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, 0 .a 0 B D. 

Beenu . o the unoert ln u e or ortune, onoe 

o dess, to-d y teri 1 ed into the Poree of Co peti t on, 

re 11 mono 011sts ee ing to er t.e ac rel ty ~- nd r x 

our r" c • s m y b err cte by a... ntro1 ng the - "r et, 

or o uo1ng a Th on , though com, on, s 

1 b e to r vesbu s,. the ot er i the r rogat-r ve o-f' 1 

g niu. 

Our -oern in th s thes 1 it. ono O .t.. con-
trol1" n ,. r t . It 1 our bus n to 1 quire into doubl 

Land and Labour soaro1 ty, to trace an opposition extending over 

ixty 1 - re' riod., nd to estimate the v1at.or 1 s rice. 

T ful _y at t e d o a hort but ry bitt r 

conte t, 1n hie the n torm or an o d onopoly 6 C ttered 

to the ind by the overpowering strength or ta oppon nt. 

ut th re s no div ·on for the T Sni rl.t. The 

e ~rth broo over the 1 v n Aee unt1 fter 

nd 1 n our o . n d y h s ; ri n 1 n St r n th i r n t 1 n Ber.u t y, 

ovement .str,mgely -in to th t broken P st. 

rt 1 y kno edge or t s kin hip which e; ,boldens 

to offer t s i it d t e . U on a ong- ried · ubJeot. 

P rhap t .i no ·J e ge i . o the just1 o t1on or my 

understan ing. for the et, it i slnoer in thou ht nd 

ob rv t1on. 



CHAPTER I. 

TH CONVICT SYSTEM. 

Despite the 1ntegrl ty or Auetra.11 1 a first governors, 

oppo ing orce ere spee 1ly a t in , otion, hieb by intensiry-

ing the m ny difficul ties o,f the ne convict colony, th arted 

the o ntral government, diverted authority and aint ned is-

cord. Foremost ong suoh influences aa the New South ales 

Army Corpe, the Governor's nomin 1 and only pon ainst 

the in"'ubord1 ation or the convict , nd t e disobedi ce of 

the settlers. Et bli hed in England in 1789, it oon 1 tad 

of oldier-prl sonars rrom the S voy (a m1 11 t .. ry p r son of 

d s r c ful char cter), and other men ho, said Bunter bltte y, 

"h ve been considered a dis ra.ceru to every other regiment 

in His jesty' Servioe", and comm nded by officers t 

lea ~t sun crupul ous s el ev r. h~ther Ph.llip' s stron 

band could h ve controll e n 11 those old t i l ors and hoe-

m kers, stay-makers, man-mil l iners, tobacconists, and pedl a.rs 

th t ere ca led captain and 1 utenantsff1 • is doubtful: but 

in the 1 ue his dep rture as tn ir chance; prov· ing an 

o portuni ty ro r a three ye. rs' mill tary despot1. sm, oirected 

onl by th t "r ge tor traden 2 • hicb Collins o continu 1 y 

1 enta. rs. c rtbur exp ain d in one of her 1 tters t t 

the m1 1 t ry control ed the co ony 's tr d , ther by r venting 

n onopoly nd the imposition th t ould othe ise be pr ctised 

by ma ters of h1pa.u 5 • But ell enough as t ounds,to 

substi tut po ibla ephemer l c mbin tions, by a ful y-fledged -monopoly ich s sec red in it 1 ter stages by "comb1n tion-

bondtt 4 • as proceeding of doubtful benefit to the colony. 

Al goods brought to the colony ere, s ,t+ resu t, sold 1rat 

to the officers ho "resold to all the colony at 100 per cent. 

prof t, nd often more.tt5 • Rum bought t 

fot 50/-, d tobacco bought at Rio for 5d., co 
65/6. • oreover, tobacco and p rticularly rum 

t1oal y the sole med1 of exchange, the de nct for them thu·· 

ru rni shi rig/ 
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furnishing to the nterpr1s1ng militia n incalculable source 

or r venue. Rum could al ob manuf ctured from he t, 

grown upon the ofric r's r nts or land by convicts ho, o 

l te s the time o Hunt , were fed and c. othed byte 

Government. 

I never aw pace, deel Pal r, " h re 

an could o soon ak r o rtune, and th~-t by th faire st 

me ns - a rioul ture. The officer have lre dy one it, nd 

thi in 18 o tha.n7 • And ing out of the dept· of 

gr t bi tterne rites to England or John carthur, the most 

1 fted off nder. "He came h re in 1790 more th n £500 in 

debt, nd is no rth t least £20, 000. His emp oyments 

durin 11 ye r h ve been making a 1 rge fortune, (2 ) helping 

hi brother offic~rs to mak all ones, ostly at pub ie 

ex en e, nd (3) so ing discord nd strif .n8 • 

To the e man, nother opponent, Judg Advoc be 

tkins fling the eutt ng ords: "Return to your ori in 1 

nothin ! Beleve e n one t and industrious et y-m ker is 

a more honour ble nd more useru me bar of society tan suoh 

n s I now hod you to be.a9 • 

AP. n t such oombin t1on nd suoh a eader, "the 

ould-be rbit r or the colony",lO. it as impossible for either 

Govern ent, 1 settlers or convicts to m ke pro re s. ore 

n tural it or the corruption to spread do nw rds, throu h 

the officer to tbe sma er settlers, and through the ran s 

or the corps to the convicts ·th ho the members or the 

corps did not think it sh e to a soci ta. 

community as 1nvolved. But hile recalcitrant 

mi .>ht ' be opposed, settl rs on over by j -uaieious patronage (so 

th t ·only once do e hear or combin tion .amon 

"'rhe Prata n 1 Society of Norfolk Is." ., ·ii. . hich 

auppre ed by the Governor), and the corps m~ ht be 1 

by . sh re in the actua business o plunder, 12• the 1 bouring 

classes ere a uch more · troublesome propos· tion. 

Thou 



Though, prisoners from the hu ks and re ons tor 
ha n ton h d no use, thee men ere the sole source or 

labour power and actual y 1n posse sion of a consider b e 

economic e pon. In this rich but erei l ss country either 

men laboured or the sett em nt starved. The members or first 

fleet h d pitched tbei r tents by the banks of a eree in the 

midst or a buey facin the sea, and obviously there w a nothing 

or it but to cut down trees, grub out ·roots ( urning out 

tumps had to be diseovered) and dig up ground for oult1va.t1on. 

Later hen more f rtile soil s discovered on the B~ kesbury,r 

nd tiny settlements formed, there ere roads to be laid, 

fenoea.; and barric d a con tructed a a.inst d n ere i thin and 

1 thout, log huts erected, and a · thousand d one obvious 

form of we th to be ore t-ed by sheer labour po er. The cap-

ital onn or the colony .ere in the giftof its first orker, 

the convict • 

Ho a this po er to be controlled? 

It as not a m11i t ry problem, though perhaps ny . 

or us hav imagined it s mere y matte of crime and 1 ta 

punish ent. It is true t t countless instano df brutality 

could be adduoed to prove that 1 re prop rtion or the 

convicts e e lashed, tortured and killed to exact obedie ce 

an to set n examp e. But, as B rton h s pointed out, these 

punishments ere i aooorda.noe with the prevailing E.nglish 

code, and re lly e.n exte sion or a habitual tti tude. 15 • The 

system was economically disast'rous, and ·if' carried to an e.x.... 

treme poi t meant ruin ror the colony. Under it, men rett 

sullen or rebellious, and simply refu ed to ork. tJ'hi a blank 

refusal, or eucce sful go-so policy had a great de 1 to do· 
th the early crises, combining w1 th the inexperience or fttast-· 

er nd men, the uncert- nty o the sea.sons, and the H kes..b~ry 

flood,, top ce t Oolony on b twas often a t rvation ·diet. 

Moreover, if en were fore d to ork fro da n till · 

dus, throu h noonday hour whose r eroe bes t - a undreamed or 
in/ 
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in Eng l and's benigna nt c l imate, eoantily fed, ,sometimes naked, 14• 

e.nd under thre a.t of the histl ing lash, the white slaves died 

like fliea. 'l'he sun blaze fiercely enough to-day upon men 

who ork by a. de-.;;olete railway station not vary ra.r from oue 

o the branohea or the Hawk:esbul'y-: do t hese workers kno that 

it as truly ritte n or city-bred Engl ishmen that "about 800 
15died ln 6 months at a place called ffoon,gabb1 e?-11 • 

Yet fatal ae were the er·rects of convict diso1pl1ne 

upon men and t skmastera equa· ly, the nature of the evil, and 

the neeess1ty for more. merciful treatment er-e not clearly 

perceived, and we see an irregul a,r use, abuse, and negleet of 

punishment according to the relative insight or the authority 

concerned. It as only the irregularity or the syst.em, terrible 

enough in the abuse whiob was, fter all, the means or saving 

the colony from utter starvation. 

Clearly the problem was economic. It wa- to provide 

en ith an ino·ent1ve, an.d with reward t angible enough to evoke. 

willing and ungrudging exercise of labour-force: in r ot to 
determine the w ges of labour. 

But let ua remeinber that the eonvicts were primarily 

"government men", working for the central authority. I · the 

orr·oera had been provided with thetr o·n labour, these 'govern-

ment men' could have engaged in pub l ic worke, cul tivated the 

Governmen.t Domains p roducing rood both ror themselves nd ror 
an outside popul ation, and -perh -p s ro r export. Ea.ch convict 

might have possessed his o n plot of l a nd on a perpetual lease 

from the Government {Phill ip .half dreamed of it), and a aat~afied 

and contended yeomanry be"Em created. A practioal opportunity 
I 

ror the trial of State Socia ism l ay re .dy to hand. 

13ut the off'ioer-9 ·were not provided ~"i th l abour, , sad 

ere ro~ced to depend on convict labour. Yet thee same tionviots 

were urgently needed _by tlie Government to engage in the public 

orks $0 necessary f-or" t4e stability ot the settlements. . .~bvioue. 

ly a compromise must be . ar-ranged - and arranged it as, 1n . t.h-e 

time/ 
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time or the first Governor. The oonvict 1 s time 10as split 

into sections, part being devoted to Government wort, and part 

to work for tbe settlers. Because of this, and a ·ao because 

the oonviot would ork better, the Government system was based 

on taakwork. B-ut einoe numbers -of men oompetin_g 1n a gang 

ould perronn the t sk 1n an average time, the task work rew 

to be regularised by e. customary time of perfomanoe more e:r 
less binding on the convict. The "government ta le" as t hus 

not only pieoe but time : ork, along th_& sWll·t:a lines as the "task" 

or the modern Taylor system. Where a man could not, Ol" ould 

not perform the given work in the given time, the latter as 

saorifioed, and th.~ man• compelled to f1n1 sb the task "in his own 
time" •16• The. conviot' s own time waa that portion or his day,_ 

hen fTeed from Government labour, he might if he pleased woTk 

for the settler. 

Clearly it as to the interest or the settle-r to see 

that the eonviet bad as te Government tasks as possible-, o that 

the ~1me gained might be empl·oyed on his rarm. The settle-rs' 

fie. ds., granted ror nothing ere crying out for labour, and there 

a no labourer but the eonviot •. 

This i t e explanation of the numerous regulations 

hiob the Gqve rnment found itself forced to pass concerning the 

hours of s.bour. 17 • 

Phillip• s first regulations concerning the hours of 

bour, sho thi eurious custom fully stablish&d. Government 

labour as .rrom -5-9 a . m.-, ·and 'from 4-5. 50 p .m. 18 • Evidently_ 

he altered the e, ·beoaus-e when the mi l itary government made its 

first labour regu ation, ·· as soon as Phillip had ~eft, so that 

"-the oon viat had more time given the~ t,o bear the he· t of th.• 

. day a_nd make t;. emael ves comfortable at,~:m;.;19 • t;he or:!.gin~i 
labou1· hours were re-introduced . 'The·periods varied dur.1:ng 

st,mmer · and winter, making. in all about T hours Government ·.·ork 

in sµnun_er, and 6 hours' ln winter (during the ilitary Govel'nz;lent). 

As ean be seen from Phillip ' s regulation , the time a.a divided 

into/ · 
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into t o shifts, . leavin the intervening periods of 7 and 6 

hour '-" f ,r · the sett ers' 1ork. Col lna'mero ul e an t i on • 

is o course a verb 1 dip .0 1 oy. 

Hunter's r gul ~ons y be t aken as a stand rd ror 
future guid nee·. He abolished th s 1ft plan, and in isted 

th t Government ork should be done in a block from d n till 

l 
21. .m. 

'!'he ordinary Gov rn en t convict as, by the gu tion 

o~ ·October~ '~51 forced to ork gen rally 10 or 11 hour day. 

hi settlej ater into a f1xed io hours. 22• h re s ms to 

b ve been doubt . bot the conviot's week-end. t fir t h 

s given a11 · S ,turd y and Sund y for himself, but 1 ter Gove:rn-

ment rk as rfo ed on S turday mornin • 

e a ri o e these detailed considera tions m y seem, 

yet they indicate very importan t fa ture of th oonvictts 

life, n e Y, his "timen rights. He mig t be forced to or 

for the overnment, but t le st his hours ere def1ni.tely 

11m1 ted, ther a s .. eol. a l prov· sion for free perio s. 

ore intere ting till, during such fre period he 

· s p id, ge nerally by the pi ce. tura~ly the settl r 1 a 

only me ns of obtaining good ork, a s to recognise g 

syste and competitive payments. Th prices • eked by the 

1 bourers ere considered very h" h, although, to modern e es, 

they re but re ona.ble. Huriter, ho ever, bee e really am-
ed .. t the magn · tude of the au dem nd ed , and dete in d in '95 

Col ins details the situ tion. " combinQtion 

appe ring amon the bou:ring eople to r i e the p ice of 

re pin for ay, the governor, bein a. de irous to encoura e 
•.. 

industry as to cheok every att pt at position, thou b t, it 

neceasary,on comp ring our th ~h e price. usually p id 1 

England, to direct th t 10/- and no more sbou d be demsnded or 

iven by any sett er, underpin of losing the si stance of 

the government, for reaping an acre of he t .. It as uah 

fe red/ 
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ttfeared that this order would be but little attended to, and that .. 
23 some means would be de~11sed on both sides to evade 1 t. u • 

'?he rear as Justified, and the settlers themselve.s 

Hunter issued the following Government and general order. "It 

is the Governor's deei re th.at the settl ers in eaoh di strict 

do appoint among them.se-1 v.e·s qua.rterly meetings for the purpose 

of settling the r a te ot ages to labourers arid others whom they 

have. occasio t -o hire:. that an agreement for this purpose be 

er wn up in rlting to whioh -eaoh settler -in the diatr1et is to 

subscribe his name: that a p-enalty ror any breaoh of tbia 

"' ritten agree ent be _fixed by the general opinion, and inserted 

in the. ,vrit1ng7 and which in case or rorf'e1 ture will be reoovered 

by a civil court: that they reso 1ve together for hat purpose 

suc-b. · orreiture shall be applied for the general be efit of their 
24own district.n • A copy of this remarkabl e agreement as to 

be tran-sm1 tted ta headquarters, and "the r ate of gee they have,r 

or may from tie to time establish.. " 

published detailed age statement being enabled . from the rates 

delivered to him from tbe different districts to fix e. mean rate, 

hich he conoeivas to b~ fair and equitable, between the farmers 
25. ' and the labourers. It oopsisted of a 11st of ·o ,ver twenty 

simple farming oper tion!3, against whio.li was p oed . the pieee-

ork price. 

In addition, _however, time wa ea and r tions ·ere g1 ven, 

and ror the· first time a _f-,;ee labourer _,. _as.distinguished :f~•·~a · ,. 

Government man , by being paid 2d. more per ~~Y. 

In January,. '97, 

T he Gove~ent 

man was to -be peid 104-.;-,p~i day. 

i th very few a"l.·teratione Hunt; ·rt"e ··scheme was 

so ta,lt .as it applied to: conv1ets, untit, ;n 'December, 181 . ,• 0:n 

the estab i shment or thtf Colonial Bank, ··arid· -the. consequent "; -.~ 

suppression or that vi!'e medium of oireulat{on termed the , ~lonial 
,t ~· ' , · -~ 

cur!ency, bet ·een which _=a.;nd Bri tieh stg. the- re used 

dlff:erenoe of value from 50 to 100 p-er ~,ant_., 26• the 

to 



l&bour as also eorreoted. Still, however, Ma.c'Qua:rie' s order 

publishes a detailed 11st of prices for peoif'ie tanning · 

operetions, and the es-tablished r~te of wages 1 still £10 a 

year. After 1819, bowev;.e:~, the piece_ work prices are not 

published in 'l'egg' s Y ·rly Almanac,· nd after a2·s, the yearly 

.ages do not again appear. By this time Bigge•s investigations 

had been tbe means of' introducing a sterner policy of convict 

27 •· discipline, and convicts were di ·sallowed from claiming wages. 

The dee de t ·ollowing was a period of horror ror tbe eonviet, 

who h d no right to elaim even tbe olotbea that he ore. More-

over, the extension or the system of private assignment, so 

strongly recommended bf Bigge, carried -1th 1 t gross abuses, 
.. 

rende-ring tb_e conviot in e:v-ery 'truth the &la.-ve at •hose treat-

ment history bas shuddereG. 

Maoquarie had 1ven ay to theories of adamant • 

. · Bourke's more me roiful regulations in 1855 limited 

tbe summary po e.rs or ma.gist:ratee with respect to conviot ser-
. 28 .~-t h -.c t dva.nts, - • g ve to the lat.tar oertm..in uman 1.-.gh s of foo _, 

shelter and clothing and 1nsi sted on the rights. of tbe central 
29 autho r1 ty. • 

In 1858, asslg ment oeased, and in 1840 the last con-

vict arrived. But up to the period of Bigge' a inveatige.ticm, 

the remarkable fef:lture or the oonvict system as 1 ts. looseness 

e.nd irregularity. We hav~ been at some pains to describe 

the details of the laboul." system, eo that the oonviot 1 s separate 

runetions might be observed. We have seen that his two labour 

period·~ were der1n1 tel1 separated r rom eaoh other, and th-at·, in 

eaeh he had pr1 vileges ,wl:tt·oh beoame rights• As a Government 
. 

man, he received no wages -ror a forced task, £he visible token 

or aerti tude. But, as a :bompeti ti ve labou:reri he receive,f & 
h 

definite age allowance, such s any wage labourer might ob_1i.ai.n. 

Moreover, "the fixed wage wa.s necessarily a minlmum. 

as too aoarce ror· Hunter ·ts regulations to be ,obeyed by JI(&u who 

ere free to take or le ve ork as they pleased, and hat 

attempts/ 
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att pt ere made to enrorce these fixed wages ere, fter a , 
a recognition of the convict• s right to receive them. Th• 

re u tions ere cert nly not success in the ear11e period. 

The following table illustr tea th differenoe between the 

price p 1d 1 nd thee tabllshed rte in July, 1800: 

Pieoe ork. Prie r1xed. id. 

ror falling Qff, burning 
off and breaking up . 
an ore or~ground •• £2: 1B: 0 £5: 5: 0 

Rea.ping he t per aore 10: 0 13:11 (Parr atta)
2:11: 6 (Ha kesbury) 

S wing plank per 100 •• 7: 0 1: 1: 5 

Ti.me Work. 

Day's · ges th board 1: 0 5: 050. 

. ith more settled government, these hi h prices (though 

1 t mu t be remembered th t the st ted money v ue r presented 

any oommo ity, preferably rum) fell oons1 erab y. But, even 

in 1820, the Gove nt st temen ·s by no means inv ri ble, · nd 

fluctuates ccording to th pressure of circumstances. Hannibal 

o rthur's evidence in this connection is intere tin. 

Question: Answer: 

Do the age of 1 bour continue Them gistrate would settle 
to be regul ted by the sche - a _dispute for es by this 
u e that appe rs in th A ac schedu e except where a 
of thi year? positive agreement appeared: 

but 1t does not exhibit an 
exact statement of the usual 

age of labour. For in-
stance, thraahi ng and c e.i:,in-
in h . tis Od. and marked 
in the schedule 8d. Peneing 

nd railing re 5d. less · 
than the price commonly 
given, and this applies to 
most other item. 

K carthur also state th the h s been forced to 

devote no leas tha.n two-thirds of his time to m isterial business, 

the greater part being concerned ith disputes bet een masters 
51. and servant a. 

It/ 
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It is. evident then that the oonv1et labourer combined 

the functions of serr and freeman, w1 thin a eur1oue economio 

frame: that government r _egul ation was or l ittle ,practical 

value, gui ding rather t~en ruling, and th t the duality had 

ar1 sen, and the regulations proved 1neffeoti va, bee use or the 

scarcity of labour. 

or regular hours, government tasks, and or a age system. All 

thia had b-een possible because or the continual oall whio.ll tbe 

original 11-0nopolists had be-en able to make, throu h power 

generated by trade fortunes, and by a three years' mili ta.ry 

government (during whi ch land was given away wholesale to 

111t~ry officers), upon the oentral authoritie . ; - Bunte r, King, 

Bligh and Ji cquarie might oome and- spend their very life blood 

1n fighting for the health of a country not their own, anci fa11J 
' . 

Hunter whimpered, and King_, strong man -as be was, gre. d~sperate. 

Bligh _for all his aoi ee was beaten, and even politic Macquarie 

with his brand new regiment, destroyed what he had a.ecomplished 

in the di ss~lution of the New Sou th Wales Corps, by granting a 

rum monopoly - Curious 1 t surely wae, t hat the only hope or 
opposition lay in the laboar monopoly hloh owed its very 

weapons of wage- status and positive independence to the oall of 

the monopolists themselves. 

Consider th1 s convict Dh teri al, '1.a Jumble or thieves, 

out-throats, swindlers, forgers, rebel s, p.oachers,. ruined gam-

b ers nd · fraudulent d~b)ors. tr52 • Al though po i tical prisoners 

like th,e Scotch Martyrs, titled gentlemen like Sir Henry Browne 

Hayes., and peculiarly int-elleetual and refi.n'ed prisoners like 

Dr. Bland were not gene_rally set laboartng, but granted fflma 

or orr101a1 work such as st:ti ted their tastes,- yet the settlement 

was ao small that the etlr of rebellious th0tJght eould no~ ,- out· 
trou~le all ranks .or society. The plaints of Hunter, "a nice 

sensib~a old man11 , t.oo bone-at and -ell mean-ing and stupid ~to ."· · 

do m.orf3 than w:ri te home· pa.t:}1etie let.teTe about the wicked:ri~_s& · · 

of all classes, the ann~.y;ances to whLoh ling was .subJected., and 

tbe/ 
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the famous quarr l between him and the wily , _ac rthur, hich 

.ended 1n tbe l a ttert s defeat turning to 

hi 5,000 ·aores at Camden, and the goodwi l and poei ti ve nd-

mi ration ·of a nation of clothiers: the muoh more exc1 ting 

B11 h- aoarthur imbroglio, and the inev1 table triwaph or the 

rebellious officer, by which in truth, he became arbiter or 
the colony: A 1 this as quite S\lrely, a s r. Ev tt points out, 

the challenge or a ne order. This is a. land here, from the 

beginning, authority as ,o,pposed by po;wer EU1· here a ne man 
· 331th this crew or "lluxter ctr1oers" • might ~et government 

fte?' government by the, ears. 

During the nineties oeme tae Irish oonvicts, rebell-

ious thro,ugh sheer heart-break .for t'be efforts that had tailed, 

to prevent the fatal ~nion of 1801. !fbe wise t or tb 

Holt became law-abiding and flourishing, bttt there ere numbers 

or the Defenders who eould not thus lightly forget their 

'repub ican' sentiments. The e t"omented the Castle Hi 1 

mutiny - a politlo .1 and not an eoonomi.c. episode. Sufficient 

evidence . this, that. the laboarers in the new country were _by 

no means cowed by t e severities or the 'system'. 

For however arbi trJtry in the order, author! ty was e .x-

tremely ax in the execution. The oonvicts and the military 

asaocisted, as s atura. , on lmost equ 1 terms, except thaty 

in case of a diff renoe the m1 l itary took wh t the convicts 

considered e.n unfair advantage of the1.r position. 54• It , wa~ 

even at one time suggested, by the Home Government th t convlota 

should be sked to en ist in the New South Wales Army Corp~, · 

ainoe the numbers bad been grea tly di{llin1shed, 35• a.-nd 

duoteo · convicts had it in . their po·wer to beoome almost 

pleased. 

~· -

ere uearly all convicts., ·many of whose sentenees had not' ~i~ired, 
' '·.. 

and whose good conduct,. even? had not o-e·en proved. 

tion· of sentences to -shorten terms as leoked ,upon, not as 
' . 

.a 

pri vi 1 eg.e 
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privilege but a right, and the Government eventually oodiried 

rules which re found to be n inc ntive to th erform noe 

of ood work. Convicts posses ed person l pro erty snd land; 

they bou ht nd sold, ued for debt ( thou h this s infre-

quent) and ntered into contract. Until 1825 the convict 

as either in r ct, or potentially a f?'ee man. He was not a 

slave, not a rf, but a "l bourer". An l ays over the 

ed e or temporary ubordination, beckoned freedom. 

born, be died free after the ppointed sentence h d run its 

course. 

Of all 'labourers' the mechanic was most highly 

prized an his services gre tly valued. So late a 1855 Bourke 

u es the old m tbod or valu tion, ·hereby a mechanic 1 set 

do n a orth either two or three ·abourers. 27 • An ever pTe ent 

problem i th the Governm nt s ho to u e to best dv nt e 

the limited number av· able. ot until the immigration or 
1840 ·as the colony satiefi&d th tit h _d enou h of these skill-

·ed orker , nd not u til 1845 did it ackno 'ledge th t there 

ere too many. 

But be ore these d te the mechanic s a very valuab e 

posses ion, and 1 t a only th the utmost difficult that 

settler ere ble to obtain as · gned mec _. anics. The Governm nt 

needed all 1 t could obtain, nd asslgnea them .:1th much re uc-

t nee. '!'he ech ani c ' s age ere hi h s compare 1th the 

labourer's, being recogni ed 3/- for day' abour, and 5/_;_ 

including bo rd. They orked ten hour ad y and six hours 

on 8 56turday. • 

'!'his labour ri_stocracy s al aye exo-eedin ly 

independ nt and often insolent, ere ting anger centre in the 

l~bourin cl es hioh the Government vie e 1th une s1ne·$S. 

The me.ohaaj.cs r taliat.ed by doing t eir best to avoid Government 

ork, th 1 t continu 1 d nger or rl son compounds or ·road 

an s; and ny conoea ed their tr des, despite the ri ak' or 

puni ebment. 57 • · 

Tr de en/ 

https://taliat.ed
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'l'i- desmen whose serv1oes were not required by the 

Government, auoh a.s "tailor..., shoemakers and others" are most 

rre uently selected by overseers and clerks in different 

offioes at Sydney., on eondi tion of paying them genera_ly a 

weekly sum or 10/- reduced to 5/- if the convict gives up the 

Government rat1on. 58 • 

Convicts ho bad money ~.1e:re in the habit of paying 

needy freemen to gain them as nominal ass1 gnees, and then to 

practise t their trade a~ they wished. 59• 

or tree labourers under the convict sy tem there 

1 s not a great deal to be said. 1th a mistaken notion or the 

1mport&nce of the. subject, I at first spent muoh time in an 

attempt to differentiate the convict rrom the free labourer. 

But I was gr dually convinced by the evidence, th t no vl tal 

di atinctions ere made between ttle two, and that, on the eon-

trary, there 1s a continua tendency to merge both under the 

tam 'labourer'. Collins points out th~t "in the infaney or 
the oo1 ony, but 11 ttle as to be gained by their being re,atored 

40to the ri gbts and pri vilegea of' free people11 , • and , al though ., 
the Government w s na.tura.lly roroed to recognise the freeman's 

. tatus, yet he .a found to be a eontim1al source or trouble, 

disreputable in habits, and_ l less in char oter. H.e is, 

in fact, the rebel or the community, refusing to ooeupy the 

land whi .ch was given away to any deserving expiree, nd living 

by his· wits. 

