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PROFESSOR ALEXANDER MACKIE,
Principal, Sydney Teachers' College,1906-1940, and
Professor of Education, Sydney University,IS9IO-IS40.
From portrait by Judith Fletcheri I926,
3

Mackie Fami Papers.
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The year 190C was a memorable one in the history of
edncatien in ilew Uouth “ules« In that year a pericd of
expresged dissatisfaction with established educational
practices and particularly with the method thcn in vozue for
the preparation of teacherslcame to an end with the smppoint-
ment of a young lcot, ,ilexander lackie, as Principal of the
Teachérs"Traihing Unllege ét vydneys. It was expeeted
l‘ackie would brin;; a fresh vision to all educators in the
State, $0 Inspire both students in trailnins and practising
teachers with a desire to lecarn of tic best in the world of
education, to "pin thc Lepartment irrevocably down to reform
in educotion and eee conﬁince forliuncnt and publie that
educuatlon, w@eth&r-considered morally or economically, is
worthwnile."z |

7o lead s reform movement in education would be no
eusy tasile lfackie wag to dilscover there were still many

conservatives in llew louth ‘mles. Farthermore, the years

i ¢he prevuiling practice wus knovn as the *pupil-teacher”

.. Bystems Children Crom fourteen years of age became
“apprentices" to practising teachers. Following four yeuars
of guch "training" a selected few entered Training College
but the great majority were drafted immediately into the
scioold. This system 1s contrasted with the "previous
training" systenm later In this chapter. FPrevious training
inplics e college ecourse belore clasaroom teaching.

2 urp, Tackie and iiis Tork." Leading article in "The

fustralian Journal of Education,“ Vol. 1V, 0,5, i.ovember
15th, 1900, ’
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5,
Westorn Austrelie (3Ist July, 1900) remltied in sn over-
whelming majoerity for joining the Federatiom. On the ITth
September, I300, Cueen Vioteria issued m proolsmation

setting up a Comonweslth of Australis. This Commonwealth,
enbracing s1l six States, came into being on the first of
Jeouery, 1901, * | | |

It was not merely a matter of a graduel development
of = Australisn national feeling that led to the establish~
ment of the Commormweslth, The financial orises of the early
1590's end the industrial disturbences comsequent upon
them farced men 1o reconsidar the ¥ery foundstions upon
which the natimal 1ife end the economy were developing.
L.F, Pitsharding wrote:
*A new set of values emergod, mnd Australia
gained a new conscicumness of herself as a nation
and & new philosophy which was the cherscteristic
sxpression of «s.her nationhood. This proocess...
found expression in politics in the formation and
rise of the lebour Party, end in the formation of
the six States into & aingle Comanwealth, speaking
with ome voloe on matters of national conoern,
vhile leaving the sathority of the s;atea undiminished
in & wide renge of local effairs.,”
The "matters of nstional concern” emd the sctusl {
"range of loosl affeirs " hed to be defined hy the Constitutia.
# R,A, Gollm, mstralia, & Soolsl and Polltlcal Watory
Ge Gtemoo&('if.) :mz ingas obexteon, s
Pp.ISI—IQ}. Also P,L,7,Wo0d A Concise Him of
mstrelia; Sydney: Dymocke, 1953, pe.65e
S+L.P.Fitzharding, "The Commomweslth,I90I-I9%) iustrslis,
C.Hertley Gratten (ed.); California: University o
Gwm‘. 1947, POSSO
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The most outelanding immediate results of Federation = {rom
o nutional viewpoint « were the end of intercolonial trade
rivalrice ond o stronger influence on interaational policy,
especially in the Uouthi~test Daocific. - As well as control
over the fiscal policy und the policy for eiternal affairs,
the new Federal Tarliament was to provide for the defence of
- the Comronwealthy to control immigration, to deteraine snd
eontral currency, post, telegraph and telephone services and
to asgume othep reSponsibiiities of u national nature,
Included among the "wide range of loczl affalrs"” to be
controlled by the Lﬁuﬁeé were the provislon and supzrvision
of rallways, land transport, palice,wcertain soclal services,
irrization and water conservation and education.6

It would seam,’from‘tlis inclusion of education ag
one o the Gtate's prerogutives, thud wille great decislons
of nationnl stnnding wefa being nade with respect o matters
of trade, defence, und exterasl alfairs, the position of
education would remsin Jjuot és 1¢ was before l'cderation.
Indeed, in opening the ourth nuual Conference of theo lew
Couth Uales Public Cchnol Yeachers! éssociuﬁicm, the
Licutenent«Governor, Oir Erederick Darley, commented:

"'e have ceaseld since your last conference, to be
colonies, and we are now Gtates in the Commonweslth
of ~sustralims. DBut slthough we belong to that great
Commonwaalth the staotesren have alloved usc to retain
our owvn system of eduecation, and oo far as this 1s

concerned educational matters remain in exsctly the
gome positlion before "7

© W.L.7. Vood,. 0De€its,pe2els

7 "The Sydney dorning Herald," June 26th, 1901. Keport of
"Public techool Yeachers' /cdsociation. Fourth Annusl
Conference."
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v such o eonclusion milght hove gz2ozed reasoncble
wnder tho civaumz"W; es, but theoro wero those preccat at
this Fourth Coutfercncce who must have dctornined ollenily
tind eduentional mottoro vould not lon: reomzin Yexaclly in
{ho vare nosition as beoforos” orees both inodde and outoide

-

the Dopartrent of Mblie Tnstruetlon wore zircady dn

oparatieon and thoge Loprces were Lo lead to tho objlocetlve

exoninntion of thoe oyoten of cducatlca in licw Jouth Talco
and t2 e maiking of swesning ehvnses vhich would Lave
sonmenvnnd ourprioccd [ido Dzealloncy, Cir Lredericlh Darley.
Foremoot amony tho foreces leadin: to educutional
chunged was thut caue awvalkenins of naticnal eosuselonsnecss

o

viadeh had 1cd teo Jederaticne reople wvers in tho mocd feor

.+ s )

any reforng 10 sueh refoens wero eonsiderasd necessary In

tho notionul dntercots A0 o result of thic awakenod

nationul coaceioneness thore was o concora Lop suctralin’s
positicn in tiw commerciol world. Ouccenclful competifion in
the vorld of commerce 1lupliced technicenl proficliongy and this
in turn was dependent wpon effiedont wnd thorougsh education

off the youth of the now nation. Pven Darley, in thoe con

of his cpening sooech, ackaswlodoed the notlconal importance
cf soond cduecational praciice nd evon ougoested cone

reforoo micht be neecocary o casure ¢goxnerelal compotonce,
ipeaking Muith great Aiffldence® about cdusaticonal affairs,
Parioy declt with cueh mnttera os truaney and dicelnline and

thca e turnsd to ke Cecpor guestion o natlonal elfiicienc



throus cound cdueation:

o mast ales pranple,” tapley sald, “with the question
oi technieal edacution in Pablie {choolos. In these
doys ol great ecommoreial rivalry vwe know o that those
nations best ecoulpped in teehniecl linovrlodze ond in
the longuape ol othor noitlons wvere thoese thot capme to
thie Lrent in conmmercinl mutlore ..e If jyou dechate
thicsoe subjeects I huve no doubd, 18 1t recuires the
interierence of the leglalature to assict you to carpy
out any improvenents dn these matters, that the |
legiclature will see that thoy ars carricd outes™v

¥

vhiat o deliphtfully open iavitation! iut what wao
thore to debuate? iiad not the rank and £ilo of thoe teachers
keen told that the oyotenm of cducation dn licw vouth “ales
vas the Linest in tho world¥? (nly thoe day previous to the
Foueth ConYorenee a leading: article in tho "Sydacy Uosraing

e -~

‘fhe dow Touth Ualeo systen is ons of

[}

rierald” had declorsd,

the DLoot in the world; for all we Inovw €0 theo contrary it ic
8] .
the bLestl”

Yhere 10 good evidence that tho teachers nttendin: thoe

1901 Conferaonce did not believe the staterento seciaining the

4.

suncploprlity of the Low South "wlen uryotens olloving the
cddresg of the nenly-clected Trecidenit, [Pe Ped. Lellinon,
another gpealor roug to Yen enthusizgtic rcceoplions” This

Gpealior wao none othor thon the Attormmoy-loncral, .2, Vioc,

Helay wimne onendng rerapris wad glpniricunt: V"I4 do

S Thids. -

ﬁ 1Y S P o T Ty g P e 41 g mm et 8 L - -~ S

J Moke Updooy Uorndng dersdd g dune 25th, 1501, It must be
foirly sald of this article, hovever, thut it too susgestcod
pone fwrther doveloprent of conual and techaleal cducnsion
nisht be an Amprovenont on even thic "Cinest® cyoton.
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consention that the sdzinictration ol the nimcawas connostd of
bureaucratic villoing viho had no tnousiht ror the mclfafc
of' teachers opr Yoy the imnpovoncnt of the gyoten. Fortunately
for thls Utate the evidence, in roneral, 1o o the contrary.
The address of $ho now Precident, .4, Lelllpon, &6 the
Fourth Confoeence, cives punilte definite gupnort to the
argurent abeolvins the adninistration of the erime of
“alosing 1ts c¢yes In o delicioun doydream.’” Helligon mude a
ronorl o the Confersunce in which e stated:
e resolutions of the loet ceonlercnce had been presented
to the dnicter end the prineloal ofl'icers of the
Leportment, ond were received mont courleoucly; ees Lho

deputation in chepge of the rguoluticnu‘waitéd upon tho
lg,uﬁr (1'ra @. COTRY Y, andg UPe Je0. U

Tayaard, Undore
crebuly ese U'ihe 1"u31utiang affcctin: the ptuviura
ana e:u:*““t‘on o’ cchinoly woere uubmittcu o e e
Bridiges, tho Chiel Inspectory who in a mout liveral
senner consldered the varlous matters placed belore
hime"12
Gellicon, In his repori, thus made relerence to LePpy,
the Hadstery Jayanrd, the Under-itcceretary; and Iridses, tho
noneetor and he used the terus "moot courtesusly™ and
0ot liberal munner” when snealkldnn of the recention granted
by these gsentlencn fo the teachors' deputatlon. Theilr
resolutions, Lellisan assured then would “ne fur as proaclicable,
bo carrizd inteo eifects” “huo the thres zoen who acld the most
regsoonsible and nmout powertal pocitleons in fhe State's
cGucaiion cycten shoved that they vere nreparcd to listen to

cugseotions nade by tholr subordinutes. Yhe foet ol the matter

hid none vyducy Corning Uepalde”  June 26thy 1201, opl.cit,
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is this; no suzgentions were thus far forthcoming, from the
teachers' conferances, Tor any swecping chunges or reforme in
the cystem. It would secm approprilate, then, to ask if fear
off disnmissal by an unsympathetice adninistration was really no
great deterrent, why was it no attempts had been madé to ghow
now hilsrious were the elaims of "world-supremacy” for the New
South vales system of eduecciion, and in whet particulars was
the statezent made by ise such.a joke®

'hen one congilders the tremendously important events
of %he yéars,immeaiately procedizﬁ'the 1501 Conf'erence it
scens reasonable to subnit that nothing was done to make any
sweeping changes in education before 1901 sdimoly boeeauce the
.timc was not ripe until thens. UYhere arc several rcasons which
support this contentions Following »arkes® Zducastion Aet of
13080 teachers werc completely occupied in trylng to put its
provisions into practice; tpe econonic difficultles of the
early ninstics and the later vre-~occupation of the nation with
movenent tovards federation wvould have made &irflcult any
nrojecied changes by would-be rceformerc, in the systenm of
education; more important matters were occupying the uinls
of mecne Onee lederation wos assured, however, the situation
vas cntirely different. Consclous of their mexbership in a
newly-forming nation and anxious to see th:ir own State keeping
puace with otnor member States in those matiers constituting

state responsibilitics, the pcople of Kew South Yales soon
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Ferpy ad already given ag anceg of polery increusco
but Vice eounsoelled tne tcuchicrs to continue to Yagitate Tor
o livius wase, anl not $o stop until they hod raiccd thomoelves,
in point of coalary ui lo t, to the lcvel of the amploy?a.” -
o ramark whleh vas grected with "cheers and laushice.” N
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vag to dvawr its Lonchero fron 1ts cehiolada, un& to
e tue nirhest annoiantzoats dn the cervice [rom amzng
the tenchers. I this proeilee were cﬁmtﬁnu\J for n
Lo years rore evary one In the depavtront would have
nUG b03 throusnin the suxe routine, and bocon tauwcht unon
tue same oyulone Yhoy should {(hen hove & svatem‘of
educatlon carefully de:lt oul undep deparinental
repulations, wotehod ot evepy turn by depaebroninl
&&vaﬁtaﬁb, and sdoinistered by departieniul teoachors
wiag hud beon dprilled in one proove until thoy hed
neither enaterprise, inagination, nor Qvﬁgﬂpalitg.
eve -0 boyo cnd Glrlo o ciztoeca who boeame punil
toackeprs ot boo (ulckly drilled dnto the groove of
effiginl routino, cud vere comnelled to L£lx their
minlu, at oo ase walceh was enineatly suscopllble to
atirulaving Infliacuce of Cliﬁj“u,'u“)n the sopdid
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tho Conteronge Ulr Jurco Grahoes cunrorted Tice, decloring it

kY

1} Ol e I S £ 14 »F - o 5 L . o LY * it e ‘ 1
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_THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD,

PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHERS'
ABSOCIATION,

FOQURTH ANNUAL CONFERENOCE.
SECOND DAY. ‘

. tho President moved a vole of thanks to the
i Muyor —firat for his kivdoess in fresly and aspen-
taneously grauting them the usa of the vestibule for
the confrreuce, and, secondly, for at once 2onsenting
to open the prossadiugs on the sscund day.-

Mr. 3. Bent, ex-presideat, ssconded the motion,
which waus crrrisd by acclamutioa,

The Presid invited Prot
address the onfersuce,

ADDRESS BY PROFESSOR ANDERSON.

Mr. F. Andottcqa - M.A., professor of logic avd
metul philosophy at ;he Sydaey University, was
loudly chiesred 6e. .  42. In the onucse of bis nddress
he suid that psrt of his work was to touch "upou
something reluting to the logical snd psychologiosl
£ of educati u ! to & vamark
by the Mayor, he ssid bhe looked for 'the time
when teachers should be sent up to ths University to
partsko of its ndvanteges, (Aupplavse.) At present
he belived thuy ouly sent three up anuuaily to bs
srained . the work of their profeseion. Tho fact of
thein ing in b Cy Witd WB ission that
they hud sowething to lentn us well as to teach,
(Hear, hesr.y The confyruuce dill oot moet as o
trades union for the disoyssion of mattera aflocting
ite mombars, but to discuss ideas and 1deals. (Ap-
plause,} Tlo edd thnt the educationnl system of this
Stats was on ity dofonce. DBut befors dealisg with
what appeared to him to be special or pgeneral
defects, hea wounld refer to ome or two thinps;
-|'Fo start with, i thought they hud made s serious
mistaks in regand t1 the qunstion of separarinn,
Whotaver sdvastages wight bs gained Ly the]
sspasation of the Boys and girls. ssemed to bitn to be lf:
counterbtanced by tue disadvautages of separation. !
Beturs leaving for Australin he wus made to under. !
'staad thit edtcstlon bere wws fise and compulsory,!
Sut it wae no such thing., (Applause.) It was not
compulsory, because the childien were not regular ia |
wtbondanes, ‘That was not their fault, but the fault!
of the fiucation Act. The compulsory ‘cluuses wers|
wot strictly put m force—(hear, heur) —and in Vie.
torin thoy ' .4 six prosecutions under those elauses
for ons i~ New Ssuth Wales. With cegard to fres
sducatior, It was not fres, For his part be could not{
aeo uny po#d reason for retainiog the fee of
3d per ehild ek, excopt the financinl reason.:
But that was Aot their business excoptus citizensund;
olsotors, ‘The pther arguments in favour of the 3i
teo did not sectn  worth nuvthiug, [Applause.) o
was told by polisicinns thatthe revenus was incressiug |
sud that they might expect & largs gum of monny
cuniug back to the State from the Qommonwealth.
1t seamedt to hiw that when they hiad & department
requiring & permsnent aud evar-growing oxpenditare
1t woubi be wi-- to  siloeata & purt of that lacgely.
inereasing roveous fowgrds its support. (Appladse.)
fa did ot understand what wae the egzet relation.
aliin between the Supsrior Public schools uud the
b -gchools ¢+ He foaud that the child ur the
Suyes ue Public School got his education for 3d per
week, But f he Weost inly the Higher schouls he
“would hgve to £8 3+ per quartsr.  He could not
‘uaderspnd i Cheers.) Surcly it was not meant
Tto make 1t distinction betwesn these clavsvs. He
- felt eomticinoes it it was not so, so far as the Xduacae
"tiun. Depairtont was  coucerned. (Applauen.)
Coming to the dofects of the sducational system, the'
sccusniions brought ugsinst it were muiuly in refor-
ence to the nuwbors of the subjeots’ tsught, There
werrs 10 few: r than 18 aubjoects, aud if tuught ws 18
separale  suiwts  the public would have u

3,

A
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stiovan -~ pAd  ths  teaxchers  also. {Ap-
iplause}  He thought the pudblic wxs under
» misapprohension with regurd to thece I8 subjocts.
Thev were +ot all strictly sopurate sabjects, 'He
thought thut the department was on right fives iu
insisting upon Lhe ituportance of object lesscns in the
tower schiools, amd leaviag sutne of the mors import.
ant subjeots till Iater on 1 the school-hife, (Ilewr,
hour.) DBut the teschor was the victim of the exam-
inwti>n syetem. (Cheors.) With the existing large
schuols wud understaed achools it was impussible
l!or xay teucher to bringz out the beat principle of
teachisg and to show the good thut was init. (Ap-
plause.) e did 1ot discount sxaminatinns, but ths
system of one lurge annmal examiustion loft the
vilue of the result opsn to question, The examinu-
tion was ju? -od by the results, and the systam often
compeliad fegehors to adopt wsthods to pget results,
All this wa< without any veflection upon the resnits
obtaived, which were very good, Ho wsked : Did
the mactay » wurk well - According to the {napec.)
tors’ reporta the wuchine worked well. But what,
way wantcd' for the body tvas not mers drill or!
mechsninn, but fire, lite, inspiratiou.

They might ask him what remedy
propose. 'Ihe fit remedy - he would propuse:
was mot fo add subject to subject, but,
to  simplify the exwsting ourrioulum, (Cheers.):
Secoudly to increnso the objuct lossons, It wus in-:
spiriunz to the teacher, and 1te_offect showed itsulf!
the whole dav on the schoof. The second remedy ho

he would;

proposed s abolishing the largs existing scheols.
(Chesrs.) Tha lerge schools could not bring out of
the pupild what was supposed to be lying dormant

in ties opivit and intelhgence. (Appluuse.) o
thourht it u disgraceful thiag that pupil teachers
should inve the tesching of 60 or 8 cbildren in any
subject whataver. (Hear, bear, and i

{Applause.y! .

