the good of the many, in opposition to the interests of
the few," |

It seems reasonable to believe that the early scheme

had/
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had been to establish a "Trades Union Society", as a fighting
organisation for the working people (who, by now, were feeling
so deeply aggrieved) with an sccredited newspaper of which a
certain Nathaniel Lipscomb Kentish was to be the elected
editor.s' But the advice of more conservative spirits carried
the votes, and turned the Soclety into a Union merely "for
the relief of the working classes in New South ¥ales in the
times of sickness, and other pecuniary distresses." A full
copy of the '34 Rules 18 not extant, but, by the Revised Rules
of 184),‘

the Society gives benefits for sickness, death,
death of a member's wife,as well as a superannuation allowance,
The Committee of Management, consisting, at first of twenty-
eight members, met quarterly, while the ordinary memberz of the
Society met monthly to psy their 3/- subscriptions, and discuss
the work of the Sceciety. A General Pub'ic Meeting was held
every yesar. The Society wme under the patronage of Governor
Bourke, and was enrolled in 1834 or '35 at the General Quarter
Sessions under the EBnglish Friendly Societies Act.s' During
the next twenty years, the membership of the society varied

from 78 to 105,6'

consisting especially in the thirtiez of men
who played a prominent part in the life of Sydney. Hence,
although the Society has always been conservative, devoting
itself only to its stated functiona, it was a definite rallying
peint for leading members of the working claszes, Fomed, as
the minute book states, "from a feeling of independence among
its members", it included men from overseas as well as emancip-
ists, Conviets were never admitted, although once or twice the
question was mooted. After its successful formation, a medal
of Augtralian workmanship was presented to Mr. Edvwvards, "a
olavé: engineer", then Secretary, which well reprosente& the
spirit of the Soclety.

"On the one side, there is in rich embossed work,

the Eye of Providence with its rays reflecting on a device of

four united hands, in which are contained the Rose, Shamrock

Thistle/
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"Thistle, and Malze Stalk, respectively, wurrounded by a laurel
wreath, and superscribed by the motto, "United to relieve,
not combined to 1njura."7'

As an insurance society, the Society has been most
successful, and while its present membership is only 129, the
credit balance for 1918 reaches the astonishing figures of
£9,300,

One of the enthuslasts who took a large part in the
fomation of this Soclety, was an erratic, radically-minded
individual who boasted the title of "Nathaniel Lipscomb Kentish,
Land Surveyor and Civil Engineer, many years = Government Sur-
veyor in the Australian Colonies, and formerly Professor of
Surveying =nd Ichnographical Drawing in the Royal Military
College of England."a' At this period he was an immigration
agent, & pamphleteer, editor from 1834-'37 of an irregularly
published paper called "The Sydney Times", and prime mover in
any scheme whatsoever which smacked of speculation, Eventually,
he was disowned by his old associates: the Patriotic Association
declared that "he has made himself, by foreing his literary
efforts and patriotism on the public, the ridicule of the publie,
and the bane of the cause he has taken in hand";g' he was
dismissed from the Government service in New South Wales,
cautioned by the "Herald"™ to "eschew meddling with public com-

and he and his family wandered over the "three

several coloniaa"io' in search of unwary individuals who might

10
panies",

be interested in speculation. After numerous attempts to found

bogus companies, he ended as a begging-letter writer}°°

Yet Kentish was taken quite seriously by colonial
society in '34, He was gifted with some ability, and his
writings, though generally hopelessly diffuse, are not lacking

in penetration. He waa‘poasesaed, moreover, of "indomitsble
energy, and a wamm interest in his project."li'

In the latter part of '34, Kentish and Bibb, an ex-

12.

member of an English working-man's co-operative society, who

13,

later became a leading Sydney architect and surveyor, and =

few/
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few other respectsble democrats also members of the A.U.B.S.,
being concerned about the high price of bread, met together

with some other citizens to discuss the matter. It was deter-
mined to form a society for the sale of cheap bread, and a

public meeting was called of the respectable inhabitants of
Sydney (the word is continually ineisted upon in 2 society which
has not yet shaken itself free from the trammels of convictiam).
At a somewhat noisy meeting, a oommittee of twenty-one was formed
to govern a society called "The Wheat and Flour Company", '
established "mainly to relieve the poor, yet the capitalist will
also derive advantage from becoming s subscriber.? ; The
Committee included the names of W. C. Wentworth, Hipkiss, Bibb,
Kentish and John Thomas Wilson. The latter was another gueer
character, though at this time =2 member, and later treasurer of
the A,U.B.8. But he was a thorough-going scoundrel, and twice
ewindled the good easy folk of Sydney, the second time to the
extent of £40,000.15' Indignant creditors equipped "The Rover's
Bride" and sesiled forth to pursue him on the high seas, But,
after cruislng off the coast of New Zealsnd, and then darting off
to the North Pacific Island, they seem to have given up the chase,

As can be seen, the committee was variously constituted,
the managing directors who were appcinted quarrelled with the
members of the society, and, after a short existence duting which
prices were not lower than those of the monopeclists, it failed,
Kentish quite clearly pointed out that the resson for its failure
was that the two principles of & joint stock business, snd a
working man's co-operative society had been confounded.le'

What Kentish, Bibb and several of the members of the
company had desired, was a non-competitive, non-interest hearing
association, the members of which, by combining £1 shares, would
bring together sufficient capital to supply themselves with cheap
bread, What had actually happened was that £5 shares had been
subscribed for, bearing a 15 per cent. interest; and that the

management elected by the society had sought outside markets

and engaged in competitive business. Moreover, the relation
between/
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between the scciety, the committee of management, and the
managing Dirsctors had been indetermminable. Kentish possibly
confused matters by imagining into exi stence snother society
called "The Wheat Growers' and Consumers' Sceclety to unite the
grower with the consumer by the strong bond of their joint and
common interest to the exclusion of the middleman."17' Such =
society, if constituted, would have involved ncthing less than
the beginnings of a2 social revolution on the pattern of the
short-lived English models, But little sotive interest was
taken in the proposition, and Kentish's paper lepsed,

But feilures did not daunt this valient Don Quixote,
and in August, '36, with a flourish of "Resurrectus sum", Kentish,
agein an apostle under the guise of en editor, eccndemned monopol-
ies, projected wild schemes of two more Flour Companies, and
talked of Life and Pire Assurances. His paper died in July, '57,

But the interest he had failed to wake to action still
lingered, and when, in 1839, the working classes were suffering
sorely from the price of necessities,when the general publie
were holding public meetings, and the Benevolent Society lists
were full, a public meeting of the working classes only was csalled
At this meeting Bibb was present, and Henry Macdemmott,who was,
for the next six years, tc be hailed as the people's leader, "was
vociferously ealled to the chair.'la' Macdermott was & member
of the A.U.B.S., and had known Kentish (who had been before the
public eye only the year before), It was proposed that a 'joint-
stock society called "The Union Association of Sydney for the
Relief of the working classes" be formed to consist of a
capital of £5000, the shareholders to be "mechanies, tradesmen
and members of the working classes and such other persons as
would conform to their rules.” A plot of ground was to be pur-
chased, and a steam mill erected "with sufficient engines for
grinding and dressing flour, and making it into bread." Here,
wheat bought at cash prices was to be manufactured into bread
and disposed of at 10 per cent. above cost price to shareholders.

An/
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An office was established, but we hear nothing further of the
great scheme, The beginnings of co-operation are buried
in their own pretensions. Co-operation feiled because the
schemes proposed were too large, and becsuse the distress which
projected a movement never lasted long enough to keep .people
vitally inferested. Had Kentish been more relisble and some-
thing le=zs of an adventurer, his first scheme might have pros-
pered, for there were 500 people at the initisl meeting, =nd
Kentish's own ideas seemed clear enough. But since he f=iled,
to beget confidence, the interest in co-operation passed with
the crisls which had created it. At the '39 meeting, there
was a great deal of sincerity and evident earnestness exhibi ted,
but the scheme wsas obviously impossible. For lack of 2 cautious
and experienced leader, the movement failed, Australia secms
indeed to have caught the spirit of Robert Owen's co-oper;tivo
movement, without more than half guessing at its substance.

A few of his disciples she had perhaps already received,
for, in June, 1840, theére is a small "Owenite"™ or "Socialist"

society existing in Sydney.19 The Society, however, does not
seem to have flourished, and its members, according to an eye-
witness, were few. Its aims are not clear; 1if co-operative,
this wes subordinate in the public estimation to its adoption of
the vaguely revolutionary, heterodox, and teaching . . . . One
of its rules was that no "religionist" need apply. Of its mem-
bers was doubtless one Sloman, popularly known as "the King of

the Cobblers", a member of one of Sydney's Total Abstinence
Societies, and something of an oddity in trade circles. He once
created in court what must have been for him a truly gratifying
sensation, when, to the unbounded =stonishment of everyone, he
declared himself indifferent to the Bible oath, as he "disbelieved
the oontenia of the book altogether." The Chairmsn 1nqu1red.'
how long it was since he had come to that singular conclusion, whe
Mr. Sloman replied that it waes the result of long and serious

consideration. On being asked whether he was an Owenite, he

replied/
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replied that he certainly considered the principles inculcated
by Robert Owen were better than =ny others, and he decidedly
approved of that part of the doctrine which held mankind as
creatures under the unavoidable influence of circumstances.

He admitted, however, that he believed in the existence of a
Supreme Being and a future state, in consequence of which, the
Chairman remarked that his evidence might be taken, as even
that of pagane had sometimes been,

One of the members of the society whether Sloman
or not, is not clear - writes exceedingly frank and able
letters to the papers, protesting against the popular coneception
of Owenism as synonymous with licentliousness.

"I, &ir, have personally known Robert Owen for the
space of three years in London, and was a member of his Socisal
System. I took great pleasure in calling him father, for he
was more than father to many of us,

"Until you know Robert Owen, abstain from epithets
which reflect no credit on you, nor disgrace on him. That man
who attempts any innovation is sure to meet with opposition
from those whose interest it is, to let the world go on as it
doos.'zi' :

It i8 likely that this small society made common cause
during the next few years with the Trade Unions, or rsther

with the Operative Movement which the Unions led.
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CHAPTER 1V.

TRADE UNIONS.

In April, 1802, "whereas two attempts have lately
been made to revive seditious meetings", a Government order
was based on Geo. III, 36.8 ; forbidding "meetings of more
than 12 persons to be nggéiﬁ?- Such meetings,without
pemission and public notice, will be deemed unlawful assemblies?

There is reason to believe these regulations were
pasesed, because of the insubordination of the Irish convicts
and were thus political and not economiec. Although the phrase
"unlawful combinationa" appears, I do not find that it refers to
combinations in restraint of trade. The regulations were a
precedent for a curious bill passed by the Council in 18486,
entitled "the Party Processions Bill", and aimed against the
proceedings of St, Patrick's Society on the Saint's day.l'

We are, I think, correct in stating that no Anti-
Combination lawe for the purpose of regulating industrial bar-
gaining, were ever passed in this country. Certainly, if there
were government orders they were of no importance. The Masters
and Servants Acts (q.v. Chap. V.) were more a statement of
rights, and a method of individual compulsion thsn a weapon
against combined action. It was within the law for societies
to be formed, although aggressive action was viewed with sus-
picion, and, as a last resort, the Masters and Servants Actswere
used to prosecute individual strikers. But there is no instance
of a trade society, or a trade combination having been either
suppressed or prosecuted.

The first strike of moment in the colony occurred in
1829, A hubbub had ariseﬁ regarding'eurruncy values, csused by
large importations of Spanish dollars, which had been thrown
on the market at a reduced rate, and set up varying standards

emong different seetions of the people. The Chamber of Counerue,
having/
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having falled to come to an agreement with either of two sect-
ions of merchants, public business was suspended for two days,

It was naturasl that mechsnics, bewildered by varying
estimates should demand as thelr right in sterling what before
they had received in currency. It is true that this meant -
other things equal - an increase in resl wages. But, when
other sectiones of the community were attempting to turn the
situation to their advantage, the mechsnics cannot justly be
blamed for setting their price.

"A new and startling note", characteristically ex-
plained the Gazette, "labourers in many instences have combined
to resist the commutation of wages.," Sald a correspondent:

"A blow is struck at the very root of the prosperity of the
colony, when already the high price of labour is the bane of.
this colony."

It was the Typographers of the Australian who led the
movement, "demanding an advance of 15 and 17 per cent. in
currency, and, when refused, struck work and left the employer
suddenly without s hand to carry on the necessary work.,"

The Australian, usually published three times a week,
did not appear on Monday, 30th November, and, on the following
Wednesday, consisted only of a sheet of advertisements and an
explanation. The police were appesled to, but, with little
success, their sympathies probably being with the strikers,

In addition, the Gazette of December, 10th, reports
that, at = meeting of journeymen carpenters held a few miles
out of Sydney, it w=as resolved to strike until the masters should
consent to pay in sterling what had been received in currency.
Ihilo, finally, the crew of = whaler refused to sign the ship's
articles until their demands should be complied with (Gazette,
December 19th).

And, posaibly, there were other trades concerned, for
the public excitement seems to indicate a more or less general

movement.,/
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movement, Not untll December 24th, did the Government inter-
vene, fixing the values of the dollar and rupee as a measure
provisional to their total abolition.

But no trade societies resulted from this excitement,
and itwas not until July 16th, 1831, that the Gazette reported
the carpenters to be on the eve of establishing a Benefit
Society, with the significant statement, "There is already one
in existence at Swan River.'z'

But there is no evidence that the projected New South
Wales society ever took shape. About 1830, the shipirigﬁts
had also attempted and failed to establish a Benefit Sooiety.z'
Curiously enough, as a link with this projected carpenters!
society, is a Joiners' Society in July, '35, which did not per-
aist.s‘ Members of both trades formed a society in April,

S. continued until 1846.6'

1840,4' which, with a year's bresk,
There are records on the books of this society of successive
attempts to fomm a society of Joiners exclusively, in April,
'49,6' and of 'Carpenters and Joiners' in May, '51.6' But the
Society did not sctually continue its existence until October,
1855.?‘ With another break from '58 to '61, we touch the pres-
ent society of Progressive Carpenters and Joiners, thus definite-
ly linking up past and present unioniaem,

The earliest trade society which I have been able to
trace 1 & a Cabinet Makers'! Society, formed among the Emigrant
Mechanica of 1858.8‘ This "club®™ or "soclety" is confessed by
one of its members to be established for the maintenance ﬁf
London piece-work pricee, as well as "to insure their tools
from loss by fire, and assist the widow and orphan in distress."
It is poseible that the prices were taken from an "Edition of the
London Cabinet Makers' Union Book of Prices published in 1824",
or from "later supplements and index keys to the work.“°'  As
a result, the price of certain articles of furniture rose slight-
1y. A chair which had cost 30/- was now, and apparently on this

aocbunt,/
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account, %2/-, Sydney gossip runs to the effect that "the
mechanics have formed themselves into clubs to which they pay
a weekly sum, in order to support the body if out of work."

;t is hardly necessary to point out that, if we
take Webb's definition of a Trade Union as standard, this
Cabinet Makers' Society comes within the generalisation, "a
continuous association of wage-earners for the purpose of main-
taining or improving the conditions of their employment,"

In the same month there is some uncertain evidence
connected with the efforts of "the body of coopers", who, "in
unigon with their brother tradesmen have held meetings for the

’10.

purpose of promoting emigration. There is no further

evidence regarding this body, but it possibly existed as a loeal
trade society for an indefinite period. Some of Lang's mech-

enics had come from Glasgow where such a body of journeymen

Coopers "traces a continuous existence from 1752".11'

The Cabinet Makers' Scciety, or more correctly, the

Cabinet Makers' and Upholsterers' Society, seems to have remalned

18,

in existence definitely until '46, and possibly later. Among

the members of scattered facts relating to its history, none
points to a break.

But the strongest of all these early societies was
13,
fomed three years later, when the Typographers in January, '35, ’
established a fighting union, always remarkable for its aggressive

spirit. It has a definite nine years' history, until June, '44,

14.
at least.
15.
Somewhere about the same time "a few years back™ from

'39, the Shipwrights' Benefit Society was formed, including in

159 almost the whole of that useful class of men who reside in
Sydney." The Society is in full existence in December, 1840.16°
In January, '57 the Coachmakers' Benefit Society was

it possibly atill in existence in 1340.18'

&
fommed,
In March, '37, a combination took place among the sea-

.19. ;
men, and, in December, '39, "upwards of 60 members were

enrolledn,?®-
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enrolled",zo' to form a proposed Seamen's Benefit Soceity.
But the trade is uncertain, and regular meetings would have
been difficult to arrange,. In sny case, I have found nothing
concerning the society. In 1840, after the crisis in '38
and '39, several socleties were formed, in addition to the
Carpenters' and Joiners' Society, already mentioned,

In March, 1840, the Engineers, Millwrights, Founders
and Smiths established a Sociaty.ZI' It is not clear when
the society wae dissolved, but, in 1845, the Millwrights and

2.

Engineers'! Benevolent Society was formed,2 econtinuing until,

at = special General Meeting in September, 1850,25' the Soclety
was dissolved by mutual consent. A month after, the Engineers,

the Operative House Painters, Plumbers and Glaziers held a

masting,z ° and a week latsr the House of Call was notified for
the information of the public.zs' The Society still exists in
June, '44.26'

The Union Society of Operative Cordwainers formmed in
June, 1840,27', and probably some time in the same year, the
Boot and Shoemakers of Sydney fomed a Society,za' continuing,

at least, until June, 144,29.
This trade had struck for an advance so early as '51.50'

In December, 1840, the Society of Assistant Drapers is in active

31, 2.