For the gem of the labour movement, we do not look 

to. the freeman, but to the Government conviot, parUcularly 
.. 

to the mecbanie, with his :regular hours, his def1n1 te wage~; 

and his economic worth. ··This restless and favoured labour 

arLstoeraoy as already instinct with a. st-rong lab-ou r e n_$c1ous--

nees, ·_generated by a con,tlnued opposition to monopoly and ? 

extortion. These ware tbe men likely to grow ·indignant :«:J!'i .er· 

summtu.-y punishments" of .2$ to 50 lashes for idleness, 41 • ai,f_to 

resent the payment of honest o rk in ruff!, tobacco or whe t, ·~ 
which/ 

https://rat1on.58
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w iob •~ .,lut on the ar e-t. The meehanlc surrered 

least, but their superior int lligenoe waa mo t ooneoioue 

or abu e • 

Bigge''" comp aint ( uided, so it is hinted by the 

1nf"lt ~nae or the aoarU1ur faot1on) as th -t ttsu.rr1e1 nt atten-

tion had not been .,. d to the super .ority that it is so e ....sen-

tial to pre rv in the relation or ster and servant." 

His Jud1oious y o osen obr sea olotbe the 'reel 

oentre or the trouble. Inste d of being cowed, the 1 bonrer 

s defiant., and even ma teria p-uniahm nts, suob e .. ere 

revealed in the • ort.ure P·rooeedings" of 1826, 42 • had been 

net'"feeti ve in am nd1ng his oondu0t.. The cry or noonviot -

di se1pUnett, wb1ch 'Bigge .set rolling tbwn th& twemt1es &nd 

thirties ·as not 1ng but the ag1 t e.t1on of an tt xo us! ve party" 

in tenor ro-r a -syi\: ·\em hieh had ra11ed .. 

It 1 b oause or thi thirty year ' history that t 
am. disinclined to agree ·1th Mr. tf,ortboote 1n neglecting the 

convict a . r etor in ustr 1an sooi~l develo -ent. It eems 

to me that, up to 1822, the convict is no 1 ·s to be reokoned , 

i th, tha.n the ree 1.abourer after th- t d te, nd th at t e line 

or descent runs clearly rro• th 1822 convict to the free 

1mmi rant, who enaouraged by favourable rep rte or · the proposed 

ne. y ste no begi~ a to r1_ti ve. he_ oliay ro lowin on ·the 

adopt on of Big• -'s ,eport m..:rks a rundam-ent l change tro• a 

convict aett1 ement to a new oo ony for free-horn Engl ! _. en. 

e can afford, in this discu al.on, ·to neglect the slave ayste 

now 1ntroduo d. .It ru its own evil course, hardening the 

masters but not greetly arreoting the Labour Movement. 

e turn to th rr ·e immigrl.4nts ho Joined 111th t.he 

yearly quote of ex 1ree .. , now begin to p-rei,s heavily upon ?tbe 

un:ooou:pied 1 nds round the emall settlement -, e - ch n farmer 

being f .o·rced to elect 1 nd at e. further diat.911ce frOla:l tb -e 

to nship. But Qny ;ere unwilling to beoo e pioaeera, through 

per anal fear or t ·11y re·sponsi1'111t1es; otber-s again possess-

ing na.t.ur l . ptitude tor tr de, r garded Sydney as their 

-r1gbttul/ 
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rightrul dwelling plaoe. Moreover, the ages of skilled 

labourer were high, a.nd t tbi period consider _bly more than 

were given in England. Wil ·1ngly or unwi lingly, the free 

labouring class begins ·to rise through the sheer pressure or 
popul tion be ring down upon land monopoly hich cedes never 

an inch, and drivef back the population into the ei ty. That 

the ebb and flow did not pass unnoticed 1 s proved by a refer-

ence in 1856 to the olaim of disappointed emigrant in 1828 

n .ho, through the malversations of the Darling Government 1th 

every rightful custom.ary title, never received to this- hour, 
45. a s1ngle acre. n 

'fhe new orl meets the old, bitterne and 1ndependenc 

go har1 d in h nd w1 th a traditional aubmi ssion, already ha f 

banished by the great adventure ot a long voyage, across troub-

lous se s to new l nd. e do not ar ue th'at the Austr lian 

L bour ovement wse due -either to the "currency 1 ds" ~r to the 

immigrants. Much as due to the- 1.nt1uence of a thirty years' 

eonviet sy tem under the oondi tion we have desert bed. But the 

curious feature about the convict and the eXpiree is th t,thou b 

strong in the spirit of antagonism, he ie generally _un~ble to 

help himself. Free enough to kick against the pricks, he was 

not able to revolt successfully, and (so far as I have knowledge) 

ttempted only once a political and not rut cono.mic revolution. 

He as both a tree man, nd a Government man, free. to obey but 

not free to command. Like the system, he had become centralised. 

It aa the ere tive elem nt which the convict lac ed. Others 

might help him, himself he eould not save. 

This 1s the reason that movement oantrea generally aroun 

the ore arre tin figures cf the ne ly arrived immigrant_. What 

the emancioiat la~ked in direction and management, the emi rant 

· ho had braved so re~t dangers was ab e ·to supply. ovement, 

di reetion d decision ere his contributions, but the · peeu iar 

form and colour had long ago been set in convict moulds. ·-, Of 
i 1this our hole argument ehall be the proof. 

https://the-1.nt
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CHAPTER II. 

THE IWIGRA 'T ECH NIC. 

Ho ever regulated, emigra tion a~ a giant business 

concern, .from. the publ ication or pamphlets de.scri bing the 

nature and attr ctiona of the appointment of ag~nts, the 

-chartering or ships, the fur 1 shing of supp . ies, the port 

of o 11 arrangements, and the despa tch or the hum n cargo. 

As huge international eonnectio.n, its life.-blood as the 

money, patrona e and perquisites rurnis ed by Government, some 

to ose, other to- gain a -populati on. 

Some "'here in du tY piles must ie the history of this 

gre t movement, heretofore, so strangly neglected. Some here, 

too, tbere must be histories, m ny of them we fe r, shffllle · ul, 

or the connections between Government officials, lended pro-

pri tors and emigration . agents. Yet not until tbe human 

motives behind this great exodus are· rightly under tood, 1 1 

our on history lose it.,., obQourlty. 

e kno surely th t there ere interests, and those 

1 port n t ones concerned in the busi.nes • An interesting 

pet tion a - ubmitted to St nley in February, 1 45, pointing 

out tbs re t distre s which h d been c u ed by the ee sat1on 

o emi r tion in '42, signed by no ess th n 51 Eng isb Com-

panies_and a number or .fndi vidual r1 ms. 1 • Ten years earlier 

t .ere ere possibly n-ot so 1 rge a numb r involved, nee 
-

Austral! had only just begun the :reckless policy of spen~i~g 

the newly established- land fund upon amigrPtion. But, even 

at thls date, e canaotr-~afford to ne lect the. business asp~.,t 

or the question. 

In '52 the Emigr tion Commi -ssi one rs of the Colorl1~-

orr1oe 1ere issu1n papers comp ring detailed st temente ot~ 
wages and prices in British North Amerioa an·~ ·Austra.lta 

exag er ting ages and dep reci aUng pri_ees. ~. · 

In '5S, Stanley issued a despatch :s.t _ating ages : and 

prices/ 
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.... 

prioee 1n Au tr ia, .tbouah as th G zette solemnly v rred, . 

referring to ges in rltament.~ry papers, tthe h~d been 

pr viou.sly informed by t e Governm.ent of Ne South lee that 

tbe vd~ges paid in the Colorty ·ere by no meane so ..high. .aa 

state1f in tae printed papErr issued b.Y bis t!ep ·rtment.• 2 &. 4•-

A11d 1n '57 the Australi an Gcv~rnment .. . a •abl. i ehi-ng 

a '35 ,wage- statement as repreee-ntative or Au tre.lian oondi tions:5 

It wou l d not, ho·~Y,e\'er, be rat r ·to ca.st a . l t'be bl:ame 

either on the bum.ness men concerned, or the a,, vernmant author-

1 ties. The a.ctual o.rk or persuading eml grants ·as done b1 

agents who, in extrtivagant language, end by the ·id of b1gh1y 

coloured nano bills., ettsily e o:ribed the advantage of countr 

they had nev r aeen, muon indeed ould be snoken of h1ob the 

ent himself believed to be tru , and more :, ould be left the 

i a.fn .tion where it as to th 

silent. 

BQt in any oase, it as not an es y t .k ror ny or the 

persons concern d to f"ollo ~le!tr y the conste.nt changes or 
polioy intToduoed ·itb e ch auaceesive governor; or to re Ii e 

ho_. quiekly1 in this ne , 1 nd where a l was in the mttkin .-, p enty 

rollo ~ed upon eoarcity or drouqht brought on flna:noi l 

T-he temp,tations to exagger te .ere posA bly enoimoua, 

but the d1ffio.ult1es of' .~ truth- tel er were perhaps equal. 

But these ph loso,hioal oon:a,lusions did not help 

the immigrant who came out expecting to find a lond r10w1ng 

with milk and honey. ftere is a str1k1ng agreement ong , 

r1 te.t-s, th.at bove all 1 t . ·waa land that be sou ht, psrticu .arly 
', 5 

during the t wenties, thi.t'ties and .fol"ties. Mrs. Ch1sbolit.,: · " 

S$Btt&l Sid ey6 • and ·-r1~0,tsky7 • a~e all emphatic in the1 r 
. ~. 

declar t.ion that the -emig·ra..l'lt sought 1 nd, and not mere 

. 

Be e e, · 1th 

diss :tisfied with the· condition or dependency , nxious th•-

ae ves to become ,.all lando ners ho ei 1grated to Au tra-1 • 

flJ f / 
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"If there 1 any regu t1on that more immedi tely ffects any 

recen ly rrived emigr ntn, said lhotaky, "1t is cert nly 

th t re u ating the d ~sposal of crown and waste land:" And 

it the '51 regal tions hioh final y de thi OU d-be 

feomanry impossible. 

lfe have alr dy sbo that l ien Uon or the land w 

the oondit1on for th ppe r~nce of a ree nd resp otable 

labouring cl as: To this sut tion, point is no iven by the 

th a.rted hopes o the '31 and '55 emigrants, and c rltioa 

st ge n the hi ~ory of th Australian L bour Movement is reached. 

Thi ori tioal moment ha t o asp ots. The defin1 te 

alienation of the 1 nd was sufficient to create f:despre d 

di a ti sf ction nd diseonte t, but detannin tion s given to 

the impulse by the beginnings of ystematic immigr~t1~n; nd 

eh ve the stran e but not unnatur 1 spectac of im igran or 
but one or t o ye rs' s andin , prote tin the extension 

or the same ovement which h dbrou h t them to these shores. 

The rking of the e motive is i 1 ustr te by the 

ction of igr t eohanics in the e rly thirti s. It sin 

1831 that land s decl red, in ccordanoe th the vicious 

W ke ield sy tern, to be no lees th n 5/- per ere - "Too cheap 

for the rich jobber and specul • or, it wa not che -P enou _h for 

the poor emigr ntn.8 • Ev n for an w1111n to p y, hat-

land a pp lied for · a a~ immense di stanoe from Sydney, .not 

tr nsferab e from the po er of the Crown ror periods v rying 

from -one to three months, and 11 ble to be snapped up in spite 

of the emigrant's previous applic t on, by · ny weal thy s u tter. 

'rhe ·mode of payment, a l~gioal application ot the 

prinelp es, s m nifestly unjust to the oor man, 

a 10 per oent. de osi t nd the sett ement or the :residue only 

one month fter ards. The olear intention of the · ct as to 

prevent the poor an from becomi g Bourke could 

not help himself in the matter, though later he s strong enough 

to reru e G ene g's request to r sa the rtoe to 12/- per a.ore . 

Gipps/ 
. . ' 
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Gipps perforce obeyed nd in 1845 raised th price to 20/-

per a.ere. It ·as manifestly against his judgment, but he 

d rad do no o ther ise. 

Onoe rs. Chi holm a.ppro ch d him on h .. r pet subj eet, 

the gr nting or .all holdings to the poor n. Gipps court-

eously enou h answered the bri ek and indefa ti ble 11 t t e la y -Q 

n rs. Chisholm, I may entirely pprove of your Jlan, hut I am 
9sent here to carry out the akefield system.n • Prom the 

Governm nt hen, our emigrant had but :1 t~~e pr ctieal sympathy. 

It a lso 1 1831 th _t Lang's Scotch echanios 

rrived, under one o the bet 1 migr tion ystems th t eould 

osaibly have been devi d. The redoubtable Dootor, 4 ho com-

b1ned re t d l of shre dneas nd pr ctie sense i th a hot-
10.headed advocacy of the ri ht of the Scotch, bein at a oss 

for re pectab e or en in Sydney, ski led enough to build his 

Austr 11an College, naturally turned to Seotl nd for a supoly 

or emigrant • The cl er 1men and elders of pari -ha · in Edin-

burgh, Glasgo and Greenoo:k having oertitied re rding the 

or 1 orth and abili t.y of 140 persons~ incl ding the wives and 

children of the mechanics, the men eame out under a contr et 

.1th Lang to eng ge in the ork or building th co lee, agree-

ing to pay back in inst lments the passage money. The suce"8ss 

of the sch e · s evidenced by the greater part of t e mon'ey 

being paid back i thin a f'e ye rs. Moreover, 

re ort of the 1 r t 1~1grants' induced ot_hers t.o 

r·~su t th t, in 1855, no es th n 1,558 person"" had been.· 

ssi sted. 11. These men rormed steady, 1ndustriou and 1n-
te igent cant re in the life of the Sydn y oormnuni ty, 

nwnbe;r ri 1ng in cou r e of time 
I 

to be s-ter orkmen, 

d1. nit. ries and even anded. pro, ri etors. One man·, 

TaY,lor,. arrived in 132 wi-th only £15 in bi - poek t. 12• 

n tive or Stirling15 • •.1.th some. praetieeJ. ~xperienoe in 

matters, 14• after orking .sucoesefullf in . Sydney as a 

contraotor, 15 • he rose to be a Counaillor in Sydney'~ 

municipal corporation, 13• . and doubtless the history or thi:il 
tt 

follow ·.1th the 
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"phi osoph1oal stonemason"1-6• eould be repeated many times over. 

But, in ·1832, the ~rk s at the College sto,pped, antl 

the maoha.nies were thro .n out of ork. Land was unobtain ble, 

and other jobs t the sam~ high r a tes of £2/-/- a eek did not 

immediately present themselves. In the meantime, the ,33 

e !grants ere be inning \o arri ve, ,and the mechanics as a ·body 

began to feal t.he pressure of eompeti tion. A body referred to 
17. . . as the "Society of Emigr nt eoha.nies" met, together to die-

' ct . 

euae the situation. It a determint..ci: to · call a pub lo meeting 

of the orking classes generally o 'f Sydney; 18 • to discuss the 

propriety of petitioning the Secretary or State for the Colonies, 

nd al o the Commissioners of Ernigr tion on the not ble subject 

of "Emigration to this- Colony". ,Sev.eral ·meetings were h.eld 

from June to October, 1838, out or the dlvided cottnsels or whioh 

finally emerged a plan _hioh ou d have some effect 1n easing 

the labour. market. Member of all the different trades in 

Syd.ney ere 1nv1 tad te submit to a central committee -or "working 

meoh nios" (including both emigrants and eman ipists) state-

men t of the wa e e actually received. A full and exa.et dooument 

• as drawn up, ff the .pro'bably demand for 1 bour estimated, and 

ull · nd authentic infomia.tion on other points affeeting the 

interests or the orking olasees" as for , rded to the · o tber 

Country for the 1nfoYm8t1on of intending · migrants "le ving it to 

. their own discretion to emigrate or not. This st tement- 1 .- ae . 
19 

1 

idaly oirou ted a.nd wae used by the Gove-rnment in 1837• • 

The plan or petitioning the ·eome or Colonial Government on · 

emigration was abandoned, but muob excitement as cause~ 1n 

Sy ·nay by a propos,al emanating rrom these meet1ftgs tb ~\ tne Gov-
!!·\ 

' ! '·. :·•· 
ernment sh-ould be petitioned "not t.o grant any more P~180ner 

. r . 

mech n1es to persons holaing si tuaUons under the Gove+_entt1, 
_\ 

and the slightly dif terent proposal th t the ttQc,vern e4~ sltould 
I/ \ -

remove all prisoner meahanlos and tradesmen whstevertt r/~the 
to n of Sydney. The emigrant raised very little ob~~otio\i to 

> l 

. \ 

em ;n.~1¢.sts/ 
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a, 
e :anc1pist.s, and rarely, if ever, refu se d to a.lg te, but 

a reat deal of a tmus as spent on the very re 1 di adv. nt ge 

endured by free men who competed. 1th convict labo•ur. Here 

1 the beginning of the Australian oampai n against a lo ertng 

of the standard or 11reJ 1I'he att tude or oppos·tion as a 

neceas ry means of elf-preservation, foreed upon the orkm n by 

the constant f l ow of 1mm1gr tion. To judiciously regulated 

immigrat on h triedvery h a rd no to object, but hen the 

pre sure of the immigrants foroed into active competition con-

vict and free 1 bour, thu degrading the et ndard, the orkman 

as up in arms. The very freedom or the old convict system, 

· i th its customary ge basis rreoUng still the privileged 

city mech nio , as double men ce and a direet insult to the 

free mechanic striving "to better bis oondi tion." It was, 

1Ji th t e Government a f .inanoial .m- tter, for t e _assigned 01 ty 

meeh nic ·ere supported by Engl i-h funds. But thi exp .nation 

1 no excuse. '!'be Government c nnot be aoqui tted of bl me, ror 

r .efus1ng so persi tent] y to comply with the mechanics' demands. 

The e f re or the people should have been a pram unt consider -

tion in this ne country, even if tbe financi po iey itself 

had to euf fer. One oubts, however, bet r, after 11, the 

assigned mechanics ere orth fighting f o·r, and hether, in the 

end, it ,ould not have paid the Government to cce e to the 
.,

mechanl os' demand a. It as merciless to encourage free immi-

gration and assignment at the s . e time. 'fhe combination of' 

these t o, s indeed responsible for mu.oh or 'the bitterness, 

hioh ultimately diverted the L bour ovement from its ri htful 

'• 
I 

course, enabled the squatters to defea t the Government, and sent 
i 

Gipps home to die. 
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CHAPTER III. 

CO-OPEBA"!ION. 

The early proposa- to petition the Government con-

cerning the oompeti t.ion or convict mechanics being defeated 

a11-ong the meehanies them~elves, some more succe sful me ns or 
relieving the si tuatton s sought. It as n tnral that 

these constitutional Bpi ri ta should think of e tabli shing 

benefit society, copied f?'om ,,hat waa kno n of "similar 

societies in England", by means of hich they co-uld rule and 

relieve their own a-ondi t on. 

A eurious feature in the preliminary discussions on 

the su bJect 1 as that the Sooiety was deal griated "!he Trades 

Union Benefit Soeiet.yn, and was reported by the G zette s a 

oeiety similar to on.a hieh the boat-builders had unsucceasru l y 

attempt,ed to establish over three years _ago, exoept th~1t it 

included other trades beside the ah1p-wr ghts.1 • But, once the 

society w s formally consti tut-ed, the ord "Trade n disappe red, 

nd the ti t . e beeM1e mere,ly the "Australian tlnion Benefit Societ~ 

(A.O. B.S.). In the M.S. minute of '54, the same distinction 

is observed on a page hich the Secreta ry entitles "Minutes 

of Adjourned Meeting or the Australian Union Benefit Society". 

Throu h the wo~d "trades" a ine is dra n. The mistake does 
2. 

not again occur in the bOoks of the soeie,ty. 

In ~he eame month {March, '54), there had been t lk _ 

of establishing a ne · s . aper called "'fhe Australian Union~-::_-to -

be o ned and published by ~n Association, t~e 111embers or wh1eh 
........ <t;· • 

were to contri"bute £1 sh_aiea, u oonst1 tu.ting the holder .a pio~ _. 
prieto,r, and giving -him a voiee in thef el_ac.tlo~ of the o ,c. •. _ . _ 

or management , each proprietor pledging hima45:1'f" to beeom 

sub s9riber." 

People, the good or the , me.ny, in opp-osi.t ion -to · the intef~~ia of_ 

the fett." 

It seems reasonable to believe t .. t the early
,' 

\ schene 

ha'd/ 
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had been to tablish Tr de Onion .Soe1etytt, as a r1 . ht1n 

or .ani s . t1on or th workin people ( ho, by no·, ere reeling 

so qeepl7 :ggrteved) with an acoreditad new·spaper of hi.ch a 

certdn N tban1el Lipscomb tenti .b was to be the- el oted 

editor.3 • But th-a adiioe of more conserv ti ?e irtta n11rr ed 

the vote , '1ltd turned the 8001 ·ty 1nt·o a Union mere y " or 

the lier or tbe , rking cl sees- in New South : a.4, a in t e 

time of io ne\\: s, and other pecuniary distresses." 

copy or the 154 ftu 1 es le n t ,ext nt, but, by the Bev1sed Rule 
4 .of 840, • the Society gives b-enefi ts tor siolmea , death1 

de th or · ember' a :ire, as e 1 a a su~ ·erannu. tion allo anoe . 

The Co mittee err Management, oonsisting, at first of twenty-

elght embers, met. quarterly, ··bile the ordinary members ot the 

Sooiety met monthly to pay their 5/- subscriptions11 nd discuss 

the .ork o the Soeie·ty. A Gen· ral Pub lo eetin s held 

every year. !be Soelety s under the atron. - ge of Governor 

Bourke,. and w s enrolled in 1854 or *35 at th Gener:$ Qu rter 

easion under the !ngllsb rrlendly Soc -ties Aat. 5. During 

,ber:abip of' the ooo1ety v r: ed 

from 78 to .05, 6 • oons1 ti.n ee &oially in t e thi rt s o Dl&n 

·ho p ayed a. prominent p _rt .in the lite of Sydaey . lienoe, 

lthongh the Sooiety bas al ·ay been -oonservative, .devo-Ung 

1tsel r only to 1 ts stated funeti na, 1 t as a definite r y1ng 

point for le ding 

the minute bo t tes, 11 from a eeling of ind endence emon 

i .ts members", , it inoluded men from .overseas as well as am noip-

Convit1t& ere n:eve.r adm1tte·d, al though on,oe _o:r t ie& the 

After its .suocessful form- tion, a meda.l 

r. Ed ,ard s, u a ,· 
• !:'- ,-

o eve~ ,engineer", then· Secrre~_ry, whieh · 11 repr&sented tqe· 
1:i 1 r :_,·t ·, o't the Soeiety .. 

8 0n the one, 1de7 there is in :rioh ,embossed work, · 

th ·zye or Providence .th. 1ts ray e ref eot1ng on a devioe· or 
rour '1:ni ted hands, in ·hich are oo~t ,, ned th lo "'e, Sh rook 

Th1st e/ 
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tt1fhist1e, and size Stalk., reepeotively, surrounded by a 1 ~rel 

wre , th, and superscribed by the motto., ~United to relieve, 
+A• j .7.not combi ned ·~ 1.n ure. ,~ 

As an insurancie society, the Society has been most 

sueoessful, and hile 1ts present membership is only 129, the 

credit balance for 1918 reaches the aston1 shing figures .or 
£9,500. 

One of tbe enthusiasts ho took a large part in the 

fonna.tion of' th1a Soeiety, as an erratic, radloally-minded 

individual ho boasted the tit e or "Nathaniel Lipscomb K'.ent1sh, 

Land Surveyor and Ci v11 Engineer, many ye 1. rs e Gover.nm nt Sur-

veyor 1n the Australtan Colonies, and formerly Profes-so.r or 

Surveying and Iehnograpbioal Dre. illg ·1n the Royal M111 tary 
8·

College c>f' England." At thia period he was sn imrni ra.tlon 

gent, a pamphleteer, editor from 1854- '57 of an i rregul rly 

published paper oal ed "!he Sydney Times", and prime mover in 

any scheme wh teoeve-r wltich smacked ef speculation. Eventually,, 

he a.a disowned by his old associ t-es: the Patriotic Association 

declared that "he has made himself, by toroing his _1 terary 

efforts and patriotism on the public, the ridicule of the public, 
o·. 

and the bane of the cause he bas taken ln hand0 ; he was 

dismissed rrom the Government service 1n Rew South 'I .lee, 

cautioned by the "Heraldtt to "eschew meddling wi tb Rublie com-
10 pan es", • and he and kis family wandered over t he "three 

se ·v ra c<Jlon1esn 10 • in search or unwary individu&ls . ho might 

be interested in spe.eulation. After numerous attempts to· round 

bogus oompanies, he enaed as a begging-letter wr1ter~O. · 

Yet K.ent1 sh was taken quite seriously by co onie.l · 

society in '34. He was gifted with some ability, and his 

·wri ting , though generally hopelessly di rruse, are not aeking 

_n penetration. He a.a possessed, moreover, or "1ndomi table 
11 energy, and a ann in·terest in his projeot.n • 

In the latter part or '54, ltenti eh and Bibb, an ex-

member or an English working-man's co-operative sooiety, 12• who 

later became a leading Sydney arohi tect and surveyor, US. and a 

raw/ 
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few other respectable demoorate also members or the A.O.B.S., 

being eoneerned bout the pr ce of red, mt to et er 

1th so e other oi ti zens to di cu s the . tter. It . deter-

mined to fo:nn a soo1ety tor th e of che bread, nd a 

public meeting as cal ed o t e respect ble inh-bita ·ts of 

Sydney (the ~ord is oo .tinu 1 y insisted u on in society which 

has not yet sh ken its lf free fro the tram ela of convictisn) • .. 
At ome "'hat noisy meeting, oommittee or t.enty-one s fonned 

to govern ociety c l&d "Th et nd lour Company", 

estab i shed " ainly to relieve the poor, yet the c pi taliat 11 
14. 

also derive dvant ge · Crom beco ing sub criber." The 

Committee included the n e of . • C. ent orth, Bipklss, Bibb, 

K nti h d John Thom Wilson. Th tter a nother queer 

oh r cter, t ough t this time 9. m ber, and 1 t ·r tre surer or 
t e A.U.B.S. .But he thoroug - oing counctrel, and t oe 

s .indled the good easy folk or Sydney, the second time to· the 
15extent Of. £40 1 000 , • I ndi nt d.l t equ1 d ""'ha Rover ' s. gn ere ors pe 1. 

Bride d s led forth to pursu i on the high eas. But, 

fter crui ng off the coa t or Ne Ze 1 .nd, nd then d rti n orr 
to the North Pacific ·Isl nd, they seem to ve given up th ch se. 

As can be een, the committee s v rioualy constituted, 

the nag1ng directors ho r pointed uarrel ed th the 

embers or the ociety, and, after a ort exi tBnce du~ln hich 

prices ere not o er than tho e or the onopc i te, it failed. 

Ken ti sh ui te cle rly pointed out th t the reason for it railure 

a th t th t o rinciple or a Joint stock business, nd a 

·1orki ng n's co-oper ti ve society h d been confounded. 16• 

9.l (entish, Bibb and s verA1 or the members or the 

company had desired, was non-competitive, non-interest he rin 

assooi tion, the ember of hich, by co bining £1 sh res, ou d 

bring together urr1cient c pital to supp y t emselves with cha p 

bre d. Wh t h d actu ally hap t:Jned s th t £5 h re h d been 

ubecribed for, be~r1ng a 15 per cent. interest; e.nd thilt the 

n e~ ent elected by th society h d sou ht out ide ar ets 

nd n ed in competitive bu ainess. oreover, the relation 
bet een/ 
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between the soe ety, the commi tte or manageme t, and the 

man a ing 01 reotors b ad be-en indet rminab .... e. K nt~sh po sibly 

confu e d matte r by imagining into existence ~nother aooiety 

c lled "The he at Gro e ra• \ ind Consume rs' 3ooiety to unite the 

gro" er with t he consumer b7 the st;ron . bond or their Joint and 
. 17. common interest to the exolusion of the middleman." Suoh 

society, if co stitute, ou1d have involved nothi ng less than 

the beginnings of soeia1 revolution on the p ttern or the 

short-lived Eng ish model s. But 11 ttle aoti ve interest was 

t ken in the proposition, ·and lentish 's p ~er l apsed. 

But fai l ures did not d unt thi val iant Don Quixote, 

and in August, '56, 1th a flourish or ttftesnrr.e.ctu sum", Kentish, 

again an apostle under the gui e of ~..n · editor, eondemned onopol-

iea, projected rild schemes of t o more f l our Companies, and 

t a lked or Life and Fire Assurances. His p aper d.i.ed in -July, '37. 