"np to tho lovel of Fort-strest, (l;rolongod cheers.)
Another thiog he wished to proposs was the altsration
-of their examination aystom. In ¥ingland the system
-of Jarge examivations had been tried snd found
i wantiog, ‘ Surpriso visits  were not examinstions,
|but they had to chooss somethiug betwesn ths io-
" adequats ¢ surprise visit ** and the ponderous annual
rezawination, He asksd thom to examine and find
out what wxs dons in other countries, and fa thia
connaction he suggested that the proposad library
spoken of 1n the president’s address should be pro-
_vided with the reports of school inspectora trom othetr
States and ios, a0 thut teachers could pare
tha regulations and methods. (Applauss,) By edu-
cation he undorstood the training of the powers
of the body as well as the mind to make s goot man
and a good citizen. They had m0 manual sducation
m this country an lio understood it. In Germany the
trades weors taught in ths supplemientary trads
schools. They must sut out mavuai trade 'education
in tho primary sciucols. Educationsi manusl traine
ing hn§ been introduced 1ight thruugh their schools.
It tvas vot the kivdergarten traming. In educatious!
manual training the powers which wers drawn out
wero the active and 1eproductivs ; and it oalied into
oxistencs the desira to do lomsthmf, snd formed tho
beat corroctive of the defects of the large clasa aystem._|
With regard to the traiving of teachors, there was
litile or no systematio training of them in New South
Wales. ‘1heir pupil teschers wore not trained ; the
traiving collage zn quits inefiective, but that was
nnt the fault of tho teachors, Pupil teachers com«
menced duty where they were about 14 years old.
It tneir parents ovuld have affortiod 1t presumsbly
they would not have ailowed their educaizon to stop| -
at tuat early wge. The pupil tenoher, tue'olore, was

Lhers was poruaps one subject that could bs taught
well in large clussos, but ho only knew of one, end
that was arill, ~Kach did what his hb dd.

takeu on whea porflv oducatod. . What was the

tion ho ived during the next four years—a
minimum ol ous hour per dav, and thsy might be
surs  that the winimum waan tbe mazimum.

\Wes not tnuch of the system of ednoation really
dnlt ¥ could got & good deal out of & wan by
means of dnll ; thiey could gat thelife out of hiwm,
ane they could tuke ths lite ous of thesr educational
systom by ineans of drifl.  (Chesrs.) The wbolition
of Ivrge cluvses oreant more eachers, and expsnditure
of miore money, of course, but that wes not bis busi-
noss.  (Laughter.) There was ons very different
result of the aystem. . Their headmastor was mno
heagmanter s he ki not the control that the head
ought to huve. 1o the same way there were heud
teachor iu tho schools who were not head teachers.
He only know one school that was sofii.
clently ~ sorved—the excellent Fortestroet school,
It that school wae sufliciently  served
overy other schou! wus not vorved. (Cheota.) If the
others wers sufficiently ssrved thon the Fort-strest
school wus over-served, He did not wish to ses Fort-|
stroet achool brought dowu to the level of the other

TIFURSDAY.
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{aiven educational work to do for which they were

scbonls, but he wished to ses the other schools broughtl‘

(Laughter,) But was the tescher likely to be
in tho position bodily or intellectuslly to
prive such  inatruction, or the pupil teacher to
recsive it (Appisuss,) They halhad asystem by
winch pupil teachers conld be taught in the schools,
.and in pood schools thay would jearn s great deal.
Lot them suppose thats pupil teacher had passed
throuzis his four voars' course and psssed his exami=
nation for admrssion to the training collegs ; he would
lenow that the chancoes were he would not be admitted.
{Hear, hexr,) They wore not turned out, bat were-

not fitted. Yot in the course of a faw years ho might
weeoine & high-class teacher, Fducatinnal reforin
niust bugin at the top, and tha firat step wae to plaow
tha truining collego on the sawms grounds as the Unis
voratv. (Applause.) They spoke of competition
t..ut oxisted betwesn untions ; but what England hed
to fear and to fight against waa the intollicent
1ub -urer of America snd the esientific artisan of Gor-
many. {Ileur, henr.) The ficst reform was to make
tho traimek of teach i and d
system, autt to do that thay must have Usiveraity
taaching, (Cheers,) I'hen thay must have schools
1 for pupil tosolers, or soms systera by which they got
‘frce from their presspt overwork, and wers sllowed
time foe propor atady. (Applauss.) As for the juen-
tion of roproductive éxpendituro whut money could be
hotior spent than tha which produced future elicient
oducation P He could not eay what porceutage the
mouey now bumg spent produced. He would prefer
to deaw & simils . from that Book which so many
peopls quoted from and so fow raad :—** A sower
wont forth to sow: and when he sowed soms
rueda . fell into good zround. aud brought
forth fruit, Awue sn hundredfold, svmo siztyfold, and
goown fortyfold.”  (Prolonzediapplause aud cheers.)
{in tha proposition of Mr. Caliaghan, secondsd by
Mus Goldiag, & vots of thanks to Professor Anderson |
1was carried by acclamation.

Andersong
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more than the outstanding few « or lucky few,

A new public interest in the matter became obvious
immediately and articles bogen to appear Lreguently in the
dally paperse. /s early as July 5th, 1901, a leading article
in the "llerald" made a reference to the Fourth Annual
Conf{erence and then declared that "the authorities should
encourage as far as possible the careful and systematlc
training of canlidates for admicsion into i1ts (the teaching)
ranka."zo

Others precssed for better training of teachers in
speeialiced ficida, An example of this was a lengthy article
entitled, “Uhat Is Sloyd?" written by "Lois" on the 7th
veptember. '"Lois'" emphusised the importance of teacher
preparation with the statement:

"The £itting of a room is an easy task compared with
the difficulty of obtaining suitable teachers. Defore
we ocan toke one step on the path which leads to an
ideal system of scientific educational manual training
we must have teachers, and to begin without them is
not only useless, but is an utterly mistaken policy."21
The feclings expressed in these and other erticles on

educution generally and teacher-training specifically,
provided the leader of the Opposition, John Carruthers, and
hie supporters, with the ammunition they needed for a

broadside againet the Government when the Legislative

20 "phe Sydney Morning Herpld", July 5th, 1901.
21 »The Sydney liorning llersld”, September 7th, 1901,

t("Lois" was Maybanke Anderson.)

| SRR



17

Assenbly next met. It should be stated, howaver, that the
flinister, Perry, had carefully "done his homework" snd that
he casme out rather well in the debate.

(n the. 30th dctober, 1901, the Asserbly discussion on
the proposed vote of £793,502 for education commenceds Hre
Haynes (ellington) opened the debate and expressed tho hope
that, "what would be said would have the effect of bringing
about urgent and pressing reforms in this mzlepax'tzm:m"t:«.":2“2
Considersble discussion then centred around such “pressing”
matiers as the "abominable 1ron tunks from which children in
couniry districts had to get thelr water', the poor salsries
of teachers and the alleged discourasgement of eriticisn of
the system by teachers. OSuch perennisls as truancy probleams
and elfficiency etandaprds were carefully tended and pruned
and so the debate continued right through the night and well
into the following morninys Finally .uinn, the nember for
Sydney-iligh, made the challenge to Perry which must have
been expected, following the many newspaper articles
eriticising the prevailing syatem. It 18 to Perry's great
credlit that he was ready to meet the challenge and had &
definite campaign of his ovn ready to submit to the iouse,
<ulnn made the'poinx that, "teaching was & progressive science"

and then went on to maintaing

22 rarliaﬁentury'nebate Aecords of the Legislative
Assenbly, 1901 (uecong ..iex’igg) Pp.gggg.zgoo.
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"Peachers should have an officisl 'Teschers'

- Association'?d so that they should interchance ideas
sse have discussionc as to the best methods of
teaching, and should analyse the results of the
aeducational systems elsewhere, and pick out the best
and apply 1t to our ovn system = gnd that they should
be leotured to in the art of teaching. He venturcd to
8ay that none of the chiefs of our educationul
department hoed boen sent abroad to ascertzin what was
being done in Amerdica and Znglande "hy should not egome
progressive young inspcotor or heade-master = for
instance, a man ol the cupacity Cor learning such as
the [lead ‘aster of rFort Street School -~ be sent abroad
for that purposeY If such men as these were sent they
would go &b commissioners of education to ngland, the
Continent of uurope, and imericua, and should lesrn
there whut those great communities were doing in the

- aducation of elhiildren, and then come hack and impart
the frults of thelr observation to the teachers in
congress asseabled nere."2l

One can imagine that this specch might have annoyed
Perry more than & little. iiis exaspiration is svident in
his reply which was very short and to the point. Le
excluimed that he “iIntended to send somel” « and there is &
diotinet fecling as one readsaﬁthese debates that Juinn was
quite awarc of lerry's intention and was trying to nmke
political capitasl out of suzgesting an anticipated
recomnendation he knew vory well Ferry was about to make,
Although Perry does not actually sccuse uinn of thia it is
obvious {rom what Perry has to ssy later in the debate that
it was his Intention to send observers ovorseas and also that

he hud given the whole matter of cducational standards end of

§3kan1nn apparently hud in mind something more academically
based than the Hew Couth Tales Teachers' Association which
elready existed.

24 ibide;, pe2907.

25 Ibid., P.2907.
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rocslble reforms & good deal of objecective thought - more so
thun any other member, including cuinn.
There is no ergument that Perry, ac !iinister, would hove
preferred to listen to praice pather than to eriticism, but
it must be said in his defence that nothing he doecs st this
eritical period impresscs as the anctions of & complacent,
buresucratic member of the adminictration. If, as (ulnn stated,
sJew Douth Vales was “"strungely lacking behind the educational
: P4
systens of the other branches of the English speaking race®,
then Ferry, for ono, wanted to £ind out 4n what particulars
we were lackinges Tn order to sccomplish this lerry declured
his inteantion of carrying out a two-pronged investization -
the anpointment in lew Couth "ales of an educution conference
and the uappointrent of travelling commisgionere. The report
of the Minister's final speech in the debates of 1901, reads:
"lp. Perry ssid that he was going to appoint s conference
of inspectors and others to desl with the whole
education question +s+e« i@ proposed, with the concurrence
of the Housde, ..o t0 2¢nd not one but two trusted
officers to study the best points in other states -
Amerden, Germany, rngland and other countries. e
wanted brosd-ninded men who were not so wrapped up in
their own system es to belleve it to be perfect."27
That Perry would wich to defend the system in the face
of eriticlcsnm, was surely understandable but he showed he was

willing to go to all lengths to determine whether or not such
criticism was Justified. For his double-sided investigation

<6 Ibide, p.2908,
27 Ibid., P+2930.
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end for his determination to select ”brbad-minﬂed“ nen ag
commlssiuhers verry degerves the warsnest praise. There were
8till many who would continue to echo tho old superlatives
about the sew South “ales systenm of education. Iven in the
gourse of the debate lieGowan (3Zediern} had claimed tuat the
systen was one of which “"we were justlyproud",zawhile
Storey (Randwlek) claimed that, "The ordinury curriculum of
our public sciicol system was, perhapt = tg,use a faniliar
expression -~ the finest in the universeo“‘g but Perry gave
notice that he was determined to discover whether such
re=aggurances were warranied; and en interested public and
determined Opposition bravided pressures whieh helped to keep
him up ¢o his intentionc.

lurdly had the purliamentary debate drawn to & close
than Jotn Carruihers, ieader of the Opposition, advertised the
holding of & public meeting 4n the CUydney Town ialle An
article advertising tbe meeting appeared in "The Sydney
forning ﬁerald“ on the 5th November, 1901 and the meeting was
planned for the 13th liovember. Two of the speakers who ad
appeared at the Yourth Annual Conferenco were ageln to be
present . Tney‘were the Lord layor of Sydney, Lir James Grahame,
end Professor Anderssn.sc .

7nc advertised moetdm:, and another on the 29th

sovenver, were well attended and a deputation from ihese

28 1p1d., pe290Ls
29 Ibiﬁcy p;2913.
30 *The Sydney Morgigg,ﬁerald,“ November 5th; 1901,
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has succeeded in producing many adnirable teachers
rvhooe work to-doy ic recognised from one end of the
country to the other. You can only Jjudge a system by
the resulls 14 produces, and 44 1s not for me to say
whether better results could have been obtained under
different conditions. 7T am keenly alive to the
necessity of seizing every opportunity for improving
thingse. To Le content wilth anything that we do 1s
but the prelude to stagnation, but I koow full well
that the leading spirits ol the Department arc nolb
content, and are a8 eager as anyonc %o secure the
beat results, T an anxlous to extend and improve, as
fur as possibley the conditions of our training
colleges, and py intentlons have boen streugthened
conpiderably by the knowledge that I am supported by
tae sympathy of all grades in our service today. 1
do not claim to have fully analysed the methods con-
cnected with our training €0llegts eeee D OUr
present methods succeed in not only imparting knowledge
of tho technizue of tho tesching profession, but alno
inspiring our teachers wilth high aims and a
eonaclousness of the need of something better than we
have so far sttaincd, anl a determination to take a
share In the attalnment of 449732

Terry thus invited those pregent ¢o examine the pupils
teachar systen « openly and objeetlively. !He stated that he
was “prepared to beo ree-nssgured” but he wus else prepared to
conslder objective, constraetive criticisn, ITow 1% is
impartant to observe that the inspcctors and others nresent -
d1d not sttenpt to sdvance sny e¢riticliem. They EXQressed'
sverghelning sunport for the pupil-teacher systom,

're Ye Dridges, Acting UndereUecretary and the Chief
Inspector, stated:
Y would 1like to sllude to & statencnt made by !'re

Vilkins to the 0ld istional Soard. IIrs “:ilkins' nane

is one alwayn to be held in reverence in cenneetion
with educutional matters in this State. He said, that

32 Departzent of Public Instruction, Jew South Tales;
“Conf'erence of Inspectors and Departmental Officers,"
Tuesday, 218t January, 1902. Govts Printer, Sydney,
1902, Dellie
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the youns people, veing boye ond girls, really were
nora dn touch with the children taurht, becauge
they understood thc children's natures betier. Ny
experienco has shiorn thet hie words are truCesss”
' 33
Gthers present gudckly supported Iipldges, one
clsioing, I do not knov of enytiins in conncetion with it
that 4g better for the udvancerent of primapy cducatlon in
thds Stote thon & good treining of the pupll-teaciiors seey”
end enother, holding bhard to treadition, argucd, "Tic @method
of training teachera by the pupil-iteachors' sycten .6 28
been in existonee ever oince our Depuriment has bLesn In
CRIGLONEE wee I will move that we condinue the pupll-feacher
pyeten with nodificationse «os It behoves usy eee to
express <o that ve are in Lavour of the rotention ol this
35
cyoten in leor South U2lch eee”
Yro Turnar, sson Lo accompany rnlbbs overssas, stated
i1is vonition in these fermas
"Ceveral local gentlermzn, writing and-sDeaking recently
on educational matters, condemrn our aystem of pupile
teachers, and quote eninent [lome authoriiics againsit
their employment 4n ‘nrland, These elucationalilsts in
Jngcland never had aay practical knowledge of pupile
teachers' work out here ess Iy own opinion is thut
our system of pupll-%teacicrs 4s ong ol the greatest
factors for good in our educational work, and its
success is a perpetunl tribute to the names of Ullllam
“4lkins and Zdwin Johuson."36
”hia statezent by durner ic important ss there was to

be guite o remarkable cnanf o in hio {dees ug a result c@ his

33 Ibid., tpe2l=22. bridges attitude i Lurther understandable

when 1t 1s remesbered he was personally 1nvolvcd, being the
first puplleteacher,

34 Tp1de, 1623,
33 Tbidey 1423
36 1bids s P23,
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investigations overscan. At ths tim@ of the 1992 Conf{erence,
hovever, JTanor wao guiie odanant that be wished $o poialn
the pupil»tcachér oyostens Uc did susgect cuch improvoments
as the raigsing of tho age, entrance stanlards and salavies

of punil-teachers, znd meking university trainin- more easily
availuble for the most descrving but he loft as doubt; by

the reoarks he mde at thic 1902 Conferenco, shet he was st111

-y

wedded to thoe prevalling syctoise

Feter Doand, wie wac later to becope il Director of
Sducation, sugzested @ plan by which pupil-teschers vould be
bettlcer trained profesclonally, tut there voes no suocestion on

hig pert that the Utate ehould cbonden the oystenes!

Helther the Conference held i the 21wy danuary, 1902, nor

& subwecormities on tezcher itrainins copoinied from the
Conference, resulicd in any inclinaiion on %he part of the
participanta to depurt from the syotonm with whilelr they were
50 fomllders Later 4n the nibboeterncy Leport, Iniblec was
to uttael the decisions of the Confercnee in a pest out-
‘BROKSN WaY e |

"eas Hemzric pode ot the Departmconial Conlerence,®
Knibbs wrote, "afford a surficient indication of the
tenaclty with which tho pupiletcacher cyotes was
espouced by the highest depurtmentsl officers, and it
shonld be noted that theoo defences of the systen were
nade al'ter a long ceriocs of atfacks upon 1t, pointing
out 1tz dnherent weakneos2beeess

"The fallure on the part of the hichest of'ficers in
the Tepaprtoont to recopnice the obvions inefllcicncy
ol the pupllwiteacher sycten in compurison with that of
previous tralning, eee the ablivion to the faet that

!

L ¥

T Ibide, Palise



i - - P ST SRUK I N Lt TR sy e &
k,l,.:.“ ol oo Ao fho Ualicd sdugdon conlanncd 1%,
,.1,.\7., T gy &

PR POR RES RS

rmam B ey arnrony
araabd W o L%' H PP

g e

~oad o e : S TURIAYTY

SRS

PRYTORY ,-,.\1

, Sy
JrAY - SR WA S

et ;....4 New v

L. A
SR R R Py e i
‘1,2.;_...... TJ - e 5 d o B L h s

oonwe may ol munt vndoubiod

- ¢ 5
[vorsgmey ATy ot s Peday o P
- e e - i et gk i b -

BT e

S ITLGTLVS

RS Tty evsy sl

LT . .
4 T AU AN Y mes S
e g N s; R N

Lol s we R

TAcuto

ddLN el e

PRI I T R O e, A PN
o M SRR 0N S AR i8] PIRA S

IR,
t 7

b hwd

1ohden 90y
mi L R ‘Lx.i

gy can et By e e v L e ey

oy (OO I B V5 3 N S PSR S W

1a LSRN IR - ol

R e R NG 1 o IO

[ BRI S S AN o [ XS TSR S0 ul“».*;i”
'T‘-—:aqa"\'{'.LY“’A‘o\'-'!‘ L R S TP war DY oy PR e ey '*47,’«;\,
Ceila Vidhodaliar wiill iy vod Wid eandvni Rl

T o e Y - ~ o 2 e B P e
FEEE T H -~ e e Ty v Y
R N e L e e b e s s

R A T T B

rofa



26,
way intended to limit the enguiries of the Commissloners.
This 19 of consejuence because one small section of the
instructions was loter guoted out of context by “The
Sydney Horning lerald” when reporting upon the findings of
the Commissioners. As the particular article pointed out,
the Conmmissioners were asked to state when "the advantage
in any subject was on the slde of this State," ° There
is surely nothing sinister in thils. The article did not
report, however, that the Commissioners were asked to be
objective and were free to be oritical.

Thet some criticism of the system was a likely outcome
of the enguiries made must have seemed.probable to Ferry
because Knibbs had already shown & willingness to eriticise,
One cannot escape the c¢onclusion that Perry has been too
often haligncd as a determined defender of the preovalling
systen and as one who would not brook any c¢riticism of the
systen, This 1s the imoge obtained from the sort of article
gquoted sbove. The evidence « on both the personal aund the
administrative side - 18 to the contrary. Miss 5lizsbeth
tkillen, who was teaching and lecturing under the erry
administration, rerembers him well and it is her opinion that
 Perry "was a most courteous und considerate man. Uo, too,
was {ir. laynard. !e was considered to be a wonderful

gentleman. lire bridges was alwayo very falr, but was rather

4O wrne syaney rorning iierald,” Tecember 8th, 1903.
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L1
autoeratic."

Hiss Skillen's estimation of FPerry is an individual
one, of course, but it does seexn to be borne out by the
events of the time. (n nmore than one occasion erry showed
himself to be a fair, Braad»minded gdministrator, who “was
not so ﬁrapéed up in his oun syatem as to consider it perfect,!