3
existence, continuing untlil January, '45, In March, '48,

an Association is again formed, which does not, however, continue

35.

the traditions of the earlier society. It seems probable

% was the

beginning of & soeciety in existence in '4555' and '46.56'

aleso that a strike of the Tailors in August, 1840,5

In June, '42, the Journeymen Plasterers formed a Benefit

57.which 1s in active existence in May, 1845.58' It

Society,
would be interesting if this proved to be the modern society of
Plasterers which was in existence in '56, but whose date of origin
is not known,

In December of the same year, the Slaters and Shinglers

39.

founded a society, In February, '45, the "Trades Union" of

Weavers, /
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w.

Weavers, Spimners and Warpers is in existence, and in

June, 1850, the Hand Loom Weavers of Sydney write a letter as =

41,
"body of Mechanica", In March, '45, the Stonemasons are

in active exiatence,42'

146. % 1n December, '48, the Operative Stonemasons called a

44.

and continue at least until September,
meeting of the Trade, but the Society was not reformed until
183, In August, '45, the Woolstaplers' Society of New South
Wales wae astabli&had.‘s' In November, '49, a meeting of
Fellmongers and Woolsorters does not show clearly whether there
is or is not a society in existence, 46+ In September, '46,

the separate societies of the Sawyers, Bakers and Tallors assist
in providing strike funds to the Carpenters and Joiners! Sooiot;r'
The Bakers had struck in May, '41, and also sent a memorial

to the Governor,‘e'

80 that possibly they formed at this time,
continuing as the above entry shows until September, '46, of
the Sawyers and Tailore I have found nothing more except that
they were "trade societies."

'47 is a blank year, showing the formation of no
societies, and the evidence of no union action. Uncorrelsated
activity there must have been, but it is not projected into the
public arena. It is the year of dead or dying societies,

The year, '48, is the turning point, when the working
classes turn from the old unioniam to the new. Immigration

floods over the shallows of the middle forties, and forces the
working classes to think once more. The faint attempt of the

”.

Stonemasons Society in December, '48, and the equally futile

attempts to fomm a Joiners' Bociety in May, '49,50' and a

51. are the stirrings

Carpenters and Joiners'! Society in May, '50,
of a new birth, brought to fruit in the establishment of the
Sydney Typographers! Society in the latter part of 1851.52'

Though the new movement overlaps the éld, and the gold discover-
ies impede the working éf old and new societies, the division

is clear. With the Sydney Typographers! Society, modern unioniam,

which/
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which is not our story, is set on its path.ss'

Let us turn back and survey the position,

During a period of 15 yesrs from 1833-1848, we
have watched the irregular sppearance and disappearance of
no less than eighteen,and perhaps twenty,trade societies,
Although the history of all these societies is incomplete, it
is clear that some societies remained in existence for the
greater part of the period under survey. There is no evidence
to prove that the Cabinet Makers' Society of '33 was not the
Cabinet Makers' Society mentioned agaein in '39, and at varying
periods afterwards till '468, Thus the Society existed for,
at least, thirteen years.

The Typographers! Society has a definite nine
years'! history, the Hand-Loom Weavers' eight years, the Tsilors'
six years, the Engineers' a broken existence of, say, four
years in the first period, and certainly five years in the
second, The Shipwrighte' Society has perhaps three or four
years' history. The Operative House Painters, Plumbers and
Glaziers definitely existed for four years, the Plasterers
for three years, the Stonemasons for three years.

The Assistant Drapers; who naturally stand apart
from the history of the other trades, are an interesting society
in their first five years' period, insisting,with very little
guccess, that the hours of work should be shortened.

And the core of this movement is contained in the
years '40-'43, It 1is during these years that the greatest
number of societies are formed, and that the bulk of trsade
union action takes place. Here lies our study of the relation
between trade union action, and society.

First, however, let us survey the internal con-
stitution of these unions, and attempt,from the scattered facts
at our disposal, to gain some idea of how the societies worked.
The naﬁbership of the socleties probably varied a great deal.

Sydney's population was increasing at the rate of 10 per cent.

&/
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a decade, and particularly from '38-'41, immigration was
resorted to with such succeszs that "the entire face of colonial
gsociety became at once changed", so that it seemed to people
almost as if "they had gone to bed in Botany Bay and awakened

in England"®%- _

This constant flow, added to a less constant
exodus is the reason for the constant breaks in the history of
early societies. But however the membership varied, it was
always small, :

In January, '36, the lst Anniversary of the Com-
posi tore! Society wes commemorated =t the Golden Anchor, Bridge
Street, by thirty members.ss' In May, 1838, at a General
Meeting of the "free oompositors.of Sydney"™, upwards of fifty
members attended.55' In the same month, it was estimated by
the Committee of the Journeyman Compositors that the number of
workmen in Sydney was: 44 free compositors, 8 assigned com-
positors, 13 apprentices, and 4 men unemployed. Thus, out of
a possible 48, the larger proportion (30) were in the Society.

A year later on March 16, L859,57 the Compositors estimated
"that the present strength of the business including Free Com-
pdsitora, Assigﬁad Servants and Apprentices", was from 80-90 .
actually employed. There were also several cbmpositorl following
other employments, and two or three out of work, owing to the
fact that about twenty compositors had arrivedin the last year
from various parts of the world., Doubless the olaim of any of
these twenty to enter the Society would have been admitted.

Finally, then, at these periods mentioned the Society
included the greater proportion of the free.comﬁositors of
8ydney, its numbers varying from 30-50.

In April, '41, at the 1lst Anniversar& Dinner of the
Operative Carpenters and Joiners held at Mr, Barker's Crown and
Anchor, George Street, "about thirty of the members sat down to
an excellent dinner, provided by Mr. Blyth, pastry-cook of George

s, In August

Street, which reflected great credit on him."
and September, 1848, the Society of Carpenters and Joiners,in

the/


https://va.ri.ou

-21-

the first week of a strike, paid relief money for 28 men,

in the second week,to 62 men, and, in the third week, to

71 men.5°. Apparently, one set of men after another downed
tools. Whether the 71 were full members of the society is

not clear, It is more likely that the original 28 were society
men, whereas the others were outside members of the trade. The
Society was alded in the strug:le by six other "Trade Societies",
and by contributions from "Employed Men." The Shipwrights!
Society in June, 1839, counted as members "almost the whole of
that useful class of men who reside in Sydney.'eo'

At the 1st Amniversary Dinner of the Millwrights
and Engineers' Benevolent Society in 146, at Entwistle's Hotel,
York Street, "about forty members and visitors sat down to =2
sumptuou s rapast.“ol'

Evidently, then, the membership of the Societies varied
generally between, say, 25 and 60 members, including,in some
1nhtaﬁ$es, the greater part of the trade. The proportion of
unionists to the operatives generally can never have been large,
For instance, in December, 1840, there were ten unions in exist-
snaa;oz' suppose each of these had an average of thirty members,
the total number of unionists would be only 300. These, however,
were the men who convened a meeting of some thousands. The
largest operative meetings,of which we shall have to speak, varied
from 3,000-5,000.

Concerning the union funds there is also some slight
evidence. In June, '39, the Shipwrights! BenefitSociety
established a few years since, had "greatly flourished, so that
its funds amounted to nearly £400, notwithstanding that consider-
able deductions have been made during the past year for necessary

disburaementa."6 Doubtless many of the Sydney societies were

not unlike a Launceston socliety, which, in Jenuary, '44, had a

membership of only twenty, but funds to the smount of 5500.84'

Certainly, ten Sydney societies were flourishing enough in December

08. The Carpahtera

and/
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and Joiners were rich enough in September, '48, to subscribe
£26: 7: 5 "from the funds of the Society", to pay back £10:14: 6,
and to offer to pay £9: 7: 3, This latter, the Tailors, Bakers,

6s. The

and "Cabinet Msaskers" heriocally refused to accept.
gltuation of the other Societies is shown by the following unique
entry, sppearing in the Carpenters and Joiners' Books. One

copy verbatim:

Monies Subscribed by the Trade Societies - 1846,

September 7 Recd, from the Tailors g S e £2 8 6
“ 14 " “ " " - 8 8 e 8 H 2 6 0

4 14 6

L 28 Paid back to the Tailors ...... 4 14 6

" 8 Recd. from the Sawyers ....c.... 2 8 6

" 29 Paid back to the Sawyers ...... 2. 35 @&

" 5 Recd. from the Cabinet-Makers .. 2 6 8

n 29 Csbinet lakera Rorfudef ...cceoe

5 12 Recd. Tiom the BEKers ......c.. 5 0 ©
October 3 Bakers Refused Payment .,......

Sep temberid Recd, from the Stone-Masons ... 5 6 6
Octoher 3 Paid to the Stone-Masons ...... S 8 ¢

September 2 Recd, from the Nailers ........ 2 1 0
& Nailﬂrﬂ Bﬁfuaad Payment‘ CRC I B

September 7 Recd, from the funds of the
Society of Carpenters and
Joinara S & 8 8 89 5SS SRS 9 5 8%

n 14 Recd., from the funds of the
Society of Carpenters and
NOAREEE e st nns s v atvniyslas 1y 3 %

When, in '43, Duncan's "Weekly Register" was establishec
"the ahoam;kars were seduced into a collection of £10: 2: 6 in his
favour, The Unitéd Painters subscribed £5 for him at a pot
house; and a sum of £20 for his use was nearly voted by the
Associsated Stone-Masons, and_waé lost by only one vote. The
Carp&ntera were also prepared to enter into a subscription, except
that -some cranky fellow suggested that they should walt before

they sought Mr. Duncan's advocacy." The Guardisn newspaper of
144 ssems to have been helped considerably by votes from trade
societies, and on May 18th, '44, s vote of thanks was passed "to

the/
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"the society of Painters, and the Carpenters'! Soeciety,"
for pecuniary assiestance afforded,

Obviously, the regular funde of the Societies were
fully adequate to any emergency, and the members could be
depended upon where a special levy was requisitioned,

Let us now inquire into the functions of these
Trade Socleties, to which small regular funds were subscribed
monthly'by associated members of the various trades.

Primarily, they were benefit societies. The "good
easy going folk of Sydney", did not find fault with their for-
mation, but rather approved of unions to protect the destitute
but respectable working man., The Prospectus of the A.U.B.S.,
with which many newspapers and members of the general publie
constantly identified the trade societies, exactly illustrates
the workman's justificsation. "The many advantages that have
been found to accrue to the working classes of the people of the
Mother Country from the formation of benefit societies, cannot
but excitc the feeling of fond anticipation that the formation
of a gimilar sceiety in Austrslia will be found equally success-
fully,

"Separated as we are from the land of our birth, from
our friends and from all chance of relief from those Benevolent
Institutions which abound in Grest Britain, we can perceive
nothing to cheer us in the prospect of sickness and adversity,
except through our united exertions to save from our weekly gains
such an smount as may form s fund to relieve those unable to
provide for themselves the common necessities of life, Formed
into such a society we cease to be strangers and friendless in
thie land of our ado;t.ion."w'

Naturallf, however, once a Benefit Society was confined
to a trade, it was liable in any perlod of trade pressure to enter
the more purely industrial arena, Moreover, while it was
possible for a Benefit Society to give Qick and death and perhaps
even lo8s of tools benefit, it was a doubtful policy to give

unemployment/
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unemployment benefit. The A.U.B.8., so far as one can judge,
get its face wholly against the unemployment benefit. Another
instance of the distinction occurs when, in August, '46, the
Committee of the Pustralian Clerk's Benevolent Fund Society,
which had been formed amid general approbation in '44, and gave
unemployment sick and death benefits, decided to abandon the
unemployment fund, "not only because so few members Joined it,
but because however beneficial its operations might be to those
who should join it, still it involved prineiples which might
prove unsafe in ther resulta."sg'

It must be also remembered that colonial papers
have always devoted a great deal of space to items of English

news, the more so at a period when 2 small community grew very

weary of its owh loeal news. Thus colonial society watched

the rise and fall of English Unioniasm in the late twenties and
thirties, and workmen,who were not themselves emigrants, became
familiarized with the prinociples @f industrial action. Natur-
ally the distinctions between Benefit Societies and Trade Unions
would always be more obvious to the workmen than to the general
publie: and it 1s possiblefor newspapers to applaud the formation
of a workman's benefit socliety, which the workmen know quite
definitely to be a trade union. All these are general specul-
ations, but they indicate my attitude to the questions whether
our unions were imported like the Amslgamated Engineers of '52
(which was formed dn board ship), or whether they arose naturally
within the colony. All evidence points to their natursl origin.
Men who came out here "to better their condition", by taking

up land, did not bring their unions with them. Labour associated
because of economic pressure within the community, and the in-
dustrial functions evolved in order. The projected 8arpenters
and Joiners Benefit Soclety in '31 seceme to me to have been formed
for benefit purposes and not necessarily for industrial action.

On the oﬁher hand, the Cabinet-Makers'Union was formed among
Emigrants whose ideas were clesr with regard to the distinction

between "benefit Societies " and "Unions". But the projected
Sydney/
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Sydney Joiners! Benefit Society of July, 1835, is "intended to
raise s mutual fund to repair losses of tools, occasioned by
fire or otherwise, and also to provide for the respectable inter-
ment of its members, oto":7°' when will be submitted a pros-
pectues and a code of Rules and Regulations, previousz to their
being legally enrolled."

The project was to enrol as a Priendly Soclety under
the same English lsaw by which the Court of Quarter Sessions had
legalised the position of the A.U.B.S. More remarkable still,
in November, '41, tne rules and regulations of the Sydney
Operative Carpenters and Joiners' Society were allowed snd en-

1. Thie is all the -

rolled by the Court of Quarter Sessionu.
more interesting because in March, 1840, the Society had been
engaged in a strike, A letter from one of the joiners justified
the strike, remarking that the Society is "for the protection of
our Trade and Tools", "and that a disoerning public will judge

vhether the wages demanded are unreasonable.'7 No incongruity
is perceived between the fumction of "protection of trzde and
tools", andaggressive =sction,

Indeéd, this interesting Society seemed to regard itzelf
a8 underthe special protection of the Court, and one of its rules
was that "if any member of the Society loses his tools by fire,
accident or theft, upon making affidavit of the fact before a
magistrate, the Society will provde him with another set of tools."
In '42, a magistrate to whom a member of the Society had, during
the week, applied, refused to take the man's affidavit, and Duncan
declaes that it had always been a "complete nullity'.73'

In May, '43, the Journeymen Plasterers likewise presented
their rules for the approval of the Bench, "but the chalirman in-
formed them that he did not think such approval would be given -
the population of Sydney not being sufficiently large to eﬁconrago
the establishmentof Benefit Societies for the particular tradga.'7"
The employment benefit must have been on the rules of these

Societies/
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Societies, and pust have been passed in '42 by the Court of

\
Quarter Sessions, omitting the rules of the Carpenters and Joinse

xgi
4
Society. But these incidents had brought the working of the \

1

|
English Act into such doubt that, in November, '43, Wentworth i

brought in a "Priendly Societies Bill", "in strict accordance
with those of a similar nature in force in England, which had for
its object the regulation of those Societies already in existence
in the colony, and of others which might hereafter be rormed."?s'
In the enunciation of the benefits recognised, unemployment might
come under the clause stating that a Society could be formed

"for any other purpose which is not 1illegal," But this chance
for the unions was swept away by the declaration "that no seecret
society having sigﬁa, counteregigns, passwords or numbers nor any
trade society shall be entitled to the benefit,"

This clause was not removed until = new Friendly
Societies' Act in October, 1853, repealed the old Act. Went-
worth's motives in bringing in the Act are doubtful, There is
nothing in his reported statement to indicate that he was acting
against the interests of the Trade Societies, and we know that
he wae alwayes interested in the progress of the A.U.B.S.,76' but
it is surprising that he declares, merely "the two principal
societies of the kind already fomed were the Sydney Total Abstin-
ence Society and the A,U.B.S., both of which were in a prosperous
condition.” He must have been aware of the existence and claims
of the trade societies, not only because of their applications to
the Quarter Sessions, but because of the antagonism which the

societies had fomented with regard to Wentworth himself,

Whatever-his motives, the Bill was passed, and trades

i
.
A L8
!
N

unions denied the right of developing along Friendly Society Iines.'

But in a period when so conservative a Society as the
Carpenters and Joiners would strike, there were other Societles
which avowed their intentione more Oponlki The Compositore are =a
special example of ;ha aggressive union, A more intelligent
class of men than in any other trade, their insubordination was

notorious, and it ie possible that action,which other trades were
eareful/ .
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careful to hide, they took pride in bringing before the public
notice.