But t h e int.ereat ha had f aile-d to .ake to ction still 

11-nge red, a nd he. , in 1859, the orking clas ses ~·ere surrering 

sorely from the -riee or neo.ess1ties, ~Jben t he general pub ie 
were holding ublio meetings, ?Jnd the Benevol ent Society 11 sts 

ere rul , a ·ublio -meet.lag or the working al a sea only ras call ed 

At this meetin Bi bb as present, and Henry Macdennot t, who was., 

tor th·e next ai x years. to be h Pi l ed s the e-o.p e's · eader, n as 
18.vociferously called to the chair.• Macdermott wee e. member 

of the A.U.B.S., and had known Kentieb (who h ·.d been berore th~ 

public eye only the yea r before). It ~as pro1iosed that joint-

stock society call ed tt}l'he Union Assooi.a tion or Sydney for the 

Belief of the wor~ing classes" be formed to consist or a 

capital or £5000, the m areholders to be "mechanics~ tradesmen 

and menbers of the working clas ses and suelt ot.her persons. as 

ould conrol.'m to their rules. n A p l ot of' ground as to be pu r.;. 

steam mil .erected "wi. th su fioient engines f'o't 

g~inding and dressing f1our, and maktng it 1ntq bread." HeTe, 

heat bought a - cash price.a as to be manufaotuTed into bread 

and d" sposed o-f t 10 per cent. above cost p rice to shareholders. 

, An/ 
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An offio established, but h r othin further or the 

reat schem • The be inning of co-operation ar, b ried 

in their own pretensions. Co-oper tion fei ed because the 

schemes proposed ere too large, n bee use the di tress hioh 

proJeoted movem nt never asted ong enough to keep.people 

vit l . y inter sted. Had Kentish been more re iable and ome-

thing e of an adventurer, hi ti r t cheme might h ve pros-

pered, for there ere 500 people t he initial meeting, P.nd 

enti sh ' s o n 1de see ed clear enough. But sinee he failed, 

to beg~t confidence, the interest in co-op r tion p s ed 1th 

the orisi s - hioh h d ore ted 1t. 

as a re t de or sincerity and evident e rne tness exhibited, 

bu the scheme as obviously impossible. For laok or c-ut1ous 

n exp rienced eader, the movement r led. Austr 1 seam 

indeed. to have oau -ht the spirit of Robert O en's co-operative 

movement, 1 thout .ore than half uessing t its ·ub t noe. 

A f e of his di seip es sh h d- perh ps a ready received, 

for, in J ne, 1840, there i a au 11 "0 eni. te" or "Soci 11 sttt 
19society e isting in Sydney. • The Society, ho ever, does not 

seem to have flouri hed, end its m bers, according to an eye-

·-:-itne , were few . . It m a e not clear; 1r oo-opor tive, 

this s subordin te 1n the public estimation to its adoption of 
' t· 

.: the V guely revolution ry, heterodox, and tee.oh in . . . . One 

or it rules s that no tt religionist" need apply. or ta mem-

b rs s doubtless one Slorn n, opul r y no · n as "the Kin of 

the Cobb ers", member of- one of Sydney ts Total Abs inence 

Soei ties, nd omething or an o d ty 1n tr de cire es. ff. ·once 

ere te in court h t mu t h ve been for . him a tru y gratifying 

een tion, · hen, to the unbounded stoni shment o-f everyone, he 

dee red him elf indifferent o the Bible oath, s he "disbe ieved 

the . oonten ts of' the book 1 together." '!'he Ch rm .n inquired 

ho , o g it a.a since he. had oome to that singular oonclus· on, he1 

r. Slom- n rep ied th t 1 t . s the resu of ong and serious 

con id~fration. On being ked hether he w s n O en1 t , he . 

replied/ 
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replied t h t he certainly oon idere the rineip es incu eated 

by Robert Oen ere better than any other~, nd he decided -y 

pproved or th t pa t or the ootrine hich held ma kind as 

ere tures under t h - una vo ·a ble inf l uence of circum noes. 

He dmittedJ ho ever, th a t he bel ieved in the ex stence of a 

Su r eme Being and a t"uture state, in con eque_noe or wh · oh, the 

Ch i rm r m rked tha_,t his evidence igh-t be taken, even 
-20.th t of pa ans h d some Umea been. 

One or the members of the society whether s-oman 

or not, is not c e r - : rites exceedi n l y fr e.nk nd able 

e t tera to the pao ers, p~otesting agai n t the popu r conception 

or O en sn as synonyraouv i th ioentiousne • 

"I, s1 r, h a ve person l l y known Robert O en for the 

p ce of three ye rs in ondon, an a s a m b r or hi s Soci _ 

Sy stem. I took re t p e ure in c l ing hi f ath r, or he 

as more th n f !ither·-to many of us. 

Until you kno Robert Owen, a.b t ·n rom epithets 

hich refl ct no eredit on you, nor disar aoe on him. 'rhat man 

ho attempts any innov tion is sure to mee t ·ith oppoa1t·on 

from those lhose interest it is, to- let the orl go on a 1 t 
21. 

does." 

It i a likely th t thi all ociety m de common cause 

u ring the next e 1 ye rs Ii th t h e Tr de Onions, or r ther 

th the Oper tive ovement which the Unions ed. 

t 
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CHAPTER IV. 

'!'RADE tJ IONS. 

In Ap ril, 1802, "whereas t o attempts have 1 tely 

been m de to reviv•e sedi tious meeti ngs", a .Oovernm.ent order 

was based on Geo. III, 56~8 ·.) forbidding nmeeting or more 
57.123) 

than 12 persons to be bol den. n Such meetings, without 

permission and publie notice, ill be deemed unlawru assembliest' 

'!here is :reason to believe theae regulations we.re 

passed, because of the insubordina tion or the Irish eonvicte 

9,nd . ere thus pol1t1oa1 and not e,oonomio. Al though the phrase 

"unla rul oo b1nat1ons" appears, I do not find th a t 1 t refe·rs to 

comb1n t1ons in restraint of trade. e r ,egul ation ere a 

precedent for a ourtous bill pa sed by the Council in 1846, 

entitled •the Party Proeeseions Bil t1, Md aimed again t the 

prooeedings of St. Pa tr1ok 1 s Soc1ety on -the Saint's day.i. 

We are, I think, co·rrect i n sta ting tha t no Anti-

Combin .tion laws ror t 'h8: purpose or regula ting industri 1 b~r-

gaining, ere ever passed in this country. C-e:rtainly, 1! there 

were govermnent ord•era they wer.e of no 1mportane.e. '!'be Masters 

nd Servants Acts (q.v. Chap. V.) ere more a st, tement of 

rights, and method ot individu Q compul sion t han a weapo,~ 

against eombined action. It was w1 thin the l aw tor aoo1etfes 

to be rormed, although aggressive. action was vie Ted with sus-

picion, and, as a. last .resort, the M sters and Serv~nts Acts ere 

used to prosecute ind1 vidU:a l strikers. But there is no instaflce 

or a tr de society, or a trade eombine. tion bavin been either 

suppressed or pr-osEHl\lted. 

The fir t st~1ke or moment .in the oolony oocurred -,. in 

1829. 

larg_e· importa tions 'of ·s,an1sb d,ollars, ·wliich bad been throwri · 

on the market a t a. reduced r a te, and set u:p varying standard& · 

among differ.ant seetioti~ ot ·the people. ·fhe· Ch amber ot Commerce 
. . .. ·.. -

having/ 
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having railed to come to an greement ith eith&T of two saot-

ions of merehJ3.nts, pub io business was suspended for two days. 

It as natural tbat mechanics:t bewildered by varying 

estimates should demand as their right in sterling what before 

they had received in currency. It .is true that thi meant -

other t ings equal - an in:orease in real wages . But, hen 

other sections o.r the community were attempting to tum the 

situation to the r advant A.ge, the mechanic .a OAnnot Justly be 

blamed for setting their price. 

"A. ne and startling note", aharaoteri st1 Cally ex-

plained the Gazette, n1abourers 1 many instances h ve combined 

to ·resist the commutFl.tion of' wages. u Said a. correspondent: 

"A blow 1s struck at the very root of the prosperity or the 

colony, when al ready the high price of labottr is the bane or . · 
thi s eolony." 

It s the Typographers of' the Austral.1 n who led the 

movement, rrjemand1ng n dvanoe of 15 and l? par cent. in 

currency, and, 1hen rerused., struck work and left the emp oyer 

suddenly wi thou.t a band to carry on the necessary ,r,vork." 

The Austr _lian, usually published three times a week, 

did not appear on Monday, 30th November, and, on the foll.owing 

ednesday, consisted only ot a sheet of advertisements and an 

explanation.• The poli ee were appealed to, but, 1 tb ] 1t t le 

success, their symp thiea probably being i th the strikers. 

In addition, the Gazette of December, 10th, reports 

that, at a eating of Jotimeymen carpenters held raw mi es 

out or Sydney~ 1t M U! resol~ed to strike until t -he masters should 

consent to pay 1n .sterling what bad been received in currency. 

While, finally, the erew-·or whaler refused to e1 gn the ehip 's 

art,1oles until their demanjs should be complied with (Gazette, 

DeoeniJH> r 1'9 th) • 

Andt possibly, th-ere were other tra-des concerned, ~-tor 

t .he public axcitentent. ~eems to indioat-e a more or less g~,e·ral 

moveme.~~./ 
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movement. Not until December 24th, did the Government inter-

vene, fixing tbe va.lu a ot the doll r a.nd rupee as a measure 

provisional to their tot. 1 bol1tion. 

But no trade societies reaul terl from this exoit-ement, 
' and 1 tfwas not until July 16th, 183,1, that the Gazette ret)orted 

the o rpenters to ~e on the eve or establishing a Benefit 

Society, with the significant statement, 11 There 1s already one 
2in existence at S an River. • • 

But there is no evidence ·thst the proJeo.t,ed lew South 

ale · society ever took shape. About 1830, the ahlp rights 

had a so attempted and !ailed to establish a Bener1 t Sooiety. 2 • 

CUr1011sly enough, as a link 1th this projeeted earpenter-e' 

society, is e. Joiners t Society in July, 135, whioh did not per-
5sist. • Jlembers or both trades formed a sooiety in April, 

1840., 4• Moh, ,.,vith a ye rts break, 5 • continued until 1846. 6 • 

There are records en the books of th1 s society or sueoessi ve-

attempt a to form a society of Joiners exclu S:i vely, in April, 
6 6'49, • and or 'Carp-enters and Joiners• 1n a.y, '51. • But the 

Society did not etua.lly continue its existence u,nt1l Ootober, 
71855. • With another break from '58 to '61, we touch the pres-

ent society of Progressive Carpenters and Joiners, thus d~finite-

ly inking u1i past e.nd present unionisn. 

~e earliest, trade s ociety which I have b,een able to 

trace 1 s a Cabin t Makers' Society, formed among the Emigrant 
8Mee a.nio of 1858. • 1l'his "club" (?r "society" is confessed by 

one or 1 ts mf:lnber to be e ,stablished tor the ma.lnten noe of 

London piece-work prioes-,. .as w.ell as "to insure their tools 
" 

from lQ s by !1 ,re, and asai,st the wido and orphan in distress." 

It is possible that th:e :rtri-oes were t ken Crom an "Edition o,r the 

LondGJ?: Cabinet Makers' Onion Book or Pr.toes publ1 shed in l82~tt, 
- . . . . : . 9 . '~.: ,:: \:~ ;._·; 

or trom. •later supplements and, index key ·' to ,th · work." •?<_' "~ 
,-

a re&r t, tbe riee o·f certain artieltls 'cf ,f-ami tu re roe ht-

ly. A oba1 r hi eh had co,st 50I- was now, and app aren t -lY-- iO~ th1 s-

a,~e?turt, / 
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account, 32/-. s dney go ..., .....ip runs to the erreot th9t "the 

mechanics have formed themsel ve -into clubs to hioh they pay 

eekly sum, in order- to support the body if out of wo,rk." 

It is hardly nece s ry to point out th t, if e 

t ke Webb' definition or 'fr de Onion as s and rd, this 

C binet Makers' Soci ty o mes within the generalisation, "a 

continuous as ociation of wage-earners for the purpose Qf main-

taining or improving the eondi tions or their employment." 

In the ame month there is some uncertain evidenee 

connected 1th the efforts or "the body · or coopers", who, "in 

unison th their brother trade ~ en have held meetings for the 

purpose of promoting emigr t1on. "lO. There is no rurthe? 

evidence re arding this body, but 1 t po.ssibly ex1 eoted as a. looal 

trade sooiety for an indefin1 te period. Some ,or Lang's meoh-

anics had come rrom Glas o where such a body of Journeymen 
11

Coopers "traces a continuous exi tenee from 1152'-'. • 

The Cabinet akers' Society, OT more eorrectly, the 

Cabinet Makers' and Upholsterer ' Society, seems to have rem ned 
12.in existence definitely unti l '46, • and poa 1bly le.ter. on 

the members or scattered r~ota .relating to its history, none · 

points to a bre k. 

But t he strongest of these e rly ocieties as 

f o nned three. ye rs la~el", hen t e Typogr hers i n Janu ry, 15
'55, 

established fighting nlon, always remark ble ror 1 ts ggressi ve 

sp1 ri t..; ?t has def'ini-te nine years' history, until June, '44, 
14. 

at least. 
15. 

Som here about the same time n a rew ye rs back". . rom 

'59, ~.be Ship rights• -.Benef"i t Society as formed, inoludi~g ,\n 

,59. -almo t the who e or that u f'u l class of men who ?eside_1.n 
c . ' 16. 

Sydney." The Society is in tull existence in December, ).840. _-

t • In January>. ~37,~. the Coa.ohmaker-s, Beneti t 
18fo~ed}17• poae1bly still' in exi tence in 1840. • 

In arch, '51, .-a ;combination t~ok -place atnon 
19. 

en, - and, in December, - '59, "up ards of 60 members were,.· , 
29 •enroil-edn . , 
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enrolled", 20 • to fonn a propo ed Seamen's B-enerit Soceity. 

B t the tr de is uncertain, and regula_r meeting . ould h ve 

been ditricu t to arr ~ge. In any oa e, I have found nothing 

concerning the soci ty. In 1840, afte·r the crisis in 138 

and '59, sev rel societies were f ormed, in add , tion to the 

Carpenters' nd Joiners' Society, already .mentioned. 

In roh, 1840, the Engineers, Mill right , founders 
21and Smiths e t b 1 hed a Society. • It is not cle r hen 

the society a .... dissolved, but, in 1845, the · 1 rights and 
22Engineers' Benevolent Society s formed, • continuing until, 

25t speci 1 General eet1ng in September, 1850, • the Soo-iety 

as dissolved bY utual consent. A month . f'ter, the En ineers, 

the Operative House Painters, Plumbers and Glaziers held a 

eeting, 24• d a eek l ter the House of Cal aa notified for 
25the information of the public. • The Society etill exists in 

26June, '44. · 

The U; ion Society of Operative Cordwa1oer.s ronned in 
27June, 18401 • nd pro_bably some time in ~he same year, the 

28Boot -nd Shoem ker or Sydney fo:rmed a Society, • continuing, 

t least, until June, 144_211. 

This trade h d atrue for an aa vanc.e so e.flrly a '51. SO· 

In December, 1840, th Society or Assist· nt Drapers is 1n active 
51 32.existence:,· • continuing until January, '45. In March, '48, 

an Associ tlon 1 ain formed, whioh does not, ho ever, continue 

the tr ditions of the ear ier society. 35 • It seems pmbab e 
34. halso t bat a s t ri e o the .'fa.11_ · ors in August, 18 40, as t e -

55 56beginning of a soeiety in exi tence in 1 4~ • and '46. • 

In June, 1 42, the Journeymen Plasterers formed a ,Bener1 t 
57 58.Society, • hich is in active existence in M y~ ·1845. It 

would be intere ting 1f this proved to be the modern societ:y" of . 

Plasterer hioh as in existence in '58, but whose d te of, origin 

is not known. 

In December .of the s e year, th Sl t rs and Shinglers 
59rounded a society. • In February, 1 43, the "Trades Union" or 

Weavers,/ 
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ea.vers, Spinners ·and l'arpers i s in existence, 40 • and ia 

June. 1850, the Band Loom e aver . of .Sydney rite a letter as a 
41. 

"body or echaniasn. In Ma.roil, '45, t he S'Lonemaaons a~e 

in act1 ve existence, 42 • and continue a t l east unti l Septembe.r, 

'45. 45 • In December, •48, the Oper ative .Stonema sons called a. 

meeting of the Trade, 44~ but tbe Society was not rerorm d until 

'53. ·1n August, '45 the ool '"'taplere' Society o.r ew South' 
Wales 8.$ establi ahed. 45. In November, ·t49, a m et1ng -or 
Fellmonge rs and lfoolsorters does not sh.ow clearly whether tbere 

is or is not a society in existen-oe. 46 • In leptember, '461 

the separate societies or the Sa yera, Bakers and Tai ors assist 
47. 

in providing strike runda to tJle Carpenters and Joiners' Sooiety. 

The Bakers had struok in kay., '411 and also s.emt a memorial 
48to the Gove·rnor, oo th.$t posaibly· they formed at this time,"9 

oant1nuing as the above en\ry sho a unti l September, '46. -Or 

the Sa yars and 'fai.loi-s I have found nothing more exoept that 

they ere _" trade societies. 

·147 is a bl ank yeBr, showing the formation or no 

aocietie-s, and the -evidence of n.o union action. Uncorrelated 

aot,ivity there must have been, but it is not projected into the 

publ1-c. ren • I~ is the year of de d er d:,!ng sooiet~es. 

classes turn from the old tin1on1sm to the new,. Immig r a tion 

floods over the shallO'W . of the middle forties, and forces the 

working elasses to think once more . The taint attempt of _the 

Stonemasons ,Sooiety 1ft December, '48, ~•- 8:ll.d the equally futile 

attelllpte to totm ·Joill&~$t Soc~ety in'-~M~y, t 49, 50 • and 
'. 

Carpenters and Jotnere·t -Society in May, · cso, 51• re the s~irrlngs 

of a·n.ew birth, b?QUgl'tt to . fruit in the , e t-ab ishment of :tlt-e " -. · - • . . si;~/-f~
Sydn~y .Typographers I Soeie:ty in the 1 ~~er ,P~rt or 1851. :<;'',>, •-

·~ :- : ;· ,., {f· .. :.••. .>c,_ -~ 

ffhoai, tbe new movem-ent ·-oterlap$ the old,. ar,1'4 ·the- gold -diso~ver-.~ .·•:·{_. 

is olear. With the Sydney Typographerer -~SOofety, m-odarn -·tfrd0ni sm 

w11:1oa/ 
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53.which is not our story, is set on its path. 

Let us turn baok and survey the pos· tion. 

During a eriod of 15 years from 1855-1848, e 

h ve tohed the 1 rre ular appea.rance and disa.ppearanoe or 
no less than eighteen, a.nd perhaps twenty, trade societies. 

Although the history of all these socJ.eties is incomplete, 1 t 

is ole r that some soc1eti·es remained in existence for the 

greater part of tbe period ·under survey. ~here is no evidence 

to prove that the c.abinet ;Makers• Society of '55 was not the 

Cabinet Makers' Society mentioned again in '39, end at varying 

periods fte rds till t 46. Thus the Society existed ror, 

at least, thi rtaen years. 

The Typographers• Society has definite nine 

years' h sto·ry, the and-Loom Weavers• eight years, the ff i lors' 

six years, the Engineers' broken existence _or, aay , four 

years. in the first period, .and eertainly f1 ve years in the 
' 

second . The Shipwrlghts.f Society has perhaps three or rouf 
years.' hi .story. The Operative Bouse Painters, Plumbers and 

Glaziers definitely existed for four ye rs, the Plast rers 

for three ye rs, the Ston~~asona for three -years. 

~be Assistant Drapers; who naturally st .nd ap rt 

from the history of the other trades, are a.a interesting society 

in their first five yearst period, insisting,with very little 

success, that the hours of work abou d be shortened. 

And the core of' this movement is conta.i.n.ed in the 

years t 40- '45. It is during these years that the gre test 

number or societies are ronned, nd that the bulk or trade 

.cunion otion takes place. Here lies our study of the rel tion 

betw.een trade union action, and society. 

First, ho ever, let ue survey the 1 n ternal eon~ 

st1 tation or these unions,· and attempt, from the ...,oattered tacts 

at our dispo al , to gain some 1.dea of how the aocteti.e .s wort•d. 

'rhe membership or the .sool ties probably varied a great 

Sydney's po ulation as 1noreasing at the rate or 10 per ceitt •.-

a/ -_ 
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a decade, and p rtleu arly from '58- '41, immigration a.8 

resorted to with such success that "the entire f oe of oolonial 

society became at once changed"', so th at it seeme.d to people 

lmo~t as if ttthey had one to bed in Botany Bay and a. akened 

in En land"54• - This constant r ow, added to a less eon etant 

exodus is the reason for the constant brerucs in the history of 

early ocieti es. But however the membersnip varied, it 8 

always all. 

In Janu ry, '56, the lat Annivars ry of the Com-

po si to re• Sooiety .as oom.:rnemor ted t the Golden Ancl or, Bridge 
55.Street, by thirty members-. In May, 1858, at a General 

_eeting or the "free oomposi tors .o.r Sydney", up·wards or fi rty 

members attended. 56 • In the same month, 1 t as estimated by 

the Committe~ of the Journeym n Compositors that Ute nwnber or 
orkrnen in Sydney was; 44 tree compositors, 8 assigned com..;.. 

po 1 to?s, 15 ap-prentices, and 4 men unemployed. . Thus, out or 
a possible 48, the larger p-toportion (30) were in the Sooiety • 

._·, 57. 
A year later on areb 16, 1859, the Compositors eatimat·ed 

· that the present strength -of the business including Free Com-
-

pos1 to -~s, Assigned Servants nd Apprentices , w ..,._ from 80-90 :. . 

There ere a so several oomposi tors rollo ing 

other emplo.y·ments,. and two or three out _or work, oWiag to the 

ct that about twenty oomposi tors had arrived in the last year 

from va.ri.ou s part .s o! . the world. ·noubless the ola:im or ny of 

these t enty to enter the Society would h -ve been admitted. 

Finally, then, at th •ese p-eriods mentioned the Society 

included the greater p·rop~rtion of the f-ree .compo,sitors or ·. 
·Sy nay, 1 ts number v. rying from 50-50. 

In April, •41~ t the 1st Anniversary Dinner or .-the 

Ope-rative Carpenters and Joiners held at r .. Barker's Crown and 

Anchor, George Streeti "il.bout thirty or the memee,rs at down -t ~ 

an excellent dinner, pro.vi ded by Mr. Blyth, pastry-oook of eo-rge-
58Street; · h · ch reflected gre t eredi t 011 him.. • • In August 

and Septembe?, 1846, the Society of C rpenters and Joiners,in 

the/ 
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the first week of a strike, p id re1ief money for 28 men, 

in the second week., .to 62 men, and, in the third we,ek, to 
59. 

71 n. App rently, one set of men .af te r another do ned 

tools. Whether the 71 ere ru 1 members of the society is 

not ale ~r. It is more l i kely that the original 28 were soeiety 

men, here.as the others . -ere outside manbers or t.he trade. The 

Soc ety ~s ided in the strug.1 e by six other Trade Soc1etie ", 

and by contributions from "Employed Men. 11 'fhe Shipwright ' 

Society in Jun-e, 1859., counted . as members tta.J.most the whole or 
60th t useful a ass ()f men who reside in Sydney.• • 

At the 1st Anniversary Dinner or th ill rights 
.,._; 

and Engineers' Benevolent Society in '46, at Entwistle's Hotel, 

York Street, "~bout forty -membe.re and visitors sa.t down to a . 

sumptuous rep t." 61. 

4 -

Evidently, then,. :the membersh i or the Soeieties·--•aried 

enera:lly bet een, say, 25 and 60 members:,: ineluding,in some-
:"• , 

instances, the greater part of the trade. 

unloni ts to the operatives general y can never have been l rge. 

For inst ae, in Deoernbe,r, 1840, there ere ten unions in exist-
62. ence; suppose ch or these had an a verage or t hirty members, 

the total number or unionists would be only 500. The·se, ho ever, 

·ere the men ho convened a meeting of· some thousands. '!'he 

1 r e t operative eetiags,or hioh we shall h a ve to peak, varied 

from 3,000-5,000. 

Conoern1n the union run'<i s the re is .Lso som.e slight 

evidence. In June, 159, the Shipwrights' Bener1 tS~ci ty : 

established a fe years siaoe, had ngrea.tly floa?ished , so that-

i ta funds amounted to nearly £400, not-withatandiag that col'lsider-

e.b e deduetio s have be.en ttiade during the past year f .or necessary 

n65.disbursements. Doubt,~ess many of . the $y-dney ci ties 
., 

.- e-re 

not unlike Launceston soelety, whieh, ·- in January, '44, h.aa ~-
memberehip of only twen\i/•but. runds to -'the, amount of £50.0~.':d~• . 

Certainly, ten Sydney soo;t-eties ere tlouri hi:ng enough in &~cember 
::: , ·•i-

840, to ub cribe £50 io; the Duncan medal . 85• 'fbe Carp~jit-~rs 

eJtd/ 
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and Joiners _ere riOh enou h in Sept.ember, '46, t-o sub scribe 

£2 : 7: 5 n from the fund · of the Societyn, to p y b ck £10: 14: 6, 

and to offe t o pay £9: ·1: 5. 'f'h1 s latter, the '!' l or , B. kers, 
66.and "Cabinet Makers" heriooal ly refused to ocept . The 

situ tion of the other Socleties is sho n by the following un que 

entry, ppe . rin in the Carpent rs and Joi.n.ers ' Books. One 

cqpy verbat .. 
·onies Subscribed by th e 'fr de Societies - 1846. 

Set ber 7 
fl 14 

ft 28 

" a 
" 29 

5 
29 

12 
Oetober 5 

Sep ·ember14 
October 3 

Septa bsr 12 

Sept mb.er 7 

14 

ecd .. from t he T i lors 
n n Tt 

Paid b ck to the~- lors 

R ed. from the Sa ers 
P id bac to the Sa ·yers 

Rec.d. trom the Cblnet-
.C!iblnet Maker Refused 

........ 

...... 

. . . ... 
kers •• 

•·...... . 
scd. from the Bakers ..·...... . 

Baker Ret'u ed Payment .... . . .. . . 
Recd. from th Stone- ason s •••, 
P · d to the ·tone- sons •••••• 

Recd. from t he ailers •·.... -- .·• 
I ilers Refused Paymen t .•·..... 
Reod. from .the f unds of the 

Society of Carpente r nd 
Jotners ..................... . 

Recd . from the fund of the 
Sooiety· of' Carpenter and 
Joiners ......... ~··•·••· .. •••·· 

est blished 
.''the shoem ers ere · educed into a co . lection of £10: in his• 

vour. he Unit d .. inters sub scribed £5 for him t p t 

house; an a sum of £20 for his use · as ne ar y voted by the 

.A·s sooi ted Stone- a oris, d . w s lost by on y one vote • The 

C e nt'er ere a ·o prepared to enter into a. sub cription, 

th t •some cranky r e . ow sug e ted tha they _shor.ild ai t befor_e 
67'. 

they ought r .. Duncan• dvoo~cy." - - The G •rdian ne 

1 44 se~ms to have been he ped consider b y by :vote from 

ooietiee, and on May 8th, '44, s pa e ~· nto 

the/ 

en, in 1 45, Dunc an' a nweekly Be i t 

£2 8 6 

2 6 0 

4 14 6 
4 14 6 

2 
2 

2 

5 

5 
!3 

2 

5 6 
5 6 

6 s 

0 0 

5 6 
6 6 

1 0 

17 5 7 

r•1 / ' s 



"th society of int rs, nd h C e t e 

or ecuni ry as~iAt nee ffor ed. 

Obviou y, th r gul r fund o the oc· ti s ere 

ful y dequ te to ny emer_enoy, nd the~ e bers cou be 

depended upon here a C 1 levy re u si tioned. 

Let s no il quir into the unc i ns of the e 

Tr d~ Societies, to h c small r ul r funds re ub er bed 

onthly by s ooi ted m be of t e V rious tr de. 

ri ri Y, they ·re be e it ociet e . Th " ood 

e ay oin, fol of Sy ney ', did n n f U~t . th t r 0 -

on , but r r, h ap roved or un·on to p otect the desti tu e 

but res ect le orking man .. The r o ectu of t e .O.B.S., 

it hich y ne ,Sp er nd b of h ., ener ub 0 

con t ntly ide t f e th r de ci t e , e ~ctly . u tr teu 

the ·orkm n 1 s Ju.sti fie tion. "Th any dv.nt ,- g tha h ve 

been r una to ccrue to t e r in C s e of the .. eo of he 

o her Country fro the fo t on f b e ·it o ie 

but xcit th reelin of fond ntici tion ht t a ion 

of 11:-a.r oo-iety in Au t 11a i b Co nd equ 1 uccess-

ly. 