Knibbs and Turner lef% Sydney on the 12th April, 1902,
»aua returned on the 23rd February, 1903. They travelled
through the United xdingdom, France, Switzerland, Italy,
Gernony, Belgium, ilollsnd, Denmark, ﬁorﬁay, swedeny 'inland,
Russis, Bohemiam, Austrim, Ilungary, tﬁe United Gtates and
Canadsa, "visiting various educationsl institutions and
conferring with distinguished educaeionists."kz

Considering the enormous distances covered by the two
Commicsloners and the relstively short time they were awsy,
one could be forgtvpn for thinking the inguiries of the two
men would have‘been‘rather shallow, However, the most
cursory reading of the various reports of the Commissicnera
would guiekly ecorrect such an erroneous conclusion. The
reports cannot be read without gaining an appreciastion of
the dedication of the two men to their task, of the depth
of thelr study, the extenslveness of their enyuiries and of
the objJectively cnalyticzl approach they brought to their
study of educationsl systens, teaching methods, provision of

41 yice Hlizabeth Skillen, in sn interview granted the writer
. on June 19th, 1966.
b2 o 1. xoivbs. and o J.Y, Tuonens olf"aitﬁyp'g'
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facllities, and, in pariicular, thelr study of teachere
trainine methods, In thisc last matter Xnibbs, especially,
shoved & brilliant apprecistion of the advantazes of &
praéioua training sycsten over a pupileteacher systen,
Turner, although not as brillisntly incisive ss his fellow
Commissioner in his éommente about teacher~training, neverthe-
lecs deserves commendation for his decision to retract his
previous opinlons and come out fully in favour of previous
traininge. <“his decision will receive fuller attention at a
later stages
It should not be assumed that Enibbs and Turner dwelt
solely upon the problems of tescher training, lio particular
in the education systcns exanined escaped their interest
and serutiny. 4t 4s noticeable, however, that the two
Commissioners repeatcdly indicated their opinion that other
weaknesses in the Jew Jouth “ales system were largely
contingent upon the disadvantages of the puplleteacher
system of training. inidbbs, in the chapter on "The System
of “ducation," showed how overwhelmingly important was the
question of teacher yreparation when he wrotes
"Ihe most serious defect in the educational system of
dew South ‘ales is the employment, as teachers, of young
people of inmature education, of imnature phyaical and
moral developmenti, utierly without experience in
teaching, and therelore without professional knowleduze
of 1ts scope and ﬂi&jniﬁ’iﬁﬁlmﬁ.k SESIFBUEB NI ER S GBI DERS
A conception of what 1s involved In education, which
both advocates and defenis, or even which tolorates,

the employment of puch persons as teachers, is in
collision with that of the whole of Zurope and ‘merica.
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tdngdom and America. His conclusion was that "the system
where youths of immature ago, whether pupil-teachers or
monitors, are employed to instruct their fellow puplls, or are
made responsible for the progress of classes, is entirely
wrong. le therefore is opposed to the system of pupil=
teachers." | | |
After discussing what they considered to be the defects
of the HNew bouth Jales punilateacher systen the Commlssioners
concentrate upon particular defects within the Hew South
Vlales Training Colleges. ﬁ summary of these defects claimed:
"Briefly restated, the defects are as followsi-
a) The previous education of the teacher is ine-
sufficient.
The course 1s altogether too short.
It omits subjects of the very highest importance.
It pays insufficient attention to instruction in
sclence, _
Its teaching is not sufficlently specilalised.
Its methodology is empirical, not psychological.
Its practising-schools are imperfectly equipped.

Its teaching in certain subjects is not sufficientl&
in touch with modern development."}8

a0

>0 Mo

Perhaps these defects could have been rectified without
radically changing the whole of the pupil-teacher system. It
might reasonably be asked what defects the two Gcmmissiongra
found in the prevailing system and what'greﬁtvadvantages would
bé gained by radically chenging it to a previous-training

system. Knibbs and Turner give & carefulicontrast of the two

E'— Ibido P¢860
L8 Ibm., Pu369,
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systens in tweniy-six polnis,; = one for esch letter of the
slphabct, and leave thg v#adcr with the 1m§resﬁlon the
asdvantages of préviaugftraiging could hav¢¢aqcommodated a
much longer al@habét¢ A brlefer comparison will sulfice to
support their contentlon that the difference betwsen the
two systems was "radicaml.” Knibbs contrasts the two

systens, siaé4by side; as follows:

"Pupil-teacher -, KBuropean and /meriean Teacher
Receives initially a very | Receives initially & primary
ordiniary primary education. {and secondary educations
Enters on taachiﬁg'wonk { Cannot enter on teaching work
without any specinl juntil he has been specially
education and training. | educated and trained.

Commences teaching at the Pommences teaching at the age
age of 1L or 15. - jof 18 or 13.
Is not prepared by { Is so prepared, and by persons
systematlic study of theory, who are specialists in such
history and psychology of mattors,
education, end educational |
methodologys : .
Is 1mméture physically, Is more mature, having passed
mentally, and morally. 12 eritical age.
The pupil-tescher has not a | <The previously trained teacher
prepared mind, and has no {has, by maturer years, higher
adequate conception of the education, and specisl profes-
nature and responsibility 1s8lonal instruction, a better
of his taska fconception of what he is

| Jundertaking.
Te in general a poor Is in general a good discipline
.diseciplinarian, and has arian, and hos made a systematie

made no systematlc etudy of  |study of the theory of discipline.
the theory of diseipline, .

Cennot appreciate the physical}liss been tauzht how to recognise
payenical, hyglenic, snd othepr|satisfactory physicel, psychical
eonditions of school life and Jand hygienic conditions. .

gschool education. :




I N o ) ~ - R spiring

Is gencrally incapable of Is better capable of insp

1ns§1ring children with higher idealss

hich 1ceala, 3

Starts with the idea that Sturts with tho idea that

tzgghzné is communicating - tecching oims ot Iducation -

information in subjects of that ig, the bullding-up of the

inotructions moral character, and of the mind
and physique of the child."l

I snould be recognised that the two Commissioners were
not Just eritically destructive of things as they stood in
the New_South “ales system of teacher preparation. They were
aleo construativsly suggestlve. dAccording to Rnibba'and
Turner there were three bLrosd steps to be teken 4n bringing
«ew Uoullh Tales to the standard of teacher=prepuration
enjoyed in fmerica end hurope. Yhese were the rejection of
the present pupll=teacher system, the adoption of systemstic
previous training and the sappointment ol teachers' college
principals ol the very highest professional and personal
standing. In expressing this third aimy, the Commissioners
stuted: '

“Much may be done through the personal influence of the
directors of training colleges, for their ability to
inapire with high ideals is among the nost powerful of
the formative iInfluences that affect stunlentwteachers,
Tn this light 1t 16 evident that a director should have
the fullest epportunity of maintaining close touch with
the higher view of cducation, and with its movenment
throughout the world. That he should be iiberally
culiured anl possess savoir falre o ms to help to form
the disposition of the teachers during their prolfessionsl
cducation goes without saying." 50

59 1b3a,, .17,
50 Ibids, Po39e
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that familliarity alone did not lead to reform and it was
to be the proposals of the Commissioners and not those
of Peter Doord which would prevail,

In attempting to lend a reform image to Doard's
report Crane and alker commit & fundamental research error
which, one must hope, 1s accidental. It 15 this:-

In writing about Loerd's observations his biographers
state; |

“Zecause the report was so brief and faced up to the
problens in [ew Couth “ales in such a practical way,
ﬁerny inmedivtely arranbed for it to be printed. The

'Report on Primasry FEducation' brought the ideas of
reter Loard bvefore the publlc eye for the Lirat tims,

The influentiacl "Hersld"” welcomed 1%s'sweeping

condemnnation of our education system, coupled with s

series of definite and constructive sugpestions

for reform 55

The ebove statement 431, as Crane and Valker state,
appeur on the 8th Decexber, 1903, but it did not refer to
Donrd®s report. %he actunl purpose of the "llerald" article
was to make publlic the findings of the Commissioners,
inibbs and Turncr. The article refers to these two gentle-
men by name but in no particular at all does 1t refer to
reter doard.

Generosity would counsel us to forgive this nmig-
guotation as an unfortunate accident but it is hard to be
magnanimous when it 1e seen that the two biographers include
the words “sweeping condemnztion of our education syutem,

coupled with a series of defihite and conatructive

55 m’a.y’ FPalbs
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suzgestions for reform,” but leave out the first portion of
the very same sentence which reads, "The report of the
Commiseioners on lducation turns out to be a "."56 if
Crane and “alker were not making their case for Board's
report at the vepy considérable cost of that of the
Commissioners 1ittle harm would be done by their apparent
mistake. It 48 unfortunate that the Commissioners' Report
doen, in fact; sulfeor by the error. In the light of such
an error 1t would be rclevant o ask Just how "sweeping”
were board's Yeondemnations' and just how “definite and
icoﬁstructive“ were his suigestions for reform?

It 1s important to note that Doerd stated, "y
observations were confined mainly to Ingland and Scotland,
but embraced in a minor degree, the échool systems of
Cwitzerland, Cermany, and rance," ! The word "minor"
was well used, for on reading Doard's report one is struck
by the very few references made to countries outside the
United Kinzdom « and these were the very countries which
ponssegsed pdvanced gystems of education.

At the end of the report Loard summed up his proposals
Por reform. Ille wrote:

“"The proposals of reform contained in this report may
be thus sunmed upie

?6 ¥The Byﬂnﬁyrﬁérning Heréid,“ December 8th, 1903,

57 “Report by P, DLourd, Eégey Hehiap, Inspeetor of Schools,
upon observations snd inguiries made with regard to Primary
hducation in other Countries," Govis Printer, {ydney,
1903, pel.
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1; Taoproved materisl eyuipment of schools,

2+ Re-arpangencnt of curriculum in a reconstructed
Gtandard of Proficliency, leading to the adoptien
of more modern asni scientific methods of teaching,

Je The inastitution of s Primary Certificate.

L. The ree-organization of the inspectilon of echools,
enbracing exaninution, bascd on the reearranged
curriculum and conducted 85 u8 to create a right
spirit in the teaching and a right attitude in

- the teaching body. .

5« The ree-modelling of the arrangerents for the
provision of welletrained teachers."58 :

- Careful consideration of each of Doard's proposals
would lead one to the conclusion that the £irst and to a
1imited extent, the second, are the only two which could be
connected, even remotely, with the idea of "reform" and that
no part of the report is a "sweeping condemnation” of the
system then prevailing in iiew Gouth “'ales,

In the first of his proposals Doard examined the
matter of material equipment of sc¢hoola. ie polnted out the
cogt in this Gtate was only 18.24. per hend of average
attendance, while under the London Cehool Loard it was
Lge2ds Bourd claimed, therefore, that "4t must be admitted
that our schools are poorly supplied with materigl sids
to teachinge. ... (8nd) Hconomy in tais direction means
reduced educstional efliciency.”

For the student of curriculum development the second
propesal made by Loard holds special interest, In this -

proposal he supresnted a special correlution of subjects.

58 Tbid,, pel2.
52 Ivid,, pe 2.
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Board's third prdgosal ¢annot be regarded as
reformatorys. Y%Yne suggested Frimary Certificate was to ve
conferred following success at an externul exemination.

Lot only was Loard nominating y¢t grniother exarination

in 8 Gtate already examinatlon-ridden, Lut his proposal
was based on negative argumenﬁ. ﬁava&wised the inatitution
of a Primary Certificate because he claimed that “by it a goal
is provided that gives ﬁerin;taness of alm to the vhole
school course, & stimulus is given fto the pupll as he
approaches an important stage in his 1ife, the average
period of atiendance at schoonl is exten&ed,»the atténﬁance
is made more regular at a time when regularity is called
for, a useful indication of & boy's attainments is givén

to employers, and, by no means the last benefitf publiec
interest in the work of education is m'tmeseciw"&2

“‘hen any system of education has to rely upon an
exanination to provide a goal for it, to étimulate the pupil
and to intersst the public in ite work thén there is some=
thing seriously amiss with the system itself. Lourd's
su-gebtion at thiu point of his report wus not aimed at
reforning th@ system but at boletering it up with yet another
examination.

Louprd's next proposal, that school inspections should

include exanlnatlons, was just as negative and could not be

62 P, Roard; oy*ﬁéfy‘w Pele
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considered ss reformatorye It comes almost as a rellef
when ﬁo&rﬁida&s recogsnise the importance of other aspects in
the assesament of work done in g sehool. ile advised
inspectors to look for the influcnce of tho teacher's
personnlity in the school, to consider tho moral tone and
the intellectunl “atnoephere” of the school. He alco
sucgested any assescrent of work done shsuld take into
gecount the teacher's methode and any “devices” which
night benefdt the chlldren,; whethop such devices were to
leave any vicible, innediste result, or not. Dourd, at
thio point, was indeesd breaking thé shuckles of traditien
but hic over-riding arsument for the dnclusion of examinae
tions at inspseilon is disappointing and mosat delfinitely
not reformntory in ﬁutu?ﬁ.és

Just how Ffar Doard had yst to coms before he could be
considered as s reformer is inlicated Ly the last of his
propogals, aud it 1s this proposal which must be esncidered
most carcfully hore for it deals with the profegsionsl
preparation ol the teacher. After reading Dnard'é report
oue 1s left with the impression that he really wanted to see
tho best systen of teascher preparation put into operation
in Hew_zauth aless There is 1ittle doubt, hcﬁevar, that he
did not yeot have n real appreciatlion of what the “vest”
implieds To underatand how limited and, indeed,

83 T51d,, pe0n
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conservative were Bourd's idcas on this iesue one should
compare what Jozrd has to say wilth the criticisus and
propocals made by inlibes and Turmer,

Board recoznised the fundasmentel Importance of teacher
preparation in the educutionanl SystEméhhnd yct‘he*aefenaed
the pupile=teacher systen and advised ites retention. He
baged this advice upon his experiences in n;land and
Seotland, in which eoun&ries, dourd assured his readers,
the puwilntaacner syoten wag "the nurserj of the
profession.” e nleo cluimed that eﬁucatnra in thése two
countrics regaried the eyaten as “the best practicadble
nethod of recruiting the ranks of the teaching aarvice.“f
tme 1s left to pondep jus; wiio the educators were,; in
Fnzland and Ccotland, who still held such conservative ideas
in the face of impending chonce. Bosrd does not name them.
Hovever Knibbs malntained thut "with few exceptions, and
thege men'ar 11ittle eminence,; 4t ls andmitted in the United
Eingdom that economy, and not efficiency,‘was'the

oL On paze 11 of his report, Doord states, "”ne ruiniug

Colleges form the very kernel of the whole educutional
systen, and by the numoer of trainsd teachers they
annually turn out, and by the degree of real culiure
tiose teachers carry witiy them, aud by the splieit and
attitude which they have leasrnt to adopt towards theip
worky the whole educationagl 1ife of the country will be
moulded. %This, then, should be the very last department
of educational administratlon that should ba ailected by
scononical considerations.”

65 Thidyy pel10s
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Lhe -

aXp?esséd by Hnibbs himself ot the 1904 Conferences Indced,
80 incicive was kniblLs in hio epiticiom of tho existing
pystem and so briiliantly were his arguments for relorm
presented, there 1o little woader Souard was lumpressed Lyy
end £inally convinced of, the efficacy of knibus' ideas.
Sgard deserves credlt for being the one to place four
inportant resolutions upon the record of the 1304 Conlerence
but it should be re:nembered the recoluilons were made
becouse Joard was wise enougn:ta see inibbes and Turncyr ware
right., Lourd's resolutions were us follows:

"1s %“hat the econference affirms that the best systen
of trainin;; teachers dexands that professional
training should be entered upon and completed by
the teacher condidste before he begine his regular
work of teaching es a menmber of the school sfaffl.

« Thet in view of the practical difficulties in the
way of immedlately adopting this scheme such changes
ghould be made in the existing system from time to
tinme as will at first introduce and aflerwards
extenl the annliention of the principle of teacher
training, and lead finally to the complele
adoption of the previous-training csystem,

3« That the £irat modification should include tho
partlal previous-iraining of =1l pupil-ieachers
adnitted o the service henceforihe

Lhe What the Yinistor be asked to nominote & committee
to draft and to report to this conlerence a scheme
for the adniasion and partial training of pupil-
teachers and for resodeiling the condiiions upon
which punil-teschers are employed in the regular
work of the school.68

83

68 5., Deptas of Public Instruction: Conference of
Inspoctors, Teachers, Uepurimental CCficers and Proaninent
Edﬁcationalists, Aprdl, 190L, Govie Printer, Uydncys 19Ch.
Pelif e
alco the "New {outh Tales <ducational Gazette", VOlaXIII,
[iDelZs Hﬁ!,‘?’ Bnd, 1901&9 Po?ﬁ‘}a
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A% this polint of time ipportant chenges in the methods
of teacher preparatlon werc tuking pluce in both Iazland and
seotlande These tvwo counitries were bresking away from the
outnmoded pupil-teacher syotes and embreoing syatcms walch
required teachers to Le acudenlcally und proiessicnally
prepared befors beginaing thelr 1life's worke It i1c probable
that such s background, counled wiitih the resoluilons of
the 1904 Confereunce, were inmportent influences leading the
sutnorlties %o the conviction a caznge in tho systen of
teacher-preparation was nceessary. ouch a chanze would be
part éf‘a news redormed system of educutlon snd s Director
of Educdtion was appainéﬁ& to assume responsibllit; for the
success ol thut systons The of'ficer chosen for the task
was Jeter doard gnd the actlvitizs of the following sixtecn
years were to Indicate tho chiolce 'was, genercllys B
fortunate ono = not only 1a that Joard was himsolfl a very
capable ollicer but especially becsuse he showed o faclllty
for besﬁ using the jqualities of otueors Jor the over-all

venef'dt ol eduacuations

2 “fhe ,ustralisn Journal of “ducation", Volell, iiosBs
February lot, 1305, pellese The vrecs was furnished with
the inforcution by ir. ashton, scting-~Fremier, who explained
thut the sppolntment was mads sn the advice of the Fublic
service Spard. Feter doard was to become the Underw
wegratary of Publie Tastructlon and the Tirector of
Cducation 4n liew Uouth Vales. i
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b7
As 1t was to provide "temporary™ accémmcdation for ncarb/
fitteen yeers Dlackfriurs was 1o Le a severe test Lor -the
principal and stall of the Coliege. Yo thooe who had pressed
i'or previous training of teachers the faillinge of' blaekfriars
probably secmed unimportent; the importeont consideration
for them was the promise of & transition from pupil-
teacher preparation to previous, coliege training.

Ceveral problems hed to be faced before the promise
could be successfully fulfilled: LJany of the first students
were o bLe ex-pupil«teachers snd there was to be s gradual
end difficult transition to a future year when the lant
of thr pupil-teachers would gradustes JGome of the staff
menbers had little knowledge of any system other tnon the

progress belng rmade overazens as a result of the inspiration

72

of outetanding educutors. The buildinz chosen was
completely inndequate, being dirty, ill-ventilated asnd
badly e.ulppeds Clearly the suceess of the eutire venture
would depend very largely upon the ability of the Principal.
“e would need to be an excellent aduinistrator, a proven
scholar, a confident anﬁﬂeffacﬁiva taacher cupable of

impartin; his knowledge, and a man with personal qualities

12 gnterview with ¥iss Blizabeth Skillen, on 20.8¢1960.
Yigp Okillen referred sico to lhe uaobtrusive way lackie
tricd to Iniroduco the ideas of modern education t0 his
pitalfle ilo would penupi, YAg you knows X, in his book on esay

L I L
LA "



Lda

sulf'dcient to dnspire both students and staffs e would
neced to hove confidence in o prosrezoive ideal in ecducation
and the courage and tenzelty to hold fo it in the face of
eny erlticion from the conservativess GSuech gualities

were nol merely desirable but weres essential.

That the adaminisctiration was avle to Lind & men who
embodicd the qualitics required; a person who also possessed
& definite propenvity for the pursuit of culture and an
educator viio already had an extensive background &n the
preparation of studenis for the teaching service, must be
considered a ?emafkablé stroke of poed fortuns.