The presmble to their rules declared "that the
present and prospective interests of the Trade require union:
nay, inequality of prices, wilful misinterpretations of the
scale, or the chicaneries of unjust employers can be apnlied.
The chief aim of this union is the protection of the wages of
labour,"

An elaborate constitution with at least 23 rules was
drawn up, and for any member "who, though adhering to the customs
of the trade, be tyrannically discharged", a scale of unem-
ployment benefits was declared,

The Society's ruling was absolute,

Rule XXIII., "Whatever the grievance complained of
may be, no member shall of his own account leave'hia employ
without first bringing his case before the Committee, by
delivering the facts in writing to the President, who is empowered
to summon a committee forthwith to investigate the complaint
who shz2l]l lay their opinions before the next monthly meeting for
a final decision." " °

It will be observed that this strong authoritative
union insi sts upon trade ragglation, not only with referance to
a price schedule, but 2lso in any grievance between an employer,
and a union member,

_ The strength of the Compositors was,in great part,
due to mhgcforce of the Secretary, one Peter Ty;gf, a "red-hot
radical™, reputed to be a Chartist, and & "mop", with an unusual
bitterneés against the employing class. He wrote long letters
to the papers, and involved the Society in, at least, two strikes.
The first, probably in '37, or '38, was a successful attempt to
ralse the compositors' wages from £2/-/- to 82/5/-.79' An@@her
strike was contemplated some time later, but the Society found
itself without sufficient runda.ao' It was seriously hampered
-by the continual arrival of immigrants, and a long standing annoy-

ance was turned to exasperation when,in May, '38, the "Australian"
' adverti sed/
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advertised that, from 31-40, compositors might find employment
in Sydney, Letters were immediately written to the Journeymen
Compositors of Great Britain and Ireland, contradicting the
atayemant, and giving copious detalls concerning the actual
position.ei' Again, in March, '39, letters were written which
were said to have checked the emigraticn of a number of com-

positors.az'

But, in the meantime, the employers at the "Herald"
offi e, fearing an increase in wages, began to engage extra
apprentices whereon the Compositors held a general meeting in
January, 1840, and passed and forwarded to the "Herald" a
resolution det=iling the proportion between apprentices and
journeymen printers, and "respectfully soliciting" an answer before

a fixed date.e No answer having been received, the "Herald's"
compositors struck work. Two "@azette" compositors who had
joined the fray were sentenced to two months' hard labour for
absenting themselves from work without leave, and another com-
positor who pleaded sore eyes as an excuse for absence from work,
was sentenced to 14 days' hard labour in the house of correction.B |
The "Herald" appealed to the Government and was |
supplised with convict compositors to tske the place of the strik-
ers.es' The aggrieved society sent deputations with two succdss-
ive memorials to Gipps, but on the second occasion, "His Excell-
ency replied that he knew nothing sabout it", and left the room
abruptly.
Ae a last resort, a month after the strike had commenced,
10-15 journeymen dompositors advertised their willingness to
enter into engagemente with Master Printers in Port Phillip,
Laungeston, Hobart town, South Australia and New Zealand., They
expleined this advertisement was ﬁin conseguence of the refusal
of auﬁ? of the Master Printers of Sydney to come to a fair under-
standffigs . in consequence, too, of the Government assisting them
with conviot labour, and the reaumptioﬁ‘(in fact) in Sydney of
the asslignment aystem."so'

A/
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A gimilar spirit is displayed by the journeymen
bakers, who struck because of two firms, one attempted to reduce
wages, and the other to cut down the number of employees while
expecting the recuced number of men to do the same amount of
work.BT'

In the one case, the men's demands were acceded to,
but, in the other, refused, Then, declares the scribe graph-
ically, "when the men,as a matter of course, turned out", the
Government, again appealed to, agaln supplied conviets to do the
work,

A memorial was presented to the Governor, and later
His Excellency was walted upon, but without result.

A journeyman bsker writes emphatically - "We wish
His Excellency, or whoever may be concerned, to know that it is
not agreeable to the spirit of the British laws that the
privileges of tradesmen should be so encroached upon. Such
things would not be tolerated in England, and we wish most respect-
fully to submit to His Excellency the imprcpriety of ssnctioning
such proceedings here."

An interesting and probably typical union is the

Operative Boot and Shoemakera.a The union, either alone, or
in collaboration with the small masters, had drswn up a price
statement, which s few of the small masters had signed. But
Sloman, the "king of the cobblars“,eg' seems to have signed the
documentin the hope of gaining better workmen, "Having enticed",
as the union indignantly declares, "these best workmen from othar‘
shope,”" he gave them the agreed price rates, but recouped himself
by keeping the men "little more than helf employed."

"Gentlemen", appeale the Union to the small masters,
"can such inconeistent conduct be looked upon by a respectable
body of masters and men, and paseed by without notice?" And to
satisfy the awakened curiosity of the luw-abiding small masters,
the Union published a letter from Sloman wherein he unrairiy
claiﬁed-"that no otler ahbp can be ca'led a legal shop but mine,

You/
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"You all ought to be ashamed to work for Flecher or Vickery or
Wilcox or Toole or old Turley or Pritchard, Some of you work
for masters becausz they give you the 10/-, but what do they
give other men? You tba; work at that rate are the greatest
scabs."

A strong sense of the common interests of masters
and operatives is also instanced by the temporary Union of the
Cabinet-Mekers and Upholsterers with the masters to discuss the
question of protection.

In December, '42, the Masters were asked to attend a
general meeting of the Union, and di scuse the causes of the
present stagnation in trade, I t was decided that the com-
petition of American goods was unfair, as it wae suspected that
the goods were made with prison labour, The American Consul
protested =against thisinsinuation, but Gipps,who received a
deputation with a memorial, declared that he would do his best to
see that the colonial 15 per cent. ad valorem duty on imported
goods was enforced, The Americans had often escaped the duty
by packing one piece of furniture inside anothor.gl'

The other trades were struck with the wisdom of the
Cabinet-Makers'! plan, =and several private meetings of the trades
were held to consgider the wisdom of following the Cabinet-Msakers!
po11cy.92

Protection is also a plank in the platform of the
Mutual Protection Association.

Several socleties were formed, not sc much for mutual
benefit or aggressive action, as to protect themselves against the
competition of unskilled men, This waz the avowed reason for the

formation of the Slaters and Shinglers,gs' the Painters, Pihmberp

9‘_'

and Glaziers, and the Fellmongers of New South Wsles, who pro-

vided for the issue of "certificates, graced with = characteristic
engravidg and subscribed by the Chairman and Secretary of the

Sooietyi"gs'

It is fitting that this very jealous and excliusive
trade should be the first to protest in November, '49, sgainst

the/
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the employment of some 18 or 20 Chinese in the Waterloo Hills;ge'

these men who had been employed for some time washing wrool

had lately "been pleased to work along with European workmen, so-
that, by observing the manner in which the skin was fellmongered,
etc., they might be initiated into the trade.” The Fellmongers
were s0 indignant that they called a meeting of the different
trades, and a vague proposal to form a"working-msn's Association"
was discussed,

It 18 possible also that the Hand Loom Weavers united
against unskilled competition. The trade was gradually being
ousted by unskilled labour, and by the appearance at the steam-
loom weaving. The first steam mill came in i859, and, during
the forties, two of the old firms disappeared. In June, 1850,
the Hand Loom Weavers write a psthetically futile letter, arguing
that there are too many accidents in the steem mille and that,in
any case, the work is not so good as hand work.gT'

The Shipwrights, too, though formed at first mainly
ag a Benefit Bociety, becsme successful enough to grow exclusive,
In December, 1840, three shipwrights were brought before the
Court as a test case undey the newly passed Masters and Servants
Act, charged with absenting themselves from hired service, The
evidence of the Master of the ship was taken (while the servants!
evidence was excluded - this was not, however, a general custom
during the next five years), who deposed that 2 certain Pattison
had been placed over the men as foreman, but the priesoners refused
to work under him "because he was not in their club." Pattison
also deposed that "he was no! a member of the Shipwrights!' Club:
he once was, and he believed the prisoners were at the time."

The prisoners were fined £5/12/- each, being the damage
sustained by the plaintiff, together with costs (geol in derault).gi

This very interesting incident is the only case I
have met of Union v. Non-Union lesbour. I do not think it can
have been general among the trades. It wss the Shipwrights!
unusual position in having ss members "slmost the whole of the
trade", that gave them powsr to dictate.

Moreover, the f ight during these years was against
g = s : gconviot./
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conviet and coolie labour, and had not yet narrowed down to 2
Union v. Non-Union basis.

The Aésistant Drapers are the only Association to
fight for shorter hours during the period under survey. Their
object was to reduce hours from 14 to 12, but a petition to the
masters in '40,99' was defeated, and the subject lapsed until
'44, when 87 Assistant Drapers combined, roused the town to
indignation and held public meetings, at one of which Bland, Lang
end Lowe all espoke. A petition was presented to the Master
Drapers, signed by 1,729 people, and eventually all the masters
agreed to the temms. But in January, '45, one of the Drapers
broke the agreement, and 12 Agsistants struck. The Master told
them they need not come baok.ioo‘ After this, the Association
disappeared,and a successzor in later years has no industrial
functions whatsoever,

One extremely important, but difficult, question re-
maine for our consideration - the use of the House of Call, The
Carpenters and Joiners gave notice of a House of Call at the Crown
and Anchor in February, '41,101' nesrly a year after the Soclety
had been established. Newly formed in '45, again the House of
Call was fixed, =t the White Horse Inn.loz' In a few scattersd
minutes of '46, a motion is carried th«t Mr, Hollman, the inn-
keeper, be paid an instalment of £3/-/-,- though whether this
includes the House of Call expenses, and the rent is not clear.los'

At all events, it is certain that the inn-keeper is
pald for his services, and that one of his services is to conduct
the House of Call. ‘

In-April, '40, the Operstive Painters established a
House of Call at Rob Roy Hotel, "where workmen could be had by con-

10 -
tract, or for 8/- per day." In December, they change to

Mr. Vercoe's Tempersnce Rooms, where also the monthly meetings

begin to be held.los'

In December, '43, the Slaters and Shinglers also
established their House of Call at Mr. VGrcoe's.los'

The/l



-43-

The Plasterers'House of Call is established in June,
'42, at the Rose and Thistle O " - for no obvious reason when
other sober societies are meesting in Temperance Rooms.

The Engineers, Millwrights, Tenders and Smiths
established their House of Call in May, 1840,108' at Mr. Edwards,
King Geo., ITI. This was a tribute to Mr. Edwards, a prominent
member of the Soclety, once the Secretz=ry of the A.U.B.S8., The
Society explained that "it was established to maintain a House
of Call such as those at home, which have proved so useful to
working classes in the Mother Country."

But the members announced that the employer was to pay
1/- for each application and the workman 6d. - sume which were too
high for the ordinary tradesman,

These scraps of information do not help us greatly in
attempting to estimate how far the House of Call filled the place
of a modern Labour Exchange. One fears, judging by the constant
change from one set of rooms to msnother, that they were not very
successful in attaining their object. There is but one example
of an advertisement to the Trades' Union of Weavers, Spinners and
Warpers, applying for workers in a Botany Hill.iog'

It was not as industrial bodies purely, that these
Unions were to affect Australian history. Thei r mission lay in
the wider field of polities, to which we now turn. Let us first
consider the regulhtions under the dubious influence of which
the members of trade societies were lisble to punishment (Chap. V).

Then will our path be clear for a free discussion of the centre

of the movement (Chap. VI).
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CHAPTER V.

MASTER AND SERVANT,

In Hunfer's Government and General Order of 10th
March, 1797, occurs the following reminder:

"It may not be improper to remind the settlers that,
in order to prevent any kind of dispute between the master
and servant, when they have occasion to hire a man for any
length of time, that they will find it proper and conve-
nient to hire for a quarter, & half-year, or a year and to
make their agreement in writing, rfom which, should any
dispute arise, a Bench of Magistrates will, at all times,
be able to settle it, the English law being very full and
clear on the subject,"

Macquarie further issued an order on July 24th, 18183,
which, in four drastic sentences, defined the power of the
master, and the penalties against a servant,

(1) Any person harbouring a convict to be fined £10,

(2) No peréon to employ servants without previously seeing
and examining the certificsate of pardom, freedom,
or ticket-of-leave: or,within 48 hours after hiring,
to take them to the Magistrates of the District to
have their names registered.

(3) No free person or prisoner to remove from his place
of residence or employment, without giving private
notice to, or obtaining the consent of, the Magistrate
of the Distriet through which they intend to travel,

(4) Any suspicious persons offering themselves as servants
or strolling idly about the country, can be appre-
hended by the settlers and tsken before the District
Magistrates: or, if they cannot be taken, infor-
mation must be Jlodged.

Macquarie's regulations were not new. Lawe against
harbouring runaway convicts had been passed since the foundation

of/
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of the settlement it h=zd been found imperative:that all persons
should be able to give an sccount of themselves; and vagrancy
laws, corresponding strangely to the English lawe of Settlement,
had been passed by Hunter,

The two regulations illustrate our attitude which may
not unfairly be defined as approval of the settler, and dis-
approval of the conviet; or, in other words, the recognition
of the settler's powers, granted by virtue of the conviet status,
Definitely, the orders give any settler the power of a justice
issuing a warrant,

By a very simple extension, the terms "settler" and
"gonvict"” had become,even in Hunter's order, practically identiecal
with the terms "master" and "servant". Analyse Hunter's order,
and observe that he uses the term "master" as a mere variant for
the temm "settler", and that he does not use the word "convict"
at all, although the "servant" of whom he spesks is more snrely
the wage-paid convict. And Mscqusrie's order, although recog-
nising the distinction between freeman and convict, includes both
under the temm "servant", It i;?not wonderful thaﬁ, with legle-
lation so vague, Hannibal ﬁaearthur wag forced to spend so much
of his time in settling disputes between masters and servants.
After 1814 indeed, Macquarie's order was not included in the
Almanac, a2s though the growth of various classee had rendered it
inoperative. The laws were harsh enough as they stood, but if
the argument in our first chapter is correct, the servant's powers
were far beyond his recognised limitations. The evil of the
system bore most heavily upon the mastere who had grown to conceive
their legal powers as natural rights, and who, consequently, were
deeply affronted by the servants! failure to confomm,

The change beti;!nthase orders, and the first Masters
and Servants' Act, passed in 1828}-15 very marked, In thé interim,
apparently, English Acts had been resorted to, and confusion had

arisen between them =nd the colonial orders. Moreover, in 1824,
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a new Masters and Servants' Act had come into force in England,
which made it binding on the Magistrate to issue a warrant upon
complaint by oath of the Master. The doubts created, added
possibly to the influence of the immigrante from 1822 onwards,
made it necessary to pass some definite regulations, for the
guidance of colonial magistrates.

It is remarkable that, at one bound, colonial legis-
lation passes from the one extreme to an attitude far more
literal than was evidenced by the terms of the newly passed English
Act, There is no provision for issuing a warrant, only "after
conviction shall he be committed to the house of correction, or
common gaol," While the conviction may be before one magistrate
only, as in England, unlike the English law there is appeal to the
next Court of Quarter Sessions, and,upon proof of ill usage by the
master, the agreement may be cancelled, and six months' wages paid
as damages, It is true that the penalties imposed for neglecting
or refusing to work, or for spoliling and destroying property, are
more serious than in England - but this colony was used to serious
punishments. The importance of the Act, is that, for the first
time in our legislation, the rights of the servant are seriously
reco~nised, The servant may be sentenced to s=ix months in the
common gaol, or three months in thehouse of correction, and teo
forfeit all his wages and pay, but the master who offends must also
pay six months! wages.

This Act was reputed to work ill, and for some time
before 1840, was sald to be inoperative, through doubts regarding
the magistrate's summary jurisdiction. But, for several years
after its approval it was certainly operative, and often (one
jﬁdges.from stray referenceé) to the detriment‘of the servgnt.

But the mechanie's independence seems to have been his protection,
and towards the latter thirties, he was actually unaware of ite
existence, even though,‘&ggei it, punishment had been insigtad upon
the members of the Typograﬁhers' Union, The jurisdiction éc.tho
Conrt';ﬁa aocepted.without any general conception of the nature

of its suthority. i3
Mechanics/
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Mechanics were surprised when, in 1840, the
passage through the House of a New Msasters and Servants' Bill
was brought under their notice, From the Government point of
view, 1t was time to sact, Strikes had become common, servants
were insubordinate, the lower classes disrespectful. Socialism
had reared its ugly head in the public law-courts, and al ready
meetings of the labouring classes had been held, where the con-
sciousness "of the present misgovernment of the colony" was
expresaed.z'

The Bill was drafted in accordance with the recommenda-
tions of a policy committee of the previous year, It provided
"that a hired servant who should absent himself from his service,
or refuse, or neglect to work in a diligent manner, or should
return his work, or quit the same, before it was finished, or be
guilty of any misdemeanour, ill-behaviour, or miscarriage in his
service, might on the oath of one witness before one or more
justices of the pesce, be committed to the common gaol, mulet
of his wages, and kept to hard lasbour for three calendar months."

(1) One justice of the peace was empowered to issue =
warrant for the arrest of a man, as yet not proved
guilty.

(2) The interpretation of the words "misdemeanour", M 11-
behavioﬁr,"andﬂniscarriage" was wholly at the
discretion of this justice, so that, as it was
pointed out, a man might be put in gaol for refusing
to touch his hat to his master.

(3) Lastly, the combination of the three punishments of
gabl, hard labour and loss of wages was extremely
severe, at this stage, in the colony's history.

ind actuslly, where the firét two points were concerned,
the Act was harsher than the 28-9 Act., Yet, it is likely that
this Aot would have become law had it not been for the exertions
of & man, than whom Australi= has possessed no son more honoursble,

We deliberately turn aside to sketch the careerlof'this

man/
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man, whose history is of such importance to the Australian Labour
Movement. William Augustine Duncan was born at Bluefield in

the parish of Towie, Aberdeenshire, in 1811, being descended on
the maternal side from "a family which once boasted the possession
of regal honours in the west of Scotland",s' while, during =a

long residence in that part of the country his father's family
"had,.by their sterling integrity of cohduct, commanded to an
unusual degree the esteem and respect of their neighbours of =sll
rank,"

William, the fourth of six children, inherited the pride
of the one, and the integrity of the other side of the housze.
Having exhibited abllity at a very early age, William was intended
for the Scotch Kirk, but, at his father's death, the ten years!
old boy was forced to engage in famm work, to act as overseer to &
body of planters, and to teach. Being, at 15, afflicted with
"an oppressive lowness of spirits™, he "engaged in the study of
religious controversy," and was led, "my mind being of a logiecal
cast", to pronounce himself a Roman Catholie.