"Sep r t e are from t_ e _. d of our birth, from 

01 rien s nd fro 1 h~nce of re l· er 'ram tho e Benevolent 

In t t t on hi ch bound -:tn re t Br t.ai , e c n rce ve 

noth1n to cheer us in th~. pros ect of · okne .nd v rsi ty, 

e capt through our united e ertion to save fro our in 

such n a.mo nt e.s ay form fund to r 1 · eve tho unab 1 e to 

pr vide or t emsel ves he common ecessities of r • ed 

into ·such ociety e ce s 0 be tran e d tr e d ec in 

on. "68.thi nd of our ado 

atu r lly, ho V r, on a Be efit ocie y on ·n d 
.to tr e, it li b e 1 ny erio of tr pre ur to nter 

.t e or purely indu tri -1 , ren oreover, - hile• 

0 s b for Benefit ocie y 0 :> v . -i d d th nd rh 
e of tool b ne fi t, · it doubt u pol cy to ive 

unemp oym nt/ 
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un ployment benefit. e •0. B. S., 0 f r one c ud e , 

et t f ce holly g in the une ploymont b n fit. Another 

in t nee o the 1 tin ion occur hen, in u ust, '46, the 

Co itt e of the Cl rk' s B n VO ent Fund Soc ety, 

hie h d been fo ed d e . 1 prob tion in '44, nd ve 

un p oyment sick nd e t h bene it , d cid d to b ndon th 

une ployment rund, 'not nly bee u e 0 e me b r joined 1 , 

but bee u e ho verb nefic it op t 0 i ht b tot o e 

ho hould Jin , ti 11 1 t invo v d princi es hich 1 ht 
9. rove un e in th e..ir re u t . n 

It ust be a o rm bered th t colon· 1 rs 

h V 1 y devo gre t de of ce to i te or n li h 

ne s, t h ore so at p od hen ommunity re ver 

ry o i s o n oca n . hu coloni soc ety tche 

th r1 e a r 1 0 Engl· h Onioni in th enti nd 

thirti s, nd or m n, ho er not th m lves em r n , b CB 8 

f 111 rized ith th pr:lno ples o f industri 1 ction. - tur-

y the di tinction b teen ener1 t Soci ties de Onion 

OU 1 y be o e obviou~ tot or en th n to the e er 

ub 1c: and 1 t i s o i b 1 or e · s er to pl u d the fo ton 

0 .-orkm n' b..,nefi t society, hich th or en kno u te 

de init ly to a r de union. All t 8.;.; n r ecu -

on, but- t ey i 1 e y tti tud to h qu ion h ther 

our unions re 1 orted lik the ted E g n 0 '52 

( hich s fonned on bo rd hi ), or he.ther they ro n tur lly 

1 in the colony. All evidenc point to th Ori in . 

en 0 O '"' e OU . re to bette heir condi tio n 
I by n 

up d, did not brio the r union 1 h t L bour C d• 

bee u e o economic pr ur ithin the community, nd th n-

dustri 1 fun ion vol ved in order. The pro j ec ed rpe er 
tnd Join rs Benefit Society n 1 seem to e to h ve b en 0 ed 

f or b ef t urpo e and not nee sari 'Y ror indu C on. 

Ont e other h nd, the C bin - r 'Union 0 ed mon 

ig nt hos des re cle r th re rd to the 1st· no ion 

t en bene t So etie nd Union"· But t projec e 
. Syd ey/ 
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Sydn y Jo n r enefit Sooi ty 0 Ju Y, 55, i ttf nt n e to' 
r utu und to 0 too s, 0 a on b 

o ~ oth r , nd .... 0 to p vid for tbe r ot b in r -

e 0 i tc m ber J 
?O.to": b n i. i 1 be ub itt. d oro -

pee us nd code 0 Ru . e nd B ons, r OU to th ir 

b in . 1 l y ...._,n ro- .ed. 

h p ct ,...s to nrol Fri nd y Soci y nder 
...the n 1 h by hioh th Co rt 0 r r ad 

-l g cl t e· poa1 t " on 0 th .U . B. S. ore b til , 
ovemb r, I 41, ·ne ru n r u, .. t ons o •. the Sydney 

C r nter ~ n Jo· n r ' Soc ty re 110 ed a d n-
71.ol e by Co ·t 0 rt r Se. sion • Th s . th · 

OT'G in er 't ng b C in roh~ 18 , t e Sooi ty be n 

en d in a tri e . etter fr on o e join r u ti 1 d 

the trik , re r .ing t t h Soc ety 1 n or t o ot ct on of 

o r e n 00 " , ff b 1 i. jU e 

t e e d · anded re unre son _bl 7• rt • iP on :r i ty 

c ved bet en th ruction or 'ro ct on of r de nd 

tool°-" , ....nd a-re '-11 "" V 0 • 

Indeed, th 8 . nt r tin So ty 8 to it '1 r 

ert e 0 ot ct on of t CouTt, n on of 8 

;:, th .t .ny th Soei . y OS s 1 tools by . ire,• IC, 

ace ent or t ert, u on aldn ...., r d vi t 0 the C befor 
h. t.c:ri r~te, the Soci ty 1 rovii with nother t of to • 

In · r . , g tr te to hom b of h C ty h Q r"'n. 

he ee , p e to t e th fi vi t, nd nc n
75. 

C e ·th t it h d sYS been "co pl o e · ul _1 tyn. 

In Y, '45, t Journ y e er i e\ se re ented 

t r u or t h p -rov 0 the c~, " but the ch _ 

d t t he 1 no .t k SU h pprov 10U; d be g ven 

t on 0 Sydn y ot be n ur oi·e ly 1 re to n OU e 
n74.th 1 en or Be er t Soci tie r th p~rt cu ar tr-de . 

e 1oym nt beneri t mu t )l V been on th rules or t e e 

So ie e I 



Societie, nd ust h ve been p s ed in 1 42 by the Court of 

Quarter 8 ions, omitting the rule of t h e C rpenter 

Society. But these ino1dents h d brou ht the orkin or the 

ng ish Act into such doubt that, in November, '45, ent orth 

brou ht in· "Friendly Soci .tie Bill", "in strict . coordance 

1 th tho e or ·a simi r n ture in force in Engl nd, w ich had for 

1 s object the regulation of' thos Societies 1 ready in exi tence 
r d i.75.in the colony, a_nd or others hioh mig ht h-ere ft r be onne • 

.In the enunci tion of tbe benefit reoogn ed, unemp oyment mich 

come under the c aus at ting th t a Society oould b to · ed 

"for any other purpo. e hich is not 11 egal. n But thi s ohanee 

for the unions a s ept ay by the decl T tion "that no e ret 

society .h ving signs, count r ign s, p s ord or numbers nor any 

tr de society h 1 be en-titled to the benefit." 

-Th· s cl se as not removed until ne riendly 

Societies' Act in Ootober, 1855, repe led the old Act. ent-

orth' motive in bringing in the ct re doubtful. There is 

n hing in h · s reported st temen t to ndi·ca e h t h a actin 

ag n. t th ·interest of t 1e Trade Societies, and e k o t t 
76 e l s al ys nteres ed in the p ogre s or the A.O. B. S., • but 

1 t i urprisin that h..., dee ares, erely "the t o principa 

soc e tie of the kind lready fonned e?e the Sydney ot 1 Abstin-

ence Society and the A.U.B .. S., both o hioh . 1 ere in prosp-erou 

cond t--ton.n He mu~ h ve been a re of the existe ce and 01~1m 

or the tra.de societies, not only bee u e o't their ap~ li eations to 

t e Quarter Sec-sion , but beeau se of the .nt goni am whioh the 

societf'e had fomented ith re ard to ent orth him e r. 
tever: hi motive, the Bill s p seed, nd r . des 

union denied the ri t or deve1o in along Friend y Soci Unes. 

But in a period hen so oon ervat ve Society s the 

Carpenter and Joiners ou d strike, there ...ere other Socie ·1es 

h"ch vo ed he·r intentions more op nly~ The Compositoro re 

peoi 1 example of the g re s1 ve union. mo intel .i ent 

cl s of men th n in ny othe tr de, their insubordin t ion a 

o oriou , a.n t i ossib e th t ction,whioh other trade ere 
c refu1/ 
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c reful to hide, they took pri e in bri.ngin before the pub ic 

notice. 

!he ~reamble to tbei r ru es decl red "th t the 

present and prospeeti ve interest .a of the Trade re-qu re un on: 

nay, inequality of ?"10es, i ful mi-sinterpret tion o the 

sca..t,. e , or the obioa.ner1es or- unjust employers can be P.:-- ied. 

he chief aim of th1 s union is the protection of the wages .or 
labour. n 

An el bor te con titution witb t lea t 25 rules _ as 

dra n up, and for ny member " ho, thou h adh ring to the eustorn 

of the rade, be tyrannic lly discharged", a sea e or unern-

ploymen~ benefit as deel a red. · 

'rhe Society's rul·ng was absolute. 

Rule XXIII. rtflhatever the rievano.e aomp ained or 
may b~, no member shall or his own account leave his employ · 

without first bring1Rg his c se before the Cammi ttee, by· 

delivering the f aots in r1t1ng to the Pre ident, who is empo ered 

to ummon :a eommi tee ro-rtb i th to inve-stigate the complaint 

ho shall 1 y their opinions b.efore the next monthly meeting for 
77fin 1 dee ion .u : 

It i . be observed th t thi strong auth.ori t tlve 

union inai ~ts upon trade regul tion, not only 11th refe nee to 

a rice schedule, but also in any gr e_vanoe between an emp oyer, 

and a union member. 

'!'he strength of the Compoai tors was, in- gre 

due ' t<t +th~- force of the S~cret~ry, one Peter 'fY¼g:, ured-hot 

radic~l'', reputed to be a_ Ch rtist, an d a ttmop"~ with n unueu . l 

bitterness a ·ainst the employing cla s~ He ·rote long e•t't.e'rs 

to the. papa rs, and invol.ved the Soeiety in,, at least> two etrikes. 

'l'he fi _r~ , probably in :'ST, -or 138, a a succe sfu attemj,t-.to 
7g

rai~e the eompo. itors• wag~=is from £2/-/~ to £2/5/-. · Another- ·,:-:. -

~· 

strtk~_was oontem .ated_~me time late~,. but the Soc· ety found . 
80itself ~ithout suffieient_tumis. • It was se,rious y ha.m~-ered 

"l~-

,:.by the continual rrl.v .1 :or immigrants, , and a on standing. annoy-

.. nee ·as turned to exasp~r tion hen, in _May, 138, the "Au tra 1 , n" 
adverti ·sed/ 
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advertised that, from 51-40, oompos· tors might find employment 

in Sydney. Letters were immedi te l y ,ri tten to the Journeymen 

Com ositors or Great Britain and Ireland,. eon-tra.d1ct1ng the 

statement, nd gi ·1ing aoJ ious det ails concerning the actual 
. 81. A posit on . -gaJ n , in arch, '3.-, l ette r s w-e re 1 ritten whieh 

\ 

,ere said to have checked the e gr tion ·or a numbe r of co • 

posi tors.82 • But, in the meantime, the a~ploye rs t the 0 Rer ldn 

of 1 , fe ring an inoreaRe in wages, began to en ge extra . 
prentices whereon the Compositors held a general meeting in 

January, 840, and passed and - forw rded to the "Heral d" 

resolution detai ing the proportion bet een apprentices and 

Journeymen printers, and rt respectfully aoliai ting" an ns .er before 
85fi ·ed date~ • rt-a ans ·er having been received, the "Bera.Jd1•s " 

oomposi tors struck work.. . T o ugazette" oo.mposi tors ho- h1id 

joined the rr y . ere sentenced tot o months' bard .abour ror 
. bsenting t emsel ves from ork 1 tbout leave, and another com~ 

posi tor ·ho pl eaded sore eyes as an · excuse for absence from work, 
84•a s aente c-ed to 14- - .daye•* ;uard- labour i-n the house o f correcti on . 

·!he "Her d" Eippealed to the Government nd as 

sup lied with convict compositors to ta.ke the place of the - trik-
85. ers. '!'he aggrieved aocie y sent deput ations .i th two sucoess-

1 ve memori ~ls to Gipps, but on the second occa sion, M-His Exce 1-

ency rep 1ied that he knew nothing bout 1 tn 1- and l eft the room 

'3-bruptly. 

A a last resort, a on th . .te the stri e h d commenced, 

10-15 journeymen dompositora advertised their wil ingness to 

enter into en .gement 1th ster Printe rs in Port Phillip, 

Launceston, Hob rt to n , - South Australia and Ne . ·zea. and. _.~ -!h_ey 

explained th.1 advertisement was "in oonsequ-enee of the refu.:Sa 
. . 
of sonie O'f the M s.ter P~n~_ers or ·sydne_y _to com 

;.r •_· 

st ·nq$n~g1 , in conseq~ n_c~.. \oo., of the Government a slating; th_em 

1th ·oo~v1ot labour, and _~ha: resumptio# ~._..(in -faot) in Sydney a or 
a~e. · 

the as·signment system. n =- _ 

A/ 
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A simil a r spirit is dispL yed by the Journeymen 

b ker , ho struck because of t o firms, one attempted to reduce 

,Pges, and the other to out do n the number of employees while 

expec ing the recuced number of men to do the same amount of 

work._87 • 

In th one case, the men's demands ere acceded to, 

but, in the other, refused. Then, declares the scribe r -ph-

ioally, "when the men, s a matter of course, turned out", the 

Government, again appealed to, gain supplied convicts to do tbe 

work. 

A memorial as presented to the Governor, and later 

His Excel ency as wait d upon, but ithout result. 

A journeymen baker r1 tes emphatioally - n e iah 

His E eel .enoy; or whoever may be e-onoerned, to kno that it is 

not agreeable to the spirit of the British laws that the 

privileges of tradesmen should be so encroached upon. SUoh 

things ou d not be tolera. ed in Engla..rid, ~nd e wish most .respect-

fully to submit to Hia Exoe. lenoy t e impropriety of .sanctioning · 

euoh prooeedin . s here. n 

An interesting and probably typical union 1 s the 
88.Operative Boot and Shoemakers. The union, either a. .one, or 

in eollabo ration 1th the srnal masters, had drawn up price 

statement, which a. few of the small masters bad si ned. But 
ao. 

Sloman, the "king or the cobblers", seems to have si ned the 

_ "Havin'"' entioed"dooumentin the hope or gaining better workmen. e . , 

as the ~nion indign~ntly declares, "these best workmen from otheT 

shops,'~ he g ve them the greed price rates, but recouped h · ·ns lt 

by keeping the men" 1ttle more than half employed." 

"Gentlemen'',- appeals the Union t.0 the s a ~l mastex-s, 

tt_oan such inconei stent conduct be looked upon by a respect•b:1-e 
. ·:. ' . 

body ot ni ster _.and men., _-,n-d passed by i thout notice?" 
:._4 ' .. :t..,. • ' 

•.. _· ..\:,,t 

sati.~ri ···tne ~wakened eU:ri'o:a; ty or the l a ~abiding sm 11 
I • ~°7~ 

the ,O~on published a ., ,et~~!- from Sloman wherein 

c1·a.1~~~~, "th . t no otier sho,- ~. can be oa led a egal shop 

You/ 
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n ou all ough.t to be shqzned ·to ork or Flech r or Vickery or 

W lcox or T _ole or old TUrley or Pri tc!'Hird. 

for masters becau s_. they i ve you the 10/-, but tivh at do they 

give oth_er m•en? You tt t llt"Ork a t that ·r at e a re the grea,test 
· 90. 

scabs. u 

trong sense or the oommon i nterests of masters 

and op ~r t1 ves 1 s a o ins anc.ed by t he temporary Union or the 

Cabinet-Makers fUld Upbo l starers with the maste r ... to discuss 'the 

question of po ection. 

In December7 '42, the s t ers ere d to ttend a 

general eeti ng or t he Onion, and di scuas the causes of the 

present stagn a tion in tr, de. It 1a. decided that the com-

petition or Amsrioa.n goods was unfa1 :r, as 1 t was suspected that 

the oods ere · -de ··tth prison ..i..9.bour. '!he Amerloarl Consu 

protested against t hisinsinuation, but Gip.ps,who recei ved a 

de uta tion 'Pi t .. a. memor· tL, decl red tha t he •roul d do bis best to 

see th _t the colo 1 · 15 per c nt. ad valorem d~ty on imported 

goods as enfo:reed . Tbe Ameriaans h d o tan eac, ped the duty 
01. 

by pa.eking o e p · ace of' fu.rni ture in 1de anot er. 

The other tr"d•es were struck with the wisdom or the 

Cabin t-Makers' o1an, end sever 1 priv te meetings of the trades 

,ere held to consider the ,;l sdom- of foJ:lo i ng the Cabinet-lakers' 
92. 

po . iey. 

Pr tection is a l so plank in the platform or the 

ut.ual Pro·tection Assooi e.tion. 

Several societies were formed,. not so· mu.ch for mutu 1 

benaf1 t .or gg ressive action, a t.o protec t themselve s a gainst the 

eom e i t i of uns~i11ed meri. Tb.is a s the .,,.vowed re son for the 

.,..1 t 0 Sh" , 95• th P • t ""I bn A_;·f o a.ti. on o f th_. e o a r s c;,, u drtg i. ers, _ e a.in e ra, t' um er..s 

and Gl~~iers, 0 •-- ,..nd the F:el mongers or New South ales, who pro• 
1v1d~d for the issue of "certi f ·eates, gr:1oe with s. eh 'lrac ' ,ori tio_ 

engraving and subscribed by th-e Chairman and Se-c:reta ry of tl}e 

Society . n95• It is r1 tting thst t his very je ous nd exclusive 

trade ahou d ba the firs.t to protest in November, '41, ·a.g .net 

the/ 
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· 96.
the e p .oyment of some 18 or 20 Chinese in the ater_oo Mills; 

the e men ho h~d been employed for some time washing .-.ool 

had lg, teiy . ttbeen pleased to ork along wi th Europef;i.n workmen, so 

that, by observing the manner in h · ch the skin i _e.s fellmongere.d, 

etc., they might be initiated into the tTade. 0 The !'el monger 

were so indignant that they called meetin of the different 

tr des, and a v3gue proposal to form anworking-rn~n 's As oci tio·na 

as di eu saed. 

It 1 ,s possible also that the Hand Lo·om eavers united 

against unski lled oompeti tion. 'fhe tre.cie .ms· grP.du l y being 

ousted by unski -, led labour, and by the appearance at the stesm-

loom. .. eaving. The first ate mill oame in ~859, and, du~ing 

the tortie ~, two of. the o d firms disappeared. In June, 1850, 

the Hand Loom eavers r-i te a pathetically futile letter, arguing 

that there are too many a.oaidents in· the steam mi .:.. ls and tb t,in 
97. any case, the work i. s not o good as .ha.nv:,J ork . 

'i'he, Shipwrights, too, though roiined !! t first mN.nly 

as a Benefit Society,.. .beoame suocesst'ul enough to gro ex9lusive. 

In December, 1840, three ship·vri .~hts were brought befo r e the 

Court a;s a test .c ~ se under the newly pasae;d ·Masters and Servants 

Act, charged with '3.bsenting. themae · ves from hired service, '!'he 

evidence of the ster· of the ship ,as ttik•en ( hi e the ..,ervants' 

evidence. was excluded · t· ·s r,;as not, ho ·rever, a general customeo 

during tba next fi ·ve ye~rs), who deposed that a certain P tt1 on 

t1ad beet1 pl oed ?ver the mea as foreman, but the prisoners refu ed 

to work 11nder h:-im '!bee .use he was not in their c ....ub." Pattison 

1 so dep<?sed · that tthe ~"as net. a m~mber or t he Ship . rights 1 c1u·b: 

he once as, nd he believed· the p ri sonera ere at the time. 11 

-

The prisoners .were fined £5/12/-- ach , being the · damage 

sustained by the p a.intiff, together with costs (gaol in default) . 

t.rhis v ry .interesting incident 1 s the only oase I : 

have met or Union v,. loa--Union labour. I do not thin~ it can 

h ve be n ener.. l among ~he trades .. It w s the Ship rights 1 

unusua pos_t i on in having as members nalmo.st the hole o · the 

tr de" , th t g . ve them polfl.. r to d1otate . 

Moreover, the r ight dur in t ese year as aQ'. · n t 
~-oonvi~t 

98 
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conviot nd coo le l bour, nd had not yet n rro ed don to 

Union v. Non-Union b is. 

The ssi tant Dr pers . re the only A sociation to 

fi _ht for shorter hours duririg the perl'od under sur ey. T~e r 

object ,S to reduce hour rro 4 to 2, but pet ·.ti n to the 

ter-s in 1 40, 99. a defe t d, and th sub ject lap ed until 

'44, hen 87 nt Dr er ca bined, rou eu the tov. to 

in ign tion nd e d pub e meeting._,, t one or whi ch B e.nd , an 

nd Loe , spoke. · A p tit on s presented to the 1 aster 

Drapers, signed by 1,729 people, nd eventua ly all the ter 

greed to the tenns. But in J anuary , '4 , one of the Dr per 

broke the ., r ement, nd 12 s ist nts truck. The s er to d 

t em they need not come . b ok. lOO. After this, the A"'sociation 

disappe~red, nd a ccessor in 1 ter y rs h s no · nduo -ri l 

functions ~atsoever. 

On extremely import nt, but diffieuit, l ue ion re-

main tor our consideration - t e use or the OU _e O C 1 .• The 

C rn Jntero and Joiners ve notice of a House of Cal1 ~t t e Crown 

!md Anchor in February, '41, lOl. n rly year aftf~r the Society 

had been e;q blis ed. Ne ly formed in I 45, . gain tr,e Hou or 
C 1 as fi ed, t the White Hor e Inn. 102. In a fer SC ttered 

minu es 0 '46 9tion is carrl d th · t r. Ho lm n, the inn-' 
keeper, be paid n ins a ent of £'3/-/-,- t ou heth r this 

O, 103 •. inc udes t h e House o f C oxpe ses, and the rent is not c e .r.C4,...L 

At 11 events, it i cert in that the inn-k eper i 

p id _o,.r his service, nnd t tone of his ervice is to oonduot 

th Hou-se of Call. 

In April , -, 40., t . e Oper ti ve Painter~ esta · hed 

House of Cal at · Rob Roy Hotel, n here orkmen could be h d by con-
.. 104. 

tract, or or 8 / - per day . " In December, they ch nge to 
r. vercoe's Tempe nee Roo , ere also the mont ly etin 

1 5.begin to b e e d • 

In December, 145, t e Slaters .and S i 1er a so 
106 •est bl~shed the r House -of Cal t r . vercoe's . 

The/ 



-45-

The Plasterers'Houve or Call is est blished in June, 
107'42, t the Rose and Thi tle • - for no obvious reason when 

other sober soc etie a.r.e meeting in Temper~noe Roome. 

The Engineers, Mi:llwri· hts~ Tenders and &nits 

est bliehed their Ho se of Call in May 1 1840, lOB. .t r. Ed ards, 

King Geo. III. This as a tribute to Mr. Ed ards, a prominent 

member or the Society, onoe the- Secretary of the A.U.R.6. The 

So•oiety exp1a.ined that ttit as stablished to maintain a Hou e 

of Call such a , thos~ at h001e, which· have proved so useful to 

working c asses in the Mother Country." 

But the member - nnounoed that the emp oye~ as to p y 

1/- for e ch apolic t on and the ·orkm n 6d. - sums rich 1ere too 

high for the ordi.n ry tradesman. 

These sora s of info . tion do not he us gre tly in 

attemptin ) to e timate ho r~r the House of Call r1 ed the place 

of modern Labour Exchange. One fears, judgin by the const1nt 

chan -e from one set or rooms to another, that they ere not very 

suooessfu in ttaining t teir <;>~-jeot. 'f 1ere 1 s but one examp e 

of n advertisement to the Tr de ' Union or We vars, Spinners nd 

arpers, applyi.ng for workers in a Botany 109111. • 

It as not as, industriAl bodies purely , that these 

On one were to affect Auatrali hi story. Their i ssion lay in 

the der field or politics, to hich we no: turn. Let u_- r1 rst 

con ider the r -egulat ons under the dubious i flnenoe of w ich 

the members of tr de socie e ere liable to puni ehmen t (Chap. V). 

Then i our p th be elear for a free discussion or the centre 

o the movement (Chap . VI). 
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CHAP'!ER V. 

M STEB AND SEBVANT. 

In Hunter' e Governmen and Gener Order of' 10th 

ch , 1797, oecu.r s the following reminder: 

"It ay not be improper to remin d the set.tlers Ii t, 

in ord r to prevent an1 kind o dispute between the ma t e r 

nd erv. nt, hen they have occasion to hire ma.A for any 

length of time, th1-.t they wi ~ . find it proper nd conve-

nient to hire for a ~uarter, a half-ye ar, or year and to 

make their agreement in writing, from which , shoul d any 

dispute rise, Beneb or Magistr tes 111 , t 1 'times, 

be able o settle it, the English 1 being very ful and 

clear on t e subject." 

cqu rie further issued an order on July _4th, 1815, 

which, in four dr~stia sentences, defined the power of the 

m ster, nd the penalti.es against a serv nt. 

(1) Any person harbouring a convict to be fined £10. 

(2) l, o pars.on to employ servants wi ,thout previously see ng 

and examinin_ the eerti fic"lt of par om, reedom, 

or tioket-of-le ve: or, ,1 thin 48 hours after hi r · n , 

t o t . ke them to the Magistr tea or the Dlstr·ct to 

have their n es re istered. 

(5) o free perso.n or prisoner to remove from his place 

of esidenoe or emp oyment, ·ith.out Ni ving private 

notice to, or obtaining the con ent or, the Magistrate 

or t ,he Di . trict through wh ch they i ntend to travel. 

(4) Any su .spioious ,persona offerin themse1 ves as servants 

or tro ling id y about the country, can be app:re_-

hended by th0 ·ettlers and te,ken before the Df triot 

· st-rates: or, if they oannot be taken, infor-

m, tion must be odged. 

aoquarie 1 s -regulations ere not ne • La s gainst 

h rbouring runs.,. y convicts had been p ed since the found ation 

of/ 
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of the set lement it had been ound imper~tive , that all persons 

hould be ble to 1 ve an account or themsel vee; and va ra.ncy 

la. s, corresp,ondin strangely to the En ish a~ of Settlement, 

h d been passed by Bunter. 

The bvo re u at1on · illu trate our att· tude hieh may 

not nnrai rly be defined as pproval or the settler, and dis-

a,pproval or the convict; or, in other 1,·ords, the recognition 

of the sett er' po-~ers, ranted by virtue of the oonviot status. 

Definitely, the ord.er give any et tler the po er of a justice 

1 ssuing a iarr nt. 