The man chosen t5 shoulder the considerable
responsibilities of lesdership in the new Training College
was slexander lackic, £ brlllisnt young Coot, triplee
redallist of “dinburgh University, student and Cricnd of
cuch outstanding educators as Frofessors Simon Somerville
taurle and rleoxandor Darrech, and & man whooe professional
and acadezle background were eninently sulted to the task

awaiting him,
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aglle enough to pedal a bieycle around the strects of
Ddinburghe. Ghe was then sixty years old!g

Although the lzckle fumily was not rich, the ,
children were well fed and clothed, 7illianm providing the
best he eould afford from hils earaings as a grocer. The
home was not ostentatious but must have been a very
pleasant house in which to live. It was built on the
northern side of the Leith iilver ond was a plcturesyue
building with a £light of stone steps leading to the
street, Detwecn the home and the river was a parklend
and epparently the hawthorne growlnz along the river's
edge was especinlly beautifulou

7"1114am Mackie, in the manner of his countrymen,
knew the value of a sound education and was determined
that alexander would be glven every encouragement should
he show m 1likin; for learninz. The son was to rewerd hie
father's consideration very wells

One of the schools run by the Company of ﬁereh&nﬁs
of dinburgh was the Daniel ttewart's Uollege, and 1t was
this school thut Alexander mckie attended for his early

educations A nuober of certificates similor to that

3:;iid-

B pas  Garratt, _Letter from Chaprlestown, H.C.7. t0 Hr.
iaekie (Genior) on the 23.10.1911. "I s8till huve vivid
recollections of the hawthorne bloom in the valley the
last morning T enlled to see you. The walk under Dean
Lridge and beside the Tater of Lelth is one of the
prettiect I know." ‘ackle family papers.
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photosraphed opposite, testify to the suceess of the

young scholar while ot this schools It 18 & warming faci
that the mon who was to have many fur more important
honours bestowed upon him, thought enough of his boyhood
school to carefully keep thuse prized certificates
throughout the years. The reference he obtalned from his
{irst lead aster, William '7zllace Dunlop, was also valued
highly eanough to be treasured throushout !aekie's lifetime.
This refersnce reads:

"irs Alexander ackie was educated at this College
up to the {ime he became a pupil teacher under the
Zdinburgh tehool Bourd. e was well advanced in
inglish, Latin, Greek, French, and Yathematiecs,
and gave promise of being a very good scholer. In
all hia clusses he maintained a high pluce. i
conduct was ia all respucts most exemplarys ss«e
Ve Vallace Dunlop, i M5
The reference sbove is dated 23rd Cetober, 1839,

and it refers to Yackie's training as a puplle-teacher.
This training took place at Canonmills Public Gchool,
administered by the Edinburgh ‘echool Loard. It was on
the 5th April, 1852, that !lackie received g letter
informing him of his sppointment as "lupil-teucher on
probaticn in the Cunonmills Lchools According to the

encloced ”Regulatioﬁs 88 to Appoiniment, Payment,

2 Daniel Gtewart's College, dinburgh: iefercncs written
for slexsnder !ackie by /s Uallace Dunlop, ..
Oetober 23rd, 1893. lackle fanily pspers. oee Appendix Z.



MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT _bethen the ScuooL Boarp of
M&eim&er called the Surety, the_}_o.&&%

ofﬂ-hmaw‘ﬂ—-’

hereinafter called the Pupil-teacher, and the said Pupil-teacher.

The Board for themselves, and their successors, agree with the Surety,
hie heirs and executors, and the Pupil-teacher, as follows : — '

1. The Board agres to engage the Pupil-teacher to serve under a certificated
teacher during the usual school hours in keeping the

-

Public School of the Board‘ or ‘any other Public School of the Board to

which the Pupil-teacher may be transferred with the previous sanction of the

Scotch Education Department, and teaching the scholars thereat, but so that the
. Pupil-teacher shall not sefve therein less than three or more than siz hours upon any
. one day, nor more than 25 hours in any one week, Sunday being expressly excluded
_ from this engagement,

2. This engagement shall be held to have commenced or begun, notwith-

standing the date hereof, on the first day ofwm————————.—-
18 -_and, subject to the proviso in oraph 4, shall egd on the last day
amls but if the Pupil-teacher shall, with
the--eonsent -of the -other -parties hereto,-attend the examination for admission
into Training Colleges (or a Scotch University) in July (or October) mext preceding
, the last-mentioned date, this engagement may end on the 31st day of the month
" of December (or of October) next following such examination, provided the Pupil-
" teacher then enters & Training College (or University).

' 3. The Board will pay to the Pupil-teacher as wages - j0 - .
! perOwandadsatin the first year, and this sum shall be increased by - {0

: permw_ each subsequent year of the engagement,

but such increase may be stopped at the discretion of the Board for the unexpired
' remainder of any year after receipt of notice from the Scotch Education Department
"that the Pupil-teacher has failed to pass the examination, or to fulfil the other
" conditions of a Pupil-teacher, according to the standard of the preceding year as
prescriled in the Articles of the Code of the said Department applicable to the case.

&, Provided always, that if the Pupil-teacher fails to pass an examination for
'any year as specified in paragraph 3 of this Agreement, this engagement shall, on the
application of the Board, and with the consent of the said Department, end on the

last day dWIssﬁ Z‘MQ-MM
oD Wagendian achee C ) Yk Tacom .

Memorandum of Agreement Concerning Mackie's Engagement as

Pupil-Teachers; (Page 2 overleal.Origin

ackle Family

Papers. )
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When this engagement is so extended, the course of study and the wages
of the Pupil-teachier in the remainder of the year succeeding that in respect of
which the Pupil-teacher failed shall be the same as in the last-mentioned year; and
that year shall not be reckoned in caloulating any payment to be made under
paragraph 6 of this Agreement, ’

8. The Board will cause the Pupil-teacher, while the School is not being held,
to receive without _cﬁm’ge, from a ocertificated teacher, special instruction during
at least five hours per week, of which hours not more than, two shall be part of
the same day. Such special instruction, and any instruction in secular subjects,
given to the Pupil-teacher during School hours, shall be in the subjects in which the
Pupil-teacher is to be examined either during this engagement, or for admission to
8 Training College, pursuant to the said Articles.

6. The Pupil-teacher shall be liable to dismissal without notice for idleness,
disobedience, or immoral conduct of & gross kind, respectively; and this engagement
shall be terminable on the part of the Board, or of the Surety and Pupil-teacher by a
written notice of six months, or in lieu of such notice, by the payment on the part
of the Board, or of the Surety and Pupil-teacher, of £3 in the first year, £4 in the
second, and an additional pound in each succeeding year of the engagement, but
never exceeding £6 in the whole; such payment to be recoverable as liquidated
damages by the Board or the Surety, as the case may be, over and above the settle-
ment of all other accounts between the parties.

7. The Pupil-teacher enters into this engagement freely and voluntarily on
hia own part, and with the privity and consent of the Surety.

8. Tho Surety agrees with the Board and their successors, to clothe, foed, lodge,
and watch over the Pupil-teacher during the continuance of this engagement in

& proper manner.

In witness whereof, these presents, in so far as not printed, written upon this
and the preceding page of stamped paper, by Ratarx N

Clerk in the Offices of the School Board of Edinburgh, are subacribed by the parties
following, viz :— BRarm- %b-{(t AL s,

W,MMM

three Members and a quorum of the said School Board of Edinburgh, at Edinbargh,
on the day of Thearle Eighteen hundred

and AL , before these witncsses, the said

. d ch\.».o\- ALwed A BAK, also Clerk in the Offices of
the said School Board, and by \SM W, M’

aflar g,‘dww T
at WOn thew day of MM-—\JL__

and year aforesaid, before these witnesses,

WM&WW

both residing at -

S N e
Q - 'M

C. )MMRYM ) )3"‘?’- o

(- onsus Lhars, bSMQ > WNM
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mmployment and Inatrnqtion of Pupll-Teachers”, he was to
receive the princely cum of £17.10§. for his {irat year
48 a pupllwteacher and za,1oa:f§2r anngm'for each
succeeding year of his apprenticeship.

It would uppesar that the empioyment and training of
pupll-teachers in Zdinburgh was more carefully controlled
than in Lew Douth Wales at this purticular time. Althoush
the regulations stated "the empioyment of Pupll=Teachers
shall be left in the hands of the jisad-asters," these
ilead-Tasters were rejuired, at the beginning of each
Schaollyeav, to “submit Lor gpproval to the “chool ork
Conmmittee a Time~-table showing 4in what deparinents,
standards and work the Pupileleachers were employed* and
the iead Yaster waos %o 8o arran;e the school's timeféﬁle to
avold leaving a Pupil-Yeacher in charge of a clags Yas its
responsible teacher” until he had entered upon the final
two yeurs of hies apprenticeship, Up to that tiue he was
merely to assist and to observe one of the responsikble
teachers. Ulth reference to the instruction of pupil-
teaschers prepuratory to examiuations, the regulutions
stated that they were fo receive six hours a week out of
school hours. YThe ead aster wus expocted to druw up

another time=table showluy the hours and subjects in which

€ Ldinburgh Scuool Bourd: Regulations 6e to appoldniment,
Payment y rmployment end Instruction of lupil-Seachers, FeJa
f'ackle fanlly papers.
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such instruction was gilvens The full responsibility for
such instruction did not devolve upon the shoulders of the
ilead laster as ho was "to have the services of the whole
otall of the Cehool for the instruction of the rupile

7 ' '
Teachorse'" Lueh was the system under which ilexander
fackle began his careor as an educator.

Thile at Canonnills !'ackie began very quickly to
display outatanding potentinl as a teacher. 4 reference,
written for him in 1899 by the Head Yaster of Canonmills,
leaves no doubts as to the yuality of his pristine efforts
as an instructor. In the reference, dohn Hosc wrote:

“ees Alexander Mackie was a falthfnul member of the

“talf of this Ichool for four yearse «s.s During his

apprenticeship he passed all the preseribed and

other examinations with the highest credit, gaining
the highest Government Lonus year by year. ©On the
completion of his apprenticeship he passed the

Universitg relizinary lUxeminetions und entered the

Training “ollegre as a First Ulass Ctudent. During

his apprenticeship and since he hms taken ssversl

Mrot Class Certificates in Drawing and Celence and

three lidgher (rade leaving Certificatc8e s.4

"ir. Mackie hag had practical experience in - .
teaching all the Classes in the Juvenile Departzent,

Je was paineteking and thorough in all his work and

displayed considerable tact in maintaining diseinline

and powver and foellily in fmparting inciruotione ess
John ROES' i*’.};I.I.B‘., dend b’iﬁiﬂtex".”g

The reference above is dated 25th October, 1839 and

nakes reference to lmekie's later prepuration at Training

College and University.

4 Toids, “IV. Ingiruction ol lupll=-Teachers.” ..

8 Cononmills iublic School, Tdinburgh: Reference written
for sflexander lackie by John Ross, 1.0.T.5. (Jeadmaster)
Cetober 25th, 1699. imckie fanily papers., see Appendix 2,
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vackle's scholarahilp to enter Yrailning College was
worth 225 for the {irst year and was awarded by the
Zducation Committee of the Free Church. The iolder of a
scholarship was constrained “to mdopti and follow the
profession of teaching &n Public Zlementary School or
Praining Sollege «es and to engaze to attend the Training
College for two yeara;"L

The yeasrs lackie spent at Zoray llouse anl at the
~dinburgh University were ol great importance for two main
reasons;: ile was to prove himsell to be a brilliant
academlc scholar and an outstanding tescher; and he was
to come into contact with several euninent educators whose
work and pailosophy werc to deeply influence his thinking
and to alffect the shuping of his own philosophyb} Among
these educators the names of vimon lomerville Laurie and
alexander Darroch were prominent. ackie was singularly
fortuna;e to have studied under and worked with voth of
these men, for the Lormer was a finé sdadnistrator and
accomplished author, defenﬂin@ the best in the 5éfbartiau‘
senool ol educatloarl phillosophy and the latter nad.the',‘
unususal sbility of being able to examine impartially the
different philosophies ol education « and there were

several pomulaer at the tine = to suow wherse they were ot

2 ¥pee Caurch Training College, loray House, _dinburght

Letter to Alexander lackie Irom M. Jaterson, {(zector) on
2nd MMarchy 1897. laokie fanily papera.
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EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

Librarian OLD COLLECE
E. R. S. FIFOOT, M.C., M.A,, AL.A. SOUTH BRIDGE
EDINBURGH, &
Telephone NEWington 1011
16th Lay 1966

Dear )r, Baillie,

Thank you for your letter of the 9th May.

I have found the following data about Alexander Mackie in our
records;

He was ten years at Daniel Stewart's College and then for four
years he was & pupil teacher at Canon Mills Frimary School, Edinburgh,

He entered the University in 1896 taking Senior Mathematics
under Frofessor George Chrystal, He received a Second Class Certificate for his
work in the class,

In 1897-8 he took Moral Fhilosophy under Frofessor James Seth
and wneg fifth in the class and a prizeman, He got a Pirst Class Certificate
( over 79 of marks)., In the same year he took Professor S,S,leurie's class in
the Theory,history and art of education., In this class he took 13th place and
got a First Class Certificate, }

I did not notice his name in the merit lists for 1898 - 9 but
in the following year 1899-1900 he took Logic and metaphysics under Frofessor
Andrew Seth kringle Fattison (advanced class) and in this class he took first
place winning the medal and the Bruce of Grangehill prize (£20), He graduated
}M.A, with 1st class honours in philosophy in 1900,

I regret that our archives do not contain any essays or other
work done by Mackie in his student days but I will pass your letter on to
Daniel Stewart's College who will no doubt let you know if they have anything

relevant to your study,

Yours bincecrely,
M wﬁw ‘
Charles Finlayson,

Facsimile of letter from Charles Finlayson, Keeper aof
the Manuseripts, Edinburgh University, to 4he writers
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‘Mrat Class Certificote in the Bducation Class (12);
#4rst Class and Medal in the ionours Class in
“etaphysies and aslso in ¥oral Philosophy; Hedal

and iferchant Company's Prize in Political Tconomy;

Bruce of Grangehlll and Falkland Prize in

Philosophy« 12(at,)

Cuch a fine record spesks for itself., The outstanding
abllity of & scholur s&o highly regarded by his University
Ppolessors as to warrant the award of three medals and
other prizes, neceds nnﬁrurthar‘cbmment. In the following
Chapter thg influence of Hackie's university training upon
the developmeat of h:s own philosophy will be discussed
more fully. o -

liaving completed his University training, fackie
launched upon & coreer a8 & teacher - a career which was
to reach its pilnnacle when he becume irincipal of the
Traelning College and later Profescor of ducation at the
University in Sydneye. 7That he was scademically well
qualified for the teaching profeselon 1s indieputable and
references already considered testified to nis ability as
& practlitioner. The young scholar continued to develop éa
an instructor and his educational experiences during the
next few yeasrs were broad and varlcd, giving him an
insight into the abilitles and needs of children of all
ages, and of young adults undertaking professional B

training. The £irst school in which Mackle served after

12 9nis was vrofessor Laurle's class,” Ldinburgh University
Library: letter to the wrilter from Churles Finluyson,
Keeper of lmnuseripts, on [luy 1l6th, 1966.



Alexander Mackie at Gradumtion, University of Edinburgh,
1900; ( From portralt by R,S5, and W. Forrest. Original
in Mackie Family Papers.)
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gradusation was a secondary school, the iligh Cehool, Horth
verrick, where he was mainly concerned with olasses in
“nelish and Yathematices, preparing puplls for the Leaving
Certificate xamination. Once again one of lackie's
superlors was prepared "to testify to the earnestness and
success that attended his efforts in all the work he took
Ups owe ili8 wide knowledge, his excellent methods of
teaching and his vivaclty of manneh which made him a most
valuable assistunt. o | | |
“ackle's stay st North Berwick was very siort. <7he
kdinburgh chool Board appointed him gas an assistant to
the Broughton l'ublic Gchool on the Lth July, 1900. lis
salary was & mere £35 per annum with the prospeet of
rising to Qluo;li Such remuncration for a man of Yackie's
scaderic background and practical ability was woefully
inadejuate Lut “ackie was pleased enough to accept the
position for he knew Darroch wanted him to £i11 yet
another - that of tutor in the class of logic and
“etaphyeics at tho University. Partly as a conseuence
of the work done in these classes, the young instructor

was honoured in April, 1903, by belng elected to the

I3 i1gn Gohool, North Derwick: keference written for
Alexander lackle by Thos. 8. Glover (Reetor). June 18th,
1902. MNackie family papers. ee Appendix 2.

L £dinburgh dehool Doard: Letter of appointment to
Alexander Hackie from James Arnot: July lith, 1900.
ackie farlly papers. Cee Appendix 2.
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jlamilton Fellowship in ?hiloaoghy 1n the University of
‘dinburgh.l)

By the time this ﬁoncur had been bestawea upon
Yackie he was engaged aé a University lecturer in the
University College of iHorth iales, 5ang6r. It was in
December, 1@02, that he took up his duties as Assistant
Lecturer in l'ducation and hia hrilliance was soon to be
recosnised at llorth “ales for in 4pril, 1903, he becane
Aspistant to the Fiofesaor‘or ¥hilosophy, while at the
same time continuing his work in the -ducation |
Eepartmentgla The work in both departmente was excellent
prepuration for the position Yackie was to fill 1ﬂ Hew
South "ales; the work in the Philosophy Department, for
any eﬁucationai leader must have a sound philosophy upon
winich to base his practice, and the experiences in the
Edueation Department at Horth “ales were most usefal to
Hackie from & practical standpoint, These experiences
included the giving of lectures on the theory and practice
of' teachinu, conducting crltiéiam'lessons end supervising
achool pructice teachingz, During the 1904«1905 ueasion,
wirile the Professor of ﬁducétion, Profesgor Green, was

absent in Germany, Mackie scted as tutor to the men .

15 tniversity Ccllege of horth alas, Langar~ uﬁt er of
appiication from iAlexander M&ckie to the Hon. A
Coghlan, T.5.0., Sgent Geperal, New Louth Yales, larch
9th, 1906. lackle funily papers. (See #ppendix 1.)