He was reﬁeived into the Church in 1828, but, finding
it impossible "to live quietly with my family, which was now full
of the rancour of religious hate", he left it.

On his journey to Aberdeen, the 16 years' old lad
lived for several days withﬁut food, =nd slept in the open fields
rather than acknowledge his destitute condition. It was his plan
to enter the priest-hood, but numerous obstacles were placed in
his way by priests who aﬁpear to have been jealous of the boy's
- extraordinary ability, and annoyed by his independence. After
walting for some years, Duncan gave up all thoughts of his "vocation
and married, He was for five years a book-seller, but, by engaging
in vigorous pamphleteering for the Church, his business was ruined,

and he turned again to teaching and to journalism. Always
liberally-minded, he took an active part in advocating the ﬁpfo!m
Bill, securing the election to the Reform Parlisment of = noble

aristoerat who afterwards cut him in the lobbies of the House. Ther

wag possibly some connection between this member of the Reform

Parliament/
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Parliament =and Lady Lovat who gave Duncan an introcduction to a
certain Mr. Jermingham in London. This gentleman was either
himself a ship's surgeon, or was related to a Mr., Jermingham

of that profession. By this means, Duncan wag introduced to the
missionary-priest, Dr. Ullathorne, tut lately back from the wilds
of Australia, proclaiming to = shame-stricken England the call

to a Catholic mission in a land where England's national sin had
grown to full harvest. Ullathorne spoke of what he had seen out
back on lonely etatiﬁns where the servant was wholly =t his
master's mercy: he- spoke of desperate deeds and of malignant
punishments where master and servant were equally godlesa: he
pointed to the shameful herding together in ships and compounde
and to the evil that ran unchecked through the Sydney streets.

It was with knowledge that he spoke - knowledge that went only

@8 far as the things that he had seen, With our sober mechanies
the heat of his great passion was not concerned: he preached

a crusade - yet, had he but known it, the land was working out its
own salvation,

Duncan must have caught fire like dry tinder, although
Ullathorne seems to have been little enough concernad about his
recruit: He merely states, "Having already sent two companies
of priests to Sydney, as well as several school teachers, we ceme
on latar."s' And,to Duncan's indignation, he was sent to a small
Catholic School at Maitland,

He quickly returned to 8ydney, and evidently impfessed
both Polding and Ullathorne with his ability, becoming, in August,
'39, editor of the first Catholic newspaper, "The Australasian
Chrdnicle.' But never was religious paper conducted on such
radicel lines., The force of the Reform Agitation was not to be
stemmed in the narrow channels of religious controversy, and,
almost at a bound, Duncan becsme the exponent of the operative
classes.

Of =211 his triumphs, the resistance to the Masters and

Servants Bill will perhaps become the most famous. He opened the

campaignf
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campaign on September 24th, 1840, by a leader,declaring:

"We have just perused one of the most extraordinary
documents that was ever penmned in a civilised country", and in
terse and emphatic lasngusgeé proceeded to point out its 1njust1bo
and the manifest need there was for the operatives to bestir
themselves, and protest against the passing of the Bill. In a

"geries of strong articles", he analysed and re-analysed the
Bill eo clearly that the most illiterate working man could under-
stand how grestly his interests were threatened. On September
29th, the last article was written, and on September 350th, was
called a public meeting of the Operatives, "one of the most
numerously attended meetings which has ever taken place since the
foundation of the colony.“7. The proceedings opened at 7 p.m.,
and five resolutions were proposed, seconded, and carried, A
petition,which had previously been drawn up, was read to the
meeting, and it was carried that His Honour, the Chief Justice
(Sir Jas. Dowling) be respectfully requested to present the petitior
to the Counecil, A resoclution was passed, voting the thanks of
the meeting to the Editor of the Australasian Chronicle, for
bringing the provisions of the Bill under the notice of the publie,
and with "three tremendous groans for Hannibal Macarthur, the
avowed enemy of the working classes, the meeting dissolvad."e'

However troubled their dreams, the valient Sydney
mechanics did not sleep late next morning, and before 11 o'clock,
no less than 5,000 persons had signed the petition sheets. On
the ssme day, the petition was presented to a humbled Council,
Gipps wvowed, =as usual, that "he had had nothing to do with the
Billi, the Colonial Secretary spoke eloquently to the effect that
the purposes of the Bill had been misunderstood, bﬁt remarked
suavely "that perhaps it would be better to take some time to con-
sider the petition." The Attorney-General pointed out the general
difficulties of legislation on this subject and the petition was
received and read,

The Act, which finally received assent on the 20th

Ootobar,g' was so hesltant in tone that, for the next five years
its/
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its actual provisions were very doubtful,

It provided that, if any male servant shall, without
reasonable or sufficient excuse during any part of the time
for which he is hired or engaged, absent himself from work, or
refuse or neglect to work in a diligent manner at his trade or
calling, or shall return his work or desist before it i1s finished,
any Jjustice of the peace, upon complaint by oath of one or more
credible person or persons shall csuse the offender to be brought
before any two or more justices of the peéce (one of whom may be
the said justice of the pesce), and (1) forfeiture may be exacted
of all or part of his wages, (2) a sum may be paid not exceeding
twice the amount of the damage.

On failure to pay, such a2 person may be committed to‘
common gaol for thrse months,

The Council's mind has been greatly altered, A magis-
trate has no power to commit an untried servant to gaol: & single
magistrate has no summary powers under the Act: one justice of
the peace may issue = summons, on oath, not from the "Master",but
from "credible person or persona", and the offender must be
brought before two justices of the peace for judgment.

Puni shment by imprisonment is no longer enforceable
and can only take place when the servant is unable to pay the fine
or dsmages. Women servants are not to pbe committed to gaol.

Unfortumtely, the wording of this liberal act created
so much perplexity that, in 1845, by the advice of a Sel ect Com-
miesion on the Masters aﬁd Servants Act, it was repealed, and more
stringent penalties introduced. There 18 no reason to suspect
the '45 Act of an illiberal tendency, but, as the result of a
great deal of honest perpiexity on the nature of the relations
between master and servant, and the extent of the magistrate's
powers with reference tc both, Before the Commission were called,
among others, both Duncan and Macdermmott and neither "found much
wrong with the principle of the Act,ni0: Both, however, favoured
the establishment of a court, consisting of magistrates and
assessors, the latter chosen like jurymen. Macdermott, whose

testimony/
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testimony is radical in the extreme, declares, "I would rather
not give the magistrates the power of summary jurisdiction, es-
pecially in the country places", and Duncan has "no doubt that
anything under the name of a jury would increase their (the
working classes) confidence very much. "

The Bill finally drawn up, was much more conservative
in its provisions.  Xlthough the form of summons and judgment
remained unaltered, the servant could be (1) either imprisoned
in the house of correction for three months, (2) or be fined and
discharged from the contract if that were the employer's wish,

The old vague terms were re-introduced, "If a servant
shall be gullty of neglect, misconduct, miedemeanour, a justice
of the peace,upon complalnt made by the person or persons with whom
the servant shall have so contracted, shall have power to bring him
before two other justices of the peace."

A doubt which had existed concerning the justlce's
power to examine both complalnant and defendant was set at reet
by the statement that justices of the peace had such power. 1In
April, '47, an Aot to amend and consolidate the '45 Act (which
had repealed all previous Acts) again defined the extent of the
justice's summary jurisdiction, and it vas declared lawful for the
magistrate to exercise discretion as to the examination of any
complainant or defendant under the Act.

Otherwise, the '45 Act remalned in foroé, gradually
falling into disuse, until it waaz brought to 1ife to trouble the
Australian Shearers' Union in the eighties, It is strange that,
in this liberal country, imprisonment for the "misdemeancur of a

servant" should have continued so long.
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CHAPTER VI.

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT.

We have, in our previous chapters, described the
influence of the convict snd the immigrant upon Australiean
socia’ development, showing how the union of both forces pro-
duced a labour framework of co-operation and made unioniam,
Ageinst this, we have placed, for comparative value, the doubtful
supersfructure of State regul=ation, summed up, so far as our
purpose is concerned, in the Masters and Servants! Acts. But
the reader will have been conscious, throughout our discussion,
of a centre other than we have hitherto deseribed, We are not
gketching an industrial, but a2 political movement, and all our
previous generaligations are to be viewed as paths of sapproach
to one central point.

It is not our businesg however, to recount the polit-
ical story of the twenties, thirties and forties, but to show
the relation of the Labour Movement to a social nucleus,

Let us, then, retrace our sters and consider general-
isations which were 1sid down in earlier chapters.,

It will be remembered that, in our treatment of the
conviet system, we studied the influence of opposing monopolies,
and pointed out that the trade monopoly of the New South Wales
Corpes was met and steadied by the labour monopoly of the convict,
the power of which had_ba@n_g;eatly increased by a position
created by the original mondpoly. On the one hand, the original
trade monopoly gave force snd power to 2 land slienstion uh;;-
paralleled in the hiatorj of any continent° while on the othor,.
the actual freedom under nominal authority filled the conviet
with 2 spirit of insubozdiuation none the less ramarkable.;,ﬂigge'g‘
investigations were not the result of an 1ndetarminab1e cutiﬁéity
on tha part of the Engliah Government: what appeals the A

Kacarthur faction made to the Engligh chernment were direetaﬁ by
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result of Bigge's investigations was to bring this self-evident
fact into focus. What now was to be done to set the colony
working?

Obviously, one thing only - to 1imit the powers of
both parties. Pass a new constitution for the Colnny,-an Act
for the better administration of justice, inquire into and
condemn past summary punishments, snd, if possible, watch more
closely the ill-regulated alienation of land. Though, unfortunate-
ly, Bigge, as a representative of a mercantile nation emcouraged
large estates, so that England might be supplied with raw material,
we may, on the whole, sum up his conclusions as a fair attempt to
curt ail the landlord's power, especlally in its efforts to subdue
labour,

On the other hand, to limit the power of labour, all
that 18 necessary is to import free labourers, who will naturally
fi11 the labour market, deprive the convict of his economic weapon,
and take the place which for so long the latter has usurped,

The solution was profound and just to all parties, but
the felon, whom the tides of free immigration washed from his
privileged seat into slavery. But it implied a strong central
authority to balance labour on the one hand, and land on the other,
Had such authority been forthcoming, the catastrophe of the forties
might have been averted and the surplus labourer turned into a
eteady yeoman, instead of a union delegate., (@onsider, in relation
to Australia's 3,000,000 square miles, the absurdity of a Labour
Movement in a country which has been occupied for only fifty years!
Yet 80 long as the landlord needed labour, so long would he en-
deavour to prevent the labou;er'from becoming a ansll land-oiner
and founding the-yeomanry'éf Augtralia, ° And, unfortunately, the
gschemes of Wakefield's foliowera corbined with the petty differ-
ences of the Emancipists and Tories to divert the attentionwéf the
central government from the sl} important question and to giVe-to
the land-omer s more than slight advantage. It was through f.‘ho
influence of this constant and sometimes almost imperceptible

pressure/
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pressure that the lsabourer,long conscious of power, was forced
into working-class associations. Wﬁ?b'a generalisation that
association resulted"from tnedgﬁﬂfﬁi of the manual worker from
the ownership of the means of production", stands in a positively
atﬁrtling relation to Australian history when we recollect that,
in Australia, the means of production is 1sand. Trade Societies
owe their origin to the divorceof the worker from this natural
instrument. What had been conceived at the birth of the colony,i’
pointed by the knowledge and direction of the free immigrant,
hastened by a frantic immigration poliey, and intensified by the
evil of the "grey aoourge',z‘ in these all important years attain-
ed the dignity of a conscious function. In the year, 1840, we
touch not a spirit merely, but an organisam. It was'lacqnarie'a
poliecy, which had first indicated the division between the Eman-
cipists and the Tories, The struggle, even with him, was never
so much sentiment, as an attempt to coerce the monopolists to
share their ill-pgotten gains of social prestige =nd influence, with
the new settlers. It was in the attempt to break the early
monopoly that the terms arose, like sparks from fire, remaining
as convenient expressions for the hatred of the old against the.
new, It is curious that Wentworth should have allied himself
with the new. D'Arcy Wentworth had left him a substantial share
of monéy, goods and land (in '48 he was the third land-owner
in the State), and Wentworth might conceivably have led the Tory
party slong the samé lines of moderate refomm which his soul
loved, If he had touqﬁed the stir of thoughtin England, 20 al80
had James and Hannibal Macarthur,who had come back sfter an
enforced sojoﬁrn in Europe, eight years before Wentworth,

But these men knew, and were probably willing to exploit
the secret of Wentworth's birth, an open secret indeed, which
must have galled to the quick the haughty spirit of Auatraliafs
lion, It is possible that a secret humilia&ion; 1ntensifi§d by
a sojourn in patrician England was so deep that it vented itself
in sn extreme defiance of Tory Opinion,lléading him to bocoﬁéla
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Liberal in opposition. This hypothesis is strengthened when we
call to remembrance his well known carelessness and irregularity -
"Instead of being a man of diligence, he ies wayward and unequal,
and, sccording to his own admission, indolent."s. Such a wayward
spirited nature would unhesitatingly follow the obvious and easy
path of Liberalism, teaching what suited the moment, careless of
future developments. The way had been opmened by S8ir John Jamison
in his advocacy of the 1819 petition for a more liberal fomm of
government, and by the Emancipists! petition in January, 1821.4'
In 1824,5' Wentworth carried on the movement, and led it brillient-
ly, but the movement had been waiting ready to his hand, bearing
within iteself, had he but known it, the seeds of a full democracy.
He organised Petition Committees, entertained the "Canaille",6°
talked of the liberties of the press, of the British Constitution
and trial by jury, helped to form the Patriotic Association,
patronised the A,U.B.S., and turned Colonial thought from its
petty shallows into a broad current, But too late he knew its
strengh, too late he realised the truth of Duncan's words: "Who-
ever would now lead,the people of New South Wales must follow,n *
Tt is in the Patriotic Association (established, 1835)
that we first see the outlines of a popular political party -
consisting of the men'who!QHOIyears before , had been dignified
as "the Society of Emigrant Mechanice", and. who, in '34, had taken
so large a share in the formation of the 4.U.B.8. Richard Hipkiss,
the leader of thies sectiﬁn, was "2 gentlemen of intelligence and
ability", who emigrated in '31, although he disclaimed ever having
been an operative, An old resident of Birmingham, he had witnessed
the Biémingham Riots of 1791, and speaka ag though he or his
familg-haq been concerned in the Riots:a‘, He was an acti;e-member
of the Birmingham Political Union, and a member of the Council
at the time the Reform Bill was rejected.g‘ In the disappointment
which Qnauad, the leading spirits of the.coﬁnoil thought of  E" e
immediate revolutionary action, which "my feeble efforts," said

Hipkiss, could only postpone until the next meeting. At the next
meeting/



meeting the efforts of Hipkiss, and "Mr. Boscoe Attwood",
were supplemented by a special delegate,"Joe Parkes," and the
meeting was persuaded to adopt more constitutional methods.
It was shortly after this that Hipkiss emigrated, although
he was to remain connected with the B.P.U. as a corresponding
member,

In New South Wales, he was engaged in journalism
in the early thirties, later becoming an auctioneer. A
prominent citizen, he took a large part in the foundation and
support of the Mechanics' Institute (established, 1833), bear-
ing it in the forties into the safe harbours ofconservatism,

Under the steady leadership of this notable radical
of the old Whig School, the operative movement was enabled to
grow along the sure lines of democratic progress. The oper-
atives appear to have gladly welcomed him, and, although
professionally Hipkise regsrded himself as a gentleman farmer,
he did not disclaim in '35 the title of "Queen Bee of the
Hive"}laiadainfully flung by the impertinent and ignorant editor
of the "Gazette".

A strikingly forceful and honourable gentleman, with

lofty ideals and generqua-impulsaa,iz'

we cannot but render
him tribute for his active participation in all the duties,
many of them onerous, which he conceived to be included in the
terms "gentleman" and "citizen."

Led by Hipkiss, the "Trades Union Party" (a dis-
tinetion flung in scorn by a public who rightly connected the
movement with the members of the A.B.B.S.)15° brought pressure
.to bear upon the Patriotic Association in two ways:

.(1) Naturally dissatisfied over the land question, the

-. body of the party fought strenuocusly for 3 con-
gideration of the immigration queszstion. But.the»
Patriotic Association, having invariably refused
to discuss the matter, a speclal meeting of the

"rrades Union section™, the hoax by which many
epigrants/
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emigrants who wished to become landed proprietors
had been seduced to the country, was discussed,

and it was planned that a petition, expressing
their sentiments and demanding compenzation, should
be sent to the Home Government.

Accordingly, in the early part of '56, the Emigrant

Mechanies sent a petition to Glenelg, requesting
that lana should be given in compensation to the
emigrants who had arrived since 1830. There i8 no
evidence that Glenelg ever answered the petition.

(2) In the meantime, although the more conservative members
of the Association were annoyed th=t it should be-
used to further purposes of which they vholly dis-
approved, the guestion of representation and the
amount of the franchise could not be avoided. After
protracted and heated discussions between the two
gections, the freehold franchise of £10 in the town
and £5 in the country, was agreed upon, though
suggestions regarding universsl suffrage and vote by
ballot were sternly quashed, These proceedings
extended over two years, two petitions and two
bills being sent home to Buliver, the English
Parliamentary AdvoCate. After its exertions for
a year, the Patriotic Association slept.