By a very simple extension, the terme settler" and 

oonviot" had become, even in Hunter• s order, practically ide, tic al 

1,ith the terms "master~ and "servant". Ana1 yse Bunter1 a oraer, 

and observe that he uses th tei,n "ma.star" as a mere vari nt for 

tbe tenn u set tlert', and th t he does not use the word "con v ctn 

at al , al though the "serve.nt" of · bom he speaks 1 s mo re sure y 

the ge-pnd -eonvict. And Macquar e's order, ,1 though r~eog-

nising the ....i stinct1on betwe,ep ~!feman and con viet, ino url_~~ both 
~~~:1i::· 

under the term "se vant". I t 1 s not onderful tnat , i th legi s- · 

1 tion o v gue, H,mnib_a. Macarthur as foroed to spend so ;.muoh 
. ,:~ 

or h1 .s time in settling dispute between master s.nd servants. 

Aft.er 1914 indeed, _M ,c uarie 's order was not included in · the 

Al a.nae, s though the g~ th of variou a cl.asses had rende-red 1 t 

inoper ti ve. '!'ha 1 ws were harsh enough a they stood, but i t 

the ar ument in our fir t chapter is correct, the erva.nt 's po ers 

re .r . r beyond his reco,gni :ed 11m1tations. _'fbe evil or the 

yatem bore mo t heavily QJ_s>n the m ster ho had gro to -e-0n oe ve 

theiT e-g po ers as natur 1 rigbts.t and who, cones J1-ently, re re 

deeply rrronted by the ~ervants 1 f " l ure to conform. 

'l'he ohang·e betwem these orde s,: _nd- the first Masters 

and Se rvants' Aot, pa sed in 1828}•is very m rked. I n the interim, 

ppa r . ntly , En li -h Acts h d been re orted tot nd oonfus o-n 
-· 

had. 

ari en bet een them and ~be ool oni l ,orders. o:reov r, iri ·1824, 

- a{ 
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n w It ters nd Servants• Act had come into force in England, 

blob m de it binding on the Magistrate to i sue warrant u.pon 

eomp_ int by oath or the M ter. ,.he doubts ore . ted,added 

possibly to the influence or the immigrants from 1822 on rds, 

made it necessary to pas-s some definite r ·egulations, for the 

uid nee or colonial magistrates. 

It is remark ble that, t one bound , oolonial legi s-

1 tion 'passes from the one ex reme to an . ttitude far mo re 

i ter l tha was evidenced by. the terms or the ne ly passed English 

Act. here is no provision for issuing a warrant,, on y " aft e r 

conviction ha1 . he be committed to the house of correctio , or 

common aol. n 1h11 the conviction may be before one. ma 1atr te 

only, a in Engla d, unl ke the Eng ish a there i~ ppea _ to the 

next Court of Quarter Ses · ons., and, upon proof" or ill u . e by the 

master, the a reement may be cancel ed, nd ed x montha' a es paid 

as d mages. It 1 true th t the penalties imposed for neglecting 

or refus n to ork, o-r for spoiling and destroying property, a?'e 

more serious than in England - but t .. is colo,ny .as u ed to serious 

puni shmenta. '!'he importance of the Act, is ·t,h t, for t he ·n.rat 

time in our leg s ation1 the rights of the serv~nt are seriously 

reoo ··mi sed. 1he servant may be sentenced to ix ,1-0ntha in the 

common gaol, or three- month in thehouse of eorrectio-n, and to 

fo:rrei t al hi ages and p!iy., but the master o o ends must a . o 

pay six. months• ages . 

'!'his Act as Teputed to ork, ill, and for some time 

bef'ore 1840, a said to be inoperative, through doubts gard ng 

the ma ietr t -e' s summary Jurisdiction. But, for ·several ye rs 

~ter its approval i .t w- s o~,rt -1~ y oper ti ve, - rut~ oft~n (?,~~ 
Jud es_; from stray reference~) to the det~~nt ot 'the s.ervaJrt~ 

·.:.:;_ 

and t -ow.ards the latter _,J~b:ftr~ies, he was a.etua ly un n re o-t. its 
Eixi ten:ee, even t~ougb)c\·,,.~'lr it, \unart!Jlellt had been in si: . . Jpon 

the m•~~ers or the Typo -ra:p~ers' Union:. _ fhe ju 

·fUlY general qonoept;l.:trn or the n~tti'J!l 
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-Mechanios ere ur ri sed hen, in _840, the 

p _ss e throu~h the Hou e of Ne Ma~ter and Servants' Bil 

brou ht under th · r otice. From the Gover ment noin't of 

vie, it as t e to . ct. Strike h _d be ome common~ s rvan e 

ere insubordina e, the o er c l as e di res_e ; tful. Soo i 

had res.re 1 ts u y he d in the public w-courts, nd re dy 

eatings of the labour ng c l as es h d been he d, here the con-
e ou ne ttof the pre ent mis overnment of th oolony" s 

ex re 2. sseu. 

'fhe Bill dr fted in ecord no th the rec e d -

tion of a policy committee oft revious ye r. It provided 

"th a hired servant who hou d bsent im e l f from hisser ·ce, 

or refuse, or negl ct to ork in diligent .anner, or hou d 

return hi ·o rk, or quit th ame, be o-re 1 t s r1n·shed, or be 

uil ty of any isdemeanour, 111-beh viour, or misc rr a e i his 

ervice, 1 ht on the o th of one witness before one or more 

justices or the peaos, be committed to the common g ol, mulct 

of his ages, and ~kept to:· hard ·bour for th r e ca ena r rnonths . n 

(1) One justice of the pe ce a em 0 1ered to ie ue 

a·rr nt for the arre t of an, ts yet not roved 

uil ty. 

(2) The interpret. tion or the v:ords "mi sd me ou rtt, "il -

beh viou r, n nd 'mi ca:rri a e" as who y t the 

di er tion of this justic , so th t, it asv 

pointed out, a m n might be out in g ol for rerusin 

to touch h s bat to his m ster. 

(5) Lastly, the combination of the three punishments- of 

g · 1 , hard labour nd os o.r ·es as extremely _ 

evere, t i st e, in ·the colony's hi t o ry ._ 

a r·rst two point ere oonoerned, 

the Aot s harsher than the 28-9 Act.! .. 

this A0-t ou d have become a had it not been 'for the exertions 

of man, than hom Au ra 1- h s os eased no son ore honour. b e. 

e deliber tely turn aside to ketch the c reer •or thi 

man/ 
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man , whose history is or such import an ce to the Austra li n La,bou r 

ovement. Wil l i Augustine Dunc an was born at B .ueflel d in 

t h e pa r sh o-f Towie , Aber aeenshire, in 1811, being de cended on 

the m t.erna side from " !i- f amily · which onoe boa sted the possession 
5.of regal honours in the es of Scotland" , while, during e 

lon residence in that p a.rt of the country hi s r a ther• s ·ramtly 

tth ad,· by their ater · ng __i nte rl ty of . o¢~duct, commanded to an 

unusu degre the esteem nd respec~ of their nei ghbours of all 

rank. lf 

illiam, the fourth of six children, 1nber1 ted the pride 

of the one, nd the integrity of the othe r side of the house . · 

B ving exhibited abi l ity t a very earl y William , s intendede1 

f'or t he Scotch Kir ; but, at hi f t her•s de~th, the ten years' 

old boy as forced to en age in f a nn work, to act a e over eer to a 

body of pl · nters, and to teach. Being, _t 15~ af ieted with 

" an oppressive ...omess of p-iritsn, he "engaged in the study or 
religious controversy," and · s led, "my mind being of a logical 

oastn, to pronounce him e r a ftoman Ca tholic. 

He was re·aei ved into t he Chureh in 1826, but., f inding 

1 t impo . sible "to i ve quietly · th my family, .hioh snow f ull 

of the r anoour of religious bate" , he eft i.t. 

On his journey to Aberdeen, the 16 ye ars• old lad 

1 ved for several d ys wi tbout food , end sl ept in the open fie ds 

r a ther than acknowledge his de t i tut@ condition. It as hi a p .an 

to enter the priest- hood, but numerou ob ta.oles were pla,ced i n _ 

his y bY priests · ho ppe r to b a v-e been Je a ous of' t he .bQy ' 

extraorqina ry abill ty, nd annoyed by his inde, endenee . After 

ai tin .ror some years, Dµnc n g ve up all thoughts of his ·•v0:oa.tion• 

end married . 

1n vigorous pamphleteering !'or ' the Churob, his business wa·tt ruined, 
• • • n : < • . ~- •

' . 4 . 
and h~_,, turned a ain to U, . ohing and to Journ 11 m. 

iberally- minded, be . took an ·aet1.ve part ·fn ad_vocat1ng t he 
};, . 

.te'f"orm 

Bill, , s c ring the e eot:fon to the Reform P rliament ot 

'l'he Ter1 stoorat ,ho afte . rd-a o\lt him in the -l obbies or the House. · 

as possibl y some oonneetion bet een this mEuiber of the Re o·m 
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Parliament !ind L -dy Lovet who ave Dune n an introduction to a 

certain Mr. Jerminghem in London. This gentleman as ei the:r 

himself a ship's surgeon, or as rel ted to a Mr. Jermingham 

or that profession. By this means, Duncan as introduced to the 

missionary-priest, ·or. Ullathorne, l;ut, late y back from the wilds 

of Austra.11 , proe1a1mi~g to shan:re-stri eken Engl nd t e call 

to a Catholic -ission in a land ~rhere England 1 a national sin had 

grown to full harvest . Ul athorne spoke or what he h d seen out 

back on 1onely st tioris where the servant a -holly at his 

master's meroy: he- spoke or des erate deeds and or malignant 

puni hment here master and servant ere equally godless : he · 

pointed t .o the sh eful herding together in ships nd compound 

and to the evi that ran unch eked through the Sydney streets. 

It waa with kno~ edge that he spoke • kno ledge th . t went only 

as fr as the things that be had seen. i th our sober mecha.ni es 

th heat or hi . grant passion was not coneerned: he preached 

a orus de - yet, h·ad he but known it, the land was orking out 1 ts 

' oT se.l vation.·-
Duncan must have caught fire like dry tinder, although 

Ullatbprne seems to have been little enough concerned about -his 

recruit: He merely states, ttffavin lre dy se two eompan-ie 

of priests to Sydney, as ,e 1 as severa school teao~. ers, we came 
5 on later. n • And, to Dunean 1 s indignation, he , s sent to s all 

Catholic Sohool t ait1and. 

Re quickly r ..,.·turned to Sydney, and evidently impr~ssed 

both Po ding and Ollathorne with his sbili ty, becoming, in·"', Au ust, 

'59 edi or of the tirst Catholic ne s aper, "'fhe Auatr lasian, -

Chronicle." Bnt !lever was religious paper condnoted on uch 

radical lines. 'l'he force or the Reform Agitation -as not< .. ~-e 

stemmed in the narrow channels of religiot1a contro , e-rsy, andi · . 
. -

almost at bound, Duncan becf:lme the exponent of the opera:ti~e _, 

c assea. 

Of all his ~riumpbs, the resi stanoe to the . aste1\e and-

Sel"van ts Bil ill perh_~s .become the most famous. He opi!:lA"8d , the 

cmp_paign/ 
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c p ign on September 4th, 1840, by e ader, dee • ring : 

"We have Just perused one of the most extraordin ry 

documents t t as ever penned- in a civilised eoun ry" , nd 1n 

ter e a.n em h tio an u ge proceede d to poi nt out i ·ts injustice 

nd the anife ...t need t here - r:r s f o r the operative to bestir 

t he selve , nd prate t 8. in t t h e p S: in of · the Bi In 
tt 6. e es or strong artic es" , h e an alysed and re-.an a.J y ed the 

Bill so cle rly th t th 0 t 11 itera t e orki ng man cou d under-

st nd ho re~tly hi intere ts ere threatened~ On September 

29th , t he a t rtiole as ri tten, and on Septer ber 50th, 1. 

o lled a _ ub io meetin or t e O er tive, "one of the most 

numerously attended meeting s bich has ever taken pl ce since t he 
1 . 

roundation of the co ony ~" The prooeedings o ened t 7 p . m~ , 

and ive re uti ons ere proposed, econded, nd o rried. A 

petition, hich ha prev1ou ly be n d r n up , 

. eeting, an it s carr ed that His Honour, the Chief J ustice 

(Sir J s . Do ling ) be respectfully requested to present th -et tior 

to the Council. A resolution w a pas ·ea, voting t h e thanks or 
the e ting t~ the Editor of the Au trrl 1 n Chronicle, f or 

brin in the provisions of the Bill under the not1. oe of the ··publi o, 

nd th three treme dous roan for Hannibal a.c rthu r, tbe 
a. 

avo ed ene y or the ,ior "ing els. se , the tin ai ssol ved . n 

Ho ever troub l e their dre ms, th v limit Sydney 

mechanic di d not sle p t next mornin , nd before 11 o'cl ock, 

no le than B, 000 ersons d signed the pet·tion sh ete. · On 

the d ay , the eti tion a s presented to a humb, ed Council . 

Gip~ vo a , ~s usual, that "he had had nothing to do with the 

Bill" , t he Colon1a Seeretary oke e oquent y to 'the ef eat t hat 

the- purposes of the Bill h d been misunderstood , b t rem r ed 

su ve y· 9 that perha it . ulo be bette r tot .ke ome time to con-

si ·er the peti t·on. ' The Attorney-Gene al pointed out the 'gene r a 

dif io lties of legisl tion on th s subject nd the pet ton 
.. 

. w s 

r cei ved and re d . 

'fbe Act, h. ch fi na ly received assent on the 20th 

October,9 • o hesitant in ton th t, for the next fi ve years 
it s/ 
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its actua ,. provisions ere very doubtful. 

t provided that, i r any male servant sha. 1, i thout 

reasonable or euf'ficient excuse during any part of the time 

for which he is hired or engaged, absent him.se f rrom work, or 

refuse or neglect to ark in a diligent manner at his trade or 

oal i'.fi , or sball return· bis work or desist before it, ls finished, 

any justice of the peace, upon com laint by oath of one -or more 

credible person -or per ons aha.11 cause the offender to be brou t 

befor~ any to or ore Justices of the peace (one or hom may be 

the s id justice of the peace), and (1) fo rf'ei ture may be exacted 

of all or part of hi ages, (2) a smn may be aid not exeeedin 

twice the amount of th d ._ age. 

On failure to pay, ' suoh a person ma.y be oommitted to 

oommon gao or thr ~e months. 

'!'he Counci J 's mind has been gre tly altered. A.·magis-

tr -te h s no o·er to commit an untried servant to ga.ol: a single 

m 1strat bas no summ ry ·powers under the- Act: one justi.ce or 
the pe oe may iesu a summon.s, on oath, not from th '' aste-r , but 

from ttcred1 ble person or ersons", and the of e :.der must· be 

brought before to Justices oft e peace tor judgment. 

Punishment by imprisonment is no longer enforoee.ble 

and can only ta e place hen the servant is unable to pay tbe fine 

or damages. omen servants are not to be committed to g ol. 
Unfortumte1-y, the · ording of this liber l act ereated 

o much perplexity that, ia 18 45_, by the advice or a Sel e-ot Com-

mi ion on the a.aters and Servants Act, 1 t as rapea.led, end more 

stringent penalties _introduced. !here, is no 'reason to .suspect 
.. - ; 

the 145 let or an illiberal tendency, but, as · the result of ·: a 

reat deal of honest perp : e _xi ty on the :n· ture of the relations 

betweeri_master and servant,~ and the extent or the magistr ~ -_t-s 

po~ers i h re erence -ta both . Before the Commission ere_c,11 ed, 
., ~, 

among other , both Duncan ""nd Macdermott and nei th . r "found mu-eh 

wro.n - w1 th the princip.le ·o! the Aet~·u10• , ~th, however, r vou'.red 

the e .. t b .1sbment of oourt, consist. ng ot magistrate and .. . 

ssessors, the latter chosen like Jurymen. -M~cdermott, h~se. 

testimony/ 

1 
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test1 ony i c- radio 1 in the extreme, declares, "I would rat er 

not give the magistrates the oo er of sumnH1ry jurisdiction~ es-

pee J ly ln the eountry places", and Duncan h s "no doubt taa.t 

nythlng under the name of ,a Jury would inore .se their (th~ 

orking classes) confidence -very much." 

The Bi . l finally d-r, . n up, was much. more con ·ervs.tive 

• .tpough the form of summons and judgment 

remained unaltered, the servant cou. d be (1) ei ther 1m risoned 

in the hous or correction for three months, (2) or be ri~ed and . 

discharged from the contract if that were the employer's wish. 

Th-e old v 1gue terms were re-:tntrodt,ced.,, "If a. serva,nt 

e.h~l 1 be guilty of neg eot_, mi oonduot, miedemeanour, a. Justice 

of the pea.ce, upon comp l int ma. e by t}, e person or per on ~ ' ,i th whom 

the servant sh l 1 hPve so co-ntra.cted, shal 1 have power to bring him 

before t ro other justices of the peaee." 

A doubt wb: ch had existed concerning the juat1ee • s 

po. er to examine both complainant and defelndant wa, set t re-stf 

by the statement that justices or the peace had such po er. In 

April, '47, Aot t amend and con olidat.e the '45 Act (, hicb 

had rep a ad al . previoas Acts) again defined the extent of _t,he 

justice's summary jari sdiction, and it '!-t as decl ared lawf.'ul f'or the 

magistr te to exercise di scret1on as to the e~amin t· on or any 

complainant or defendant under the Act. 

Other i se, the 1 45 Act remained in force, gradually 

:·-ef,lling into a susa, un t.1 ,_ it as brought to l i e to troub e the 

Austr""J . an Shearers t Union in the eighties. It is atr_ange that, 

in this liberal country, imprisonment for the "miedemea.nour of .a 

ervant" should h ve continued so long. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE LABODR MOVEMENT. 

e h . ve, in our previous chapters, d,escribed the 

inf u nee or the eonv ct nd the immi -r an t u on Austr.. ....ian 

... oci ,_ development, sho i,n ho the union of both forces pro-

duoed abour framework of co-oper~tion and made unionism . 

Ag . in th , e have ace , for com.par tive v . lue, t e ao• btfu 

su erA ructur of State re ulQtion, ·summed up, so r r a. our 

pu o~e is oonce , ed, in the asters and Servants' Acts . But 

th reader i 1 have been con sciou , t rougbout our di scu s1on, 

or a ce tre o her t n e h ve hitherto d seri bed. We are not 

ketch· ng an industrial _, but po i ti_ca moveme. t, nd al our 

p reviou generalisations a.re to be vie ed as pa h s of a.poroach 

to one central point . 

It i not our bu 1ne fi ho ever, to recount the po 1 t-

ieal _story of the t ·entie , _t hirt · e and forties, but to show 

the re ation or the abour Moveme t to a soci 1 nuc e ,... .. 

Le.t us, then, retr oe our ste "'" nd consider gener 1 -

1s tions rh • ch e e id do n in e rlier oha.pters. 

It il be remembered th t, in our treatment or tbe 

eonviot y stem, e stu le· the influence or opposing monopolies, 

and pointed out th t the trede monopoly of the Ne South a es 

Corp . a met and steadied by the labour monopoly of the e~nvict, 

the po er of hich had .. beEfn _greet y inore sed by a p0sit on 
'1•" • • 

. 
created by the original- . ~nqpoly. On the one hand, the ol:iginal

~._r,;,_ ;,,_ ,. 

trade m9no oly ave fo~oe :'.l' an~ po er to a 1 n1J .--11enat1on un 

ar lle ed in the hi stort '-.!''.! any ~ontinent; , _h11e on 
• '.; /~::'\. ~- .... " • ,,: ,.. -jl,

the a_c.tua freedom under. 1iom1.nal authori:ty, ti l).ed the oon 
. . l"' 

tth i.a spirit of insub ,fition none -tlle .·-. re ark ble. '$ 
,. ·, ! ::; 't. 

inve~,, tig- tion ere not;.yt,h~ ,~resu t of arf ,- ind:et~-~in b-le cu·-·;: Jt , . ·y 

0 th&;/P:_art of the Eng
1

lish, Government: 
1 0:: t:. ';':r' '!:'S ;,.,.:,, ~- ··t•.: i~ •-.I•• 

ae 

s am 

. hat _ap:pe ls the 

. thur faction mad-a ·:i~>i~e Engl1@h flcive-'rmne"!}t 

sense that 
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re ult or Bigge' invest1 tions a . to bring this selC-ev· dent 

f s,ct nto f ocus. What no a. to be done to set the co ony 

·orking? 

Obviously, one thing only - to llmi t the powers or 
both partie • P as a ne oonsti tution for the Colony, an. Act 

for the be ter adminiatr tion or justice, inquire into and 

condemn past summ ry puni shm nts, nd, if possible., ·at.oh more 

clo ely the - regulated ~lienation or land. '?hon h, unf rtune.te-
ly, Bigge, a representative or a me rcanti l e nation ncour ed 

1 arge e tates, so th t En land m· ht be supplied with r sterie. , 

e may, on the ho a, sum uo his conclusions as fair atte pt o 

curt 11 the no.lord's po er, e ecial y in ts e.fforts to subdue 

1 ,bour. 

On the ot ·er h nd~ to limit the power or abour, al 

th t is neceas ry is to im ort fre abourers, ho i J natural y 

r1 the bour m rket, deprive the con vict f hi eoonomio weap,on, 

and t ke the p ace hioh f .or so ong the latter has u rped . 

The o ution pr round and Just to 1 p rtie but 

the f elon, hom the tides of free immigration bed fr rn hie 

pri vi eged se t into slavery. But it implied a stron eent~al 

author! ty to balance bour on the one kha~d, and and on the ot er. 

Had such uthor1 ty been forthcoming, th ca.tastrop e or tbe foi-t ·e 

ig t have be n verted and the surp. us l .bourer turned into 

teady yeoman, inste d or a union delegate. Cbnsi der, in r 1 tion 

to Au t ra.11 ' ,000,000 square ile, the absurdity or L .bour 

ove ent in coun t ry hich ha been occupied for on . y fifty y ers! 

Yet so lon aa the andiord needed labour, so lon 

dea.vour to prevent the laboU<!er ·rro~ becoming a land-oner 

and -toun.ding the -yeom nry ~~i' Australi ·• ·· And·, unfortu.nf¾teli,, the 

schemes. or· ~kefield' s fol o ers CO"'tbined i th t e petty differ-· 

enoe or t e Em c t p ts - nd 'fories to divert t e tten t O::h·<)t the 

cen tr l · · overnmen t from tb~ importan~ question nd to JI~ V& to 

the and- o nar a more _,,th 1-l slight advantage. It was th roug~ ·the . 

int' uenoe or this const nt and sometimes a"lme t 1 perceptible 

pressure/ 
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pre sure that the abo~rer, long conscious of po er, forced 

into orkin -class as ociations. ebb' s g ne -ralisation th ;;;.t 
d\~o-rc:..e '? 

a, soci a tion re u ted nrrom the Ad ,1 oe of the ma.nu.a orker from 

the o ership of the me ns or productionn, atand - in a poai~ively 

s art in rel tion to A.ustr ian history when reco leot ,th at, 

it Auatr lia, the mean of production is lafld. 'fl' de Societies 

owe the1 r ori in to the div roe d the or er from th· s natur l 

instrument. Wh t bad been conceived at the birth of the colony 1•. ,_ 

pointed by the kno ed e d dire t.1..on o the free immi ... rant, 

hastened by a rrantio imm1grs.tion policy, -nd intenei.~ied by tbe 

evi _ of the " ey .scourge" , 2. 1n these 1 important years tt in-

ed the dign1 ty of a oonsoious function. In the year, 1840, we 

touch not a spirit me rely, but an o rga ism. It as aequarie 's 

policy, .. ioh had fil."st indicated the div on bet 1een the Em n-

eipist~ and the ~or1es. ~he stru. le, even th him, s never 

so much senti ent, a an tt ·pt to coerce the monopolists to 

sh r their i 11- otten gains of social presti e and in uenoe , 1. i th 

the ne · ett ers. It was in the attempt to break the e r y 

monopoly that the t erms ro -e, ke parks from fire, remaining 

oonven1ent expre ion·s for the hatred or the o d a ain t th 

ne • It is curious th t entworth should have allied himseir 

1th th ne • D'Arcy Wentworth h d left him a sub tant1 ·l sb re 

of money, goods and and --{in '48 he as the third and-ow er 

in the St te), and entwortb m:1-ght coneeivab 4.y have ed the ory 

rty A;long t .he same lines of moderate reform wh .- ch his sou , 

loved. If he h d touqh <d the stir or t oughtin En. 1and, o . a. so 

had James and Hannibal Mae rthur, ho h d come baek: 3fter an 
enforced sojourn in Europe, ight years b f o l."e f ient orth. 

But these men kne , and we-re_" ·probably 11 ing to explol 

the eoret or entworth 'a _birUt., an open seeret indeed, wh~?h ·, 

must have al ed to the qtliok ·the haughty spirit of Austr ,11ats. 

ion. It 1 possible tlaa.t a eeret huml 1 a:tion, in ten eified. by 

sojourn in p trieian ·~$land we.s so deep th !t · it vent,ed it elf 

1n· · n extreme def1 noe of Tory opinionJ : .1. a.din him to become a 

Liber 1/ 



hich ,:~~nsued, the lEHld:t'(l~;_ ..'.$p1 ri ts or th-e couneil thoug t o 

immedia _e revolutionary action, wh ch tt~y fe~ble 

Hipkls , could only p,o.stpone until the : n-<xt meeting. At it.he -next 

meeting/ 
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Liberal in opposition . '!'hi s hypothe 1 s i st ren the ed when we 

oall to remembr. nee hi ell known 4-rele sness nd 1 rragul ri ty -

nrnste d of bein am n of diligence, he i yard nd unequal, 
5. 

and, ccording -to his on e.d 1 ei on, 1 dol nt." Suoh a wa.y ard 

sp1 Ti tad n -ture uld unheaitaUn ly ro lo r the obvious nd e sy 

path of Lib ralism, te chin hat uited the moment , careless or 
future developm nts. 'The ay had been opened by Sir John Jamison 

in his dvooa y of the 1819 petition r or a more ibera fonn Gf 
4 overnme t, and by the Etnanoinist' petition in J , nu ry, 1821. • 

5In 824, • Went ortb carried on the movement, and led it brill'"ent-

ly , but the mov ment h· d been waiting ready to his n ·nd, bearing 

"'ithin itself, had be but kno n it, t:he seeds of a ru de· ocraey . 
_.; C 6.H organised Petition Committees, enterteu..ned the -Jt anaille", 

talked of the 11bertie of the pr ss, of the Britt sh Consti tut on 

and trial by jury, he ped to form the P tr otio Associat · on,"_ 

o troni ed the A.O.B.S., and turned Colon· al thought from it 

ever ould n_o lead, the peop 1.e of New Sou th Wales must tollo- • " 

petty sha lows into a broad current" But toe late he kne -1ts 

tren~, too te he realised t:ie trutt, of Dunc n' ord -: ttfho-
7 ' 

I•t is in the Patr1.otic A soai .- tion (established, 1855) 

th t we first see the out ·ines or a popular poli tioal party 

censi Un . of the men ho_,. t' _o ye rs before , had been digni · ed 
........4 .• ' 

as "the Society of Emi r· nt · echanics", nd. ho, in '54, h d t , ken 

so 1 rge a sh re in the form tion of the • U .B. S. Riobard. Hipk1 sa, 

the leader or thie ction, as 11 13. ent eme,n of intel igenoe a. d 

abi 1 ty", who ernigra. ed in '51, al though he di aclaimed ever having 

b~en _an operative . An · old resident or Birmingham, h had 1 tnessed 

the Birmingham Riots o _191, nd spe k as though ha or hie 

s an acti-ve member 

or the · J31rmingham Politieal -tJ.nion, and a member or the Cou11all 
. g ' ,·-

at· t.be time the efo:rm B:11 ~as rejecte~. •· -Ih the di.sapp:ol:ntlJi- nt 
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meetin the errorts'of Hip i s, and n r. Boso Att ood", 

ere up lemen t d by ...,peci _ cieleg te, "Joe P. ·..el,;;," and the 

eetin as p r u .~d d to dopt mo e constitutional methods. 

It as ortly after th· that Hip is emigr ted, though 

to remain connected 1th the B.P.O. a corre spon di ng 

me _ber. 

In Ne South ales, h ·as enga _ed in journa ism 

in the early thirties, ater becom ng n uetioneer. 