16 University College of WNorth “ales, Dangor: Teatimonial
supporting Yackie's applicatian. Qetober 10th, 1905.
Lackie family paperss (Uee Appendix 1.)
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students in the Day Training Department of the Collsge
and was pesponslble Jor thc gencrai dirsction and
- supepvision of their work.ly s the Professor's return
he wrote anprecluatively of tha achiovezeats of hio young
collzague, “ees he¢ hat diochurged his responsible duties
with all the force snd tsct of which one inew him %o be
psﬂsesseﬁe“18 it was at this time that Maékie became
aware of an adverticenment inviting applicants for the
péaition.of Principal of the Iydney iraining College for
Teacherd, |

thueh depended upon the cholee of the man to hewd
the new College at Zlackfriars, and the position was
adverticed in Australia, Gréat Iritain, Liew ealand and
the United Gtaies of ﬁmerica.lg The Public tervice Loard
announced a 1ist of names as a comnittee to interview
candidates in Great Britain. The committee consicted of
Protesgor / dunmg, the Professor of Lducuation of London
University; ir, John Otruthers, the Chairnan of the Bourd
oi’ Lducation Lor eotland; and ilre. Graham .28llus who was
Ciuirman of the London County Council Cub-Commitiee on the

20
Training off Yeocachers.

17 1pia,

38 7pia,

19 Qee "Repopﬁrof the nister of rublic Instruction™, 1905,
uayi. Irinter, Sgdney. 1906« FPa7 and pe30s (Dr. ilarpris,
Comniesioner of Lduecation ut Uashington, was acked to

20 consider uny aspplications from imerica,)

Ibid: Also see "The liew Uouth ‘amles Hducational Gazette"
VOlQ“LVIp I‘JO.L‘, 9‘655 Lepte 18ty 1906. ?
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- on the 9th Yareh, 1906, a lettsr of spplication for
the vacancy and an attached set of testimonials were sent
by slexander lackle to the /zent General for lew Couth
Taless - lils tentimonlals were {rom s large number ol
eminent scholars and proivegsors and were 211 most laudstory
in substance.zl They refer to his mugnificent academic
record, 515 brillicnce s a teacher, his sbllity s ean
organizer, his development of personul culturc, high
principles end broad sympathies, It is importsnt also to
notice that meny of iuckie's referees testified to his
pleasant manncr, his tactfulness in dealing wiih others and
his sounil 6ammon senses Later. there were to be some in
Hew Couth “ales who would contend thot such s assesament
of YMackie's personality was biamsed but the fact remains
that many who worked with him and knew him intimately
during these early years testiflcd to hin personable nature.
Thelr opinions were appurently eandorsed by the Lelcetilon
Comnlttee for, althouzn they selecoted three applicantis Irom
the consideruble number In iansland, they especially
reconmended Hackle to the favourable eonsiceration of the
Publle Service Loard and expressly made tho supporting
stateent thot “he posseased greut tact, ability, and a

winning manner; great organising power, and, in fact, a

21 fee Appendix 1.
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combination of yualitles wd abllilties of the highest
arﬂer.“zg

L8 well as the ppplications received in Inslund for
the position, thers were two Lrom liew Jouth Vales und several
from Victorla and lew Zealsnde .o applicatlous were
received from the Unlied Otates of imepricus 411
uppiications were carefully consldered but tne final choice
was the m:in so highly recommended Ly the Selzction Comnittee
in ‘neland. 2 dlexsnder lackle, at the youtiful sge of
thirty, was to assume the tremcndouc regponsibilities of
the Principzl’s post st Uylney Praining Collese. In opite
of thc brillilance of his past record, the wisdom of
choosln:; such u young man for such a responsible post must
be guestloneds “as he really readyt rersonal attribates,
acadenlc background and prolfessional experience seemcd to
be sl in his favour, but how much had such background and
expericnce resulted in the development of & sound,
practical philogophy of education vo nzcessapy {or a man
wito was to be not merely the first Principal of the Cydney
Ypralning Collega, but the Livat Profeusor of Sducution in

any Australlan University?

22 “gne Lew couth Yales Eﬁucétibnal éazéfté}“ Ibi&.»"?;BB;m
253 cee opposite iackie's qualitications listed on the

~ublle Cervice doapd Vichedule of dpplicationg.”
Origzincl in the "ﬁcuﬁll Tibrary, Lydneys( State Arch ves.)
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CHAPTER IIT

IN“LULNCES IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE EDUCATIONAL IDEAS

AND PHILOSOPIY OF ALEXANDER MACKIE

"Before we can educate we must have an 1dea1, a
thought of the finished product of our educating.
We have to ask ourselves to what end, for what
purpose we are educating, and this end or purpose
constitutes our educational ideal. If the
possesslion of ideals is the indispensable pre-~
condition of a successful artist, they are in ,
almost the same degree necessary for the successful
teacher," o - 1

Mackie: "The Educational Ideal."

Thus wrote the twenty-two years old Alexander Mackie
in an essay submitted at the University of Edinburgh in
1898, It 4s discernible in his statement that, from the
very beginning of his academic and professional career,
Mackie had a remasrkable maturity of outlook and clarity of
vieidn. Many teachers, even todsy, spend their lives
concerning themselves with detalls of lesson content and
with methods and procedurses for the deli#ery of such
content but never consider the real purpose or end of
education., This 18 a aad commentary, for the methods used,
and indeed the content of lessons presented, should be
based upon a clear notion of what one expects education
to be doing. The conception of an ideal, an end purpose,
will alone give real meaning to the activities of the

educator.

T A, Mackie, "The Educational Ideal", Essay submitted on
25th hovember, 1898, University of Edinburgh, p.3.
Original in Mackie family papers,
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- The contention that teachers should have an ultimate
end in view when pursuing their life's work was basic to
Mackie's philosophy - a philosophy which was early expressed
in essays at Edinburgh and one which developed with greater
maturity and experience but did not change to any marked degree
throughout his lifetime. | - .

Mackie always maintaiﬁed*that teachers should have
a clearly formulated philosophy of.eduéatiqn, enabling them
to define aims, determine procedures and methods and be a
yardstick for periodical reviews of work done and stendards
reached. He did not, however, make the error of arbitrarily
expounding his own philosophy without a full consideration of
the knowledge available in the field of education. It is
submitted that the possession of an ideal is a baslc
prereguisite for any philosophy. 'When discussing the
development of such an ideal, Mackle pointed out thgt it could
not grow up in vacuo but that three factors would have to be
taken into consideration. They are: a study of the past and
its ideals, practices and aims; a study of the ideals and
knowledge of the present; and reflection upon what ought to be
our future aims and procedures, allied to a notion of a
developing individual in a developing soeiety.3 In many
essays, articles and addresses Mackie expressed his ideas

about each of these areas and‘it is by considering those _

2 Dp.V. Coutts, “The Ideas and Influence of Professor Alexander
Mackie," The Forum of lrducation, Vol.XIV. No.3. April, 1956,
Alexander Hackie Memorisl Number, pel33. :

3 A. Mackie, "The LZducational Ideal," opecite, De7e
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exdressions'that one is able to grasp & clear 1mage of
Yackie's own ideul and philOSOpny and come to conclusions
about the influences which alded in their deveIOpment.

In his essay, “"The Educaticnal Ideal,"” Mackie made a
clear dist;nétion between education for culture and education
for utility, tracing their deiélopméht'in educational thought.
He came finrlly to the ‘decision that a sound education should
embrace both and he argued that auch an education had not
existed 1n the past. Although it will be shown Mackie owed a
great debt to the Greek philosophera (eapecially Plato) he
nevertheless considered the Greek intellectual i1deal was too
narrow in its conception, embracing on1y the priviledged few,.
ThelRéméns, on the other haﬁd, were Mackie's first exémplé of
a people poasessing a basic utilitarian philosophy. "“The
Roman' s highest 1dea1 was activity, - making lawe, making
roads, 1eading armies and coloniaing aavaga countries."6
Such an ideal was also unacceptable, Mackie argued, because it
gave little place to education for culture.

Further tracing the history of cultural and
utilitarian ideals, Mackie indicated an antithesis in the
training of the monk and the training of the knight in the
#iddle Ages. The self-reatr&int practised in. the cultural
‘training of the former was so complete, Mackie claimed, that

L Ibido » pp.8—12.
5 Ibido. PsOs
6 Ibid., pp«9-10.
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it finally broke down. In the utilitarian"training;qf the
latter, he argued, there was often a lack qf moral fibre.

An attempt by the ezrly humanists to combinctmofal ééaining
with 1iterary culture ended, Mackie considered, with literary
culture becoming the suprene end.s“”

Macklie felt that the two contrasting ideals of culture
and utility persisted to the present da&,‘the‘fbrmer coming
to us directly from the Renaissance'and'the,second being
greatly influenced by the Industrial Revolution. The former
aimed at an education which trained to an appreciation of the
beéuty of literary and artistic forms, and the thoughts
embodied in the language. The latter, Mackie claimed,
"1im{ted itself to adapting a man to the state in which he
happans to be born,"gmaking him a mere instrument for the
purposes of the State then in existence. Neither ideal
considered did Mackie acknowledge as being adeguate, e
submitted that "even if we define culture as 'the knowledge
of the best that has been said and thoﬁght in the world' it
willl be found Insufficient as a supreme ideal of education."lo
A supreme ideal, he contended, must be one that may be applied
to all. Culture, Bo defined, could be the poséession of only

the few and as such is restrictive and undemocratic &g a

general educational ldeal. This, Maékie argued was too

7 Ibidl’ polOa
8 Ivid., p.10.
9 Ibid., pp+10-11,
O Ibid., p.11:
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aristocratic, making no provision for "the toilingAmasses"
and the claims of utility.ll |
| On ths other hand, Mackie considered education for
utility'was inadequate es a supreme 1dea1 because 1t ‘took
into account only material well-being and 1gnored the cultural
heritage of the past. It ﬁas a limited’ideal in this respect
and also in the fact that 1t made 11ttle allowance for the
future possible development of the individual within a
deveiopiné State.  The individual’waa trained aé an instrument
of the State as 1t existed and not 88 & man - an 1ndividual
oitizen, capable of contributing hoth to the present and to
future progress and development as well. Mackie'! 8 arguments
conoerning the relationship of the individual to the State
will be fully cdnéidered in the following chapter but 4t should
be recognised at this point that he Judged utility and culture
as being complementary. One without the other was, he
maintained, 1nadeqnateg12

Although Maokie concluded there had been, in the past,
libtle synthesis of the two ideals discussed, the educational
thoughts of the Greeks, and especially the philosophy of Plato
made a profound impression upon him; He declared that "in
educational theory, the Greek statement and the proposed
solution have never been BuPpassed,“ and that Plato's
"Republic"was the best expression of the most outatanding

ll Ibld., p-12- o
12 1bid., p.12.
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13 '
features of the Greek philosophy. One significant feature

of the Greek State was the unity of the individual and State
interests. It 1s from the Greck exémple'that lKackle developed
his own thesis of the unity of individual and State, the
wellare of each depending upon the welfare of the other,
The Greek of Plato's time could not conceive of the individual
as having any life or interests apart from the life and
interests of the State and so there was no opposition between
the notion of educating the man as a man, or individuzl and
educating him as a citizen. "In fact," stated ¥ackie, "the
individgal could only reach his highest development in the
State. Thus it is that thc end of education with the Greeks
is always the production of the good citizen., This is the
functlon of the State and of education proper. The perfect
citizen in the perfect State is the completely developed man."ls
The unity of the individual and the State was later
broken down, owing to the influence of the Epicureans and, to
an extent, the Stoles. The former contributing to the decay
of the State by undermining Greek solidarity\and loyalty. |
They taught the notion that the pursuit of Individual
happiness was all that really mattered.l6 The Stoics, by

13 A Mackie "Plato’s Theory of Education and its Relation
to odern qucational Practice.‘ Lssay submitted in 1898,
University of =dinburgh, p.l. “Original in Mackie family
papers.

U 5eg 4. Hackle, "The Elements of ‘‘elfare," Studies in
Liducation, oydney. Teachers' College Press, 1032, P« 20£F,

15 4. Mackie, "Plato's Theory of Education and its Relation to
lodern Educational Practice," op.cit., pe3e.

16 5.5, rFrost, “Ideas of the Great Philosophers," Hew York:
Barnes and NoblG, INCes 105 58, Pe20Ga
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conﬁrast, taught that thé individual must subordinate his
interests to the intercsts of the Stategiwhich dominates him
compiétely.l Yo Eackic, thé carlier notion of Plato's time
was the one to be accepted.

It is evident from a reading of Nackie 8 early essays
that Plabo also imprassed the young &cholar by his willingness
to struggle for psychological truths.l Plato did not have
the benefit of modern objective practices of expériméntai
psychology, but hé did strive to £ind an”answer fojquestions
men:gre 8t111 wrestling with today. Paramount smong these
was the probiem of explaining the relatlonship betweén.pﬁre
mind and pure matter. Plato tried to show how such Oppbsites
could have a connection, Nis explanation in mythical form
is not satisfactory but 1t remains a problem which has not
been satisfactorily answered even to the present day.lg
Although Plato was unable to solve this problem, he 4id
grasp the psychological truth that the mind, or "goul" as he
called 1t; is a living thing capable of deciéion and not just
a "dark chanmber” or “tabula rasa". Mackie was impressed by
Plato's conception of thc mind as a living, active organism
needing to be stimulated in order to develop. _He declared

that teachers, therefore, mast conslider education as something

I7 1bid., p.207.
18 4. vackie, op.cit., p.7 end S.I. Frost, op.cit., p«260.

19 S35 Frost, 2.01t., De260. ' (Plato, according to Frost, says
that the mind was existing, in its pure form, on a star.
Possessed with a desire for the world of sense, it becanme
imprisoned in a body and forever alterwards seeks to free
itsellf Crom the body and return to a star.)
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greater than Just

",.ee the £illing of a blank sheet (the mtnd) with
factse, The cnild's mind is then thought to be

passive while a strean of knowledge is poured in.
{lence arise the evils of crarmming and rote menory.
Some consider that the facts can be hammered in.

But we rmust get rid of all such falce and misleading
enalogies. The mind mst be thought of as an organism,
a living, developing somethinga 120

Accordine to Plato there should be s harmony or
balance beitween "gymnastie” anc "music" if the perfect life
is to be realised., "“Gymnastic" had to deal with diet and
exercise, while “mugic" for Plato, included literature,
music and the fine arts. In general llackie agreed with Plato
in the notlon that the balanced developnent of the individual
was to be encouraged, and in Plato's contention that men were
different by nature and that differeggea in ability should be
recognised in the educative process. He was especially
impressed by Plato's arguments for surrounding the pupil
with beauty. MNackie, in guoting Plato, says that this, too,
should be our aims

"fought we not to seek out artists who by the power

of genius can trace out the nature of the falr and

graceful, that our young men, dwelling as 1t were

in a healthful reglion, may drink in good from every

guarter, whence any enanation from noble works may

strike upon thelr eye or their ear, like a gale
wafting breath from salubrious lands, and win them
imperceptibly from thcir earliest childhood into

resemblance, love, and harmony, with the {rue beauty
of reason'." 22

20 Ay Mackie,rvg.cit., pp.?—B.

21 ¢f,, 8.8, Frost, op.cit., p«236, who agrees with this when
he _writes, ".as Plato believed that men were by nature
dirferent ...’

22 4, Mackle, opeCite, Delo
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In ¢laiming that this should be the cinm of tecday's
sducators, laekles declured that we shonld 1mpfova’tha
environrent of the sehoolroon “by neans of plotures and.
objects ofzzrt,”&ﬁ

To enmmarino, then, !Usekie believed Plato's theory
of edueation, ns expresseld in his “"Republic' to be fundae

nentally correct whon Pluto Incisted upon the unity off the

-

intereste of the individual ond the State. He wos especlally
impregasd by Plato's search fop psyehiolocical truths and his
notion of the mind anm en active organien snd not nerely a
slate to be £111d, Monlly, he wes dnspired by the Oroek
pailosopherts exnrecsion of h&rmonious'Falance in tho
developnent of the perfent iniiviﬂuai;24 T.e depth end
perzanent quality of Pluto's influence upon iuclkle npuy e
Judged when, seventecn yours wlter writing his university
esgay “lato's Theory of lducntion nnd ite delution to odern
Dducational Practice”, Mackie presented a peper entitled,
"The Yroining of Teschers in llow Couth “ules®, 1in whieh he
atatedy

"The 1deal so porlfectly expressed by Plato must still

be our eontralling nim, namely, to surround the child

in hiz earlicr years with thoce influernces which

soclety juiges to be hzalthy for body and nind, in

ordepr that bellel's and opinlons nay becoms incrained

in conluct, while, hevever, so training the understanding
thet nt a later stage 4t pay be fitted to criticise

those beliei's and opinions and, i necessary, rebuild
the intellectual and social structure in accordance

wxith thome” 2 a :

Ao

%5 Tbidey pede |
bce aleo Le tachkie, "IZducation for Vork and Leisure," Studies
n_“ducstion, Uydney: Peachers® College ircos, 1950, pilfclic

25 ie Lacklo, "Ihe iraining of Teachers in lew “outh & es",
Sydney: Government Printer. 1915. n.ll.
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It will be recalled that Mackie contended each teacher's
educatlional iaeal ghould be decided upon oniy after an
exémidatioh of the past,'the present and refleétion upon
the future. His omn consideration of the past and our
inheritance fro@ 1t has been discussed. Uhen educetional
theories and fofceé during Mackie's own time ére contemglated
~ espeelally those populor during his formative University
years é it 1s fonnd that thig wés a period remarkable for
tremendoﬁs educational activity, both;in Europe and America.
Thevphiiosophies 6f RouSSéau, Pestaiozéi, Froebél, Herﬁart
and later the ideas of Maria iontessori, and of Dewey and
the‘Progressives in Americé were all belng examined and
practised in an environment of a new scientific awakening.
The wdrk of Montessori anﬂ‘Dewey, insdfar as each influenced
Hackie will be discussed at a later stage. The earlier'
philosophieé‘of Rousseau, Pestalozzi, Froebel and‘particularly
Herbart must be considered now, as being possible 1nf1uences
upon Mackie while still at University.

In 1762 Rousseau had published his "Sociul Contract”
and his "Emile",veach being an uncompromising attack upon
social conditions Whiie the latter condemned prevalent |
‘educational methods. In both puﬁlications Rousseau brought
the individuzl to the Lorefront and emphasiszg the importance

of individuai, as opposed 1o soéiety, needs. Pestalozzi,

20 g, Lasker, "Herbart",sn address delivered st the Public
Senool Teachers' Conference, 2nd July, 1903, The Australian
dournal of “ducation, Vol.l, No.3, September Ist, 1903, D16
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Froebel; end Herbart were to further develop Rousseau's
ideas énd to "erect an (educational) edifice %o take the
place of the one Rousseau had rased to the gfound."27

To Pestalozzl, the teacher was seen as a careful
gardener, whose task was to so arrange the external
conditions that the child was able to learn by direct,
individual expérience. "SenseQKnowledge and not word-
knowledge was to be the object of the neweducation."z8
From Pestalozzi the "direct" method and “object" lesson
developed and these were dominating approaches at the turn
of this century. Furthermore, the wise teacher uses the
fundamentals of the object lesson todasy - to & more limited
degree, of course. There is no "faculty" for observation,
but there i1s a capacity to observe, and this capacity can
and should be developed within the ¢hild in such lessons as
Natural Secience study lessons.

While agreeing with Pestalozzi that the child should
be allowed to grow according to natural laws, Froebel, in
his "Kinder garten" took into account the fact that the
chlld was not merely an individusl but was a member of a
group. Social participation, group work and regard for other
individuals were all stressed in Froebel's school as well as

indivldual development. At the beginning and end of each day

28 Ibidc’ p616-
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Froehelﬁarrangeﬁ”the children in a circ¢le, symbolising the
importéhce‘of the group and the notlon of individual .
partioipationgz Thus Froebel recognised the problem of
téying‘to reconcile in an educational philosophy and in
practice, thé secmingly opposed claims of educating the child
as an Individual and educating‘the ¢hild aa)an element in
soclety. HMontessori,.Dewey and Mackie were each to face the
same problem and to answer it in individual ways.

Johann Friedrich Herbart was born in 1776 in Oldenburg,
Germany. A pupll of Fichte and a student of Xant's
philosophy, Herbart developed his own philosophy of education
and his statements were to have far-reaching results,
Herbartianlsm was. the outstanding Influence « the gulding
spirit = of education on the Continent ana 1n'Ameéicé at the
turn of the century. Herbart's ideas were by then being
dlsseminated by such educators as Sir John Adams, in England,
and De Garmo and the lMeMurry brothers, who had returncd to
America from Germany, anxious to spread the Herbartian

philosophy and psychology of Ziller, Rein and Stoy.so

The various Herbartians mentioned did much to re-define
and extend the original statement of Herbart. As the»
movement was one with which ilackie came Into close contact

its principal observations deserve some consideration here.