But, while attempting to curb democratic spirits with-
in itz boundaries, the Association had been more deeply engaged
in opposing the Tories without. The first petition of 1835
had ostensibly met the wishes of this latter party, but, fearing
more sweeping demands, the Tories drew apart from the Asséciation
and outlined several petiti_ons, the chief of which has been
stigmatised as the "Rowell'g Club Petition", advocating a £50
franchise for a proportion of the members of the Council, the rest
to be nominee: maglistrates and jurors only to be eligibles
morsover, it was attempted to prove that the jury system had

failed, and that henceforth emancipists should be excluded from

juries./
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juries, In guarded language was the question of transporation,
which the Patriots had short-sightedly refused to discuss,
alluded to, "May your Majesty consider the efficiency of trans-
portation to New South Wales as a secondary punishment, whether
it shall be continued and under what alterations 6f the present
ayhtem, or if discontinued, in what manner it may be made grad-
ually to cease, s0 as to produce the greatest degree of good

to the parent colony, with the least det;iment te this colony,
the interests ofwhieh might sustain mucﬁiinjury from too sudden
a ohange."m'

Her Majesty was also asked to consider "the capabilities
of the colony as a free aettlement.“14' With this, and other
petitione, inoluded in the 55 appendices of a book written to
support the clsims of the Tory party, James Macarthur landed in
London, just at the time,to quote his own words, "the abolition
of transportation was on the‘. . o Yhately and Molesworth had
dons their work well, and in full tide, English opinion rolled
against transportation. Macarthur saw, understood and compromis-
ed on the lines which alresdy had been laid down in the Rgpell'a
Club Petition. ; |

"The first person he saw was 8Sir R. H. Inglis, whose
| advice was to try and stem the torrent of public opinion whiech
was ageinst the continuance of transportation: the best course
was to converse with the Government and endeavour to avert a too
sudden cessation of evils threatened. Being introduced to Sir
George Grey, his advice wae adopted. He recommended that the
continuance of convictism in Australia should be confined to
puhlic vorks and that assignment should cease, but not at once.

He advised five years should elapse, and that the new system

should render the convicts still available for colonists by per-
mitting them to be employsé in ﬁrivate éervice on obtaining tickets
of leave and other 1ndulgenoes.“15' B;iefly, Macarthur tried

to make the best of the situation by declaring himself in agreement
with the English Governmént, and then attempting to take back

nearly all he had glven away. These were the nsture of the

eircumstances/
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circumstances which made Macarthur no less than Ullathorne
a supporter of the findings of the '32 transport Committee,
and a Valuable Government witness. Moreover, the abolition
of transportation was a hard blow to the Patriots. Duncan
suggests that the Tories,"having amived at the hsight of.wealth
and prosperity by gifts of land and convict labour, wished to
kick away the laddar-by which they hadlgained their elevati;n,
80 that théy might look down majestically on others who affer
them were fain to olimb, yet feared to fall;}a' and one is
inelined to think the accuéatian not an unfair statement. En-
mity between the two sections had been nurtured so tenderly,
and over 80 long a period,that, by now, it had grown to an almost
inconceivable strength, The Squatters'! Union of later years
was formed only under the severest pressure, and its members were
ag bitter enemies of each other as was the Union to its opponents.
Alaé, thai Labour coulc¢ not use this internal disunion to strat-
egic purposes, instead of shattering on a hidden rock - But we
anticipate. Lastly, the interests of the Tories were boﬁn& up
with the approval, not of the Colonial, but the English authorit-
ies. Prom the days when King had sent home John Macarthur ]
under arrest, to have him return with the approval of the English
Government, a right té 500 acres (and there was no spot more
choice than the CoMpastures), and to convict servants innumerable,
the Tories had carefully watched,often directed, and sometimes
gimplified English Colonial Policy.iT' Not for one instant
did they think of breaking this fifty years' connection.  Suffer
they might by the loss of assigned servants, but it was hoped
thai.ao larger a number of free labourers could be importealaa to
keep wagee within reasonable bounds. Moreover, aeaignedtéérvﬁnta
wereigcknowledged to be fﬂerficiant, and the cause of mucﬁl;f
troubls for both magistrates and settlers. it

So, from the point of view of colonial politics, came
the abolition of slavery. In January, '38, the Pat.riotio_.- :
Aaaoéigion woke with a start to realisbf;hat mischief had been
done by & league of colonial Torics and English Whigs. Naturally,

the/
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the "trades union section™ remained apsthetic, or rather
quiescent., These men who had fought assigned labour all
through the thirties, had but to remain quiet, and the work of
abolition would be done for them through the "enterprise

and initiative™ of Colonial Tories! It was indeed = curious
eitustion. The party might certsainly have signified its
approval of these strange proceedings, had not Hipkies,an

honest believer in the necessity for transportation, thereby
disqualified himself as leader of the party, and left it just at
the critieal period, leaderless. The section, however, still
remained within the Patriotic Association, being placated in

'38 .by a petition advocating so low = franchise as £5. Buliver
wrote back protesting, but Wentworth declared (in 1839) that

£5 was sufficiently high, and £10 so high as to meet the wishes
of the ultra-Tories,

But what could be done? In August, '38, Kentish had
published a long-winded requisition for a meeting, in the papers,
calling on "Whigs and Tories,Settlers and Townsmen", to avert
the threatened ruin, buﬂPa and the good-natured Richard Hipkisas
were the only people who attended,ia' |

The official Patriotic Associstion mustered up force
enough in January, '39, to hold a meeting and sign a petition,
which lay for a year in a Sydney office, and actually nothing
was done,

The BEmancipists had been thoroughly routed by a move
so clever that its breath acarceiy flﬁtters the pages of one
colonial journal., ~“Wentworth had retired to the security of
Vaucluse, even before the '39 meeting, the thoughts of the
Trades were fixed on co-operation and the present distress, and
the Tories were well content.

The calm was broken by the arrival of Macarthur in '89,
hot with his triumphs in signal favour with the English Colonial
Office, ready to lead the Tory forces to victory. Wentworth,
with his customary waywardness, content with having sustained

his/
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his position as popular leader, and kept the Patriotic Associa-
tion undivided though 'ifeleses, watched the struggle from
Vauclusp, leaving the burden of opposition to those willing to
11ft 1¢t. Two men there were - William Augustine Duncan and
Henry Macdermott.

Duncan, we have already described, and, if the story
has been rightly told, the impression remaining will be of a man,
aterling in character, uncompromisingly honest and straightforward
in action, independent and proud before all reverses, never
forgetting his right to the title of "gentleman®™, and his priv-
ilege in subscribing "Esquire™ to his name. ¥ith character eo
invaluable to this raw community, Duncan united a profundity of
learning and positive erudition,which, in any gathering, distin-

19. A very mode=t account,which he

guished him from his peers,
gives of hig own attributes in '56, includes in his reading
"nearly everything that has been written on Political Economy in
French or English: ell the great histories from Herocdotus and
Livius to Thiers or Alison: and most of the philosophers from =
Plato and Aristotle to Schlegel and 8ir W. Hamilton.'go'
Unfortunately, Duncan was, as he confoéeed, no orator,
"being possessed of a well-grounded conviction of his inability
to please or attract."zl' Dufing the next few years he xas to
supply the form and substance of many of the popular petitions,
himsell preferring not to speak, leaving others to receive the
glory. I think, too, that he preferred to inspire, rather than
direct, & movement which tended to extreme measures., Broadly
radical, he w»as always an opponent of class action, condemning
it in either landlord orlabourer.
Macdermott was a very different character, a leader and
a born fighter, A Protestant®2: Irishman, whose father had been

23

a soldier before him,“* he "bore amms in the service of sovereign

and country from boyhood',z and, at twenty-three years of =age,

attsined the rank of sergeant major in the 39th Regiment (which
came to Australia under the 11l-fated Charles Sturt in 1828), and
the distinction of wearing "the silver-laced coat and epanlettes".z‘

Arriving/
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Arriving in this colony with a contingent of the 39th, it could
not have been long before he resigned. Perhaps it was at this
period in his career that he married "a rich old quan",zs‘
being thuz enabled to buy his di scharge from the Regiment. One
of the original members of the A.U.B.S., he had been disquslified
by his viewe on transportation., On the 9th August, 1839,
Macdemott, now a "leading Sydney merchant",za' and Hipkiss stand
together at a public meeting on the guestion of help to the poor.
But Macdermott stands alone in insisting that the help should be
unconditioned with respect to convicts, emancipists or freemen.
His motion was defeated, but on 15th August, only eix days later,
the popular co-operation meeting,which we have described, "voéif-
erously called Mr. H., Macdermott to the Chair."27' Hipki as,
if present, did not take part in the proceedings. The gamment
of the operatives' approval had descended upon a new leader,

I have not been able to tracs the evolution of Macder-
mott's thought. 8o late as '42, he declares that he is not,
at present, prepared to advocate Chartiam, but that he asks merely
"such privileges as a British subject would have in my nsative
land.'za' But the qualifying phrase,at present, suggests that he
was on the line of conviction. Certainly, he was radical to
the code, but his later civic dignities prevented him from becoming
a revolutionist. Like many others of the operative and middle
clagses, he would probably have approved of the Charter, without
being oo ncerned enough to fight for the six points. Chartism
had already come to Augtralia with the immigrants of the operative
classes. But it worked so freely that the 8Six Points eouldhno
longer carry their revolﬁtionary content, and beceme a mere matter
of common discussion. And the operatives of the thirties were
the middle classes of the forties, so ﬁhat.the 148 movement, with
its inevitable Chartist implications, was led by the middlé'plaaaea
instead of the operatives, The operdfiveé followed - they were
gladly welcomed, but Parkes and Cunningham and the rest wﬁrQ 
distinctly middle olass leaders with hands outstretched in welcome

to the operatives. Indeed, the power which the Chartists tried

to/


https://ustra.11
https://appro.va

~64-

to attain, the Australian operstive had already within his
grasp in 1840. A petition 1s as good a method as a vote, if
there is union.

Macdermott was spparently a self-educated man, rich
in a natural Irish eloquence, rolling out the brogue in im-
passioned bursts that made amaller men speechless. He was afraid
of no—éne, and challenged Robert Lowe to the famous duel as
instinctively as he engaged in suit after suit in the law-courts,
He openly bearded James Macarthur (in ‘4?), and spoke contemptuous.
ly of "a franchise founded on the possession of a few acres";
and he berated Wentworth in another public meeting (in '43) with
such infinite success that the former furiously stigmatised his
conduet as "diabolieal"™, Instantiy, Macdermott demanded, and
obtained, an apology. "A flaming fellow", taunted James Macar-
thur, with such evident truth that the Atlas used the term three
years later.zo'

And perhaps he was finally endeared to the hearts of
the operativees by such Ruskinian exclamations as the following:
"The wealth of our opponents! The real wealth of the colony
congistas in the strong and healthy portion of the labouring com-
munity.'so'

The first coslition of our two heroes, thinker and
orator, was in '39, when the newly strengthened Tories influenced
Gipps to introduce a Corporation Bill, providing that no eman-
cipists should vote or be elected officers of a borough... Petit-
lons were immediately drawn up on both sides, and, aftor a4
lengthy contest, the Bill was withdrawn, The second move was
against the introduction of a census bill, foreing all inhabitants
to ﬁe;gil their circumstances, and whether they arrived frﬁe or
were émandipists. This Bill also was defeated on a tachﬁidal
point, which was happily discovered by 8ir James Dowling ngniﬁ-
can'a;inatigation.si‘ 7 . .
| "To me, and Mr. H. Macdermott", declares Duncan, "the

emancipists were wholly indebted for the triumphs of this year."
"But", /
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"But", he goes on to state, and we cannot refrain
from quoting verbatim, "these triumphs would have been impossible
for me, or for any 1nd1vi§ual to have effected, without the aid
of a third class of colonial society which had, in the meantime,

2. to which the older colonirl tssgk-masters were soon

sprung up,5
a8 obnoxious ag they were to the emancipists. These were found
by their employers to be much more independent in their habits
than their predecessors, the assigned convicts,had been., Indeed
a large portion of the servants were now found to be superior

in intelligence and in every other respect, save wealth, to the
bulk of their employers: and nothing was heard more loudly than
complaints of the insolence and insubordination of the immigrants.
It was by supporting these latter when aggrieved, that I was
enabled to bring so much power to bear upon the case of the eman-
cipists."

Thies was the reason for Duncan's opposition to the
Magtere and Servants Bill of December, 1840, His leader after
the reception of the pétition in the House truly marks a distinct
point in the history of the Labour Movement.

"Henceforth may be dated the time when public opinion
was first unequivocally expressed in this country - the time when
a People first manifested their existence among us, when the real
colonists, the real producers of wealth_first informed the drones
of the hive, the mere 'pruges consumere nati' that the latter
were but drones, and that they are the men by'whoae labour and
industry alone the colony could prosper." Sy

It 1s the sequel to this effort, however, which seems
to the modern student ev;n more interesting. _

"Phe operatives of Sydney,having determined to present
the eéiior'of theAustralasian Chronicle with some memorial of
their gratitude, for the opposition rﬁnﬂered_by him to thgilgta
Masters and Servants Bill, the delegaﬂgg from the various trades
iho coﬁduoted the publié meeting,held relative to that Bili;
invited Mr. Duncan to meet them at the Crown e&nd Anchor, Gaofga

Street." On Christmas Eve, at a meeting where Mr. M'Beath, a

: stonemason/
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stonemason, preaided, the operatives presented Duncan with an

33. 54,

address and =2 gold medal, weighing 4 ozs.,

£30,°°

and costing

Duncan describes the medal thus:

"Surrounded by a richly chased border, appesars on
one side, the Prees resting upon 2 globe and sarrounded by a
glory of light, withPur well known motto - "Be juet and fear
not", On the centre of the eircle is the presentation of a
scroll, bearing the names of the different associated trades,
ten in number, having underneath the rose, shamrock and thistle,
with the words, "Presented, 24th December, 1840". On the

reverse is the following inseripticn:

PRESENTED

TO MR. W. A. DUNCAN,
- EDITOR OF THE "AUSTRALASIAN CHRONICLE®

BY THE OPERATIVES
OF_SYDNEY,

NS, M.

AS A TESTIMONY OF THEIR GRATITUDE POR THE DIS-
INTERESTED MANNER IN WHICH HE ADVOCATED THEIR

RIGHTS IN OPPOSITION TO THE MASTERS AND SER-
| VANTS BILL. O

Thuz are the trades definitely embarked upon their self
imposed task of guiding the operatives of Sydney. It may be
that the '39 Cooperation meeting was the first called by trade
delegates, and that the loose organigation,formed in the a@taﬁpt
to carry out Qo large a'échéne, welded. together the unions which
had formed in and before '39. But we have already watched the
formation of several unlone during the year, 1840, and this
Deoemﬁgr meeting was a n&table éent;a for thelr young activities,
I do not think th=at the custom of delegating union members
appeared long before '39, " In that year, we have definite proof
of the existence of, at the most, only four unions (Cabinet-
Makers, Typographers, Coach-makora,ST' Shipwrights), whereas, in
1840, there are ten, But the '39 meeting locks like a delegate

meeting/
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meeting, and the heretofore. unknown nsames of the speakers,

which re-sappesar in later delegate meetings, are enough to show
that it ie purely "operative." The custom probably grew
during subsequent "emanciplst" meetings, so that; in December,
1840, it is mentioned quite naturally, Duncan is well aware
of the custom, for "carry back to your constituents, my thanks",
he says to the delegates at the Christmas Eve meeting. fn
April, '41, an interesting toast is glven at the Carpenters and
Joiners! Banquet, to "The United Tradesman of Sydney".sa'

Again, in October, '41, meetings of the working classes
are held at the Crown and Anchor on important business. "Dele-
gates who were absent" from meetings are particularly requested
to attend "the.final meeting."sg'

In Pebrusry, '42,'the unrest excited by di scussions
in the Patriotic Association led the energetic Sloman and a few
of his boon companions to have circulated about the city an
announcement that a meeting of the Sydney Operatives would be
held, But, as "previous to the hour appointed, delegates from

the lodges had nolhand whatever in the matter",éo'

the meeting
fell through. Probably the delegates stood on their dignity
and insi sted on their rights as sole convsnors of operative
meetings in Sydney.
By '43, the custom had become established, and, on
January, 10th, the following notice appears in the "Australasian
Chronicle":
"Coolies! Coolies!
"A preliminary meeting of the Trades' Delegates and cthers
opposed to the introduction of coolies will be held st
Mr, Vercoe's Temperance Coffee House, Pitt Street, on Tuesday
evening, at 7.30 ﬁ,m., for the purpose of tsaking into .
: congideration the adoption of a petition to the Home Govern-
ment, to withheld their sanction from introducing coolies
to thi= colony."
It is possible from this and other evidence to
speculate concerning the nature of the body called "The United

Tradesmen/
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"Tradesmen of Sydney". I do not think that, up to August, '43,
this was ever a definite organisation, but I do think that the
tendency was towards definition. It is quite clear that
speclially elected delegates from the trade unions regasrded them-
sélves as possessed of a peculiar right concerning the ezalling
of "Operative“'meeiinga, and that, though they were willing to
work for the whole body of Operatives, they clearly recognised
the distinction between their position and that of "others".
Moreover, the arrangements for meeting were often the prelude to
action, and it was sometimes necessary to hold = series of
"trade-delegate™ meetings to discuss the method of attack -
whether the petition should be to the Colonial Legislature or the
Home Government, what should be excluded and what included, who
Bhould be entrusted to draw it up, snd who should frame the
resolutions for the public meeting, =nd whether or not the general
- public should contribute, in which case house to house visits
might be necessary. |
This TLabour Council was both the legislative and the
executive body for a large class of operatives (3-5000 were con-
cerned in the meetings) by only a small proportion of whom its
members had been elected; while "others" were also admitted to
the disussions, It is remarkable that the unrepresented operat-
ives 80 consistently followed their lead, and obediently signed
the petitions which the more active spirits had drawn up.
The relation between this Labour Council and Macdermott
is again by no means stable., Macdemmott was, after all, "a
large employer or'labour;, and however radical his symp=thies,
he wag never definitely identified with the "operstives", There
are instances of meetings where Macdermott did not appear at all,
probably becesuse he was not invited. One is continuelly 906-
scious of the independence of these trade delegates, and of their
knowledge of thelr own rights and powers to give or withhold,
They had among the tradeg spesakers of no ordinary ability - in
fact, Duncan thouéht tha it was here that the best speakers in the
town/



town could be found,

What gives to this unrepresentative delegation its
extraordinary power? Surely nothing but the consciousness
of a commonjcguse, whose generation we have studied. The move-
ment is clearly Democracy v, Aristocrsey, or in older terms,
the Landlord v. the Labourer.*u' What had been evilly sown
at the birih of a new country was now bearing its bitter fruit,
What is the meaning of the monotonous insistence upon 1mmigrat1§n
on the part of the landlords? What indeed, but the cry of a
party whose acres haye no men to till them? Not so greatly are
these proprietors of tha‘fortiaa to blame, for thesin lay further
back. But it was the sons whose teeth were set on edge.