prominent c ti zen, he took a 1 . rge part in the found tion a.nd 

sup ort of the ech nicat Institute (est blished, 1853), be r-

ing it in t~e rorties into the safe rbours o conserv ti sm. 

Under the Qteady le dership or this notab e radical 

of the old Whig School, the oper ti ve movement n bled to 

ro a on the sure lines ·of democrat c pro res • The oper-

ati es ppe r to h ve ad y el com d h ~m, nd, l'thou h 
10.rofe sion lly Hipki s s reg r ded hi self as a gent em n fa~ er, 

he did no d: claim in '53 the title of "Queen Bee or the 
.11 

H ve", disdainful y ung by the im ertinent nd ignor · t ed · Lor 

oft "Gazette". 

A strikingly forcefu and honourable ge t ... e , an, v· th 

lofty e s nd gener<?a s,1mpu · ses, 12• w c not but rend r 

him tribute ror hi active p rticip3tion in all the duties, 

many o them onerpus, whic e conce·ved to be no uded in the 

term " entlem~" a d "oi tizen." 

Led by Hipki ~s,;_ th_e "'l'r des Onion Party" ( dis-

t netlon flung 1.n scorn ·by public ho · rightly connected the 
13ovement · th the members of the A.O.B. S.) • broug t pre sure 

to be r u o the Patr·otic sociation i .n t o · ys: 

. (1) tura ly di ss ti sfied over the land que tion; the · 

body or the arty Caught strenuou~ y for a con-

iderstion of the immigr tion q estion. But the-

,., triotic ~soci tion, having inv ri bl ., refused 

to discuss the matter, s ecial rn etin or the 

'TrBdee Onion aection", ta e ho x by h·ch m ny 

e3J1i r nte/ 
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emig r nt who fished to become 1 nded proprtetors 

had been educed to the country, 

and it ·asp anned tha t a petiti on, expr ss~n 

th ir .sent1m nts nd demanding compensation, shouJd 

be sent to t h Ho e Government. 

Accordingly, in the e r y- pa.rt of '56, t -e Emigrant 

ecnanies sent peti tion to G enelg, requestin _ 

that ·and ahou d be given i i compensation to the 

emi gr ants who had a rrived sirtee 1850. 'fh re i no 

-evidence that Glenelg ever ans rered the peti t · on. 
l 

{2) In t . e meantime, · tboug the ore con ervat· ve m.e bers 1 

of the Assooi tian ere nnoyed th e1 t 1 t shou d be 

used to rurth r urposea of which they \"1bolly dis-

P roYed, the question or r ep re e nt ation nd the 

amoun_t of the fra chi se could not be voided. fter 

protraoteo qnd heated dlscu slon ~ bet ee the two 

sections, t he freehold franchise or £10 1n th town 

and £5 in the oountry, 8 read upon, though 

sugge etions regarding universal eurr r e and vote by 

ballot "ere sternly qua sh-ed. 'fhese prooeedinga 

extended over two yea rs, t o eti tions and t o 

bi 1 s being sent home to Bu.11 ver, the Engl sh 

P rliament ry Ad voe te. After its ex rtions for 

a yeg,r, the P triotic A oei a tion sl ept. 

But, wh lf} attem.ptin . t(,) ourb democratic spirits with- . 

in its bound 0 rle _, the· Associ -'½tion h ad been more dee ly eng ed 

in opposing the Tories without. 'f-he first petition or 1855 

had ostensibly met the _ 1~1e of th!' latter ps.rty,· but, re rin 

ore sw epin demands, ·the To ries· dre apa rt rom the · ssooi tion 

nd outline evera.l pet· t ons, the chief of w ich ha s bee:n 

stigma tised as the "lo e11 1 Cub Petition", advoc tin £50 

rranchi e for a proportion or the members of t e Counoil, . the rest 

to be nominee: magistr- tes and jurors only to be e i ible; 

moreover, it ~, · atte-m ted to rove th t the jury ey tern had 

f · '.L ed, nd t hat henceforth smanci . ists should be excluded ,rrom 

juries •./ 
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juries. In guarded 1 n u ge as the qua tion of transpor tlon, 

, bich the Patriots had ahort-si.ghte ly refused to discuss, 

1 uded to, n ay your M j . sty consider the ef'fio1ancy of trans-

port,::,.tfon to Ne South al .. s a second . ry punishment, whether 

it shall be continued 1d under hat alter .. .tions of the present 

y tem, or if discontinued, in b t anner it ,,y be made r~d-

ually to cea e, so as ·to proiluoe the reatest de~ree or good 

to the parent colony, with the le st detriment t this colony, 

the interest o.fwhieh might sustain much;;: injury from too sudden 
14.change." 

Her a jestr as also asked to consider "t,he cap bili ties 

of the colony s a tree· settlement. n 14• With this, and· other 

petitions, inoluded in the 55 .l\ppendioes of a boo ri tten to 

. upport the c aims or the Tory party, J ames: aearthur 1 nded in 

London, . Just ,, t the time, to quote his a n 'ords, "th abolition 

or tr neportation aa on the 11 • 
ft ately and Moles .ortb had• 

done their ork ell, no i ·n rull tide, Eng] 1 sh· op· nion rolled 

ag in.st transportation. · ae rthur S!i.w·., ·, ~rtdar~tood and COff.lpr-omis-
..ed on · the lines biah .a~·:ready h L1 d been · laid d wn in the RQ:Wel '-S 

, 1"'--r .... ; ... 
Club ,. petition. 

I~_;, 

"'fhe r1rst p-erson .he saw was Sir R. H. Ingli e, whose 

dvioe as to try and st -m the torrent or p\lbl io opinion b_ioh 

was a a.inst the oonti uance of transport tion: the bet cQurse 
\ 

.as to converse . · th he:• Gove nment nd endeavour t ,o avert too 

sudden oese tion o evils threatened. Being introduced ·'to ·Sir 
.. ;~-;- '. 

Geor e Grey , his dvioe · s adopted. Be recommended th t :·the 

oontinu noe of 
, 

convicti m. in Australia shou d be confined .to 

ublic ..Torks and that assignme t should ce ae, but no at , once. 

He advised ive ye ...rs shou d el pse, and th~ the n . syst~m 

should render the con vi.et s stil1 avail ble for co1oni ,.;;ts by .. per-

mitting them to be em loyed in private service on obt nirt' tie 
15. or eave nd other indulgences." ac rthu r t-rl ed 

to m lee the best of the situation by declaring h 1 msel n a reeme t 

i th the English Government, and then ·.attempting to ta/<"e t>aek 

ne Tly al he had given a. ay. 1fhese were the ns ure of the 

c rcum t~neea/ 
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cireumst noes v·hicb made M c rthur no le s than tlllathorne 

a supporter or the finding of the '52 transport Com.mi ttee, 

and a va.lu b e Gov rnment Pi tne s. ore-over, the abolition 

of transportatio w s a b rd blo to the Patriots. 

su ?-.:est th5t the Torie ....,"-having a:rrived at the heir,,:ht of ealtb 

and pros-peri ty by gifts o , lan<i nd convict 1 bour, · she.d· _to 

kic a ay the adder by which they ll d ge.ined their elev ti,~~m, 

· so ths they m.ight look --do · n maje stiogJ 11 on others ho arter 
6 

thelil .were fain to olim~~--- y ~- t feared to ra11,n1 • and one is 
t 

1n·e1tned to tbink the a.oeusa.tion not an unra. r statement. ·· En-

mity between the t o sect# on had been nurtured so tenderly, 

and over so on period,. th .t, by now, it ha - grown to an·· -almo 

inooncei v -ble strength.- -- ,'fhe Squatters' Union or ater year·a -

was: f¢.nned only under· the severest pressure, nd i ta member:s · 1ere 

s bf .t r _enemies or eac·li ·other s as tbe On on to its op onen t s. · 

Ala.s, th t Labour coule not u~ e this i -ntemal disunion to: ~strat-

io pur osee, instead ·or . s ~ttering on · a hidden rock - But e 

an tioi pa te. Lastly, the i.n·terests of' the '!'ories ere bol.i~d up 

th the pproval, not or the Coloni l, but the Engl ish au't~orit-
ies.. Prom the days when K'ing had sent home John acarth't1r · 

under arrest, to have him r~turn with the a.pprova of the Engl i h 

Govermnent, rig t to 50-0 acres (and there a.s no spot .more 

choice than the Colpastures), and to convict se rvan ta innumerable, 

t he Torie had o refu y tch ed, or ten . i. rected, nd someti,mes 
17simplified E gli sh Colonial ·Polioy. • t,ot for one instant 

o1~: they think of breaking - this fifty years' co·nnection • .':~·_-Suffer 

numlie:r:- tit free labou· er"' could ·be impor 

keep: wages i thin ,,Mor_e,over, a i n d · ts 

edged to be.':~ f:~errioient, an'd .th$ ~;Oau e O U. 
--~'.~ i 

troub.$,& tor both magis:trAJ:t~s and settl~rs;1 ' 
.• .-...:. ,., • • 1 ' • 

So, from the point of' re ot ·· colonfal 
1:; '" 

In JanuDrr.,, ,!~, :t}\e 

done by a le ue or co-loni 1 Tories atld-. English 1 

the/ ' 
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the "trades union section" re ained ap thetie, or rather 

quiescent. These . en who b d fought asei ned labour all 

through the thirties, had but to remain qu et, and . the. - ork or 
bo ition ou d be don•e fo:r them through the "ent rp iae 

and in1 tiati ve" of Co o·ni 1 !orie l It wa.s indeed 8 curious 

1 tu tion. The p rty mi llt certainl y have s· n·fied its 

approval of these strange proceedings, bad not Hipki . -, n 

hon st believer in the neeessi ty for transpo ti.on, thereby 

disqua it1 d himself as ea<ier of the party, and left it Just t 

the critical period, eaderless. !'he section, however, sti 1 

r m nE;)d 1 thin the P .trl ot1c Ass i ticm, being p oated in 

'58 ·.by a p ti tion dvocaUng so low a 'fra.noh1 se a £5. Bul1ver 

wrote b ck prote ting, but ent orth deol red (in 95g) that 

£5 - sufficiently high, and £10 so high 8" to meet the w1 she . 

of the ultr -'l'ories . 

But wh t eou· d be done? In Au ust, '38, Kent . h h d 

puhli bed a long-winded requisition for a. m etin , in the pap r 

calling on "Whigs and Tories, Settlers and 'fownsmenu, to -.vert 

the tbr. atened ruin, bu;e and the ~ad-natured Rich ard Bipkias 

ere the only peopl· • •ho ttended. 18 • 

, 

The offioia Patriotic A aooiation tistered up force 

enou h in January, 159, to hold' a eting and sign a pet t_on, 

hiah sy for a year_in Sydney offioe, nd actually not ng 

a done. 

The Ema.nci ist h d b en t .orou hly routed by a move 

o clever th~t its b ~th · so rcely lutteru the p ges of' one 

colori~al journa , . "' ent orth h d reti't-ed te> the eeuri ty ot · 
Vau·oluse, even bef'o;re the 159 meeUng, .the thoughts of the 

Trades ere r1xed •On oo..oper t1on and the present d stress,1, : and 

the Tor· er~ el · content. 

?he ea m was .broken by the a.rri val or Macarthur in '59, 

hot 1th h1 triumphs in si n 1 favour ·~ ~ith the English C~: ~£if l 

Office, re , dy to lead the~ Tory force to ·victory. 

i th hi custom ry y · a;rdness~ content 1th h ving sustained 

hia/ -
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s poal tion --- po U- ar e der, and kept the Patriotic ssooia-

t .on un 1 ed hough ' -reless, w tohed tb struga- e .rrom 
V. uo us , le-ving the urden or o-pposi t !..on to · hose .Ji ing to 

11rt it. ff o men there ere - i 111 · Au uet1ne Dunoa·n nd 

Henr •~cdermott. 

Duncan, -e h ve ,9,lready descrl bed, and, if the story 

h• s b en r1 htly t-0-ld, tbs ·mpre si on remaining -111 be or a man, 

terling in aharaoter, aneomprom1s1ngly hone s t ·nd straie tforwar-d 

in action, independent P-_nd proud before -a1.1 reverses, never 

forgett.1ng hi r.1 t tote t1tla of 'gentleman", nd his priv-

ilege in subscrl bin ,, E~.quire 11 to h1 name. 

inv luahle to thi r ·w community, Duno .n united a profu · ity or 
1~ rning and positive erud~ t.ion, hich, 1n any < 11therln _, 41 stln,-

gui he~ h1m from his p ra. 19• A very mo est aecount,which he . . 
.1 ve or hi o n s.ttribute - in - '56, 1noludea in bis read _,,, ng 

ttn. _.rly ev rytbin . tha h been ri tten on Poli t1e ·1 Economy in 

Freneh or En _ eh: a the great histo:r es from Berodotu~ and 

Li viu to Thiers or lison:: and , ost of the h11oso-.-her-· . rom 
• n 2-0.S SiP·l ·to nd ri tot e to -chle~ el and .-. ·r "• nam. 1 to .. " 

Unfortunate y, Duncan • s, aa b confessed, no or~ tor,. 

"bein__ p.o a sse or ..ell - groundaq conviction or hi · inability 
i ;2~ ~. 

"2-1.to p eaa or a tr ...ct. Dur n the next few years h _1 8 to 

upply tbe rorm . nd SU t nee of' many or the popul -~r pet tions, 

h4 elt ref'errinQ" not to speak, ea,ving others to reeel v t .1. 8 

glory. I think, too, t t be referred to inspire, rather -Lhan 

.di -rect, a movement whioh tended to extreme meas res. 

r ... dio. , h.e ·.:. as always an op o ent or c - s action¥ oondemnin 

1 t 1n e1 the r 1 nd -o TO or labourer. 

cdermott as a v ry dit erent cbars.cter, a eader · nd_ 

a born r1 ~hte1". 22 •A Prot st nt Ir1 shman, hose rather h :.d been 

so, dier be ore him, 25 • he "bo·re rms in tbe ervioe or sovereign 

cmd ..country rrom boy ood 25. , and, at t-we.n.ty-three year - of' age, 

att . ined the rank or sergeant major in the 59th tteglm n.t (w ch 

came to Austrql·a under the 11 - fated Ch r a Sturt in B2 ), an 

the d stinction of earin -~ "the si l ver- 1~ced ooat nd epaule-ttes" .. 

Ar rl Ying/ 
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Arriving in · thi · oolony th a c.on tingent or the 59th, it could 

not h ve been ong before h resigned. erh..,ps 1 t as t this 
tt 25.,period in his o rear that he m rried ff . rich o d om n , 

being thu_~ en bled to buy h1.s di scl1arge from t he R gi ent. One· 

or. t1e origin 1 members or the A.fJ.B.s., he had been di ua ·1r1ed 

by bi views on tr -nsp rtation. On the 9th August, 859 1 

214 cdermo t t, no a ttle ding Sydney merch tn, • and Hipki as _. st nd 

together t a public sting on the question or help to the p-oor. 

BUt Maodel"mo'tt st ds alone in insisting th t the help sho-Uld be 

unconditioned 1th Tespeet to oonviots, emane1p1ste or f~eemen._

His motion as detee,ted, but on 15th August, only Qix d_ays . :tatt:1r, 

th· ·p,opn · ar co-oper tion meeting, hioh e h ve des.or! bed,
21. 

"V(ici r-
- , 

erous. y c l ed Mr.. H. Macdermott to the Chair. n Hipkisa, 

if pre,...ent, did not t ke part, ,_ in the procee.din s. The garment 

or the oper ti ves' appro. va -hati' de oended upon a new e der. 

I 'have not been . ble to trac . the evo .ution or . acder-

ott' a hon ht. 

_at pre ent, prepared to advoo te Cbartism, but tha he asks erely 

"sueh pr v1 .l.egee as, a B~ t : b s.ubjeot ·t1oulrl have in my n tl,.ve 
281 nd;n But he quail ying phrase, at present, suggests ,. that he 

,a on the line or ooo viction. Certainly, he was r -dioal to 

the cod£?, but his ter oiv1c dig it· es prevented him from beooming 

a revolutio· 1st. Like m ny others of the operative an middle 

classes, he ould prob b -. have approved or th.e Charter, vithout 

bein oo noerned enou~ to fi ht for the six points. Chart! . 

b d already co to ustra.11 -1 h the 1mrn1grar ts of the oper tive 

But it ror _ed so freely th t the Six Points could no 

ong r carry their revo ution -ry content, and beoeme mere matter 

of aomtnon discussion. And the oper ti ves or the th ·rt1ee ere 
• -'I.. 

the middle el asses o the rorties, so th t . the ~' 48 movem_enl;;, .·,w1.·th 

its f~evi table Char~i . t im.plie tions, ~.}a,a_,,led by tbe iddJ:e: alas.see 
' ... ...-~ • ·::·•. -·:. ,. .\: _.Sf. - ' • 

inste d. of the opera,tlves-.' Th-a operaiivee f'o lowed _ th<?f were 

gladly welcomed, but .Pe~kes and Cunningham and th re t -e;re· -

distinctly middle- olass e d rs with ht:mds outstretched in'<·welcome· 

to the op·erati ves. In-a ed, the power h ch the Charti sta · t:ried 

to/ 
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to attain, the Austr lian oper tive bad ru. ?"e dy i thin bl e 

r sn in 1840. A petition 1 s s good method as vote_, it 
there is union. 

Maedermott as apparently a self-edueated man, rteh 

in natur 1 Irish eloqu nee, rolllng out the brogue in im-

p ssioned burst that made am l er men sp:e:eohles.s. He as rraid 
I 

of no-one, nd ohal lenged 'Ro-bert Lowe to the f amou dueJ as 

instine 1ve y as he eng-aged ~n suit rter suit in the l -courts. 

Be open y be rded J ea Mac rthur (in '42), and spoke eontemptuous.. 

ly or "a franchise rounded on tb. possession of a f&w acres"; 

nd he ber ted ent orth in another ubl ic meeting (1n 1 43) .1th 

such 1nf1n1 te success that the form.er ful!iou_sly atigm ti sed h! s 

eonduet a '*diabolical". Instantly, Macdemott demanded>arid 

obtained_, n p.ology. A flaming fellow"; taunt d Jame 11aea.r-

thur, i th sucb evident truth that the Atl s used the term three 
21 y a rs 1 ter. • 

Anrl perhap he as finally endea ed to the· hearts or 
the operatives by suoh Buskinian ·exelama.tions as the following: 

fftJ.'he ea.1th or our opponents! Th real eal th of the colony 

_conai ts in t. e strong and healthy port-ion or the l bouring eom-
50.muni ty. n 

The fir t coal1 tion of our two heroes, thinker and 

orator, ra · in '59, hen the newly strengthened Tories inf ·uenoed 

Gipps to introduce a Corporation Bill, providing that no eman-

oipi ts should vot or be eleoted of'fioers or a borough.•. ·: Petit-

ions wEjlre immediately dr vm up on both aides, nd, tto:r ~ .:· 

len thy conte t, th ·Bi 1,: s ithdra"'1n~ "The second ove
:-. 

_ 
rc· 

against the introduotioll /Ofc: a census bill , or~ing all inh 

to 4eta11 their ciroum,t~nce~, an.d whether· they ·arrived· r~;·O~ 
.-, - - ,. .. ' - ···-:., : - ~. 

er~ -~inanc1p1 sts. . :Tat -"'t9111 lso aa•., dete-ted o-n a teo 

eoi-n\, ~- "bich was happily --~diacovere~ bf , 
0 

.Si~ J~_~s Dow in 
e tion.si. : 

- -r.~~ _-

"'ro me, an-d }Ir: I. Maed.ermot~~-,, ·declares Duneant ... ~~:t _be . 

eman_~1$}ista were w olly indebted ror tb~ triumphs or this jre~r. -n 

"Bell-tn , / · 
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"But", he e1oes on to state, and e c nnot r-etr in 

from quoting verbatim, •these triumphs ould h ve been impossible 

or me, or for any indi v1dual to have effeoted, without t . e aid 

ot a third class of oolonia society which had , in the meantime, 
52 sprung up,. · • to which the older oolonia.1 te le-masters were soon 

as obnoXious as they er~ to the amancipists. These were round 

by their employers to be much, ore independent in •thei.r habits 

than their predeces ors, th·e assigned conviots,had been. Indeed 

6 l ar ,e portion of the servants ere no foun d to be superior 

in int l 1genoe and in every other respect, save weal th., to• the 

bulk of their employers: and nothing was ·heard more loudly than 

complaints or the in olence ~nd 1nJ:jubordination or the 1 .igrants. 

It wa by supporting these latter when a:ggrieved, that I as 

en bled to brin . so much po er to bear upon the case or the eman-

cipists. n 

'f'hi s a .. the reason for Duncan' ;J opposition to the 

Masters and Servants Bill or Deoemb·er, 1840. Bia leader after 

th reception of the peti t on in the Bouse truly m,:- rka a distinct 

point i the hi story ot tlie L bour Movement. 

ttffenceforth mAY be da.ted the time hen pub io o inion 

was first unequivocally expressed· in this eountr.v - the time ·hen 

People first manifested their xlstenoe among us, hen the re 

ooloni ts, the real producers or ealth first informed the drone s 

or the hive, the mere 'pruges consumere nati' that the 1 attar 

ere but drone , , and that' t hey are the men by hose labou,r_. and 

industry alone the colony could prosp&r. tt 

It is the se,qael to this effort, howeve·r , 
·. ' 

to the odern stQ.dent - even mo.re interesting•. 

"'l'he oper tiv~-.. ·of Sydney, havt:·ng ,. determined to ·p~_f~~~i . 
th .· (W,tor of theAqStraJ_/iJi, n ch-~ni~ .~ wi tb, some memoria ~ttf< 

0 

thefr ~gratitude, ro.r t .~tL,9pposi tion renae·red. by him to th·~;~ l;i,8:t~ 
Jlast.eirs and Serva11ts ll: . the delegat:·~- t '~m the variou .,,•.·. s 

who conducted the pub_ic" eeting,held _re ati ve to 

invi;"te,d Mr. Duncan to ~€rat -them a,t the:;:crown ~nd Anchor, G·~b-l"'g•e 

Street·." t a meeting -where Mr. - 'Beath,. ·a: 

stonem-ason/ 
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to ema -on, presided, tbe operat.i ves presented Duncan 1th an 

ddre s -~d ft go1 d med 1, 55 • weigh.in 544. oas. , • 1\nd eo ting 
£ o. 55. 

Ouno deaorl be.a th m-edal thu : 

nSurrounded by riobly eha ed borde:r, ap~ R.rs on 

one s .de, t ..e Pre , resting upon a globe and surrou d-ed by 

glory of li ht , e .. . l .... Imo n motto - na jae nd rear 

not'._ On the centre or ·"t e eircle is the presentatto , o a 

scroll_, ?H, ~r-in . the names or the dif'terent associated trades, 

ten in number, h,-;ving underne tb the rose, sbamTock and t J...S le, 

i th the ord , "Pre¢•ented, 24th December, 1840 • Ont .e 

reve a -s tb ... tollo in inscription:· 

P!ES:c.iti'lED 

TO MB . ,.W. '.A._ OONCAft, 

SI~~ _CFIRONICI.,EH 

OP . SYD ~Y, 

I.~~IES?EP ANNEfi IN ,WICH BE ADVOC .'PEP THEIR 
f!I~TS . IN . OPPOSITtO_i I TO fflE . MAS-r -as AID sma-

56VANTS 'BILL. • 

posed task or_ guiding t .a opera.ti ves of Sydney. It ay ·.be 

·ele at s , ,._nd th t the lo~se organ1st:tt1on, formed in th.e >- t _tempt 

to e rry ou o large . . · sohe elded. toge ber the unions: :W~ ch 

Bt.tt '@Je , ha.ve already ato· ed. . the 
,_ ..· 

-ye r, 1840, nd th ·s: evaral _unions duir.ing. the 

December m eting wa. notable centre for their youn 

I ao·not t ink th a t the eustom of del~g ting union m 
, r, 

a-pp red loR bero re t'59. In that year,. w,e have det1ni ta p,roof 

f the exi te.~oe or·, t the mo.st , only rour uoiona (Cabinet-

ker ., Ty ogr phers, · Coach ers, 37 • Shir:nrlghts) , here a, in 

1 40 , there r ten . 

meetinP!/ 
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_eetin , and the heretofore. unkno m n mes of the -'!'lpeake rs, 

whioh re- ppear in later deleg te meetings,, are enough to_ show 

t . at it is purely "operative." T e eustom prob-ably grew 

during subsequent "em,.,nci isttt meetings, so that, in -De~ember, 

1840, 1 t is ment:i.oned 4ui te nA,turm.lly. Duncan is well a,_ware 

or the oust.om, for "cany ba.ck to your constituents, my thanks", 

be sB.:ja to the delegates at the Christmas Eve meeting. In 

A rtl, '41, an interesting to st 1 s gi.ven at. the Ca rpenters and 

Joiners' Banquet, to "fhe United Tradesm n of Syd eyn.'8 • 

Agt:iin, in October, '41, meetings of the working c:La sea 

are ·held at the Cro n and Anchor on import nt business. ttDele-

ates w·bo were absent" from me tings are partioul rly req-ue ted 

to attend the.final meeting."59• 

In February, '42; the unre et excited by di scussio s 

1.n the Patriot,i c Aasooi tion led the energeti o Sloman and a few 

of' hi boon cGmpa iona to have eir0culated about th.e city an 

announeemen t tb t a meeting ot the :Sydney OpeTati ves ould be 

held . But,.o:, as ttprev1ous to the hour appointed., delegates from 
. - ' . 40 

th lodges had no hand whatever in the matter", • the meatin 

fell through. Probably the delegates ~tood 0 °n their dignity 

nd insisted on their rights as sole convt:ino_rs of oper ti ve 

meetings in Sydney. 

By '45, the eustom had become establis ed, and, - on 

~January, 10th , the fo llowing notice appear in the "Auetr~i.la.ian 

Chronic en : 

'"Coo11es1 

"- .A pre1 minary meet1n·g of the 'frades ' Delegates nd others 

opoosed to the introduction or ooolles · il l be held .a.t 

· Mr. Vercoe's. 'femperanee Coffee House, Pitt Street, on._ Tu sda:y 

evening, at 7 _.30 P-,m. 1 for the purpose of taking into 
• 

considerat;ion the adoution of a p~tiUon to t e Home Govern-
ment, to wi thbold their ...,anction from i ntroduoing- coolies 

to this oo lony.tt 

It is possible from this and otheT evidence to 

specul te concernin the nature or the body cal ed 11 The United 

'!'rad esm.enp 
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'Tr~desmen of Sydney". I do not think th t, up to Au u t, '45, 

th1 ev r efinite or anisation, but I do think th t the 

t e o s to rd definit on • . It is quite cl e r th t 

peoi lly e ected dale et fro the tr de union r . rded them-
~e ves as posse d or pecu .i r right oonoerilin the ca ing 

or 0 r , ti ve" .et n , nd th t, t ough they ere .1 lin to 
.ork for the · ho body of Operative , th y cle r Y econ ed 

the di etinction bet en thei~ posi tio and th t of "other n 

oreover, the arrange ent tor aeting ere orten t pre ude to 

ctio , nd 1 t w someti es neoess ry to hold ~ erie or 
"trade-deleg t n eting to di cu s the me hod of att ck -

et er ~he pet1t·on hou be to the Coloni L g· 1 ture or t he 

Home Go errunent, hat should b a c uded and h t inelu ed, who 

hou -0 be entru ted to dr~w it up, nd ho hould fr e the 

resolution for the ub 75c meetin , nd hether or not the eneral 

pub io should cont ri bu te, in hich case -hou .·to OU vi 1 ts 

mig _·t be n oes ,ry. 

This abour Council both th 1 sl tive an the 

exeeuti ve body for 1 rge or op erati ve (:3-5000 ere oon-
oer d in th eetin . ) QY only a small proportion or hom ts 

me b rs had been e cted; hi e "oth re" ere 130 1 tted to 

the disus i on It i remark bl th t the unrepre nted perat-• 
.ives so con ei sten tl rollo d their le d, n obedi t y i n d 

the eti tions h1ch the more . c i ve spirits h d dra n up. 

·The rel t1on bet een thi Labour Cou oi l nd cdermott 

1 ain by no ean stable. cdennott {a ' f ft r _ll, "a 

.large ~mployer of l bonrtt-, nd ho ever rqdical hL., s ie , 
h aa never definitely identified th the "oper ,ti ve Tb.ere 

re n t nee of eetin here M cde ott id not ~pp r t 11, 

bly bee sa he not i V ted. One is continu ,lly con-

soious of the inde endence of these tr de dee ~te, and of their 

kno led e of their o n right nd po er to i e or thhold. 

h y ad ong the trade pe kers or no ordin ry bi ity - in 

f c , . Dunc thou ht th it h e th t he bet p aker in the 

ton/ 
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town oou ld be round. -

What i vea to this unrepresentative del g tion 1 t -

extraordin ry power? Surely nothing but the consciousne 

of commonlo use, who e generation e have studied. The move-

ment ie o e . rly Demooraey v. .ri toor oy, or ln o der terms, 
41the Landlord v. t_he Liibou er. • at, haG been evilly sown 

the birth of a ne oeuntry was no bearing i ta bitter rui t. 

What i the mean ng o·f the monotonous insi .stenoe -upon .immigration 

on the pa:rt or the landlords? hat indeed,· but the cry ot 
party who e aeres have no men to till them? ot so greatly re 

these proprietors of the forties ·to bla~e, for thesin lay further 

baok. But, 1 t as the sons rhose teeth were set on edge. 

What was the eanlng or the labourer's refusal to 