29 g.B. Frost, op.cit., p.25l.
30 I.L. Kendel, "Twenty-Five Years of American Education",
New York: Maciillan, 1324, pp.60=6l.
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What, thgn, ﬁaa the basic psythology of Herbart himself and
how were his ideas developed by the later Herbartians?
Herbart believed that the “soul" (mind) is a simple
reélity, posseésing no innate faculties, Indeed, on its
more negative side, the Herbartisn psychology was directed
against the old "faculiy" theory. According to Herbart,
the “"soul" is at first a éimple, distinctionless unity with
only the power to react upon impressions, but, through a three-
fold process of fusion, arrest and oomplicaticn, the soul
gradually develops distinct and differentisted "apperception
masses" which sct as a total force 1n.thé fusion with, or
repelling of, further presentations. Apperception masses thus
result from the fusing of ideas or impressions according to
their degree of similarity. The rising in'consciousness of
one of the ideas in an apperception mass, leads the rest of
that apperception mass to rise in vividness also. The whole
of the mass will then assimilate any newly~presented ideas
related to 1t, or repel others.sl
It 1s not difficult to see the implications of Herbart's
psychology in the development of teaching methods and
technigues., The notion of asgimilation by apperception masses
led directly to the establishment of the principle of recalling
and relating previously~learned material with newly-presented
31 A. Darroch, "Herbart and the Herbartiah Theory of Education.
A'Criticien," Tondon® LoRgugns, Groen 8ad Coc 1903, poelioio.
and Js Lasker, gp%g;g., p«16. _ 7 ,
and J. Davidson, "4 New Interpretation of Herbart's
Psychology and"duEEETEEEi‘TﬁEE?ETTEFSEEH’TKE"§HTTESoggx of
leibniz," Edinburgh and London: Willlam Blackwood and Sons,
1906, pp.72=79
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facts or ideas, while the conception of an apperception mass
as a bundle of like 1deas or presentations led to the
development of technigues involving the correlation of
gubjects.

Relating the, idea of fusion to the problems of
curriculum construction, De Garmo set out to plan & curriculum
that would establish a "eircle of thought,"” end in doing this
he formulated a set of principles to be followed.  ihese
were! chlild readiness; sequence of parts of s study;
organisation of subjects into major fields of study (e.g.
science and the correlatlion of like subjecis to éecura
"interest"); the pursuit of knowledze and the development of
character.32

Ziller, too, took Herbart's theory of the role played
by apperception masses in the assinilation of new ideas as
his starting point, and then developed his curriculum based
upon the “econcentration of studies." This concentration of
studies was meant to lead to the development of the child's
mind according to ethical principles. The ideas, or
Yeoncentrating foci" were to be so arranged that they égreed
with the stages of apperception « or the "natural" development
of the child's mind. The arrangement was also intended to

agree with the "natural epochs" concept, which claimed that

mankind in.its developmsnx had\passed through certain slages
of moral develogment and that the child, in an analogous way,

327G, pe Garmo, "Most Pressing Problems Concerning the
Elementary Course of Study," Ist Yearbook of National

Herbartian Society, 1895, p.1l.
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33
passes through the same stages.

ziller's curriculum was composed of his "concentrating
foci", or cenires of interest, around which other studies
were concentrated, Such cther,studies included geography{
natural aciences_ahd mathematics. The classics, which were
to form the basis of Ziller's curriculum were:
‘ Year ljrg Grimm’'s Fairy Tales -
Year zfg;n“Robinson Crusoe

Year 3 Legends

*e

Year U Sagas '
. ,Year 5 't Selection from the 0ld Testament

Year 6

-

The Study of the Prophets and the
Life of Christ
The Life of Jesus and the Apostles.

*¥ .

Ybab 7 |
The cﬁrriculum would then culminate with a study of the
Refcmnm;im'x\.ﬁl 1t was ziller, too, who developed & definite
method for the teacher to employ when presenting material.
Once agaln, this method 1s based upon the “apperception
masses” principle., Known as the "five formal steps?" Zziller's

method comprised:

33 7, Ziller, "Grundelgung Zur ILehr von erziehenden
Unterricht," 2nd ed. p.455, (quoted by G, Welss, "Herbart
undufeine behula," Muenchen? Verlag Ernsi Reinhardt, 1928,
Pe2liie

54 i, Rein, “"Grundlagen der Pacdagogdk und Didsktik,"
Lelpzig: Quelle und Leyer, 1919. (a detailed plen of
studies based upon Ziller's ideas appears at the back of

this book).
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a) Analysis: This step involves the recall of
. previously=learned subject matter which has
relation to the new material the teacher aims
to present, _ -

.b) ¥resentation: In this step the new material is
‘ clearly presented by the teacher.

c) hssociation: Following the notion of "apperception
magses” the new material is compared with the old
and likenesses and differences are noted.

d) Generalisation: This is a consolidation step in

which likenesses and differences are given statement
in some definite forn.

€¢) Utethod? This final step involves the application
of the new knowledge in some practical way, in order
to consummate the process. 35
The question as to what extent the work of Herbart was
being expounded at Edinburgh University at the time Mackie
was g student thsbe should now be considered., Ilie came
immediately under the influence of Simon Somerville Laurie,
the Profeseor of Education and a fine administrator. Iaurie
was & philosopher who had achieved wide fame through his
many writings but there seems to be some dlssgreement as to
whether or not he subseribed to the lerbartisn philosophyQ
Da?idsan, in the preface to "4 New Interpretation of
Herbart's Psychology," refers to Laurie as "his o0ld chief"
and declares that both Laurie and Darroch evidenced ¢
. 3
"philosophical antagonisn" to Herbart's educational theory",
while others link Laurie's name with the Herbartiens. |
22 A, Hackie, in an undated Method Lecture included in Sydney
- Zeachers Colleze Archives: Hnvelope marked "Professor
Mackie - University Papers." It is interesting to note that
the later development of this lecture ineluded in "Studies
in lducation"(1932) as "The General Lature of Teaching

contains no reference to cither Herbart or Ziller's five steps
36 J. Davidson, op.cit., Preface, p.VIa

37 s. Lasker, Op.Cite, pel6.
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Darroch was épenly critical of certaln aspects of the
Herbartian position but it 1s argued here that Laurie had
not made a definlte break from it, He hed a regard for the
Herbartians although he was not limited to a full acceptance
of the Herbaritian psycnology.,

Considered by some to be the most outstanding
educationist in Scotland during the latter half of the
nineteenth century, Laurie enjoyed an outstanding career as
a8 teacher, writer, administrator and lecturer. In 1855 he
was appointed Secretary of the Education Committee of the
Church of Scotland and Visitor to the schools under the
supcrvision of the churche A year later he was appointed
"Visitor and Examiner of the Schools under the Dick Bequest'“ss
Thus Laurie became the chief controlling force in the majority
of schools in the country, enabling him in the next fifty years
to greatly influence the course of Scottish education. In
1876 he founded the Association for Promoting Secondary
Education in Scotland and through its activities helped to
clear the way for the important DLducation Act of 1878, which
advanced the cause of secondary education in Scotland.

It was one of Laurie's fondest wishes that Education
would be recognised as a University subject and he persisted
that this end should be obtained. Finally his tenacity

38 For an interesting acéount of the foundation and
administration of the Dick Beguest, see A, Morgan, "Makers
of Seottish Educetion," London: Longmans, Green and Co.,

3 Dal .
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What are your credentials? It seems to me that one

who stends before the world and professes to educate

is gullty of an impertinence unless he can produce g

conmission, not I'rom a univeraity or college, but
from God Himself,.," 442 .
Laurie further developed this religious ideal or
purpose for educating, when he cleimed, "The crown of the
edifice of human thought, human life, end therefore human
education, is religion ... Passages of Scripture, prayers
and hyms should be committed to memory at all 8tageS..e.”
WWith reference to the method Laurle propounded, it is
agein submitted he accepted, to a large degree, the
principles laid down by the Herbartians. Several rules for
the presentation of a lesson were proposed by Laurie and an
&5aminaldn, or these "rules" or steps show a close resemblance
to Ziller's formal steps. Laurie maintaineds
a) That nothing should be taught as an isolated unit
but that by guestioning and revision the teacher
should “prepare the nind of the pupil, and then
present the lesson with due regard to this
preparation.” ,

b) The work should be presented “"analytico-synthetically.!
That 1s subjects should be reduced to their elements
sand then built up sgain.

c) "Follow the order of mind growth in educating" and

4) "Extend the knowledge on the basis of the already
known." .

Eé S Sn Laur‘ie, Q-Cit., p.B.

h‘3 Ibidv, pp:hl&*le.

Lk Tbid., pp.273-281.  This ic but & brief summary of laurie's
statement on method. It should also be noted that Laurie's
notion of the way the mind grows was not, in any way,
connected with a "natural epochs' theory. It was a matter
of growth by aevelonm nt from the known to the unknown.
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In each of these "rules” Laurie closely adheres to the
gensral Herbartien principle of aseimilation. It 1s the |
final rule, however, that is the most significant, for it is
in this statenment that Laurie indicates his departure Crom
the Herbartians, and inoidentally, exposes the Achil;es'
heel of Herbartian psychology. The teacher's final step,
according to Laurie, should be to ievoke the will of the
pupil in acyuisition and action".h) In considering the
active will of the pupll an esseniial element in education,
Laurie indicated a distinction between sensation and active
reason. He still considered the process of "assimilation',
in the Herbartian sense of the word, to be a good general
guide, but he made thc point that HMan himself was something
greater than a mere puppet and that "Reason and Jill ... are
outside and above the range of their mechanical activity;" °
Herbartians like Ziller had underlined the importance of the
teacher; his preparation and presentation of material. Go
far as this writer has been able.to discover, Laurie found
no fault with this, but he went'fuhther than the lerbartians
in that he indicafed one mugt not forget the Independent and
active mind of the child, In summing up his convictions on
this matter, Laurie wrote:’

"ﬁﬁile the ruleé-suggested by the process of

- assinilation must be observed in a large spirit, we

must salways bear in mind that the distinctive :
character of the mind of the child is that it is a

7ill or %ill~-reason, itself seeking, by virtue of
its form of activity - truth of fact and law and
conduct." 47

u"g Ibide, p.281.
L6 1pid., p.289.
LL? Ibidu’ p02890
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As Laurie was Alexsnder lackie's first Professor of
Education it;is reasonable to assume . the young student was
influenced in his thinking by the great philosopher and
teacﬁcr. It is very doubitful that lackle ever espoused
ILaurie's religiously-based ideal as his own. Nevertheless,
it was possibly from laurie that hé learned the importance
of having an ideal a_even'though it differed from Laurie's.
In the fine old philosopher Xackie could also see the wisdom
of founding such an ideal upon the fullest possible
knowledge - and that lackie did believe‘an ideal should be
held on sﬁch grounds has already been shown. Again, Mackie
was to depart from Laurie's rather fixed ideas about method,
“but he discovered from Lauric the simple good sense of having
a method in mind before attempting a lesson -~ and the
necessity for sound preparation. In consldering the
lerbartlans were wrong in not recognising the individual
will and reason of each cinilld, Laurie indilcated the essential
difference between stuffing a mind full of facts for mere
'afier-reproduction and so disciplining the mind that it is
able to reason for itself and this, too, was a2 lesson Mackie
never forgot. Laurie's conviction in this matter is clearly
shown in his book, "The Training of Teachers and Methods
of Instruction":

" "Go into a school where children are learning history,

and you will find a huge black-board covered wlth the
names of kings and battlefields, and an accumulation
of dates that would provoke the laughter of every
cultivated mind not depraved by working the system.
As to granmar, we have not once met ... little girls
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of seven with their slates covered with lists of nouns!
Ag well might we ack them for lists of the £ixed stars:
ess and the Deparinent ... reguires the children to
waste thelr valunble time in geiting up the name of
every insignificant locality in the county-localities
which were unknovm to inspectors themselves, although
they had traversed the county again and again in the
discharge of their duties, until they especeially got
them up for the sole purpose of torturing children and
turning the study of pgeography into ridicule.” LS

Such should not be our aim, Lauric declared. Rather it
ohould bz to "start the whole of their (the childfen's)y'i
intellectual and spiritual life into‘activity."ug That Mackie
grasped this lesson well may be judged'from the foliowing
paésage: | |

"The organization of instruction," declared lackie, "and
the methods of teaching will be so designed as to
encourage the learaner to independent thought on the
subject matier he is studying. The amount learned may
be less, but an independent attitude of mind, some
power of critical judgement and of dealing with novel
probvlens will be developed," 50 )

AR the'fivst Profescsor of lducation at Idinburgh and as
the institutioﬁ of Chairs in Education had been largely the
result of his insistence, Laurie felt it his duty to prove
the worth of Univercity traiﬁing in teacher preparation - both

in itself and through the intellectusl contsct students of
. , ‘ 51 .
education would have with others in the University. In

48 5.8. Laurie, "The Training of »eachers and Methods of
Instruction," Cambridge: University Press, 1902, pp.125-126.

h’g Ibido’ p«128,

50 A. Haekie, "The Educational Needs .of Today," Educatgg% a
Democracy, ed. !/.G.K. Duncan, Sydney: Angus and Nobertson Ltd.
in conjunction with the Australian Institute of Politicsl
Selence, 1936, Dpe5=6. : : ,

1 A, Morgan, "Makers of Scottish I'ducation,"” op.cit., pp.195-
196 Horﬁan regorts that it was owing to the good foundation
he (Laurle) made that every male teacher and the majority of
female teachers in Scotland now take full graduation gourses
at one or other of the Universities.” p.196. '
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In June, 1903, Lourie was succeeded as Professor at
Bdinburgh by one of hig ass*stanﬁs and a former student,
Alexandep Darroch. Lachie studied and lectured as assistant
under barroch, &nd'although Darrdch’s‘influence uﬁon him does
not appear to have buen so extensive as that of L&uiie,
Darroch's ability as a lecturer, philosoﬁher and writer made
a contribution to the developing philosophy of tackie -
especially in his émphaéié upon the importance of'expérimental
psychology, in his assessment of ﬁarbartian prinéipiés and
practices and in his obvious regard for thu work of the
American, John Dewéy.5u

liven before his appointrent as Professor of Kducation,
Darroch's brilliance as an authofity on the Herbartian
Theory was recognlsed and heiwaﬂlinvited by thé.Senatus of
the Zdinburgh University to deliver a public course of |
lectures enﬁ%tlcd, “herbart anu the llerbartian Theory of
Lducation“.)) These lecturea were later published 1n book
form and some consider it to be the most authoritative
examination end criticism of the Herbartian statement ever
made.5§ o - |

' Unlike Laurie, Darroch was not prepered to accept

either the ideal or the psychology behind the Herbariian

5k fie Darroch, “Education and the New Utilitarianism, "'
london: Longmans, Green and Vo., 1914, pres, 9 &nu 15.

55 Ae ilorgan, opecitas, p.212.

56 Ibid., p.212.
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statement. He was willing to acknowledge the Herbvartian
method for presenta ionn of a lesson =~ bult only as one |
possible method ~ not the only one, and evean then on
arguments other than those adﬁanced»by the Herbartians.

In considering the Herbartisn ideal, Darroch maintained
that it was invalid to bring to educational thought
restrictive theblogical pre-supﬁoéitions. Bis ideal fdr
educéhién - and incidéntally Mackie's also, was a much more
pragmatic statement, concerning itself with the continﬁal |
betterment of soclety but not towards gome theolbgiéally
pre-deternined end. Laurie and Hérbart agreed'that the end
of edﬁcating and the end of soclety were Yto glorify God and
enjoy Him forever." Darroch and Mackie argued there had to
be'an 1d681 for eduacation bhut they ald not express any views
ag to m definite or pre-determined end for min or for socicty.
All they were prepared to assume was that nan, educated to
thé fﬁllest of his potentiul, could coﬁtribute towards a
pragressively better society.

_' The ﬁerbartian psychology was condemned by Darroch
bedause it was baszd only on empirical and metaphysical
foundations. Darroch pointed out that empirical observation
must be supplementpé by careful experiment, so that "we
nay obtaln a knowledge of the child's native endowment, and
50 be able to direct his eduqaﬁion!tnat he shall realise

himsell to the best advantage, and thus be ablé.tO'perform



87

the service to soclety for which he 1is best adavted,"
Darroch zlso objected to,tha mchanical nzture qf the
[lerbartian psyéholagy, declaring:
"7e muct conceive of the whole process as a Hlind,
mechanical result effected on the soul and not by
the soul (mind) ... and this logilcally leads to
the idea that education is & mere mechanical = .
Joining of idea to idea, and that 1t is & process
effected without the activity of' the pupil." 58
On the positive side Darroch was in agreement with the
Herbartians in their proposition that all knowledge should be
a careful development of previous knowledge and he was not
opposed to the use of the five formal steps as a method, on
the condition that the teacher made use of the stages
"agsociating" and "systematising” the knowledge to develop
and discipline the active mind of the child and not Just as
a "more refined and delicate' process of assimilation.so
Although Mackie's beliefs and practices cannot be
related in a definite way to any influence upon him of
Darroch, it 18 contended Darroch's example would have made
some impression upon Mackie because of their close friend-
ship and clese working asgogiation. Certainly they had some

ideas in common. With reference to the Herbartians, Wackie

57 A, Darroch, "Zaneation and the New Utilitorisnism," ope.clt.,
pslx.2q . R

58 4« Darroch, "Ierpart and_the Herbartian Theory of Fducation.
A Criticism,"” oOpecite, D20

59 Ibido’ 'po390. ‘

60 Ibid., pp.109-110.
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mentioned Herbart and the formal steps of Ziller in his
61
lectures to students, but only in an historical context. e

was prepared to accept the method, but not exclusively. On
& number of occasions he defended teachers and lecturers who
used metho%s out of favour with Inspecliors and other
2

"experts”. ile did this on the ground that the results
obtained wers good and that no one method 1s necessarlly any
better than another. Iacklc favoured any method which
led to the realisation of a worthewhile aim.

 One socelal refereace to lackie and the lerbartians
should be made at this point for the statoment made in it
suggests Mackie was exposcd to definite and lasting
Herbartisn influence. In a paper delivered at Jens,
He Tasman Iovell, stated:

"ilot only in America but also in Ausiralila, the German
dafluence has made its mark with regard to Educetion
nd Instructions This Influence hug operated in part
directly, in part indirectly. Directly, it works not
only through Dr. Smith, Director of the Teachers
Training College in Melbourne, bus also through
Professor Mackie, Principal of thoe Teachers' College
in Sydney. Both of them have spent some time 1n Jena.
Indirectly the Germun influence in pedagozy has been

experienced through numerous German, Inglish and
American writings.” €3

01 a, Mackie, “The tork of the Class Teacher,” op.cit.
62 A, ¥ackie, ¥emo to the Under Secretary, 16th December, 1924,
Sydney Leachers College Archives: Letter Book, 1924,

63 ile be“ann Tovell, "Die herbartische Padagogik in
keu~sud-’ales, Australien," Padagogischen Universitats -
Seminar 2u Jena # Yol 0}\'1! 'Y 1913 e
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Although there are no rcferences to any experlences at
Jdena in the numerous letters Vackie wrote to his father, 1t
is gquite concelvable that he did moke a short visit, or visits,
theres. Indeed one leticer to MYackle from a close friend,
innie A4 Chisholm, invites him to join "Robble" and herself
"somewhere in Gepmzny this (1903) sunmer snd spend a 6.
fortnight with us before takinzs up your dutiec in Jena." N
It nmust be advanced, hovever, that visits made to Jens do
not necessarily icply a full or even a pertiasl acceptance
of the Herbartian poaition. Certainly in the casce of
Darroch, this was far frbm being the conseguence of trips
therc.  lie too, mede vicits to Jena but he indicated in a
letter to Mackle that such journeye vere notivated by purely
acadomic interest and not Tronm cny desire to embrace the
ilerbartion cause. Indecd, in the sene letter, he describes
Herbartionion as & "diseas2” against which he had ueen
Tostronsly inncéulated,“ and he couﬂsele llackde to be
especlally on his guard at Bangor. '"Téke care,” ha warnis,
#thut you do nof follow the same exarple as your fellows.
There io sowm=thing in the atmosphere of Bangor that makes the
disease prevall.”

m the pragmatic condition that "if 1t vorks then

use it," Hackic considercd the five formal steps admissible

bl Hgttor from Ancie », Chisholn to lackie, 7th June, 1903:
Hackic Lanily papers.