What was the meaning of the labourer's refusal to
work the land, of his constant and often ill-judged antagonism
to form after form of emigration? What indeed, but the unbrid-
led power of a democracy set loose, to wax indignant over a
dispossession not to be understood.

In two months the battle array was set. The union of
the ten tresdes in December, 1840, was met in January, 1841, by
a squatters' meeting, and a partial interchange of courtesies
between old enemies on the vital matter of Russell's new
Squatting Regulations. Macdermott was present ae a defiant
antagonist, conducting a quick cross fire with James Macarthur
on the question of whether or not Australia was a pastoral
country. Macdemmott was defeated, and it was decided that
New South Wales was rather pastoral than agricultursl,

In the meantiﬁe, the growing seriousness of the labour
position, caused squatters to press for a renewal of immigration,
fraemeq or coolies or c&nviota even, But particularly was free
1mmigratioh urged, the cost to fall upon funds created by the
issue of debenturgs.

In December, '41, the delegates showed their hand
clearly by convening a meeting to protest against this proposal,
involving,as it did, the creation of a national debt. Macdermott
presided, lengthy resolutions were submitted by selected speakers,

and/
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and a petition drawn up. 80 ends '41 with "nothing but
Jermiads on the State of the times, long-worded yarns on
Debenture Billé, scarcity of cash, fallures, scrip, Loan Coys.,
Coolies, Bankes and impending min to every man, woman and '
child throuéhout the length and breadth of the colony.“42‘
Blood has been drawn on both sides - on then to a new year!

In January, '42, the long impending coalition between
- the Emancipiata and old Tory parties was finally sealed by -the
coalescence of Wentworth, Bland and Jemes Macarthur on the
question of procuring a return of aseignment. Macarthur haﬂﬁot
long enjoyed his victory. The real distress of the land-owners,
caused.by s drought in '38 reacting on the city in '39, had com-
bined with the influence of the Wakefield land theories to create
a wild speculation in land, resulting in the extension of the
country's resources to their utmost limit. The landlord wanted
more labour, but had less money for payment. On top of this,
Gippsf land regulations in '41 were ‘threatening in the extreme,
and the outcome was a definite Squatter's Party, united for the
related purposes of fighting the land regulations and procuring
more lsbour., Wentworth was forced to leave his retirement for
very fear of inactivity. The "Herald" remarked "that it did
not seem to have occurred to him that, in thie long interval,
there had sprung up & new race, to whom his fame and name were
absolutely unknown.ﬂ“' We rather think that it was just be-
cause this had occurred éo_him, that for economic and "con-
stitutional" reasons he came forward. :

A meeting in February on representation divided the
eity into two politiecal groups, the Coslition Party led by the
Mecarthurs and Wentworth (who was found "writhing with indignat-
'1on“€A' because he had not been warned of the meeting). The
Labour interests vith a leader though not a delegate in Mscdermott,

Purther solidity was given to the opposing parties by
the question of tie '42 Corporstion Bill, when the wealthy eman-
cipists who had cast in their lot with squatters (whom they had

fought =0 bitterly two years before) declared themselves wholly
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averse to a low municipal franchise, one man proposing a
franchise of £100, and another £50. Numerous meetings were
held by both parties, and Wentworth,himself a landlord in the
eity, and so naturally desirous, either to defeat the Bill, or
have it passed with a very high franchise qualification, led
his party, consisting of a large number of Licensed Vietuallers,
first on the ory of "no taxation" and then on the amount of the
franchise itself.

The operatives held a very large meeting in July,
protested against the £40 qualification én the proposed Bill,
and a petitidn with 1,500 names attached was sent tec Gipps.

The middle classes bel g also roused to action on the question,
the Government could do nothing but lower the franchise to £25.
"The power of the unrepresented" having been so successfully
exerted, it was not surprising that, at the ensuing municipal
elections, although there were twice as many candidates 1nhthe
field as could be elected, Macdermott was nominated for.three
wards, and was finally returned for Macquarie Ward,

But, in the me=sntime, the squsatters, seeing as yet no
prospect of beating Gipps on the land question, and having re-
ceived but little encouragement regarding immigration from Gippl,46
had formed in September an association "to obtain pemmission to
avail themselves of coolies, or other labourers from the East
Indies" - a proposal which had been officially disallowed in '38.
A petition was drawn up and forwarded to the Home Government by
a number of squatters, thé leader being Wentwerth., As though
this were not enough, about the same time. was introduced in the
Municipal Council a proposal to employ assigned labour for
_municipal contracts,

In January, '43, the Operatives requisiﬁionad two {
meetings, one to petition the government that 6onvict labour f
within the city should be abolished, and the other to petition /
Queen Victoria against the importation of coolie labour, The

second meeting was held in the Race Course, our present Hyde Park,
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A large platform was erected opposi te Market Street, and no

less than 5,000 persons were present. Spe eker after speaker
arose to expat\}ate on the dangers that must ensue from the
introduction of these natives, to condemn the policy of the
squatters, and particularly to point to Wentworth's betrayal

of the popular cause., One speaker, Mr. McCarthy, a trade dels-
gate, spoke eloquently about "this melancholy instance of
prostituted genius - a man who had now degenerated into the
drivelling political economist, who would sacrifice his early
preposseasioh and friends to the gratificationa of landed avar-
ice." With prophetic insight he declared (in a curious anticip-
ation of the snswer to Wentworth's own phrase about "arresting
the inflow of democracy") "they might as well attempt to arrest
the progress of the mountain torrent or check the mighty avalanche
in 1its onward career, as still the voice.of public opinion."

Orator Lynch made his usual points about "slaves", and
"the aristocrats of the land", with such effect that the ﬁrass
of the crowd prevented the reporters from taking notes.

The candidates for popular favour at the approaching
election, Hustler and "big Cooper", "the working-man's friend"
spoke to effect, while Macdermolt pointed out the popular
responsibility with regard to the elections. And even Duncan
gald a few words at the end 6f the meeting. The Trade Delegates
afterwards collected the lists of signatures to the petition,
and it was sent to Her Majesty, Queen Victoria.47'

Sydney was roused as it never before had been, and
Wentworth and Bland becsme uneasy regarding the approaching elect-
ions. Duncan's leaders had become more and more scathing, and
if allowed to c¢ontinue would turn the popular vote more deeply
against Wentworth, It was decided to get rid of him, and advan-
tage was taken of the joint'stook basis on which the paper was run
to oust him from the editorial chair fsur months before the
elections took place. That many of the Catholics were uneasy

at the radical and sgecular tone of the paper, is certain, but
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that Duncan'e conge should have occurred so suddenly and

when he was in the very article of a contest which was cutting
the ground from beneath Wentworth's feet, is a circumstance

g0 suspicious that one cannot pass over it. Duncan could

hardly have remained much longer as the editor of the professed
Catholic organ (though far stranger transfommations had tsken
place with regard to other colonial papers), butit was distinctly
unfair, to say nothing of the personal insult, to oust him

from the paper at so criiicel a time, Dunican himself does not
hesitate to attribute it to "the efforts of two combined factions,
aided by the proprietors of the 'Chronicle' and instigated by

the command of the weak and vacillating Vicar Gere ral."

Although in the result, Wentworth and Bland were
placed at the head of the poll, this happened only because the
popular vote wass split between 0'Connell (whom Duncan had
supported), Hustler, an ex-Sheriff who had exhibited some
sympathy in convening the people's meetings, and "big Cooper",
and 1l1literate and good natured old scoundrel who believed in
the abolition of lawyers and law-courts. At the elections,
Wentworth and Bland were very roughly handled, and their banner
utterly destroyed. Among others, Orator Lynch was proved to
have taken part in the riots and waaPound over to keep the
peace for twelve months,

By this time the financial crisis had come to 2 head,
Government works had either been stopped or reduced to a mini-
mum, private contractors had no work to offer, and the labourers
were in the direst necessity. Numbers of the operatives were
practically starving, and, to add to the congestion of the
labour market, immigrstion, which had stopped in '42, had now
recaﬂmancad Clever mechanics thought it s degradation to
engaga in leabourer's work at 1abourer's wages, and what ret
machnnims' jobe were otfering out back were viewed with suspinion.
It was a well-known fact that the masters on the outback atatq
ions treated thelr servants as they would never have darealto
do nearer the towns: and stories were current about wages which

had/
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had been paid in dishonoured cheques, of "truck" shops run
by station-owners which took all the labourer's money by
their extortionate prices, and of wage payments inFum or
home-made beer instesad of monay.4a' Moreover, many of the
land-owners were badly able in '43 to offer more than the
old £10 annual wsges, and they could not afford to support a
man's wife and children,

A meeting of operstives waes held at the Oddfellow's
Hall to appoint a Committee to draw up resolutions for
another petition to the Governor, concerning assignpd ser-
vanta.dg' At this meeting the project of a political union
wag first mooted by Mr. McCarthy, The petition, as usual,
was peremptorily rejected by Sir George, and the disgruntled
delegates resolved to call a public meeting worthy of the name,
The meeting was held at the Racecourse in August and attended
by some 3,000 feoplo. "Only with great difficulty did Duncan
and Alderman Mscdermott prevent the crowd from forming and
marching in procession to Government House to demand what
so many times the Government had ‘refused to conecede, Macder-
mott and Duncan both saw that Gipps' haughty temper,already
greatly tried by the demasnde of the trades, would revolt
against conceding to a crowd what he had refused to a dele-
gation, The meeting was persuaded to adopt wiser counsels,
and a deputation was selected of men who spent two or three
days, "including Sundays", collecting infommation from house
to house conderning-the actual distress prevalent in the town.
The number was stated before a Commission of the Legislative
Council by Benjamin Sutherland, a delegate from the Cabinet-
Makers' Union, to be 2,000. Gippa,astonished at the figures,
pledged himself to do something for the reliefl of the people,
and established a Registry Office as well';a.taking inte
Government employ o number of labourers. In addition, the
town corporation provided relief works. But the prayer of the
petition had been rejected, and the.delogatas, "feeling the

' great/
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"oreat difficulty which existed in this eolony of carrying
out any popular object from the want of combination existing
smong the lower ranks of the veople, began to turn their
attention to the advantages attendant on the formation of a
Politieal Union,"so' and, being joined by some cther persons,
eighteen members of the Mutual Protection Association were
enrolled on the 20th August, 1845, This Political Union,
according to Benjsmin Sutherland, grew rapidly in numbers and
importance, the membership increasing quarterly to 350, 450,
485 and finally 500,51 |

Now clearly, from '40 to '43, the Operatives as a
body, and under their leader, Macdemmott, had been opposed
to the land monopolists and had carried with them a great deal
of middle class sympathy. But Gipps' contemptuous conduct
in regard to the Operatives' petitions had already roused a
great deal of bitterness among the independent working men,
and his treatment of the squatters had a general resemblance
to hie treatment of the Operatives. It was natural, then,
that, when Wentworth was bodﬁing forth hies "no taxation without
representation”™ cry, and when the middle classes were inclined
to sympathize with their countrymen against a Govefnof who was
regarded ss something of a usurper, the operatives, too, should
h;ve become doubtful, Numbers of these men knew little of
the history of their adopted countrr,-and, under the pressure
of severe economic conditions, many who knew had forgotten.
And continually filtered in from Europe, Chartists with an
instinctive distrust of all forms of government except their
own, who would naturally oppose Gipps just because he was a
Governor, Every pape in the colony,but Duncan's "Weekly BRegle-
ter", which did not pay was advocating the csuse of tis gqnattara,
and every week poured forth convincing articles to increase
the number of converts., Macdermott and Duncan stood firm,
but Mé8edemott was now an Alderman and a magil strate, and had

lest . part of his early influence, while Duncan was accused of
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being in the Government's pay.

Yet, with all this explanation, the situsation is
puzzling and curious in the extreme. It ie easy to undpfatand
that the economic crisis was sufficient to turn the operatives
against Gipps, but that it should at the same tims project even
a section of them (for, despite ite reputed 500 members, the
Mutual Prodction Association, in its later stages,was rothing
more than a section) into an active advocacy of the squatters!
interests, passes comprehension. It is not faltering, or
wavering, but denial! And, because I cannot conceive of men
such as Lynch, McCarthy, and the reat deliberately negating a
three years' struggle, I &sm led to agree with a correspondent to
Duncan's paper who states of its latter stages, "the Mutual
Protection Associdion does not represent the working classes".
Duncan himself called it the "Mutual Protective Nuisance,"

Designedly or unwittingly, the "leading clique of the
"Guardian" (the Association's newspaper) broke the Labouf Mo ve-
ment by mis-directing it, and splitting into two warring psrties,
the one remaining in support of the Government, the other wesakly
playing with GOovernment petitionz at the same time that it was
sympathising with the squatters. This latter section was
led by Benjamin Sutherland, Secretary of the Association, and
an old member of ﬁhe A.U.B.S. The other section was represent-
ed by James M'Eachern who was appointed in March, '44, ss editor
of-the "Guardlan" newspaper, the Association's self-constituted
organ, Por a month it was conducted with undoubted ability
by M'Eachern, a clever,though somewhat, heasdstrong, journalist
with a bitter hatred of the aristocracy. Some time previdusly
he had published a pamphlet on thé Indefeasible Rights ot
Man, which even the "Gazette" admitted to be able.

| His leaders on "Colonial Autoorac}", and.the-"Lords
" of the Soul", are praoigqu what we should expect of an oigan
devoted to the intafe;ts45f the working elass whose growth we

have been tracing, But "owing to a disagreement with thé
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"leading members of the Association”, M'Eachern resigned, end
Sutherland took his place, publishing his first leader in

the 1ssue of April 6th, '44, Immediately we are conscious
of a distinct change of tone in an article which begins to
di scuss the Government's power to make squatting regulations,

. Itis significant that, in this issue, is reported the
first of the squattors' public meetings, which led to the
formatlion of the Pastoral Assoclation, which eventually defeated
Gipps, secured a right of pre-emption on waasie lands, and of
an extended lesase on lands already occupied, and which was thus
respongible for finally dispossessing the people. |

If then, for the present we neglect the claims of the
Mutual Protec%ion Associstion, and ingquire - why did the
Labour Movement fail; . our answer is plain., It was broken
between the Government and the Squatters by a divided allsgiance,
And this bresk was posésible because of the magnitude of the
issues at stake. The szguatters'! monopoly had grown to such
proportions that Cipps must either defest 1t or die. It was a
struggle to the death, and because Labour advocated neither side,
it was crushed, ‘The power of a2 monopoly is in unity, and
divided, monopolists perish. Once in conviet days, lsbour had
possessed a natural monopoly. This had gradusally been broken
down, but as gradually had arisen conscicus direction, which
ended in 1840 in the creation of snother monopoly, unified from
a definite centre. Disturb the centre, snd the movement is lost,
But before we close our subject, let us glance at the
conatitution and activities of the Mutusl Protection A:zzogiationss
Lamentably =s it feiled, yet it had two periods of sctivity during
the first of which it 5tt§mpted to represent the working ;i;gs; i
and enshrine the worker's idesls, : ._

: No distinction wae made in the sssocistion betwéép-j
union and non-union apg?ara, nor were those members of theﬁ@iddle
class vho professed working cless sympathies excluded. l,f
number of the members of the municipal council were, throﬁgﬁau£
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the period of its existence, upon it s governing body, and,
although Macdermmott was no longer a ieader within the Associa-
tion, he did not cease to tske an interest in its work.
When first constituted, a provisional committee consisting of
fifteen members and the Secretary were asppointed to draw up
the rules for the first three months. At the end of this
period the first general meeting was held when the rules were
revised and ordered to be printed.

: The final rules provided that this managing Committee ?&
of fifteen members should be chosen at a General Quarterly i
Meeting, and given power to add to their members. The result
was to create a strong governing body, hardly controlled by the
members of the Association who met weekly. The procedure seems
to have been copied from the rules of the A.U.B.S.