ork the land, or h. e oonstant and often ill-judr.red ant on sm 

to form rter r of emigration? What indeed, but the unbrid-

led po er of democracy set oose, tow x indign nt over a 

dispoesessi n not to be understood.. · 

In t o months the ba tle a.rray as set. The u.nion of 

the- ten trades in December, 1840, as et in J anuary , 8411 by 

a aqu tterst meeting, nd partial interchange of courtesies 

bet en old enemies on the ·vi tru m t ter or ftu ssell '· s ne 

Squ tt~ng Regul tion - . Mcdermott w~ '. pre en a a defiant 

ant o 1 t, conduoting quick cross fire 1th James e ?"thur 

on the question or ~hether or not Austr ia a a -a toral 

country. acdennott as deteated, and it was decided that 

Ne· S~uth lea was ra he~_ p - toral than agrioultur 1. 

In the meantime, the, gro · ing eriousness or the labour 

posi t1on, causeu squatters to pre s for ren wal of immiiir tion, 

freemen or ooolies or eon 
;, 

"vi.ots even. But particularly 

immigr tion ur ed, the cost . to f 11 upon··runds ore ted by the 

ue or debentures. 

In Oece b~r, •4-1, t _e de eg tes ·bowed their han:fl 

· cle rly by convening meeting to protest-· against thi propos 

involving_, as 1 t did, the ore tion o a n tion l debt. Macdermott 

presided., len thy reso u ions were ubrni tted by se ected spa-akers, 

and/ 

i 
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and a · etition dr n up. o end •41 ith "nothing but 

Je iads on the St te of the time , long- .mrded y r s on 

Debenture Bills, sca.rci ty of ca.sh, fai urea, scrip, Loan Coy ., 

tool e, B nk~ ~nd. impending ruin to every n, oman and 

0 ·1 d throu~hout the ength and breadth or the ·colony.n 42~ 

Blood hss been ·dr n on both si es - on then to a ne year1 

In J nuary, t 42, the on trapend · ng coalition bet een 

· the »nancipi ats nd old Tory parties was finally se led by .. ·the 

cotilescence o Went orth, Bland and J · es Macarthur on th 

question o procutlng -return of as ignment. M c rthur h dnot 

lon enjoye hi victory. The real distress or the 1 nd-om rs, 

cau ed . by drought in '38 r acting on the city in '59, had com-

bind 1th the inf uence of the akefield land theories to create 

d speeu tion in nd, re u1t·ng in thee· te ·on of the 

count~y's resources to their utmool limit. The land ord anted 

more 1 bour, but h d less aney for parent . On top or t is, 

Gipps' l nd re ul r t on in '41 ere ·threatenin , in the extreme, 

nd the outcome as a de ini te Squ tter 1 s P rty 1 united for the 

re 8ted· pur oses of ri . ting th . nd re u ion a nd :P ocu rin 

mor('! labour. ent orth as roroed to le ve ..his reti ent · or 

very f'.ear or in ctivi ty. · The ttHerald" remarked "that it .did 

not s.eem• to }i ve oecu rred to him that, 1 n th ong interval, 

th re h d. ~prung up a ne rac . , to whom hi f'ame and name were 
.45.

absqiute y unkno n.n . e rathe think th . tit was j~st be-
, -

cause thi h d occurred to him, th t ror ,econ·omi o and "con~~:,_ ·.,.. 

sti tutional" reasons he crune ro a.rd. 

A meeting in rebruary on representation divided · the 

~i\,~ into two o iti~a.l•g!oup, the Coalit on · rty ·led by .the 

Acart urs nd ent orth ( o as ound rtthing ith indignat-
. 4.4. 

. "-ion"· . beo use he }la. not been arned ·of the meeting). TJur 
L hour in ere ts ith leader tho h not e eg te in edermott.. . 

Purther olid1ty.' a.a given to · the oppos ng parties by 
' - ,
I 

L t e ques ion or t .' 42 Corpor tion Bi11,·•. hen : the ea thy ·em·an-
l 

cipi sts Tho h d c st in tbei r lot i th squatt rs ( hom they h d 

ou vht so bitterly two years before) declared the~s 1 es holly 
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averse to a lo municipal fr ehise, one man pro ,osing a 

franchise of £100, and another £50. Numerous meetings were 

held by both parties, and entworth,himself a land ord in the 

city, and o naturally desirous, either to ere~t the Bill, or 

have it passed with a very higb franchise qualification, led 

hie party, consisting .of a _large number or Lieensed Viotu llers, 

first on the ory of "no taxation" and then on the amount of the 

frana ~i ~e itself. 

'Vbe ope.rati ves held a very large meeting in Ju1y, 

protested a.g nst the ~40 qua ification l-p the proposed Bill, 

and a petition with 1 ,500 names t ta.ched as sent to Gipps. 

The middle classes bei g, also roused to ·otion on the question, 

the Government, could do nothing but lower the franchi se to ·£25. 

"The power of the unr.a'presented", having been so suooessfully 

exerted, it ..raa not surprl sing th a t, at the ensntng municipal 

elections, although there ere twioe a many candid . tes 1n the 

tield as could be elected, Macdemiott was nominated for tb'?'ee 

wards, and as finally returned for Maoquart ,e Ward. 

But,· in the meantime, the squatters, se ing a yet no 

prospect of be ating Gipps on the land question, and havi~-g re-

eel ved but 11 ttle encouragement re a1"ding immigration from Gipps, 46 

had formed in September an aasoel _tion "to obtain pe:rmission to 

avail themselves of oool1e, or other labourers from the East 

Indies" ':.. a proposal whieh b ad been offieially diaallo ed in 158. 

A petition as dra n u . and orwa rded to the Home Government by 

a number or squ tters, the leader being Wentwn rth. · As though · 

this -. ere not enough, about the same time . as introduoed .in . the 

Municipal Counoi a propoe~l to employ a, r. ~igned labour fo~, 
,. 

munic1pa oontr cts. 

In January, 1 45, the Operativ,eg requisitioned tlJO · . { 
eatings, one to petition the government that eonv1 ot labgur. 

within the city shoul ·be abolished, and the other to pe~;tion 

QUeen Victoria a ainst the 'import tion of eool1e labour. · ·"!'he 

second meeting a. . held in the Race Course, our present Kyde Park. 
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A l arge platronn was erected opJ)Osi te M rket Street, and no . 

less than 5., 000 persons were pre ant. Spa aker after speaker 

arose to expat · a te on the dangers tha.t mu ~t en ue from the 

introduction ot these nat ives, to condemn the po icy of the 

squatters, and p rtiou arly to point to Wentworth ts betrayal 

Qf the popul ar cause. One speaker, r.. eCarthy, a trade de e-

ate, spoke . eloquently about ttthi s me · ncholy instf:lnoe of 

prostituted geni.us - a m n who had no degenerated into the 

drivelling poliUoa.l eoonomist, who woul s orifice his early 
I . . 

prepossession and f'rlends tc th~-- gra tifioat1ona ,of landed avar-

ice." · With prophetic insight he declared (in a curious nti .cip-

ation of the answer to Went ·orth' s own phr!;\ se about ttarrest~:ng 

the inf' o of demooraoy 11 ) "they might a el l attempt to arrest 

the progress of the mountain. torrent. ~-r ohe-ek the mighty a.val nohe 

in its on Tard eareer, a·s still the voice . -of, pub ic opi ion ." 
Orator L nch m de his usual points aoout "lavesff, nd 

nthe a~stoerats of the land", with such effect that the pre·sa 

of the cro d· prevented the reporters from t kin notes. 

The candid tes ror popul. r favour ,at the approaching 

election, Hustler and "big Cooper", "the workin _-man's rrienan 
spoke to effect, while Maodenno t t pointed out the popular 

respon_sibi li ty with regard to the eleotions. nd even . OUnean 

said a f e words at the end of the me eting. The Trade De egates 

a fterward a cOlleoted the li ets of sign.atures to the peti t1on, 
' 47and it as sent to Her Majesty, Que.en Victoria. • 

Sydney .was Nused as it never before had been, and 

entworth and Bland became une sy reg rding the epproaeh1ng · e eat-

ions. Duncan's leaders bad beeome more and more seathin ,· and 

1r al owed to ~ontinue would turn the popular vo~e more deeply 

against Went orth. 
-~· 

It , as decided to get rid or him, and· advan-

t ge wa taken of the joint ·stoOk basis Ota wbiah the p par was· -run 

to oust him from the edi-torial chair four months before the _. 

elections took p ace. •~ · -.rhat many of the Catholiee were une~SY. 

tsbe r dioal . nd eeouiar tone of the paper, is oe-rtain, but 

th t/ 
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that Dune n's eonge should have occurred so suddenly and 

~hen he as in the very arUo e of' a contest hiah w s outting 

the ground from beneath entworth' s. feet, 1 a ci reumst nee 

so suspicious t hat one cannot paes over 1 t. Dunoa.n could 

hardly h ve remained much longe r a s the editor of the professed 

C tho io organ (though rar stranger transfonn~tiona had taken 

place with reg rd to other ooloni al pepe rs), buti t as distinctly 

unfair, to say nothin or the personal insu t, .to oust him 

from the p per at so or111cal a time. !t1.1noan hi mse f does not 

hesitate to attribute it to "the efforts of t o eomb1ned f'aetions, 

aided by the proprietors -0f the 9Cbroni<ll ' and instigated by 

the oommand of the reak and v oill ting Vicar Gem ral." 

Although in the result, Wentworth and Bland -were 

plaoed at the head of the poll, this hap_pened only beeause the 

popular . vote was split batffeen QJ·Connel-1 ( ·bom Duncan had 

supported), Hustler, an ex-Sheriff who h~d exhibited some._ 

symp~thy in ccmvening the people's me e tings, and "big Cooper«, 

nd 1 11 tera.to snd good n tu red old scoundrel who be· laved in 

the abo i tion of lawyers and l a -courts. 

ent 'Orth nd Bland were very roughly h ntUed, and their ·banner 

·utterly deatroyed. Among others,. 0 a.tor Lynch ·as proved to 

have ta.ken pa.rt in the riots and a+ound over to keep the 

peace ror t e1ve m.onths. 

By this · time Ule financial orisi had oome to a he d, 

Government work~ h d either been stopped or re·duoed to a m.i.nt-

m" p:ri va.te contractors ~_ h&d no work to ofrer, and the la.bo-urer 

Numbers ot tbe -opet 

labour .__· arket, 1mmigr·atiGn, which h ad st0:pp,ed 1n 142, bad~)1~w 
• ' ; • 

\.. _... ,. 

reQ~enoed. . ClE:vei.:~rnech&nioa thoughi, _, j .,t · a degl"e,da tion 
. €- \:~ ,- •• , ...::;~t . .. .'f • ;. 

f3._!1.,.~ in laboure1:fs t , labourer'-s :,_~wages_, ·and what f' 

,1'l! < an 'os I jobs wer.;, o - Wpng 011t be.ck w ,~ v:1Eiwed 1th J ~ ,feto'it. 

It a well-known r,~-t ~a.t the mast~fs ' on the outback i\;~,{t..,: ', 
ion-~~ '}reated their j~e·rv _n-ts a they ou'l,d-~ neve.r have dare,r)J :,·\.: 
do ne.arer the towns: and ·sto 1es are ou-rrent about wages· ,·lfhfob . 

bad/ , 
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h d been paid in dishonoured cheques, of "truck" shops run 

by st . tion-o ners whioh took a.l l the laboure r's oney by 

their extortion te prices, P.nd of ge payments infrum or 
48home-m de beer inetead -or money. • Moreover, . any or the 

la.nd-o tje rs ere badly b e in '45 to off r more than the 

old £10 ennual geQ, and they could not afford to support 

~n 's wife and children. 

A meetin or ·oper .tives & held t the Oddfell,;nr' a 

Hall to p oint a Commi tte to dra up resf.) ution for 

nother p · tition to the Governor, concerning ass1 ned ser-
49 v n s. • At this meeting the project of po1 i tie 1 union 

es fir st mooted by Mr. 1(.eCarth-1. The peti t o 1, as u _ual, 

, a peremptor1 y rejected by Sir eorge, nd the a s runtled 

del~gates resolved to· oa.11 ublio meeting orthy of the name. 

The meeting a held at the aoecourse in Augu t and attended 

by some 5,000 people. Only · th great di f fi oul ty did Dunoan 

and Alderman Ma.cdemoti prevent the crowd from_ forming and 

m rahing in proc~ slon to Govern en t House to demand· h t · 

so many ti es the Government h d 'refused to concede. acder-

mott and Duncan both s th t Gippe' haughty t~p r, already 

great y tried by the demands or the tr· des, ould revolt 

a ainst conoeding to crowd h at he h d refused to a dele-

g lion. '!'he meeting w a persua ed to dopt wiser ooun el e, 

and deputation we elected of men ho spent two or three 

d~ys, "including Sund ysn, oollecting info . tion from house 

o house concerning the ctu _ dlstres prevalent in the to n. 

'!'he number was stated before a Commission of the Legisl tive 

Counoil by Benjamin Sutherland, a , leg te from the C binet-

Makers• Union,to be 2,000. Gipp , s-toni qhed at the figu ~e-s·, 

p.ledge_d himse f to do something for the re"' i&r· of the people; 

and e·sta.bliehed a Begist~y Ofriee a well ·as 'taking into 

Govern ent emp oy number or· labou~er • In addition, t}le 
·. 

town oorporati on provided rel ief rks. But the prayer o·r the 

netition had been rejeo-ted1 and the de egat.es:, "feeling t .he· 

grea·t/ 
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"gre t dif ioulty which existed in this colony of ·carrying 

out ny po ul r object from tbe to combination ex sting 

among the . o er rank or the :peop1.e, beg n to turn their 

ttention to tbe dvant es ttend nt on the formation or a 
50Po ·i ti cal U 1on, ,. • ·and, being joined by some other persons, 

el hteen embers of the flutua . Protection Assooi tion ere -

enro ad on the 29th .Au ust, 845. !hi Political un·on, 

according to Benjamin Sutherland, gre rapidly in num·ber and 

i ortance, the bership inore ing qu f:i rterly to 550, 450, 

485 and fin 1 y 500. 51• 

No cle rly, fro '40 to '45, t he Oper tives as a 

body, and under their leader, c~ennott, h d been opposed 

o the 1 n monopolists and had carried 1th them. a re~t deal 

of middle s sy P~ thy. ut Gi ps' contem tuou con-duct 

in regard to the Ope~atives' petitions had already roused a 

re - t deal o bitternes "311long the inde? e dent orking men, 

and hi a tr tme11 t o the squatters had . general re emb, a..'lce 

to hie treatme. t or the Oper t1 ves. _It a.s n tur 1, then, 

th t, hen ent orth was bo:cf~ing forth is "no tax tion ithout 

represent - tiontt cry, and hen the middle elass a w re inolined 

to symp-9.thi s 1th their countrymen a nst a Governor ho s 

r rded a eomethi of a usurper, the op rf\-ti ves, too, snou d 

·ave become doubtful. Numbers of these men lme l i tt e or 
the bi story or their dopted e-ountry, and, under the pre sure 

of severe economic condition ·, many ho kne had forgotten. 

And continually filtered -in from Europe, Ch rti.sts with an 

insti cti ve distrust of al forms or government ex~ t their 

o n, ho would naturally oppo e Gip s ju.st because he s a. 

Governor. Every pap~ 1~ the oo ony,but Duncan's• eekly Be .is-

ter", wh1 ch did not pay w s advo cating the ~a!-1 _e of the ~q~atters,
' .. 

na eve-ry week poured forth oonvincin rticles to incre se 

the number or converts. acdemott and Dunc n stood tinn, 

but II ennott at:t ao n Al erm an a magi str te, 

lost _p rt of hi ep,rly influence, i e Dune as aocu ed or 
being/ 
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being in the Government's p y.,,, 

Yet, with e.11 thi s explan a tion, tbe si t ua t i on 1 · 

puzz ing and curious in the extreme. I t is e asy to und_erstand 

that th:e economic crisis was suffict ent t o tur t h e operatives 

ag :i nst Gipps, but tha t it shoul d a t the same time proj.ect even 

sec t ion or them (ror, despite its reputed 500 members, the 

utua Pro'tiotion Assoei a tion, in 1t·s l a t e r .~tagee, as nothing 

more than a aeotion) into an active a.dvocaey of' the e.quatt-ers' 

interests., pas es eomprehension.. It is not f a lterinfh o-r 

avering, but de ialJ And, because I cannot oonceive of men 

suoh as Lynch, McCarthy, na the r est del ibera tel y nega tin a 

three ye. rs' struggl e, I am ed to ag ree w1 th a corresp-0ndent to 

Dunean 's pap r ho states of 1 t s lat t er stages, "the Mutual 

Protection A soci ion does not represent the working elasses". 

Duno n him elf called 1~ t he "Mutual Protective Nuisance.• 

Designedly or unwitting ly, the ffleading clique ot the 
"Gu. rdian" (the Associ_at1mt• s ne ·spa.per). broke the Labour Ivlove-

ment by ·mis-directing 1 t~ and apli tting into two w rrlng p , ·rties, 

th~ one remain1ng in suppo-rt ot the Government, t.he other ef!.kly 

playing i th Government petitions at the same time th~t i "t .· as 

eymp · thising ith t h e squatters. This l atter section a$ _ 

led by Benjemin Sutherland, Secre·tary of the Associ a tion, _and 

an o d member of t he A.U.B .. S. 'Dhe other seet1on w s ep}i~sent-

ed by Jamee ' achern ·who was appointed in March, - '44, a_s : ed: tor 

of the "Guard1 antt ne.:~spaper, the Asso-eiati on' s sel f-constituted 

organ. For a mo-nth it ·_ ~as c.ondncted with -undoubted abi l lty 

by M 1Eachern, a cl ever, though somewhat . htUtd~trong, journ~. ~,st 

i th a 'bitter hatred o! the a.ri '"'toe racy. Some time i)revtously 

he b.ad pub1i ~hed a am hl et on the Indefeasible Rights of',: 

Man, '"hieb eve 1 the "Gazette" dmit ted to. be·· ti'ble. 

Bis . leaders ori "Colonial Autocracyfi, ' "and. th.e .•L~:1·:1a-

or :the· Soul", are -1rrao1_·eely what e shou l d e.xpect or an o~-gan , 
,~ . '";Ii  ,. ~-: . ' ; ' 

devci'ted to the interests or the · orki~ elass whose growt,?')'e 

htave been tracing . But "ovJing to a disagreement 1th the- ' 
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•leading members of the Associationn, M1Eachern resi gned , nd 

Suther and tooJ his pl.ace, publis ing his fir t leader in 

the is.sue of April 6th , '44. Immediately 1r e a. re eon cious 

ot a diiltinot c a.nge of tone in an ~rticle which beg1. ns to 

di scus.s the Government's .po :er to make squat t ing regu l ti·ona. 

Itls signifioant.,_ that, in thia i a sue, is reported the 

f irst of the squattora 1 publlo meetings, whioh led t o the 

fonnation of th@ Pastoral Association, wh · ch evtintual _y defeated 

Glp::;s, secured a. ri ght· or pre.... ·emption on vraate l ands , and of 

an extende d le .se on l and s a.lready oecupied, and \\1:uah waa thu a 

responsible for f.itlally dis.po sassing the people. 

I! then, for the present we neg1 eot the o ims of the 

Mutua Pro t ec~lon A,asoc iation, and inqui:ra - \1fhy did the 

La.boar • o vemen t tail ; .our an er is •plain~ It was broken 

bet· ·ean the Governmen+ and the Squatters by a divided allegi . nee . 

And t. is reak as possi.ble because of the mag ·1 i tud.e or the 

The S(IU&tte.ra' monopol y lH:1.d grown t -o su eh 

-ro .. oi-tions th t Gipps nu.1st. e1t .ar dete1.1t it or die. I t ·(•as a 

struggle to the ·death, and eo~use f..,abo.ur advocated n i the r side, 

The power or a monopol y is in unity, an~ 

divid~d, monopoli s ts p,rlsh.. Once in convict d~ys, l:El..bou r had 

possessed s. natural monopoly. .l l a bad gradually been broken 

down , but a s g r a du itl J y had, ari en conscious direct i on , which 

ended in 1840 in the crea tion of anott er monopol y, unifi e d from ~ 

a definite . centre . Dis-turb the centre, and the movement is lo 

But before we clo e our subject, let us glance at ·the 

oon~ti tution and activi t· e_s of the Muta 1· Protection ~\ c so~iat1ons: 

Lamen\'~b y as 1 t fai l ~d-~ '. yet it had two periods or acti vf " -, :: -

tbs . f"i:rst o f which it &.t(~pted to repre~ent the wo rking 

and en sh r1 ne the . orke r_t.·s~ "'deals. 

No distinc4or("was m de 1n tbe· a . ooe1 tion bet 

..union :-·and non-uni · n ·kein:bi T;, nor were -~'thcis.e '-merfbers of t . '-' . :,. · le 
" ' ~· ",;~ -~ .:.. .· .. . 

.; ... 1 ~· '· • ...,. 'c~ f.;_ ' ... • 

professed wori~:fng cnass sym-i:( thi.es · excluded 
. . . 

number .or the men bers ·of \he ~unicipel counci•l were, thro~~hou t 

th: / ~. 

1 
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th period of· it existenc , u on i ts overnin body, nd , 

although cdennott a no ong r led r thin t e A aoci -

tion, he did not cease to t . ke n inte rest in 1 s work. 

en fir t canst tuted, orovi i on 1 committee cos Un of 

fifteen members nd t e Seer t a ry ere appointed to dra up 

the rul ror the fir t ree mon ths . Av t 1e end o ti 

period the fir t g eral eating a held w en the ru es ere 

revi ed and ordered to be printed. 

The f n a rule provi ded th t this m na in Co 1 ttee 

of fi f t en memb rs shou be chosen t Gen r 1 Qu rterly 

eting, nd gi n po r to dd to their memb r • ffhe re ~ult 

o crea te a trong governing body, hardly cont o ed by the 

members of the Assooi lion ho et eekly. 'l'he proce ure eems 

to h ve been co ied f rom the l"Ules of the A. 0. B. s. 
?hough the Society as cal led a Poli tieal Onion , 1 ts 

obje~t did rtot ev n include th obt in of vote. I t con-

fe ad th t it as ormed to v t the evils under hioh th e 

oper tive ola s ·a ere labo rin , thus di tinctly vo ng an 

econom1o, r ther t n a 011 tic 1, puroose. 

'1'h ns of efrecting hi end were di stinot y 

individual, 11 u tr Un th t cu 1 r confusion or politic 1 

and econo i c otive·s, wh · ch h a di tin ui sh d the Au tra ian 

L bour ov - ent, and hioh eems to me to be direct y due to a 

thirty ye rs' convic tion . 

(1) To endeavour to impre s upon all the community th 

need of oo- oper tion. 

(2) '.f;o ooneentrate publio opinion, and so de termin the 

Cue of the ,d str as. 

{S) 'ro prea.d the opinion so col l cted in t e Pre , in 

Ub l ie eet.lng , nd by P8ti tions, to the Le -

1 ti ve and City Counci l • 

{4) To resist claa legisl tion: o tch over the 

int r st of the orking e ass~ 

(5) To fost r n e ncour ge colonial roduce and anur ature. 

(6) To/ 
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(6) 'l'o ensure the return of upright and effioient 

representatives to the Legislative and City Council. 

{1) s.nd { 4) seem to have represented a very real 

desire for peace and not enmfty. It a.s oha:raeten.•i stio or the 

Australian working m.an that he did not fight for 1dea1 , put 

for a orld at peace itb itself. 'fhe terppor. ry union, with 

the squatters in '44, was, arter all, but the logical 1 ssue or 
this desire, for those who did not realise the gre t danger 

threatening. 

en the drapers sou ht for sbo,rter hours in 1 44 nd 1 -48, they 

a pealed to the public, and held indignant meetings, whlob the 

whole community w a asked to ttend . '!'he same spirit i.n the 

M.P .A. w s responsi-ble for _a willingness to submit to Parliam-entar, 

inquiries, and for the force whieh compelled Parliament to 

appoint the Commission on Distressed Labourers in '44. 

It was in pursu ance of its third aim ·that the A13sooia-

tion excelled 1 t self. It is impcssi ble to- detail the many and 

varied meetings, petitions, deputations and inquiries which the 

indef tigab.- e clique set working. !'he Municipal Counci, the 

Legislative Council and the Home Government · ere deluged 1th 

peti tione about immigration and convict labour, distressed 
. 

labourer and Government grant .s, am.all allotments, and 
' 

the con-

tractin ystem, and even a petition from 1,000 fem ales connect-

ed th the A .oeiation praying that Government washing ,...t · 

Parram, tta Female raotory mi ht be discontinued. Wentworth 

n -tu rally presented tbe petition _on small holdings and "fixity 

of tenure". · There \ as no danger 1 t ou ld be granted .. Lang 

a .a given the petitions o.n the distresp ~xisting in 8ydne¥, and 
:I- .... ... 

B and pre ented two petitions a.. ainst G<)v·errnnent sbing and· 
G overnment printing. 

Gipps a~ a,proaohed several times by the Association, 

'but the del egates w,ere. a~way treated ith' the utmost eontempt"' 

But .the Associatlon•s most interesting·:· ork was in its de-a!ings · 

with the unioipal Council. At sever-al ge eral meetings i~ '43, 

candidate for the various rds ere questioned, aonce:rni.ng their 

principles/ 

https://aonce:rni.ng
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prinoiple ,s, by members of the Aesooiation, nd in this year., 

nearly all the candid ates whom the Associ ation fter m.ueh 

de iber tion had chosen, ~ere returned to the C1t.y Council. 

In September, 1 44, the Association was very much eakened, . tor,, 

by now., the MtEaohern section had left the body, and only the 

misguided upho der.s of the squatters were left.. But even so a 

11st o.r eleven Q.uestiona for municipal ca.Y1didates a. dr wn 

up, and several candidates submitted to the erdea. in the hope 

of procuring tbe Mutual Protection vote. The mo st important 

of these questions a..s the last - Do you recognise the Assoeia-

tion a the po i tio-al representaV ve of the working classes 

· .nd the oi ti zen s, nd w1 l'1 you coneert with it on the q ue stlon s 

they have taken in hand? ,-

'l'hi s interesting antieipation or a Labour caucus 

as condemned in the House by entworth, and the tt.Austra11an~ hints 

that,had not the Association broken up Just t the t · me or the 

Municipal election in '44, its members ould have been 

prosee.uted . 

The immediate ·causes or 1ts do nfa.11 were lack of 

member~, scaroi ty of ca t,
... 

, and a quarrel over the contrac~ing 

syste,n~ 

N.ot again, does oentral association sise among the 

orkers. Al though Macde:rmott continued to .be prominent in 

ei vie 11 fe, attaining., by the influenee of the Peopl ' · wil , the 

po ·sition or Mayor 1n 4B- 46, he does not again lead as he had 

led up to '45 . ·Re as not a very . successful Mayor. The "At as" 

point.a with reason to ~i a· manife t off'ici al extravagance, and to 
52 .

his extrema rashness an4 imprudence. But this tttribunus plebis" , 

remained loya to G1pps to the last, anaJ;n some" hat theatrical 

fashion , aoco p&nied him with a stra_ ling p:roeesslon of nine, 

from Government Bouse to his last Legislative Counail.55 • 1'he 

scene 1.s p thetic expos tion or the rat ure or the Labour Mo ve-

ment , not by a defection or leader but of oonsti tuentsl &e-

dermott, who bad been a1 ing some time , died suddenly in 

Peb-ruary, '48. · 

Duncan/ 
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Dunc n, in '46, s poo nted ub-ool ctor of 

Cu toms at oreto B~. any ye r tr he becrune Collector 

of Cu toms in Sydney, nd ] i ved to ripe old a. , bei n 

re rded in hi tar ys by the distinction of C••G. 

He died in '85, nd s buried in the old. Devonshire Streat 

Cemetery. 

The t r4de did n ·:>t vani h imrnedi At 1y. In '46, 