65 Lettcr from ilexander Darroch to liackie, 9th June, 19053
Mackie family papers. - '
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as a method, but he was no more converted to the Herbartian
ideal and psychology at Jene than he was at Bangor, or by
the "indirect" influences in llew South Wales referred to by
Lovell., Indeed, the empirical and mechanical nature of
Herbartianism were unacceptable to Mackle who, in many €6
articles showed he believed in an experimental approach.

In this respect, too, Mackie and Darroch wers in obvioua~
agreement although it would not, perhaps, be correct to
suggest a definite influence of one upon the other. It is
more likely that they simultaneously welcomed the work of
experimental psychology and saw its potential for the
development of sound educatlional procedures. Itlis

submit ted, however, that Mackie went a step further than
Darroch in that he not only studlied and recommended to others
the work of experimental psychologlsts, especially Professor
Cyril Burt, but he carried out experimental work‘himself and
would have done much more in this regard had reasonable
facilities been made available.67 His work in this fleld was
of a ploneer nature in Hew South Wales and 1t 1s interesting
to note that i1t was recognised overseas, On the 2nd
December, 1914, he received a communication from Petrograd,

informing him of his "unanimous election" as an "honorary

66‘3.3., A. Mackie, "Experimental Education," Schooling,
Vol.IIXI, No.ij» HMay, 1920. and Chapter VI of this thesis.
67 1bid. and letter from Mackie to the Under Secretary, 30th
October, 1918, in which he requested the establishment of
a research scholarshlp in Experimental Lducation at the
college and letter from Mackie to the Under Secretary, 16th
March, 1926, in which he reyuested the provision of a
school for experimental work. Records of the Department
of Lducation: State Archives, Sydney.
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f 68
member of the Society of Experimental Pedagogy."

It would seen that the influence of Darroch upon
Mackie is limited to the influence which results from a
close ﬁrofessiohal relationship, an obvious mutual respect
and.a éimilar outlook. Their relationship was more the
rel&tionship cf contemporary educatora than that of
professor to acholar. It is suggested that their mutual
regard and friendship strengthened thenm both in the
determination of their philosophies, which were eeparate
and yet similar. This simllarity is eeen when one compares
the following two fundamental statamsnts. Darroch's most
definite statement of his philosophy 1s found in "Education
and the New Utilitarianism," published in 1914s In it he
stated:

"I propose ... assuming that the pragmatiat furnishes
us with the dvest working hypothesis for educational
guldance ... I have called this pragmatic spirit, as
embodlied in a philosophle system, the new
utilitarieniem, 69 ... The main aim of the school

‘should be to endeavour to secure the future social

efficiency of the individual, not only in the carrying

out of some particular duty snd In the rendering of
some particular social service, tut also, if possible,
go to educate him that he may aild in the advancement
of society." 70 ~

Consider once again Mackie's statement in "The Training

of Teachers in New South Wales" and compare it with Darroch's,

Bgrzettér from Professor A. lletgchajeff, President of Soclety
of Experimental Pedagogy, to lackie, 22nd December, 191lh:
Mackle family papers.[de, supra fac}.imi](, of lefter oPPOSt"e P 68

69 A. Darroch, "Lducation and the lew Utilitarianism," op.cit.,

130
70 Ibide, pe9e
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Mackie asserted: _

"The ideal so perfectly expressed by Plato must still
be our controlling aim, namely, to surround the c¢hild
in his earlier years with those influences which
soclety Judges to be healthy for body and mind, in
order that beliefs and opinions may become Ingrained
in conduct while, however, so training the understanding
that at a later stage it may be Litted to criticise
those beliefs and opinions and, if necessary, rebuild
the intellectual and social structurs in accordance
with them,® 71 o |
The limited influence of Keﬁbartignism upon Mackie has

'received our attention. The work of Rousseau and Pestalozzi
would have,atrengthened‘his.donviction}of the importance of
the individusl in society and we kncwfﬂackie‘waa prepared to
accept as useful the "direct" method.and the "object” lessons
. 2
so popular when he first came to New South Wales. - Indeed,
later in his career, he suggested the method was being “too
much neglected in school, yet a form of teaching mhich
regults‘in very thorough and effective teaching."

It was, incidentally, the development of objects, or
“educative toys" by Maria Montessorl and their use in
individual developmental object lessons which made Hackie
such an early supporter of her work. The principles laid
down by Froebel, coupled with the ideas of Montessori, were

largely to guide the plonesr work done in Blackfriars

714, Mackie, "The Training of Teachers in New South %ales,*
Bydney: Govt. Printer, 1915, pe.llb.

72 tnterview granted the writer by Miss Z. Skillen, "Mifton"
Convalescent Hospital, Roseville. 19th June, 1967.

73 A, Mackie, "The General Nature of Teaching," Studies in
Edncation, __Eocito’ pcllsb
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Practice School, under the general head of Miss M. Simpson
and with the encouragement and co-operation of the Prineipal
of the'college-YQ v | |

althougﬁ’many intluences contemporaneous with '
Mackie's formative years could be asserted Lo have had some
effect upon his thinkinv, 1t is intended to consider
seriously only one more - the influence of the "Progressive"
education movement in the United States. The close |
resemblance of Hackie 8 notions of individual - State
welf'are unlity and a progressivaly developing scciety with
the ideas of the Progressives in America must be exanined.,
One must decide whether Mackie's ideas were influenced in &
direct way by the work of Dewey, Kilpatrick and the other
Progressives or whether his ideas were supported by their
work but were guilte independent of it.

It was in 1882 that llerbert Spencer made an impressive
lecture tour 'in America. Already in his books "Social
Statice" (1850) and "First Principles - " (1862) he had
becocme the great proponent of evolution to the American
people and the teacher of what came fo be Known as "Social
Darwiniem," He introduced the notion that there is
continual evolution in society and that this is natural and

to be expacted. ile felt’eﬂucation would be most effective’

h L.g., letter from MeMa oimpson to Chief Inspector Dawson
in which work being done in 1910 is outlined. Sydneyt
Records of Department of Zducation: State Archives, 8th
Decenmber, 1910, and cf., letter from M.M, Simpson to the
Under Secretary outlining a proposed course, for parents,
on the lNontessori Method being used at Blackfriars, Sydney:
Records of Department of Education: State Archives, 13th
March, 1917.
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‘4f 1t prepared for life as it is. Frank Vard, in "Dynamic
Sociology"” went a step further, declaring that the
evolution of the mind gave man the power to g;ggég change
and not merely just be part of it. Willlam James, in his
"palke to Teachers on Psychology,"” supported this notion.
- These men were the harbingers of the new, progressive |
movenent in the tnited States and their idess are similar
to those asserted by Hackie.7 |

Perhaps the first of the practical teachers to adopt
progressive methods in the United States was Francis HN.
Parker, whose "Talks on Pedagogics" (1894) outlined ideas
which he had put into practice In several experimental
schools. Dewey considered Parker's work to be of such
significance that he called him "the father of progressive
educations.'" Perhaps the greatest worth, eventunlly, of
Parker's work, was the interest it aroused in Dewey himself
and in William Heard Kilpatrick.

In 1873 Parker became the superintendent of a school
at Quincy, Massachusetts, and he Iintroduced there changes in
curriculum organisation end method that reflected the
teachings of Pestalozzi, Froebel and llerbart. He later

became principal of Gook County Normal School, I1linois and

75 For an authoritative assessnent of the Progressive moves
nent in America, sec L.A. Cremin; “"The Transformsation of
the Schools Progressivism in American Education 1 1057,

~_ New York: Alfred A. Xnopf, 1962.

76 s, Tenenbaum, "7illiam Heard Kilpatrick," New York: Harper
and Brothers, 1951. '




95

thers, too, e 1n$roauccd educational innovation° which
were to gain for him an internutional Peputation as a
progressive educator.77 - i

The Parker schools used a "form of education that can
be described as fairly close to experiencing; he wanted
everything taughtain terms of sense experience. IHe wanted
children to feel, smell, see, touch and taste things."78 of
Parker's work, Kilpatrick declared,

"ees he was the greatest man we had to introduce

better practices in the country's schoole. I

would say now that he took Pestalozzi's ideas

and improved and enriched them and carried them

forward. Ue preceded Dewey, but Dewey came

along with & much finer theory, & much better

worked-gut theory." 79

Cne of the influences which helped Dewey arrive at
his philosophy of edwation was the work belng done by
Parker and others in experimental schools. He displayed
his interest in such work when he later had publlished "Schools
of Tomorrow" and also when he set up his own "Laboratory
Sehool" in 1896. At this sechool he further developed his
theories and arrived at a philosophy of educution which
was to be the subject of his later writings.

Dewey*s "Sehool and Soclety' was publiuhed in 1899
and in it he pave his answer to the cacophony of volices
aemanding educational reforms of every sort and variety. If

traditional schools could not answer the community's needs,

77 I’b.‘ld. ¥ pc?G.
8 Tbid,. Y p-76-
79 Ibid., Pc?én



96.

then Dewey proposed o
"making each one of our schools anrembryonic'community
lif'e, active with types of occupations that reflect

the life of the lurger society, and permeated

throughout with the spirit of art, history snd sclence.

When the school introduces and trains each child of

society into membership within such a little community,

saturating him with the spirit of service, and
providing him with the instrument of selfmdiﬁection,

we shall have the decpest and best guarantee of a

larger society which is worthy, lovely and

harmonious." 80 ,

Here we have the key to Dewey L educational philosophy!
Eduqation, he declared, should reflect society but at the
same time provide for its improvement, its growth.

In "Democracy and Education", published in 1916, Dewey
further refined his philosophy. In this volume he maintained
that a democratlc soclety should be prepared for, and even
committed to, change g0 long as such change is organised
intelligently and scientifically. A democratic soclety, he
Bays, 18 "intentionally progressive" and ‘he defines education
in such a society as "that reconstruction or reorganisation
of exnerience which adds to the meanipa of experience, and
which 1ncrea§§s abllity to direct tho course cx subaequent
experience."

. The thinking of John Dewey was to have a strong
1nf1uence upon the life and work of the next outstanding
educator in the story of the Progressive movement, This

educator was William Heard Kilpatrick and he was to develop

50 L- e Cremin, op.cit,., D118,

81 5, Dewey, "Democracy and Zducation," New York: Macmillan,
1916 s PP .89"'90‘
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the "project" method for puntinu into practice Dawey's
principles.BZ

The.similarity betwean the thinking of the:Ametican
Progressives and tne ideaﬁ GXpressed by,Mackie_are too
close to be ignored. DPerhaps 1t 1s not really important
'to know whether or not Hackie’a‘iaeas enanated more or less
directly fbom them - 50 long as he waé, in fact, a2
progressive thinker and educator. cThcre\a:e at.least two
reasons for doubting that Mackle's ideas and philpsophy were
offshoots of the American Progressive School:

First, lackie's ideas of individual State unity and
a progrcssively developing soclety were ea#ly éxpressed in
his University essays, in which he acknawledgeé quotations
from lchte, Locke, Richter and even from lecturés delivered
by the Professors of his University. iowhere is there any
;mantion of the American Progressiveé. There would surely
be no :easo@ for such o young student to deliberately fail
to acknowledge such 8 Sourcc. ;He daid not thcn‘knqw that his
1deas and_wpvk were to become significant. In any ocase it
has been shown the source of ilackie's ideas was other than
the Progressives.

~Secondly, af the time of Vackile's University career

the idcas of thﬁ American Progressives had enjoyed no

62 Sa Tencnbaum, og.cit., Dellib,
andvW.H. Kilpatrick, "The Thcories Underlying the
Sxperiment, Horace lann Studies in Primary Education,"
Teachers' College Rocord, 1919, p.101.
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influence in Great Britain. Herbartienism was still the
popularp stud&; In Dewey's "Educational Essays" the editor,
J.J. Findley wrote,

"Hveryone who has followed the history of recent
educational thcory in Burope knows somewhat of the
remarkable influence exercised, largely undecr the .
energetic lcadership of Dr. Rein of Jena, by the
disciples of Herbart. In England, as in the United
Gtates, the study of ilerbartlan pedagogy came as a
kind of revelation. In 1890 scarcely any English
teacher knew of Herbart's existence; by 1896 almost
everyone in the Training Colleges was talking and
teaching the new pedagogics." 83
iven if the reader still Judges that Mackie's early

ideas concerning his educationul ideal places him in some
debt to the Americans then it must be conceded that his
finul "welfare" philosophy was an independent statement.

Iad Hackle worked in Anerica he would probably have become
one of the shining lights of the progressive movement and
would have been encouraged to experiment and report upon his
worke But this was the great difference between Mackie and
the American progressive educators, The Amerlcans were able
to put into practice, test, and further develop their ideas,
for liackle there were to be mony frustrations and restrictions
in a State which still bears the limitations of a closely
centralised and directed system. l'or Dewey, world fame
blessed his efforts, For lacklie 1t was to be a case of "a

prophet is not without honour except sees”

B3 Je Dewey, "dducational Essays," ed. J.d. Findlay, London.
Zditor's Introduction, p.6.
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In summarising the influences in the development of
rvaekie's educational ideas snd his philosophy it micht be
sald that rfom a8 knowledce of the work of Rousseau and
Pestalézzi, “noxle gathored an understanding of the importance
of the individusl. Such an understanding was further
deéQlaped and,refinég,whsn psychologzists like Burt impressed
Uackie with their surveye and experiments about individual
differences. troebel had indicated the importance of
considering the individuol as en element in society and Mecile
fully recognised this importance. Tt was from the Grecks,
howevers and especlianlly from Plato, that Yackie eculled ideas
which led to the development of his own s&ociul and educational
philosophy, a philosophy Pounded upon the notion of the unity
of individunl and [tate welfarn,

-Laurie influenced !'ackle by siressing the part ployed
in education by the will of each individual. In spite of his
reluctance %o break completely with the iierbartian i1dea of
assimilution, laurle emphanised the role ol the consclous will
of the childe. The importance Inurie gave to the holding of an
idenl founded upon sound knowledpe was also fully appreciated
by l'ackie, although lackie’s idcal wus somewnat dlifferent from
Jaurie'ss In the work of his Professor, too, lackie could sea
the desirability of university educuation for teacihoers und the

importonce of encouragling hipher education in rural schools.
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Although not a direct influence, the work of the
smerdcan Progressives und of Alexander Darroch strengthened
ackle's orn decision to adopt & pragmatic, experiuental
approuch wihen exusining educational problems. iackie,

Darroch end the american Progressives were in fundamental
agreement thut tho education of u man to his fullest capacity
contributes to the pro:iress of a developlng, democratic soclety
and their opinlons aboult the place of educatlon in such a
soclety were remarkably similar. Eowevér, it is stressed that
‘acxkie, far from beins & nere supporier of Dewey's 1deas, hnd
early develoned a phllosophy of his own,. iiis phillosophy and
the educational theory to o with 1t, were clear-cut, detuiled
ond foreward-looking. It is submitted hils ideas were as
preclscly=stated as any other prorressive educator, and those
1deas deserve a better fate than a dusty place on stack shelves

and numberasd mermorandn in various archives,
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ClL PR IV

PULL DEVELOPID = MAN AND STATS

Contemplution of the future, tackie's third and vital
factor 1n ilding an educational ideal 1mplies‘consiﬂerntion
of the future society and the place of the individusl within
that soclety. The product of such contemplétian becomes a
guide to the educator whose task 1t 18 to prepsre in the
present the citizen for thc future. In a dlctatorship or
buresueracy, under Hascism or Communism such an exercice ic
not dilfficults The purpose of elucstlon in each csase is &
limited one « to produce an instrument of the Gtutes .
Democracy implies much more than this. It 45 a living,
developlin: woy of lilfe in which each 1ndiv1ﬁu&1 i ullowed un
crziinl voice and in which each person plays an integral part;
Tt ds & way of life which allows for chunge aecordin: to the
will of the people and therefore they must be eo educated that
chunga will be synonymous with the progressive developmént of
societys Cuch & way of 1ife ascribes grest power to the
educutors of the nation and, consequently imposes e uslly great
responsibilities upon them. It is easy to indoctrinate. To
educate for a true and ﬁevelopihg denceracy nceds a further
dimension In thinking. It demands faith in chance end insizht
sulficient to educate in prepuration for it,.

“he inherent Aifficnltyin educating for & developing

democracy lics in the fact that the educstor must not impose
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his ovn idea of some definite mnd "perfect" soclety upon his
punils, This would be a vestrletive act and therefore a denial
of democratic right, A developing democracy implies
individual {reedom and it wasﬂsuch a soclety that Yeckie
envieared as his idesl, Thic it evidenced in the following
stuterents
"DENOCTACY ese 1mjlieu the coneeption of the intrinsic
value of esch 1ndiv1aual. It 48 prepared to ullow every
one tho opportunity of examining and forming an opinion
upon any yuestion - mesthetic, suientifiu, or political
~ anl fo give tho rlzhi to hold and express his opindons
80 formed eess he nust have the ehunce of the sort of
upbringin: thst will cultivate snd ilberate nmind end
body, 80 that in the measure of his capaclity he may be
Piited lor Independence.t 1
“hot sueh Independence leads to chance, ilacklie considered
in another passages
"Gince changes in lifemd structure are continuous,
it 48 not enough to prepare the young for socisl
life us it 1s. Zach must be trained ... not merely
to asocept, but to eriticise the socisal order, and
to endeavour to nake 1t a more fitting medium Lor
the good life." 2
Haokle considered communitles have been formed to promote
the velfare of each of their menbers, but he arrued that each
individual could achieve his greatest potentiazl only by
participation in social activity. "The community exists," he
declored, "to further individml welfare, but that welfare ean
: A

only be realised in some form of social 1ife."

1 4, nmexie, "The Educationsl keeds of Today.*‘ﬁducatigg'a
Bemccragg, 2001{7.' DPells
2 hs lnokie, "ihe Purpose of Hducation,” Studles in Education,
g.cit., "3612,; , ' o
5 Ibiﬂc, p.l?;




103.

It misht be su-gested that !aokie was not giving enough
enphasis to th@ claims of soclety but he argued that the aims
generally advanced iO& cducation - even the “citiaensnip" aimo,
depenied for their reanlication uncn the prcmoﬁiaﬁ of the
welfavre amnd hapﬂine"s of individunl pupils, Lﬁucatcru mirht
clain they are striving for the development of maral'charaoter;

» the fitting of the individual for 1ife or livelihood; or
the training of ihe child for citizenship. bLut ueile stressed
that one must go decper than this and ask way sducation should
ve gtriving for any of these results, The ancwer to that
yuestion, he declared, must finally be in terms of welfare.a
It was therefore incumbent upon Mackie to define what he meant
by welfare ond to show that such a definition agreed with hig
notion of individunl « State unity, or the way the wellaro of
the individu=l 1s identical with the welfare of the itate.

- In order to define "welfara" l‘ackie divided it into five
signiriéant parts, or elements. The fivat of these wag
physieal health and £itness of body. There are few who would
dissgree with lackie that this a "gnod" and he e entirely
gonsistent with his Cundanental notion of individunl-Ctate
unity. e points out that the physical health of the
individual 1o a soelsl as well a8 an individual Ygood.," That
the community does benefit from the good health of its

by He lackie, "”he wdms of lehooling," Bcheolgng, Vbl.zz, liceI,
ueptembe!', 1918, t?i
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Individual members has lutely been emphusised by the
Comnonwealih and the ilew Couth “ales Jtate Uovernments in )
their publicity end suprorit for the booklet "Réepiﬁg ?ita“)
rnekie had driven home the same point whon he declared:
Hohe person who ci:joys good henlth end ls physleally
eapable attains a higher measure of welfare, ani he

is et the seme time more elffective 88 e renber of

goclety. ilere, ihen, would be seen no dissgreement

between vwhat ic rood Cor cach and vhat iz good for

the community.” 6 .