Though the Society was called a Political Union, its
objecte did not even include the obtaining of a vote. It con-
fessed that it was formed to avert the evils under which the
operative classes were labouring, thus distinctly avowing an
economic, rather than a political, purpose.

The means of effecting this end were distinctly
individual, illustrating that peculiar confusion of political
and economic motives, which has distinguished the Australian
Labour Movement, and which seems to me to be directly due to a
thirty yeare' convietion.,

(1) To endeavour to impress upon all the community the
need of co-operation.

(2) To concentrate public opinion, and so determine the
cause of the distress.

(8) To spread the opinions so collected in the Press, in
Public Heetings, and by Petitions, to the Legise-
lative and City Councils, |

(4) To resist class legislation: to watch over the

interests of the working class.

(5) To foster ané encourage colonial produce and manufacture.

(6) To/
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(8) To ensure the return of upright and efficient
representatives to the Legislative and City Counecil.

(1) snd (4) seem to have represented a very real
deslire for peace and not enmity. It was characteristic of the
Augtralian working man that he did not fight for ideals, but
for a world at peace with itself. The temporary union, with
the squatters in '44, was, after all, but the logical issue of
this desire, for those who did not realise the great danger
threatening. (2) was again one of the usual courses of action.
When the drapers sought for shorter hours in '44 and '48, they
appealed to the public, mnd held indignant meetifigs, which the
whole community was asked to attend. The same spirit in the
M.P.A. was responsible for & willingness to submit to Parlismentary
inquiries, and for the force which compelled Parlisment to
appoint the Commission on Distressed Labourers in '44,

It was in pursuance of its third aim that the Azsocla-
tion excelled itself. It is impossible to detail the many and
varied meetings, petitions, deputations and inquiries which the
indefatigable clique set working. The Municipal Council, the
Legislative Council and the Home Government were deluged with
petitions ;bout immigration and convict labour, distressed
labourers and Government grants, small allotments, and the con-
tracting system, and even a petition from 1,000 females connect-
ed with the Association praying that Government washing at
Parramatta Female Factory might be discontinued., Wentworth
naturally presented the petition on small holdings and "fixity
of tenure", ° There was no danger it would be granted, Lang
was glven the petitions on the distregs existing in Sydney, and
Bland presented two petitions against Government washing and
G overnment printing.

Gipps was approached several times by the Association,
but the delegates were.always treated with the utmost contempt.
But the Association's most interesting work was in its dealings
with the Municipal Council. At several general meetings in '43,
candidates for the various wards were questioned, concerning their
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principles, by members of the Assoeiation, and in this year,
nearly all the candidates whom the Association after much
deliberation had chosen, were returned to the City Council.

In September, '44, the Association was very much weskened, for,
by now, the M'Eachern section had left the body, and only the
misgulded upholders of the squatters were left. But even =0 a
list of eleven questions for municipal candidates was drawn

up, and several candidates submitted to the ordesl in the hope
of procuring the Mutual Protection vote. The most important
of these questiones was the last - Do you recognise the Associa-
tion as the political representative of the working classes

and the citizens, and will you concert with it on the questions
they have taken in hand?

This interesting anticipation of a Labour caucus
was condemned in the House by Wentworth,and the"Australian"hints
that,had not the Association broken up Jjust at the time of the
Municipal elections in '44, its members would have been
prosecuted.

The immediate causes of ite downfall were lack of
members, scarcity of cast, and a quarrel over the contracting
system.

Not sgain, does a central association sise among the
workers. Although Macdermott continued to be prominent in
civic 1ife, attaining,by the influence of the People's will, the
position of Mayor in 46-46, he does not again lead as he had
led up to '43, He was not a very successful Mayor. The "Atlas"
points with reason to his manifest official extravagance, and to
his extreme rashness and imprudence. But this "tribunus plebia"? '
remained loyal to Gipps to the last, and,in somewhat theatrical
fashion, accompanied him with a straggling procession of nine,
from Government House to ﬁia last Legislative Counoil.ss’ The
scene is a pathetic exposition of the failure of the Labour Move-
meht, not by a defectiom of leader but of constituents! Mac-
dermott, who had been alling some time, died suddenly in
February, '48.

Duncan/
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Duncan, in '48, was appointed sub-collector of
Customs at Moreton Bay. Many years later he becsame Colleetpr
of Customs in Sydney, and lived to a ripe old age, being
rewarded in his later days by the distinetion of C.M.G.
He died in '85, and wes buried in the old Devonshire Street
Cemetery.

The trades did not vanish immediately. In '46,
.seven of them were stirred to action by a Carpenters and Joiners!
.strike,lasting for three weeks: and by Gladstone's threatened
Transportation Bill. Anotherkxcited Racecourse meeting was
held, and a petition was forwarded to Duncombe,54° the aris-
tocratic trade union sympathiser in the English House of Com-
mons. The petition was presented, and the "Secretsry of the
Opersati ves Anti-Transportation Committee™, Mr, Wm. Wilkins,
received from Duncombe himself the news of its presentation.

It was promised at this '46 meeting th=ti "Trades
Union" would shortly be established, and some meetings were
held about which there is no avallable infommation. But, by
April 17th, 1847, the Operatives Anti-Transportation Committee
had in hand only 13/4, which was given to the Benevolent Society.

A little paper of December 26th, 146, callasd "The
Citizen" testifies,in conjunction with a few scattered cdﬁies
of the "Star and Workingman's Gu=rdian" (September 6th, 1845) and
"The Age" (September 27th, '45), that the Operatives have turned
again to the struggle against the mquatter, But new and great
ideas dissipate the energy of the classes. "As a citizen of
the world, I condemn no man for his attachment to the place of
his birth, his politics or his religion." Thought, hitherto
confined in narrow clrcles takes a.wida sweep - "the colonists
have come to be regarded not merely as money-msaking, but as
intellectual and moral beinga.'55'

"The true causes of our greatness and prosperitji
must be found in the imbroved social and moral conditionétbf
the peOple.“5 3 '
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Nationality has arisen, and, with the urgency and div-
ine haste of an immortal mission has bidden the warrins factions
cease. Strange music this for men who have grown old in
battle; music, which another pen than ours bhall fitly write.

But alas for the dead Past with its shame!

For two momentous years the power of the Pastoral
Association had been unchecked, Boyd, the accredited represzentative
had been home to England, and "the spirit and energy with which
he withstood the unconstitutiona® attacks of our late Governor,
Sir George Gipps, on the richts and liberties of the Pastoral
Commonwealth of New South Wales will ever form a prominent page
in the political history.of the colony.'57' This very day,
declared a sarcastic little journal, "an Act of the IWperial
Parliament for regulating the sale and leéaing of our waste
lands, an Act passed after the most arduous efforts of Mr. Boyd
and a few zealous friends of the Colony, resident in London,
is proclaimed as taking effect, and it is accordingly s day in
every respect most appropriate for recording another instence
of that enterprise to which New South Wales will one day be grate-
ful enough to ascribe much of her prosperity and importance in
the scale of nations."

At the end of '468, too, the unions were slowly dying.
Once the land question was settled large tractes of land were cut
up,58° and sold,and the earlier unionists, many of them now grown
rich aﬁd flourishing, were sble to buy at length what they had
craved, Thus, the men who fought for the land eventually ob-
tained it, though they falled in a struggle, which, if successfu],
might have given a vast heritage to their children's children,

The '48 Electione introduce us to the beginnings of a
new political =nd economic movement, But the latter does not
quickly arise. Agein and again does Cunninghem, the Chartist
Editor of "The People's Advocate", appeal to the Operatives to
awake, to unite!

Though several of the men of an older tradition take

part in the BGonstitutional Association, Sutherland and Hawkley,
Lynch/
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Lynch, and Hipkiss - argumentsdo not project unions. It is
the pressure of a renewed immigration which causes the abortive
attempt s of the stone-masons, carpenters and joiners, These
attempt 8 were unsuccessful because of the constant flow of
the most adventurous spirits to the goldfields of California
in '49 and '50. [Even the journalist, M'Eachern,had gone,
leading after him doubtless numbers of staumch and sober workmen.
But out of the social flux finally emerges a new
movement. Labour had falled because of a sectional denial,
made possible by a loose amzlgamation of unionists, delegates,
municipal councilleors and "others", The new movement should
be bassed more truly on representation, In development,and not

in projection, lies the new strength.
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CHAPTER VII.

CONCLUSION.

The conviet period had been a privileged economic
period for the labourer, =nd his standard of life had been set
high by the urgency of a demand caused by a natural scarcity.

As graduslly this scarcity vanished,the labourer, urged to =a
maintenance of "the standard", both by his own sense of fha
contrast, and by the hope of "bettering his condition", formed
unions to regulate prices, and control the market. To a
certain extent, the power was possible and within the power of
small industrial sections. But the latter and more important
object was not in the power of any union. The Government was
ag adamant upon the question of assigned labour, and hence,
even under ordinary circ&matances, the union possessed a leg-
itimate grievance,

But, in addition, the Immigration flux with its sudden
pressures and its great irrégularity provided a constant menace
for the 1sbourer who once had monopolised a market. Thus the
desire to maintain the old monopoly led unionism to a con-
slderation of the central questions of assignment and immigration,
and economics became politics. But neither of these questions
was simple. ‘The one was the result of the English Penal System,
as upheld by an English Governor, to whose interest it was to
keep aasigned convicte in the Government employ. Moreover, it
was but a question of = few yeare before sll the assigned con-
victs would be exhausted and the struggle with the Government
at an end, Natﬁrally then, the labourer hesitated to openly
defy the Governor, and preferred rather to inundate him with
petitions,

Especially urgent was this policy in view of the much
more vital question of immigration, which, although officially

directed by the Government, was recognised by the colony to be

e move of the squatting party. It was against this party that

Labour'united, and, for three yesrs, maintained its integrity = /
thereby/
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thereby protesting that the control of the market was labour's
coneern, So powerful indeed became the Lsbour Party that
there are indications it was on the point of attadking the
squatters on their own monopoly, and defesating, or, at least
modifying, the squatters' "fixity of tenure" campalgn.

Unfortunately, the bitterness created by the economic
crigis of '43 turned the labourer from his great purpose to
the more immediate p;licy of "blaming the Government", In
spite of the protestations of the Secretary of the Mutual
Protection Association, I do not, for one instant, imagine that
labour, as a united body, turned to the squatters. But cert-
ainly a clique was led away, either by conviction or bribery.
The result was that the bulk of the labourers fell back
from the central organisation, and the Labour Movement died.

But why, one asks, did not Labour attempt to gain
the vote which every Chartist so keenly desired? How was i£
possible to form & Politicsal Union which desired power but not
representation? Could not both Emigration eand Assignment
have been dealt with succesgsfully in the House by Henry Mac-
demmott?

Why, in effect, did Chartiam not taske root in '43,
instead of 1487 The answer is to be found in thelpecaliar
oonstitution of the Australian labourer, which I cannot but
regard as a direct heritage from a convict past. It is a proof,
not of degradition, but of power that the labourer appealed so
easily to the Government, His objections and remonstrances
weréléimaxber of course to an authority which had, by aheéf“
economic stress, always been compelled to lend a willing éai to
the men who formed the vafy sinews of society. Tlhe patftion
method arrived with the convict system, and its weight depended
on a Government, some of the members of which traced theii;:-
linesl succession from 1788. Thus, I would emphasise,in ;;,
evolution of the method, the attitude of the Government eqﬁhiiy
with that of the labourer,
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It 1s true that petitions did not slways succeed,
but neither does the possession of a vote bring viectory. The
petition method had first to fall, because of the refusal
of an oligarchic Government to entertain it, before the Vote
became a serious question for a worker's movement, Even in
'48, the worker had to be convinced of its efficiency by the
middle classes.

The same attitude of personsl confidence produced
the caucus of the Mutual Protection Association. The men in
the Association, who possessed the municipal vote by no means
relied upon it., They sought some method of more direct ex-
pression, and the Caucus grew naturally to furnish the peréonal
link. It is an evolution of the Petition Committee - unite
the members and you have a Caucus, with its demands drawn up.
It is then but a step, to.aak the representative to come to the
Petitioners instead of vice versa, And the "representative”,
whether of the Petitioners or the Caucus, may be any man willing
to do what the working classes desire. Wentworth, Bland, Lang,
¥indeyer, Duncan, Macdermott, Hipkiss, David Taylor - all
are useful in special ways and the Operatives have power to
give and withhold from all. The Lsbour Party, on its cross
benches in the nineties, is surely not far removed from the
Labour Party of the forties, and neither from the influence of
an original and powerful monopoly which arose at the bidding

of another inponvict days.




AUTHORITIES,

Initial Bogk of References:

1, ¥Webb: Hi story of Trade Unioniam,
Webb: Industrial Democracy.
Holyo=ke: History of Co-operation.
Egerton: British Colonial Poliey.
Curry: British Colonisl Poliecy.

2. Modern Histories.

Scott: Proceedings or:australian Higtorieal
Society.

Jose: Pattchett Martin: Life of Sherbrooke.

Schachner: Australien in Politik.

Metin: Le Socislisme sans doetrine,

Marion Phillips: A Colonial Autccracy.

Barton: Histery of New South Wales from
the Records.

Evatt: Liberalism in Australis,

Northcote: Australian Social Development,

M. Atkineon: Trade Unionism in Auatrﬁlia.

(This 'ittle book is indispensable though much of its
history is incorrect. But it provided me with a rough appTroX-
imation at which I worked until I had relsted the two Labour
Movements to s historieal background. My difficuities were to
prove thers was an early movement, and then find s point of di-
vision, The first was straight-out work through the only
gources - papers. The zecond was much more difficult, but I
am satiefied that the division 1s '48 and not '51, The gold-
rush alluded to =a & final cause by Lightfoot and Sutcliffe
has not thie relation to the origins of either movement).

5. Current Historiss.
Collins.

Holt.
Barrington.

-~ O'Hars/
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O'Hara,

Wentworth.

Macarthur,

Bland,

Tlhoteky.

Lang.,

Duncan (in Hogg's Instructor),

Ullathorne's Autobiography.

Duncan's MS, Autobiogfaphy (kindly lent to me by Miss Duncan)

4, Current Pamphlets, etc.
Samuel Sidrey: Emigrant's Journal,

Carmichael: Hinte to Emigrants.

Pamphlets and Writings of Kentish and Mrs. Chisholm (in the
Mitchell Library).

5. Au an Bo efe ce:
Henton: Austrslian Dictionary of Dates.
Blair: Encyclopaedia of Australian Biography.

"Times" Dictionary of National Biography (40 Vols.).

6. Notes and Proceedings of Legislative Council. (Accounts
of debates are not published, but may be found in daily
paperB).

Acte and Ordinances of Governor and Council (Callaghan),

Select Commission on Immigration,

Bigge'e Report and Evidence.

The Despatches and Transcripts I have not touched, nor
have I more than galanced at Bigge's Evidence (in folio).

7. Minute Bocks and Cash Accounts of:

(1) BSocisty of Progressive Carpenters and Joiners,

(2) Minute Books and Bal ance Sheets of Australian Union
Benefit Society.

(3) PRules of A.U.B.S, at the Registrar's Office.

(4) The Co-operator Eight Hour Souvenir (October, 1912).
8; The most valuable sources for part of my work were daily
or weekly papers. The worth of these sources cannot be over-
estimated, but they need very cautious treatment. Current

events/
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events 2re given but often in s0 distorted s form that one mis-
reads or falls to observe important pointsa. Whether or not I
have rightly used the sources, I =m conscious that to be
turned loose to go through these various documents is no
ordinery test of historicalwisdom. One canmot avoid them, yet
their te=timony is so diverse as to terrify the bravest asdven-
turer. Editors change and papers become unrepresentative,
some men alter thelr policy for money, and others maintain their
integrity, politics differentiate and creeds divide, and al-
ways one has to seek for the editor behind the paper, if
possible to glimpse his attitude snd allow for his individual
bias, as well as for the traditional poliey of the paper. Thus
I learn to stake my faith on Duncan's papers, though his lan-
gusge ig at times over-vehement, to be doubtful of "The Aus-
tralisn®, to welcome "The Gazette's" local news, but to remaln
indiffsrent tc its politics, tc suspect any measures which
"The Herald" advocates as likely to be in the highest degree
conservative, to accept for truth what the "Atlas" brings to
1ight, but to beware of its scepticism, and to read all the
enthusiaem of "The People's Advocate", yet to determine (it
seemed an unkind cut!) that there were no unions behind it,
that even a meeting which ies reported to be attended by "dele-
gates of the different trades" owes the word "delegate"™ to
the tradition we have described, and nct (in '49) to active
unions.

Broadly, the pspers sre divided into two mections, although
there are_timas when a Conservative psper is a Radicel and
vice versa. The Radical pspersoften existed only for a year

or less, Many numbers have disappesared:

Conservative. Radical,

Herald Currency Lad.

Australian Australasian Chronicle

Monitor The Sun & N,.S.W,
Indepen@ent Press

Gazette The True Sun

The Weekly Despsatch

The Sydney Record

The Guardian

The Star and Working-
man's Guardisn

Thal



Radical (Contd.)
The Citizen
Heads of the People
The People's Advoecate
Sydney Times.
Under a literary division, come the "Atlas" and the "Weekly
Register®,
9. JBistor'cal Records (Bladen).
I read through =2lmost all these volumes, having, as my
object, a desire to differentiate between the functions of the
free labourer and the convict, until I reslised that I was

touching what seems to me a vital point in Austra’ia's history.