,s ven o t em 1ere stirred to ction by Ca enters nd Joiners' 

, trike, 1a.~t1n for three week : nd by· G d tone' th e ~tened 

Tran ort tion Bill. A other xcited R cecourse meet·n s 

hela , nd a petition as for r ded to Duncombe, 54• the aris-

tocr tic tr de union sy pathi er in the Eng ish Hou e or Com-

ons. The petition s pre ented, nd the "Secret 0 ry of the 

Oper ti ve Anti-Tr n portation Commi tteen, r. Wm. i 1kins, 

received rrom Duncombe l)irn 1r the ne~.- of · ts pre:--ent ,tion. 

It Ta.a pl."omi ed t this '46 meet ng th ...,, t "Trade 

Onion" ~ould hort y beet. b _ shed , and meetings ere 

held bout hich there is no av i 1 b e in onn tion. But, by 

Apri 17th, 847, the Oper tive nti-Tr nsport tion Comm.i ttee 

h din h nd only 15/4, which s i ven to the B nevole t Society. 

A i tl p p r of Decem er 26t , '46, call d "The 

Citizen" te ti i s, in con ju cti n .. th re . C'itt red co. ies 

ffof the nstar and orkin an' s Gu ~. rdi (September 6th, _845) and 

"The A e' (Sept~ ber 27th, '45), that the Oper ti ves h ve turned 

n to the strug le g ins the 11qu tter. But ne end. re 0 t 

d issi -te the energy or the c sses. "As citizen of 

the or d, I oonde n no m n for hi att. oh ent to the ce or 
hi b rt , his po i tics or hi re1 · 1-0n." Thought, it erto 

co ined in n rro r cl rel es takes ides eep - the co onists 

h ve come o be re rded not merely a money- kn, but s 

mora "55.intel ectu. 1. nd bin 

"The true cau e · of our re tness nd rosperi ty 

mu t be t"ound in the improved social and mo'ral conditi•on .· or 
56.t he peop1e. 

Nation l l ty/ 
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N tionali ty h s arisen, and, wi h the ur enoy 'ind div-

ine haste of .n immort_al mt sion ha.a bidden the warrin:: f ctione 

oease. Str~nge musie this tor men ho have grown o d in 

battle; music, wh ch another pen t.han ours shall fitly ?.rri te.-

But al - s or the dead Pa t i t .h its shameJ 

For t -o momen terns ye l'."S the power or the Pastoral 

Asso') a tion had been unchecked, Boyd, the accredited re resent _ti ve 

had been borne to Eng1 and, and "the spirit nd energy with whieh 

he with stood the uneonsti tut- onal attac "s of our late Govel!nor, 

Sir George Gipps, on the ri ?h t a.nd liberties of the PastoTal 

Commonwea th of Ne South tales 1 1 ever form. a rominen - p ge 
57. ,

in the po 1tical hi story .or the colony .. n · 1I'hi s very d~y, 

decl red a sarc .stic 11ttfe Journal, "an A t of the rmper!al 

P rli ment for regulatlng _the sale and leasi g of our laste 

lands~ an Act p ssed after the most arduou efforts o Mr. "Boyd 

nd re ze ou friend .a of th Colony, resident in London, 

is proclaimed as taking -effeo , and it i,s accordingly a ds.y in 

every respect most appropr· ate fo:r. recordi n another inQtenee, 

of ths,t enterprise to which M-e South W les 1 1 one day be -rate-

fu l enough to scribe much or h r pro peri ty and im orta.nee: i11 
57.

the scale of n tions.n · 

At the end of •46, too, tha anions ,are slo ·ly dying . 

Once the 1and question was settled J.9,rge tracts or land iere out 
58. 

u _, _ and sold, and the e r ier unioni s ts, many of them no _ groirn 

rich and f ourishing, --ere ab e to buy at length wh . t they h d 

or ved . Thus, the men who fought for the na eventua ly ob-

tained it , though they failed in a struggle, · hich, if suec ssfu}. , 

might h&ve given vas ber1 ta e to their children ts chi .d:ren . 

The -'48 E ections introduce us to the beginning of a 

n e po 1 ti <l'al n d econom1 c movement. But the -atter doe not 

qui okly arise. Again and again does Cunningham, th Chartist 

Editor of tt'fhe Peo _ e I s Advocate", ppea to the Operatives to 

a ake, to unite! 

'!'hough sev-eral of the men of .n older tr di tion t 'i ke 

part in the 6onstitutiona Association, Sutherland and Ha~kley, 
Lynch/ 
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Lynch , and Hipkiss - argumentedo not project unions. It i s 

the pre ure of renewei! immigration hich causes the abortive 

t tempts of the stone-m sons, carpenters and joiner • Th-eae 

attempt e were unsueoessful because of the oonst nt r o or 
the o _t adventurous spirits to the goldfield of C li forni 

in '49 and '50 . Even t-he Journa.Ji st, M1Eaohern , had gone., 

le9.ding after hi doubtlesa numbers or staunch nd sober workmen .. 

But out of the social flux finally emerges a new 

ovement. Labour had failed because of' a sectional denial ., 

made possible by a loose am algamatio of unionist , delegates, 

municipal counoi lors and- "others". 'Phe new movement should 

oe b ed more truly on repr sant a tion. In devel opment, as~ not 

in pro.jeotion, ie the hew stren th. 

https://Journa.Ji
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CHAP-TER VII. 

CONCLUSION. 

The convict pe,ri d h d b en a privileged economic 

period f'or the labourer, nci his standard of li fe h d been set 

hi h by the urgency of a demand caused by natur al scarcity• . 

As gradua1ly this searci ty vanished, the apou re r, u r "'ed to '" 

mainten nee of n the standard", both by hie own sen -e of he 

contr. st, and by the hope or "bettering hi oondi tion", fonned 

unions o regu l te prices, aod eontro the market. To 

certain extent, the power was possible and within the power of 

smal i ciustria sections. But the latter nd more import nt 

objeot ~as not in the power of any union. The Government as 

s adam, nt upon the que ti.on of ass1 ned labour, and hence, 
•: 

even under ordinary c1rcumstan oes , the 11nion possessed a eg-

i tim -te grievance . 

But, in ddi tion, the immigration flux with its sudden 

ressures and its gre~t irr~ ul rity provided . con tant menace 

for the labourer who on~ had mono o ised a market. Thus the 

de ir~ ·to maintain the olo monopoly led unioni sm to a con-

sideration of the oent ral questions of assignm- nt nd immi , ration , 

0nd economic became po .1 ties. But neither of these question 

as simple. 'fhe one as the resu t or the Engli ah Penal Sy stem, 

s u )ield by an Eng 1 sh Governor, to whose interest it BS to 

_keep assi ned convicts in the Government emp oy. oreover,. 1 t 

as but a quection or few ye re before all the a i n d con-

victs ould be exhausted and the struggle ith the Government 

at Neturally then, the labourer he itated to openly 

defy_the Governor, and preferred r ather to inundat,e him 1th 

petitions. 

~specially urgent was this po icy in vie of th-e· much 

more vital uestion of immigr tio n, .. hieh, a though officially 

direetad: by the Government, was reoo :1i ed by the colony to be 

a move of the squatting party. It as again st this part ha 

Labour united., and , for three yeerc, m int-ained its integrity 
thereby/ 
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thereby protesting that the contl"Ql or the m rket was. labour's 

coneern. So powerful indeed became the L bou r P·arty that 

there are indiC tions 1 t v,as on the point or a.ttaekin·g the 

squatters on their o n monopoly, and defeating, or, at le st 

modifyin , the squ t-ters 1 ttfixi ty of' tenure" eai paign.. 

tJnfortun ,tely, the bi tterne 0 ""' rea.ted by the economic 

crisis or '45 tur ed the labourer from is gre _t urpose to 

the mor immed te policy or "h amin the Government". In 

site of the protest- t·ons of the Secret:::iry of the Mutu 1 

Protection As oo.: tion, I do no , for one in tant, im.a ine that 

labour, s a united body, turned to the squatters. But cert-

ai_nly a clique as led a .. ay, either by convicti:on or bribery. 

The result wa.s that the bulk of' the abourer fell back 

from the central organisation, 9nd the Labour ovei ent died.'1t 

Eu"t Phy, one asks, did not Labour attempt to gain . 

the vote h oh e,very Chartist so keenly desired? Ho as it 

possible to rorm a Politi-Cal Union hich desired po er bu-t not 

repre entation? Could not both Emigral;ion and ssignment 

have been dealt tdth sucee sfu y 1n the Hou e by Henry ac-

dennotf? 

Why, in er eot, did Ch rt1 sm not take root in '451 . 

inste d of ,48? The answer 1s to be round in the eculi~r 

oonstitution of the Australian labourer, hich I can ot but 

regard as ,. direct heritage from a convict st. It i a proof, 

not of de rd tion, but of po er th t the labourer appealed so 

e sily to the Government. His objections and emonstranc9~ . 

ours$ .to· an authority hieh had, by ¢'lea_~··,.. · , 
2 

aconond:c stress, 1 · ye ·been comne1led _,to -lend a \'r1. 11 n 1~ ~;. to 
--,-·:.· ,._. ; -

-,),•· _:,-.,. 

the men ho omed the ·v~rj sinews of society. 

method arn ved 1th the convict system, and 1ts weight depend-ed 

on a Government, some or t.he members or which 't aced tbei 

lin~a.1 ucce s sion rom ·l 788. 
-

evolu-tion of the method, :-the attitude, of the ·Go·vernment 

11th that or the labourer. 
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It is true th t pet tions did not succeed, 

but neither doe the oossession of a vote bring victory . The 

petition method had first to fail , because of the ref usal 

of an oligarchic G-overnment · to entertain it, befor the Vote 

be c am a serious ueation or a. orker 1 a movement . Even in 

'48 , the wo:rkex ha d to be convinced of 1 t s efficiency by he 

midd . e olas es. 

The same attitude of personal confidence p roduced 

the oauous of the Mutu . .l Protect on s ci tion . -The men n 

the Assoc! a tion, ho possessed t h e munioi pa vote by no m a ns 

rel ie upon 1 t. Tbey . aqught some method o · more d1reet ex·-

pression, and the Caucuir ··gre na.4- ural l y to urni the personal 

linj . It s n evolution of t he Petition Committee ... unite 

the members and you h · .ve a C uous, i th it demands drawn up . 

It is then but step, to k th representa tive to com.e, ·t o th e 

Pe i tione rs instead or vice vers~. And the "represent ti ve", 

hethe r of the Petit ·.oner · or the C ucu , ay be any m n 11 ing 

to do hat the mrklng cl sses desire . entworth, Bl& d, Lang , 

-r :indeye r, Duncan, M cd_ei:mott , If' pki , David Tay or l · 

-r e usefu in speoLl way s and the Op r a tives h ve po er .to 

;) i ve .nd withhold f r om al • The L bour P ,l,rty , on its cro ss 

be ches in the nineti ., i s surely not f a r :removed f ro: the 

Labour Party or the f'o- r ties, and neither from e in luence of 

an ori.g1n l nd o erful monopol y hi ch a ro e e t the bidding 

of a. .other inponvict dA.ys . · 
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1. ebb : A story ot 1.Fra.oe Un· onism . 

Industria·1 Dsrnooracy • 

.. olyo , e : 

E e r on : Br1. t1 sh Colan1 al "'·o icy. 

Cu Try : British ColoniP._ Policy. 

2 . odern !11 stori es. 
Seo t : Proeeedin s of Au 

Soc-tety. 

Jose : ~attchett artin : 

.so· a.ehner: A.ustra-11en in Po_itik .. 

etin : ..,e Soc!~., sme sa s doo · r ne. 

r-.on Phi 1 ~ip : A Colo ial Autocracy. 

B- ton : Hi etery or New South 1e t r am 
the Record • 

Evatt : Li er -_ 1.i n Au tra11 • 

orthcote: Aust ra ·i s,n Socia Deve opmen t . 
Tr- e Un· on1 sm in Au tr.~1. 

(Th· s 11 ttle book is indi spen'<.,able thou h muon of 1 t e 

i .. tory is in..,orre·ct . But it provided m with . rou_h pp r ox-

1 a.tion t ,hio I rked until I h .. rel ted tho two L bou r 1 

oveme ts to hi ato ri o 1 background. My d. f fie 1. t s iere t o 

prove tllere Vh~S All early movem nt, nd then nd 9. o " n t of di-

v" ....ion. 

The aecond _ muoh more di f'ficu t , but I 

st ~tie t t the 1ivi n is ' 48 911d not 151. Th~- gold-

r sh oded to a a. in'.')l cause by Li ghtfoot ant. Suto .1rre't 

h .. a ot thi .s r , tion to th& origins o • ei r . ovemen t). 

r ~ent Ri atoriea·. 

Co . 1n . 

Holt . 

.... arrin ton . 

- 0 'Bar / 

https://1.Fra.oe


0 'Hara• 

. en worth. 

ace.rt r. 

Bland. 

T ot y. 

tang. 

-2-

Duncan (in Hogg' s I st ru ctor). 

U athorne' s utobio r hy. 

Duncan ' S. Autobiogr hy ( in<l y ent to e by is Dunc-n) 

4. Current. 

uel Si J.ey: Emi g r an t ' Jo rn · 1 • 

C rmichael: Hi ts to Emigrants. 

h ~et an r· tin s of K ntish an d r ... C s olm (in the 
ltche Libr ry). 

5. Book of Referenc: 

flo ..ton: us r li n Diction ary of D te. 

Bl r: ncyclop a di a of ust al n Bio r phy . 

Diction ry o tion 1 Bio r phy (40 Vols.). 

ote Proeeedin s of Legi sl ti ve Council.. ( ocount 
of debate s re not pub! ished, but my be found ind ly 
p 'iP -rs). 

Act and Ordi _nee of Governor and Council (ca1, h n), 

Select Com.mission on Immi gr ntion. 

Bi e's Report and Evidence. 

he Desp tches end Tr nscri ts I haven t to ched , nor 
ave I more t h cin a. need t Bi g e's Evide ce (in f lio). 

7. inute Books d C sh Accounts or: 
(1) Society of Progre s ve Carpente r~ and Joiners. 

(2) nute Books nd B, a.nee Sheets or ustr . l a O ··on 
Beneri t SoQiety. 

(5) Ru~e of A. 0 . B. s . t th Regi str ·r's 0- rice. 

(4) The Co-oper~tor Eight Hour 'Souvenir 

8. The most v uable s · rces for art or - y 

or ekly papers. The worth of these sources 

(October, 1~1 ). 

~ork ere daily 

c nnot be over-

estimated, bu hey n ed very c utious tre t en t. Cur ent 

events/ 
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IIDO e-i b 8 ta hi- tti ud n1lo r hi - n V u 1 

oi _, . u e ... __,_ s 0 e tr . d~ ti n 1 -,,0 1 icy of th~ r. hu 

I r to t e my faith on Dunc n' r , though l 

u 1e i t time· over- vehe ent, to b" doub . or ' The us-

r i n" , to ... co e h azette ' a« oc u 0 n' 
I""' ....are t tv • t!" 0 -~, t pect ny ~e e whieh 

"Th H r!i an voe ateQ ac . i 1y to be n the t ree 

ccn erv t ve, to a oe t or ,!i?, s . te "AL.a bri gs to' 
bu to beN r of" t Ce tic1. nd to r d .,_. e' 
9 0 "'1' eop .. Advocate" 1 y t to ct _te 1 e (1 t' 

Lls an u nd t!) t ~-at t · er . e e no u 0 j btf· i a it , 

n a me tin,.:;, r e to b ttended by 'el -
. 

-<:: of' th f -1 the ord "de..i.e ... ate" to 

th tradi i e h ve dese ibe n not (in '4 ) t ct ve 

union . 

Broadly, the p pers are · i,· de into t o ection -, ~l thou h 

ime h n 5 C n · rvati e an 
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(Co td.) 

The Citizen 
Be·os of the People 
The People's Ad voe te 
Sydney Times. 

Onder a 1t r ry division, oome the "Atl s" and the" ekly 

Register". 

9. _Histor·oa.1 ecords (Bladen). 

I read through lmost all these vo umes, hav1 ng, s my 

object, desirB to differentiate bet een the unct ons o the 

fr e la.bou rer nd the con vi ot, until I realised that I s 

touching r-hat seem--- to me a vital po nt in Au tr9 1 ia's h story. 

10. mong my uthorit·es, I onstrain d to includ Mr. 

Tun ecli fe, of the F''i her Libr ry, hoseoolp, interest nd 

uidance . ere inva uab1e . I h , ve met no-one e l e ho so 

th roughly understan s the hume.n motivlsation in early Aus-

tr 1 en hi tory. 



NOTE ON CHAPTER I. 

I m el are th t, in my t.re tment of the convtot 

system, I h ve violated all the usu ~l trad·t1ons. . reover, 

it i ht e sily be urge th t my treatment or certain eriod 
..,._-

n e y, 810-1828, is nece a ri y sl ght. 

But, 1th the exception of Barton's book, h ch 

oe se a.t too e r y a date, and Marion Phi lips' "Col onia 

Autocracy", h1cb begins. too late (1610-1820), there is no other 

systematic re earch on the subject. Mi s Phi 1 ips' book seems 

to me , very oatient -tudy of a difficu l t period, but t ere 

re contradictions and avo ~ed pe · le i ties in it, · hich, I 

bel ieve, resu t from her adoption of the usua ·hypothesis, 

namely "th the di tinction bet en freed an a· free cut de p~nto 

the socia, economic and judici st -tua of the colony." This, 

he follo s u by regarding tha division bet een "vietua ed" 

and 'non-victu led" s e sent 1 line (Th e e peo e ere 

labourer hose t'enn has exp red, nd ho r fus .d to be supported 

any onger at Government e-xpenc.e). 1th servile 1 bour, she 

points out, e l ss of "poor whites" must inevitably r--t se. 

Pe rh p s, thi ould be true of st~tic system (thou h, h t pre-

ci ely st . tic convict colony ·ou d mean, I hav li t tle ide ), 

but my thesis is t ;. t h a t · e h v c lled "the convict system" 

dynamic, furni.shin an inst nee of an economic ad pt tion 

to ciroumst noes not foun in the history of any other continent. 

Ame rica t rted 1th ree settlers, nd the criminals iltered 

in, becoming more or 1 ss identified ith slaves. 

or over, thou h Miss Phillipa dee are th t "1 t as 

only as he colony be an under oquarie to emer e from inf ncy, 

and ca ...:t side the cha.ins of mi 1 t ry govern ant, th ~t the fu 1 

force of the restr ction~ bet ee. free nd unrr e began to be 

t", she i . rure ,y inconsistent in her t tement that, in 1821, 

"there a.s pr ctically no di tinction bet een free .,, nd convict 

l.abou rers. n 

Labour/ 
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La.bou r s fa t becoming n ordinary market eommod-

1 ty to be bought and paid for, instead of a deb du ·rom 

the outcast to those ·i thin the ranks of re.spec .ab.111 ty. Mean-
, hile s the economic po er or "the oonv1et labourer inare s-ed, 

his soci 1 ostr oism beoa _e more rigorous." 

lty exaot y oppos.i te contention is that he labourer's 

po er decreased instead o.f increasing, and, great s 1 t as 

in 1821~ it was less th n in 1788. Labour did not beeome a 

debt until general as i nment, and the in bill ty to claim .ages 

introduced the sl ve system. The Emencipist v. the Fr ema.n · 

uarrel ·Ia - distinction of ent1ment among the 19.nded pTopriet-

ore,lnfluencing, but not converting,. the labouring classes,, and 

vanishing like smoke in '42 at the first hint or external 

opposition to the b sis on hioh the c aims or both parties w re 

founded. I h ve found nothing ti tever to lead me to believe 

that the free Australian labourer refused to reco ni se the 

»nanei i t . Before 1822., I do not consider the fr e aboure-rJ 

of 1mportano • After that d t,e, the free labourers, whi e re-

, 

tu ing to a sooiate with convicts or assigned men, decl red 

peci f1cal~y tha they had no objection to emancipi sts. 'ray or, 

the leader or the Emi r an t Meohanios (Sydney G zette, July 11 h, 

' t55),decl _red that "he ~d the body to whioh he be on _~ ed knew 

nothing or tiaket- of- leave men. They looked upon every well-

condue ted m n as rr· end; nd a motion .~as put and o rri ed th .t 

this mee ing do adjourn till the 18th in tant, in order to 

enab e tiuket- of-leave men to be present. u And, or the Em-an-

ci i t , (enti sh, in ·one or hi a intuiti vs moments, s id, "'fhe 

Eme.ncipists as a body, e are ersuaded, be.ve muoh less sym atby 

1th, nd le ving to ards,p:rison rs than is generally - scribed 

to them. e are convinced that in nine 1n tances out o ten , 

Emanct>sts display a feelin to ards the side of honouT and 

superiority, in prerere oe to vioe and de radPtion, when put in 

compett tion and when they have n ,op,portuni ty to side the rree 

por'tion of the popu] ation , or the bond. n 

0Lastly, I am inclined to think th t my • n t : rpretqt on 

c.9.sts/ 



o sts 1 ht upon hat Phillips and Mr .. Northcote, ho 

dopted her suggestions, vie ed s a puzzle. quote ·t.he 

p ssa e in h ch ., i s Phi 11 c e rly state the nature ot 

he rob : 

«Socio o ically, the history or e South 1 s 

mu t remain, for the preoent, complete puzzl. 

ould, t th t time, have proposed, snd no-one .ou d propo e 

to-dey, that the chi d ren born of oonv· t parent OU d S 0 

no sign of their origin. Yet thi wh t happen d, nd the 

act i not to be be itt ed by laying tre on the number or 
po11 ti Cal pri oner , or the h shnes of the crimina.1 s. 

he poli tioa prisoners formed a very anal minor:· ty., d, 

though m ny oonviots ere transported for sm 11 ofrences, they 

ere u ually or a lo type, such as pocket-picking, or reee1 ving 

tolen oo-d s. " · 

The transfo . a.tion, ich seems to h1111p so 

difrb 1 t, s erfected not in the seoond, but the first ge~ ra-

t1on by the gift of n indep ndenoe, g nerated by r sp nsib111 ty, 

nd consolidated by age-st tus. 'llhe study or sociology 

.i confront d,not _~·th a problem in heredity, but :1th a study 

on he effects o e vi ronment. I do not th n there is any 

sycho ogioel dirficul ty involved in the gro th of tunt _d 

erson li ty, cap ab e of committing crimes ffof a o type" to t 

stature of an independent and often 1nsubordin te ci izen. On 

the contrary, the be inning or Austr in hi . tory illustrate 

the emo ion 1 ] , that repre s1on generate n uncon -ciou . re-

s st nee hich wi burst forth, or . lo ly uncloee under new 

and ore prooi tiou ci rcum t nee • Th t inde end oe, hieh, 

in . no er land h d been r pres..,ed at an into er b e hum co t, 

stir ed ra1:nt y on the bosom of the Firs Fleet, projected it elf 

in the colony in idleness', "irre ul r1 ty" and "insubordin tion", 

in combin tions", cata s", and " edi tious meetings", and un-

olded in time into th self-sutrici.ent c tizenship of ide 

democr cy. By devious path, d through unsuspected oh nnel , 

Eng and' s experi en t or a convict eo ony t length ttained all 

victoriously it~ innerent juat~?jo tion. 
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I. ssignment h d,- or course, al a s existed but the 
status of the Government eonviot kept it often merciful and 
certainly free from the o.rst abu.ses unti 1823. 
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20. In letter to Don aldson, Pre..--nier of Ne South a es, 28th 
June, 1856. 

21. Duncan' a autobio r.aphy. 

22. Austr la 1 n Cbronio. e, September 6th, 18,41. 

23.J 



23. Sydney Gazette, March 3rd, 1842. 

24. do. do. do. do. 

25. Atlas, Apr! 22nd, 1846. 

26. Duncan's autobio raphy. 

27. He is elected .''on· the voices!" 

28. Syd~ey Gazette, arch 5rd, 1842. 

29. Atlas, M'ay 16t , 1846. 

50. Austr lasian Chronicle, rch 2th, 1842. 

51. Duncan's autobiogreJ)hy. 

32. Dunc n haa arrived only in ''58, nd kne nothing about the 
gro th of the Operative Movement. I doubt bether he 
c red very muoh. . He is not at · 11 interested in 
trade uniona. · 

SS. Austr, 1 sian Chronicle, December 26th, 1840. 

54. Duncan's ·utob- ogr~phy. 

55. Austre.la lan Chronicle, January 16th, 841. 

56. I am utterly at a os to coneei ve what Duncan did w1 tb 
this unique memorial of Trade Union aet1v1ty. Miss 
Duncan, hi sole .surv1 ving dEuieendent, ean find no traee or either the medal or the address. It is more curious 
that she neverhearo her f ther mention th incident, 
although be valued h ghly a. rrn.tch whiah ras presente« 
to him in '42, and which she ati 1 has in her possession.• 
Several times, efter tbe split in the mo.vement, Dunoan 

as taunted w1 th }laving in his possession a medal "of 
h oh he was once very proud", and I have wondered whether 

his anger was enou ·h to eeuse him, to have the medal 
el ted d n. In 18·45, he was £-600 in debt, thr,ou .h the · 

failure of the " eekly Register"~ But there was nothing 
petty in the man's character, and I hesitate to be ieve 
my em su gestion. 

NOTE·S - CONTINUED. 

I suggest the follo lng as the names of: 

The Ten Assoeiated Trades or Deeember, 1940. 

1~ The Cabinet Kakers and Upholsterers' Onion, formed 1833. 
2. !be Journeyman Composi lors of Sydney, f'ormed · 855. 
5. The Ship ·r. ghts' Bene tit· Society, formed 1857. 
4. The Operative Carpenters and Joiners of ·_Sy~ney, formed 

March, 840. 
5. The Tr de Society of the ~ngineers, ·i1 lwrlghta, 

Found _r and Sni ths, .fonned rch, 1840. 

6. The Operative Paint~ere, Plumbers and Glaziers of Sydney, 
formed Apri , 840. · 

7.· ·-rhe Union Society of Operative Cord ."ner, fonned 
June, 1840. 

B. 'fh.e Oper tive Boot and Shoemakers or Sydney in full 
existence J nuary 21st, 1841. 

9. The Journeymen Tailors (who org nised a strike 1n 
August, 1840). 

10. !he Journeymen Bakers ho, " -s a matter or eourse, 
turned out" in '41. 

57./ 

https://Austre.la


57. I doubt het er the Coo re in e 1s enoe even in 
1839. T .ey ould prob 1 to the Ca p nt r 

n Joiners' Socie y of aroh, 1_40. 
58. Au tr 1 i Cbronic1 e, pr l 5th, 1841. 

59. do. do. October 20tl'\, 1841• 

40. S dne Gazet e, febru ry 26th, 1842. 

41. Th jey 1 short h i story: 
git tio a . a out to b suec ede 
et een thee e of aristoor cy 

the monet ry er er '43-4 interfer d." 

42. Sydney G z tte, D ce ber 25r , 1841. 

45. rch 2nd, 842. 

44. Duncan's hr se: uetr 1 sia.n Chronic1 , March 1 t, 842. 

45. Sydney G zette, Febru ry 11th, 1842. acde ott is 
char oter1 sed as the 1 ader of a " very noisy 
hi letter of ·his is c 1 e n ooli ttc 1 m o". 

( ob ru ry, ' 24) • 

46. o· h is ue..J too any immigr tion order in h s fir t 
three ye r , n d a no. pror· ting by exp ri a • 

47. The n er to ttie pet tion ag int cooli s c e in 1 45. 
I tr nscri be 1 t:-

Do .nin otreet, 
8 h A us, 4843. 

I ha v received your es·· t •h, o. 7, o 
27th re ast, arding petitjon to the Queen, 
1 nad by per n rinc al y o t e or 1

' ng c e 
in ydney, a .int the orta tion of coo ie~ or other 
labourers rro India, into th Colony r e South ales. 
You 1 cqu int t pet ti on rs tpi I h ve '- aid their 
pe 1 tio before Que n, ·l"-o r ,; a ea..ed to receive 
1 t e y r ciou e.nd Her " - j · ... ty' Goverronen h ve 
no ures in l tion for pennit +i1g the migration 
of ~oo ... ie into South lea. 

Stanl y. 

T Gipp : 

It ·oul erh not be unfit~l g to add -
God ave ·the QU en. 

48. See Commission on ! L .:r and S rv9.n t~ Act, 845 . . 

49. Even al thou,i.h tr n-portat·_.on cea d in 1·8401 the Govern . t 
s 1 ned rv · nt lasted until 1845 or 18 ~. 

50. "Guardian" ne p per. 

51. Prob bly, ho ever, Sutaerland ex the figur • 

52. Atla • 

55. do y 6th, 18_4 • 

54. See ebb: "History of Tr de Oni on! m": unde "Duncombe". 

55./ 

and 

t 
rife 
. en 
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55. The ott f the "Citizenn. 

56. he Spect tor, J nuary 5t, 1846. 

57. H ds or the Peop a, y 1st, 847. 

58. Not bly Camden. The .A.A.- Coy. began to sel. • Its 
monopoly ha been estroye or ~o e r 1er. 
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