10. Among my suthorities, I emconstrained to include Mr,
Tunnecliffe, of the riahér Library, whosehelp, interest and
guidance were invalusble. I have met no-one else who so
thoroughly understands the human motivisation in early Aus-

tralisn history.



NOTE ON CHAPTER I.

I am well aware that, in my trestment of the convict
system, I have violated all the ususl traditions. Moreover,
it might easily be urged that my treatment of certain periods
namely, 1810-1828, is necessarily slight.

But, with the exception of Barton's book, which
ceases at too early a date, and Marion Phillips' "Colonial
Autocracy", which begins too late (1810-1820), there is no other
systematic research on the subject. Migz Phillips' book seems
to me a very patient study of a2 difficult period, but there
are contradictions and avowed perplexities in it, which, I
believe, result from her adoption of the usual hypothesis,
namely "that the distinction betwen freed and free cut deephnto
the social, economic and judicial status of the colony." This,
she follows up by regarding the division between "victualled"
and"on-victualled" as an essential line (These people were
labourers whose term has expired, and who refused to be supported
any longer at Government expense). With servile labour, she
points out, a class of "poor whites" must inevitably arise,
Perhaps, this would be true of a static system (though, what pre-
cisely a static convict colony would mean, I have little idea),
but my thesis is that what we have called "the convict system"
was dynamic, furnishing an instance of an economic adaptation
to circumstances not found in the history of any other continent,.
America started with free settlers, and the criminals filtered
in, becoming more or less identified with slaves.

Moreover, though Miss Phillips declares that "it was
only as the colony began under Macquarie to emerge from infancy,
and cast aside the chains of military government, th=t the full
force of the restrictiones between free and unfree began to be
felt", she is surely inconsistent in her statement that, in 1821,
"there was practically no distinction between free 2nd conviet
labourers."

Labour/
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Labour was fast becoming 2n ordinary market commod-
ity to be bought and paid for, instead of a debt due from
the outcastto those within the ranks of respectsbility. Mean-
while as the economic power of the convict labourer increased,
his social ostracism became more rigorous."

My exactly opposite contention is that the labourer's
power decreased instead of increasing, and, great as it was
in 1821, it was less than in 1788. Labour did not become a
debt until general assignment,and the inability to claim'wages
introduced the slave system. The Emencipist v. the Freeman -
quarrel was a distinction of sentiment among the landed propriet-
ors,influencing, but not converting, the labouring classes, and
vanishing like asmoke in '42 at the first hint of external
opposition to the basis on which the ¢laims of both parties were
founded, I have found nothing whatever to lead me to believe
that the free Australian lsbourer refused to recognise the
Emancipist. Before 1822, I do not consider the free lsbourer
of importance. After that date, the free labourers, while re-
fusing to associate with convicts or assigned men, declared
specifically that they had no objection i? emancipists. Taylor,
the leader of the Emigrant Mechanics (Sydney Gazette, July 11th,
13%),declared that "he and the body to which he belonged knew
nothing of ticket-of-leave men, They looked upon every well-
conducted man as a friend; and s motion was put and carried that
this meeting do adjourn till the 18th instant, in order to
enable ticket-of-leave men to be present."™ And, of the Eman-
cipists, Kentish,in one of his intuitive momente, said, "The
Emancipists as a body, we are persuaded, have much less sympathy
with, and leaving towards,prisoners than is generally ascribed
to them., VWe are convinced that innine instances out of ten,
Emancpists display a feeling towards the =zide of honour and
superiority, in preference to vice and degradation, when put in
competition and when they have an opportunity to side the free
portion of the population, or the bond."

Lastly, I am 1nc11nqd to think that my intorpretation

casts/



iy ¥

casts light upon what Miss Phillips and Mr. Northcote,who
adopted her suggestions, viewed as a puzzle. ¥ quote the
passage in which Miss Phillips clearly states the nature of
the problem:

"Sociologically, the history of New South Wales
must remain, for the present, = complete puzzle., No-one
would, at that time, have proposed, and no-one would propose
to-dmey, that the children born of convict parents would show
no sign of their origin, iet this was what happened, and the
fect is2 not to be belittled by laying stress on the number of
politica! prisoners, or the harshness of the criminal laws.

The political prisoners formed a very small minority, and,
though many convicts were transported for small offences, they
were ususally or'a low type, such as pocket-picking, or receiving
stolen goods.,"

The transformation,which seems to Miss Phillips so
difficult, was effected not in the second, but the first genera-
tion by the gift of an independence, generated by responsibility,
and consolidated by a wage-status. The study of sociology
is confronted,not with a problem in heredity, but with a study
on the effects ofenvironment. I do not think there is any
peychologicel difficulty involved in the growth of a stunted
personality, capable of committing crimes"f a low type" to the
stature of an independent and often insubordinate citizen. On
the contrary, the beginnings of Australian history illustrate
the emoticnal law, that repression generates an unconscious re-
sistance which will burst forth, or slowly unclose under new
and more prOpitiona'circumatance;. That independence, which,
in asn older land had been repressed at an intolerable human cost,
gtirred faintly on the bosom of the First Fleet, projected itzelf
in the colony in "idleness", "irregularity"™ and "insubordination",
in "combinations", "catals", and "seditious meetings", and un-
folded in time into the gelf-sufficient citizenship of & wide
democracy. By devious paths, and through unsuspected channels,
England's experiment of 2 conviet colony at length attained all
victoriously its innsrent justi?ication.
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Note on Chapter I.

I. Assignment had, of course, always existed but the
status of the Government conviot kept it often merciful and
certainly free from the worst abuses until 1823.
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of the wider point of view,

2, Sydney Gazette, July 16th, 1831.
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12, Books of Carpenters and Joiners' Society.

13, Sydney Gazette, January 9th, 1836.

14, Guardian, June 19th, 1844.

15. Sydney Gazette, June 15th, 1839,

16. Austrzlasian Chronicle, December 3rd, 1840.

17. Sydney Guzette, January 7th, 1837,

18. Australasian Chronicle, August 22nd, 1840.

19, 8Sydney Gazette, March 21st, 1837.

20. do. do. December 17th, 1839.

21. Australasian Chronicle, March 27th, 1840,

22, Austrslian, April 16th, 1846.

23, People's Advocate: September 14th, 1850.

24, Sydney Gazette, April 18th, 1840.

25. do. do. April 25th, 1840.

26, Guardian, Mary 18th, 1844.

27. Sydney Gazette, June 27th, 1840.

28. Australasian Chronicle, January 21st, 1841,
29./



29.
30.
351

32,
33.
34,

54.

55.
56,

&'
59.

61.
62.
63.

-2

Guardian, July 28th, 1843,
Sydney Gazette, October 8th, 1831.
do. do. December 15th, 1840.
Atlas, January 4th, 1845.
do. March 18th, 1848,
Sydney Gazette, August 13th, 1840.
S8un and New South Walees Independent Press, February 4th, 1845,
Carpenters and Joiners' Books.
Australasgian Chronicle, June 25th, 1842,
do, do. May 3rd, 1843,
do. do. December 15th, 1842.
Australian, February lst, 1843,
People's Advocate, June, 1850.
Bun and New South Wales Independent Press, March 4th, 1843,
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- Australasian Chronicle, May 8th-22nd, 1841.

People's Advocate, December 7th, 1848,
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Lightfoot: "Trade Unionism in Australias,”™

The New Movement in Melbourne. Started in 1850 with the
formation of the Operative Stonemasons Union,

Hogg'e Instructor: "History of New South Wales"™ by W, A,
Duncan,

Sydney Guzette, January 9th, 1838,

do, do. May 10th, 1838.

do, do.
Australasian Chronicle, April 15th, 1841,
Carpenters and Joiners' Books.
Sydney Gazette, June 15th, 1839.
Australian, April 16th, 1846.
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Sydney Record, 1843.

q.v., Chapter V.

Carpenters and Joiners' Society: Minute Books,

Guardian, July 13th, 1844,

Sydney Gazette, April 24th, 1834.

Australian, August 6th, 18486,

The sign "ete." might, of course, mean anything.

Australasiasn Chronicle, November 23rd, 1841.

do. do. March 20th, 1840,
do, do. December 18th, 1842,

Australian, May 3rd, 1843.

7 Victoria, No. 10,

In 1848, the A.U.B.S., pleaded that = techniecal point in the
Act might be smended, and Wentworth was specially thanked
"for his kindness in preparing the amendment as well
ggu;:;ihﬁa interes%ﬁigﬁi%pAigo %ﬁgsggy the Legislative

Sydney Gazette, April 7th, 1836. These are the only set
of rules I have found,

Presumably of the same meaning as the slang term "soszk" -
a drunkard,

Australasian Chronicle, January 24th, 1840.
Sydney Gazette, January 9th, 1840.

do. do, May 10th, 1838.

do. do. Janusry 9th, 1840.

do. do. January 21st, 1840.

do. do. January 30th, 1840.
Australasian Chronicle, February 14th, 1840.

do. do. do. January 24th, 1840.
do. do. do, May 6th, 1841; May 22nd, 1841.
do, do. do, January 21st, 1841,

q.Vv.

Scab: It is interesting that this distinctively Australian
word,with its esct modern connotation,appears so early.
There are two points about the hard-sounding word which
have endeared it to the unionist:

(1) Scab, a skin disease insheep, caused by the presence
of minute acarl makes the animal lose flesh and become

very/
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very poor. Thus "scabbing on one's mates",
expresses a flourishing diseaszed condition &t the
expense of the whole body.

(2) The acarl areprolific, =nd spread rapidly. The
slightest contact with objects which have been
touched by the affected sheep will spread the
disease. Scarcely the unionist escapes infection
when he sees other men reaping an individual
advantage,  The word thus expresses the extreme
difficulty of the unionist programme, -

(a) Australasian Chronicle, December 15th, 1842; January
21st, 1843; February 7th, 1843; February 9th, 1843,

(b) Australasian, January 30th, 1843; February 4th, 1843,
Sun dnd New South Wales Independent Press, May 20th, 1843.
Australa@sian Chronicle, December 15th, 1842.
do, do. May 19th, 1840,
Australian, August 9th, 1845.
People's Advocate, November 10th, 1849,
People's Advocate, June 22nd 1850.
Australasian Chronicle, December 3rd, 1840.

Sydney Gazette, December 15th, 18403 January 14th, 1841;
March 13th, 1841. :

Atlas, January 7th, 1845,

Australasiesn Chronicle, February 18th, 1841.

Age, September 27th, 1845. _

I think it does. Labour entries in the Minute Books show
that the rent for the rooms is £2/-/-, in which case,
the keeper of the House of Call would be paid £1/10/-
for his services.

Sydney Gazette, April 25th, 1841.
Australasian Chronicle, December 7th, 1841,

do. do. December 15th, 1842,
do. do. June 25th, 1842,
do, do. May 16th, 1840.

Australian Chronicle, February lst, 1843.
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A number of pages have been torn from the centre of the
autobiograpliy, and I have been forced to connect what
stray factes I could otherwise gather.

Ullathorne's autobiography.

Duncan's sutobiogrsaphy.

Sydney Gazette,

Australasian Chronicle,

X, Vietorias, No. 23.

Notes and procesdinges of Legislative Council, 1845. Com-
mission on Mastere and Servants Acts.
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CHAPTER VI.

e Diia

1. Ve have already referred to the "Combination" among
labourers in '95.

. Cunningham's striking phrase for the conviet.
. Australian, July, '43.
. Marion Phillips: "A Colonial Autocracy", Chapter 9.

. ~ Wentworth's paper: "The Australian" was owned by an ex-
convict,

. Lang's contemptuous word,

6
) £ Australasian Chronicle, Janusry 27£h, 1842,
8. Sydney Gazette, February 22nd, 1842,

Bl

. People's Advocate, March 17th, 1849.

10, He writes in the Ausiralian: March 14th, 1844, on the
anut in wheat, declaring that thirty years =since, in the
Home Country ﬁe had observed the disease,

11, He offered his gratultous services as Assistant Honorary
Becretary of the Patriotic Associstion, preferring to be
an Assistant if only the tone of the Association might
be raised, Commercial Journal, March, Srd, '386.

12, ‘He remained faithful to Kentish so late as '38.
13, It is doubtful whether any union delegates were included,
14, Commercial Journal, April 2nd, 1836.

15. Macarthur's speech at a public dinner, Australian, 21st
July, 1843.

16. Australasian Chronicle, November 19th, 1842.

17. It would be 2 highly interesting task to write the history
of colonially directed movements within England, thus
at once reversing and throwing fresh light upon the
usual method of treating colonial poliey.

18. Mr, Evatt makes a mistake in taking Kentigh's book on the
"Political Economy of New South Wales"™ ag illustrative
of "the conservative and anti-Liberal atiitude of the
pastoral and exclusive party of New Sauth Wales." Kentish
was not a conservative, He spplied for the position
of Secretary of the Patriotic Association in 1835, clalming
as justification "his zealous advocacy of liberal in-
stitutions,” But being a Government agent, it was to
his interest for transportation to continue. JComm.
Journal, August 13th, 1835),

19. On the testimony of Judge Heydon.

20. In letter to Donaldson, Premier of New South Wales, 28th
June, 18586. '

21, Duncan's autobiography.
22, Australasian Chronicle, September 6th, 1841.
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23.
24,
25.
286,
27.
28,
29,
50.
51.
32.

33.
34,
35.
36.

Sydney Gazette, March 3rd, 1842.
do. do. do. do.
Atlas, April 22nd, 1846.
Duncan's autobiography.
He is elected "on the voicesa!"
Sydney Gazette, March 3rd, 1842.
Atlas, May 16th, 1846.
Australasian Chronicle, March 12th, 1842.
Duncan's autobiography.

Duncan had arrived only in '38, and knew nothing about the
growth of the Operative Movement. I doubt whether he
cared very much, He is not at all interested in
trade unions. ‘

Austrnlasian Chronicle, December 26th, 1840.
Duncan's autobiography.
Australasian Chronicle, January 16th, 1841.

I am utterly at a loss to conceive what Duncan did with
this unique memorial of Trzde Union activity, Miss
Duncan, hie sole surviving descendent, can find no trace
of either the medal or the address. It 1e more curious
that she neverheard her father mention the incident,
although he valued highly a watch which was presented
to him in '42;, and which she still has in her possesseion.
Several times,=fter the split in the movement, Duncan
was taunted wi th having in his possession a medal "of
which he was once very proud", and I have wondered whether
his anger was enough toc cause him to have the medal
melted down, In 1845, he was £600 in debt, through the
fallure of the "Weekly Register". But there was nothing
petty in the man's character, and I hesitate to believe
my own suggestion.

NOTES - CONTINUED.

I suggest the following as the names of:
The Ten Associated Trades of December, 1840.

1. The Cabinet Makers and Upholsterers' Union, formed 1833.

, The Journeyman Compoel tors of Sydney, formmed 1835.

S. The Shipwrights' Benefit Society, formed 1837.

4, The Operative Carpenters and Joiners of Sydney, formed
March, 1840,

5. The Trade Soclety of the Enginecrs, Millwrights,

Founders end Smiths, fomrmed Marcﬁ, 1840.

6. The Operative Painters, Plumbers and Glaziers of Sydney,
formed April, 1840.

7. The Union Society of Operative Cordwainers, fommed
June, 1840. '

8. The Operative Boot and Shoemakers of Sydney in full
existence January 21st, 1841.

9. The Journeymen Tailore (who organised a strike in

August, 1840).
10. The Journeymen Bakers who, "as a matter of course,
turned out™ in '41.

37./
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38.
39.
4.
41,

ﬁ.

50.
581,
52.

54.

-

I doubt whether the Coachmakers were in existence even in
1859. They would probably enter into the Carpenters
and Joiners' Society of Marech, 1840.

Australasian Chronicle, April 15th, 1841,

do. do. ' October 20th, 1841.
Sydney Gazette, February 26th, 1842,

The key is in Duncan's short history: "The emancipist
agitation was about to be succeeded by a violent strife
between the elements of aristocracy snd democracy, when
the monetary crash of '43-4 interfesred.”

8ydney Gazette, December 23rd, 1841.
March 2nd, 1842,
Duncan's phrase: Australasian Chroniecle, March lst, 1842,

Sydney Gazette, February 17th, 1842, Macdermott is
characterised as the leader of a "very noisy party",
while a letter of his is called "a political manifesto”.
(Pebruary, '24).

Who had issued t0c many immigration orders in his first
three yeare, and was now profiting by experience.

The answer to the petition against coolies came in '43,
I transeribe it:-

Downing EStrest,
8th August, 1843.

8ir:

I ha ve received your despateh, No. 37, of
27th March last, forwarding a petition to the Queen,
aigned by persons principally of the working classes
in Sydney, against the importstion of cooliez or other
labourere from India, into the Colony of New South Wales.
You will acquaint the petitioners that I have laid their
petition before the Queen, who was plessed to receive
it very graciously, and Her Majesty's Government have

no measures in contemplation for permitting the emigration

of coolies into New South Wales,
Stanley.
To Gipps:

It would perhaps not be unfitting to add -
God esave the Queen.

See Commission on Masters snd Servants Act, 1845..

Even although transportation ceased in 1840, the Governmente
agsigned servants lasted until 1845 or 1846.

"Guardian" nowapupér.
Probably, however, Sutherland exaggeé?d the figures.
Atlas,
do May 16th, 1848,
See Webb: "History of Trade Unionism™: wunder "Duncombe".

55./
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55. The motto of the "Citizen".
56. The Spectator, January 5th, 1846. ;
57. Heads of the People, May 1st, 1847.

58, Notably Camden., The A.A. Coy. also began to sell, Its
& monopoly had. been destroyed a year or so earlier,
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