.hile not sw:eating the edusator is solely responsible
for the physical health of the juvenile populution, lackie
regarded the school as being one place in which the conditions
necessary for healthy life and growth should be met-‘ ﬁa
discussed the dmportance of good design in buildingﬁg
ploygrounds and furniture. Uith referesce to school lessons
and oeccupations, he considered muny to Le "too eedentary." Ilie
then eritieised the lack of Ymdeyuate opportunities Dor games,
dances and the frecer Jorms of play” in many sceixools and,
while welcomin: tae introduction of medifcal Inspecilon and
treatnent of children o school ace, he deplored the fact that
such inspecetions haﬁ “pevenled to us a great mass of

7
preventable 111 health and physlceal deleci.”

2 e. Gee the remark by /A.J. Forbes, Commonwealth lMinister for
Hdealth, ¥4 ng ity Commonvealth Goverament Tarlater, 1967.
Although this book presents a plan for individual itness,
Forbes, on puge 1il ol tho forevword, stresses the national
iaportance of 4individual health when he states, Y... keeping
£4% is o nationul problsi znd skould be of great eoncern to
each of us."

6 4, ¥ackie, "The Slements ol Velfare," Stuties 4n iiduca
opscite, D420,

7 Ogsgitog paglo

-
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within his general discussion about bodily health, it 1s
¢ interest to note ackie muking reference to the inadeyuate
eqﬁipment oflpubiic parks an@ sohool @laygréugds. o cohtinued
by cénﬂemnin§ the faet that “1liitle hes been done to provide
trained suﬁervisorsrana attendanﬁs,”a | ‘
| @heﬁ discuésing Meokie's element ofv”bcdily‘heaith”,

Skillbeck has written, "Bodily health dmplies physical
- B 5

e

education, of wnich ‘ackie appears to have sald nothing at all.”
“he repder 1s left wondering Qhether Skillbeck eonsidered bodily
health implied anything more than just paysical educations It 1g
here submitted that lackie covered the matter of bodily health
competently, and thut he puccessfully linked his ctetenment

atout 1t with his general notian of the unity of individusl and
utate welfares It should be furtier stuted that, slthough

Hackie was not limited by the resiricted definition Cixillbeck

5 one must weleome the recent (1967) decision, made through the
conbincd efforta of the Ldacatlon Usportment, the Hornsby
Council, Lions and the local panel of "Australiaon Frontier',
to open the gymnasium, ploaying {lelds and refactory ol the
Peanant I11ls High School to the youth of the community and
to provide the services of R trained supervisor, whose salury
1g to be genersusly snbsidised by the lornsby Councils This
is a pilot scheme but the splendid o tiendance proves the need
for it and success is already well assured. ‘The scheme is
applauded but one must regret so 1little hus boen done before.
Aig 4n so nmany other things, Yackie pointed the way for this
type of community service as carly as 1932, (lee Consultation
Report, "Australiun Irontier', "The Needs and Provlems of
Younz Ceople dn Pennant fiills, Ul - 5 Ceples of furee
Consultations, Augusteictober, o "pali=5e
9 u. Skillbeek, "iducational Thousht in ilew touth "ales a%g
9514

Victoris, 1900-19393," !ls=de Thesis, Uydney Univeraity,
‘Pabla '
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has given he did, in fact, say snd write a good deal asbout
physical eaucation;lo ijowever, vhon discussing podily health
in the eleasents of welt'are, Vackie was stating a prineinle and
no% discussing physical education as a achool subject.

“ne second elencut ol wellare put forward by imckie, is
"the poosocolon @ad practice of o suitable occupation.” ile
dealared that this element 1s also a “oood! contributing both
to dandividual snd comnunity wellfare, ..gain most would agrae
that o oconienlal cccupution sllows the possessor not only to
earn a iiving, but glves him an important snd healthy 1ntérest
aud gemwdrally promotes the weifare of 'o‘"&ﬁera throush our inter-
depenieice éne upon the others iaciide pade {ic @eri;nen%
renarss that "economic ocsupatlon is Bomatﬁing to live [lor us
weldl ua o ldve bye It is & vocatlon 4o well as an dsccupution.
And 1 ocoupition ic one of the goods of 1ife 1% ouzht to be
scg"ll e didy howvevery point out that there im vome
dicagrecnent wish his porition on ihis poinkt. Hussell is
quosed as ong who hnlds the view thot all nald wodk 19 an evil

i2

rather thin a good, bLut 'acxle regarled such & view as

10 p.ge tee article by !'uekie in Hlghooling™s VolseTIT, LoeSe
July, 1920, pe130 in wihich he condemns the existinzg course of
poyaileal exercices and swgestc g course comprising Yoames,
riythoie exepeises unl dancinn' to replace the Yeourse lnid

~oout by the nilitary authority.Y"

i1 4, i'mglkile, "Che Licments of Tellare,” [tudies in Tducotien,

,QRacdlay Dol

12 Toide, pe23 !amekic ynotea B, Russell, "Principles of Soclal
segonolirnctiong! n.17 in which Hussell claims, “.lmost all
pald work is done {rom desire, not {ronm lmpulse; the work
itsell 45 more or less irkoome, but the peyment Lor it is
desiveds %he various wotivities that £111 8 man's working
hiours, are, .. governed msinly by purposes, not by imoulses
towarda those activitics.”
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unheslthy and submiitted that it should never occur if each
person hos been educated to do, and is doing, the job for
which he 1s inctely nost éayablec

- Uaekie elaimed that cducation can do a good deal to
prepare eacn Individucl Lor carning o livine in & eatisfectory
occupa%ion: ns e thody Eﬁ surrestoc, 1o effcetive vocational
guidgncegl) Inerewasing bainlihe lengih of sc&oal 1ife and the
nupbelr of coursedy would nloo, Jaczie clulmed, helglté encure
sound preparation for sulisble occupntionc. YThe inerease of
cducational opportunity snd the lengthening ol school life will

aloo help to bravenﬁ bad or uuduly restrdcted choice of

occupations  “he provicion of varied courses of siudy, and in

-,

, |
particulzyr of courses for the siudy ol industry and business, may

also lielpe” |

“he type of education thet lackie coucidersd sultable in
meetin: tnls geoeral principle of education for vocaticn will
be exanined in more detail when relating ¥ackic's philooophy
to the eurriculum. It was not incumtent upon him, wien stating
such geneprsl principles, to fnfmulate any partlculsr cuyrriculum
~ indesd 1t will be shown that any sach definlte curriculum wes

right in the toeth ol what "ooile counsidered thes best

i s e R , ,

;1“ Tbides pe2Bs Also A. Macklie, "Voecational Guidance,! Beh%aiggg.
VoleVil, lioes, July 19254, in which leciie su gects experts )
should beresponsivle {or gsuch work instead of headrusters or
headmistressess FelBl £

ik s, Hookie, “The Hlements of velfare,” Studies in Tducstion,
onetitey, Dellis Vi€ 8l80 Al lamoitle, "inimun ceiooiing,'
scaoolggg. Volely HOe2, iiovember 1917, ppe3°«li0, - and
se onClkle, “EBducatlion for YWork and leisure,” Sehooling,
VoleIIIl, [i0el, Ootober 1319, pPpe3=10. ' '




103,

educational thinkins. e did, hovever, delfine the purpose
ot the edwcator in regard €o the "occupation“ elenent of
wellares. 7t purposey woo to note the -ollowin?‘

1) 3» to educate a3 to develop the power of makinz a
real cholce of occupution, thougn we may well admit
that soclinl conditions way haumpey the exﬁreise4m
such a choice; 2) to provide upprapriate training
for the occunation choseny 3) to make cleav that all
occu)atien 1s @ sociul service; and 4) tist occunaltion

5 1ife as well as 1ivelihood s.e) 5) that for those
likely to engage in mechenical,; unskilled, or mMmutine
ocgusation, there ic speclsl nced for developing
recreative interest that will give the pisy of mind
end tody that thelr occcupation feils to provide; and
6) that no one merely because of tho mesgrenses snd
insuricicney of hic upbringing should be compelled to
enter upon unskilled and distestelul work." 15

Liucators keeping in mind thoce six gemeral principles

coucerains occupation, iHaockie felt, would advance Loth

ndividual welfare und the welfare of the conmmunity. They would
ds this by helping to prevent both poor cholces of occupubion
and inadejuate prepuration for occupatlous Gkillbeck Jjudges
such s elaim to be "optimistic”, ile declares that "the
eritic would Jeer" and states thet tlackle "has prepared no case
to subsatantiste his claimﬁu“lj siow 4t does pot fall within the
province of this chapter to discuss Umokis's theory of the
curriculum and the linkins of thic general nrinciple concerning
oceunction as a welfare elcment with Usekie's meny other more

7
specific atatementu ubout education for occupation, educstion

15 ﬂa muchie, "The nlements uf Telfare," Ltudies dn Fducat Lon,
opecite, Delle :
New South ‘alos and

16 | e Ckillbeck, ““’ucati
1 PR
17 ie tacwic “bducation for orK and Leisure.“ Sehool ;”n
VolaeITI, quIg Oetover 1919, Ppe3«l0e
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18 | |
Lor leisure and educctlion ceeoiddng fo the capacliy and
19 '
intercets o the ehilld. Tt 1c the opinion ol the wrilier,

horever, thet nekiec's sencrval nrineiple regarding thice
clement of welfare was loically presented and that it 18
conslnton ﬁith the reat of hia phil@zaphy.

Tae third elezent sdvanced by lzekie is slso In agreonent
wvith his notion of 2 dovelopin: deaccracy wud bis conception
of individual-State unity. le argued thai, in sueh a State,
popticipation in political life was a third; Iimoortznt "good!
Lor st the Indivridusl and the ltate. o nolnted oul taat
the wilgat of ©ll to share In the publie 1life of the commnity
Lad boon Loth admltted ia theors and recognised in practice by
the widih of the framchlce.zo Iakie was eoncerned, hovever,
that the richt be ons that wao deserveds Imiverzol sulfrage
1s a matter nint only of richts bul of qbligatiena. The
necaspary conditlons fap the nroper exebéiﬁe of political richts
of 61l kinds, !ackie cnﬂqiueraa, were ade unate leisure and
proyer traininv.al Concernin~ the former he eontracted our
prasent aituation with th&t of the Greek Oiate ot the time of
Plato. Me acknowledsod Vlato to be right for his time in

. 22
limiting partleipation in politicaol 1ife to the fow or,

1ﬁ Ibiﬁ.ag ppnj-»l()g

1 5, Jaekle, "Repearch in\:ducaticn,“ Schiooling, VolelZ, o<,
uprxl 1019, pped7=-3Ces nd fie Lackle, “xperimental Sducation,®

¥ N YOleIV, lLioeIs Gotober ljhO, Ded il

20 w.-X@cgéu,"”qa Dlemenbc of Vellare," Ciudles 4n ducation,
0;}.@_&&.; I}agg- '

2l 1hid., p,:zm |

22 014, p.L,, Mackie refers to Flato's "laws", €LL.
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lackie declared, "She 1cisure}n¢cecsary and ite devotion to

public ihﬁerééfé wéﬁ pc:siblc'ouiy for the feﬁ, ani_ﬁus secured‘
Lt the eout of th@_e;oluxioﬁ}oﬁ o lavrge p&ﬁt pf;ﬁhé bdyui&tian-“as

liovever, hackle a?g&ed that improved matha&snbf Indussry had

+,

ch;ng&d this situstion und 4% vas now po::ﬁalo for all to enjoy
the nccegsary lelouwre foo aCu?VQ wlitical gg:u;cti¢ﬁ¢04."

| Zdueators are not o concerned wiihh the ”leibnye“ aspect
as wluh tha second or “a&eiuate trainin"” condition ’ melk ie
uivan»ed for efzective~particiw4yion in political 11%e. “The
veaucuﬁér,“ tacide ccn“enaed.” ot regard as one of hia aims
the cultivation of poliuical intellicence and nolitical
judzsrment and so grepore ithe young for political iife.“a

It will be reealled that izekie was never 4n favnur of

1mposing political eonvietions unan inﬂividuals; 1t bvein: his
belie?'thgt the ldeel sociul ctructure would‘efolﬁe throuch a
free purticipsation ol tho insividuals within the gocicty. ilow,
1% would hpgﬁdr that tvo conditions must be med for cuceh an
evolution to Leke plau gy oud it would nlso appear that a problem
pust be faced wad solved, Thz coandlitions, impliclt in the
aronositdon itéelf, arve thegez' The forn ol covernment nust be
demceratic and frec particination much elso be intellicent
purticination. Intélli;enﬁ participation in turn imnlies

-

traininge %uac provlen the eQuc”tO? e 1o lfase 4s this: Vhat

e3 Se Daekic, “The hlcmonts of Celfare," Studies dn aueat onl,
po28. ’
L Tbide, pe29e

25 Tbidey DelTe
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sort of training or preparation can be given without
indocirination? ‘Vould not the educator, in fact, sctunlly
be indoctrinating for democracy? Hackile made it clear that
thie was not what he had in mind, Once, when asked the
question, "If we believe in democracy, why not impose that on
our children from the very start?" he replied that the
yuestioner "apparently wants an authoritarisn state,
dispgulsced as s pseaﬁagdemccracic state seee I 40 not agree
2
with any such view." It is clear that the training given
rould need to be of a gensrzl character and not upon any
particulsr or partly lines, or even along lines that would limit
the student to a beliel thet democracy, as we now know and
underotand it, is the ultimate soclety. MHaokle susgested two
guide=lines educators might follow 4if his notion of training
for a developing democracy were to be aceepted. The school
mizht help, he proposed:
1)"By the developrent of the relevant sentiments and ideals.
Public spirit, patriotism and symputhy with foreimm
peoples must be trained.” end by
2)"ees forming the temper and developing the practical
intelligence nseded for understanding and sharing in
the government of ithe community” by encouraging
"participation in the varied life and occupations of
the echool.” 27
(nee again, it must be siressed that Mackie's statement

regarding welfare was a staterment of general principles and not

I ' ," opac 1t.; pp;30~51~
This book Is = publieatﬂon of papers read at the Januury 1936,
Conferences of the ,ustralian Institute of Folitical Gelence.
The gquestion followed the presentation of Hackie's paper,
"The Fducational ileeds of Today."
27 A, Magkie, "The Elements of velfare," Studies in Kducation,
opsCitey De29s
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a proposition regarding curriculum construction. Uackie's
thourhte on the "how" end “whet' of tesching, that is, methods
and curriculs, vill be exanined in the following chspters The
reader hos to Judge Hackie's "politicul wellare" statement as
a atatement of principle only and not as a prescription for
putting 1t into practice. |

The fourinh dmportant element of weifare "gekie offered
for consideration is the "good" of friendship and socisl lire.zg
ile argued that any person deprived of these “gﬁoééé l4vesn s
life less complete and less ﬁatiéryzné than he'should. Bearing
in mind Yackie®s notion of unity of individual and State
welfare the inclusion of this element in hic statement i not
surprisin: to the reader.s The welfure of the individusl is
further promoted, moct rould agree, by the security of friend-
ships and by participation in social lifes, It also secmn
reasonable to contend thut the stabllity of sny community group,
its integrity and general welfare do depend upon the mbility
of its constitucnt menmbers to live and work together in harmonye.
Magkie advanced the thought that sueh an ability ic important
in all areas of 11v1ng,'fram the home to the international
acena.29 ile claimed the school could pluy a part by "providing
for socisnl effort and cowoperationy not only in games, but in

the sctivities of the classroom."scﬁe pointed out that teachers

28 Ibidey pPe30e
3 Ibld., 9P930-3)-1~0

30 1v1d., pe3ls
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agre often guilty of encourcging extreme individuslism rather
thun social feeling, slthough he conceded there is a"place
for 1néividuai effort and competition, he Telt they were often
too greatly stressed, Cuch a contention is supported by
experience. Over-emphacsis upon competition with one's fellows
does not secm to be*aonﬁueive to the development of pood-will
and {riendship. Certainly the anprecintion of individual
diflerencea, ospacitles an%‘abilitiae which Mackle displayed «
in 8o many of his writings would supgest there 1s an innate
unfairness about competition unless such competition ve the
striving of the pupil mgainst his own previous "best',
Competition in the limited sense of garmes competition 1ig,
perhaps, more acceptable.

. Haokie was underlining the wisdom of aocini effort and
co=operation, as opposed to the practice of pitting one against
his fellows, and the development ol educational procedures has
supported hime Today there ic & growing tendéncy to pit the
pupil againct himself rather than against his fellows, and,
even in the reporting of the child's work to hie.parenta,'the
objectioﬁabia practice of showing class or grade position is
dying‘out‘a and one guspcets thet many a friendship might thus
be preserved - friendships of children and Iriendships between
31

8.5 Ae Machkles "Reaearch iu “‘ucation,” 0@l s
loelsy Aprid 1919. pp«97-58, and A. Hackie, "Experimental
HQueation,” sehoolini, Vol IV, H0.d, October 1920, pe3 £fe in
whicn Mackie discusses the edunation of normdl, backward and
advanced punils,
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parents, tooe. It iz transparently elear that 2 ehild with a
mental sge of nine cannot hope, and should not be encouraged
to hopos that he can compets with another possessing a mental
age4af»fou?teaﬁ. rarents mﬁst ha educated to an appreciastion
of thair ehildren's real abilities and capﬁéitiea and ba
encourazed to aspist in the development of tixéﬁ. This vill
help to do swoy with unhealthy competitive attituﬁes amongst
bhildran,and parentey thus helpins to promote the "gaoﬁwilli
friendship and symnuthy” which Yaskie proposed as his fourth
elenent of welfarao. |

Ag the posseasion of meceptadle mannera.and gpeech are
prereguisites for participation in social life, Mackie claimed
that the school has o duty to moke it vossibdle for all its
pupils to secure thems “Unlike materdal goods," Mackie declared,
"these things see nay be posgessed by all" and he was
eonvinced the school thuldédmake such possession easier.

Hackie ndvanced as his £ifth and final element of
welfare, the sttainment of e reasonable measure ol lelsure,
“The man who has no free tine, no leisure in.#hich to occupy
himself as he pleases atiains a measure af-welfare less than
he mizht have,” Yackle declared. lle had already diccussed

leisure as a necesoity Cor participation in political life and

32 de Maekle, "The Dlcoenic of Uelfare,” Studles in iducation,
. 0230'1_- Egg ?§3}+C
53 'Ibi(i-, paﬁ.h
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family or social 1ife, but lelsure conceived as his final
welfure elcment, is considered by Hackie as belng different in
guality to lelsure as & necessary pyereguisitejfﬁr fnlfilling
other clemenis."But leisure ic not merely sn insirumental
good", he argued, "1t 1c ulso un intrinsic one. It 4s
necessary for the advancement and grovih of' the &13&0"3&
 The time set aside ror relaxation, according to lackie's
proposal, was a time in which man c¢ould not merely be idle =
although the therapeutic value of a certain amount of idleness
was not denled = it was rather a time in which he could
indulse in recreational activities or “p}gy”g ¥ackie continued
by stating that "this play may take the various forms of pley
of body in sports and gemes, play of fancy and imsginction as
in the prcgugtion and enjoyment of apt, play of thought and
invention." = The fulfiilment of this element would thus
advance the welfare of the individual and the sporting and
cultural ectlivitien of the comnmunity and therefore be a "good"
for Loth. ‘
secording o Hameciie the school aguin hot an obligation
to promote the “lelicure” element of welfare by "cultivating
the Interent:, tastes gnd capacities which may later provide

leisure occupations.” ile felt that thexe should be a wide

3& Tbide, pPe36e -
35 Tbides DeZhe
26 Tbidsg Pe36e
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variety of occupations in schools in order to cater for
ﬂlvaréiiy ol tanies. Thus by providing scope Tor expression
thproush rames, liternture, art, science-and hénﬂiéraft und for
the appreclation of literature, music and applicd art, the
sechool woulé be dolng 3ta-shar@ to promote the "leiéure"
element of welfare. “he provision in some e&haqls today of
. Yelubs® periods, “option” periods or "Lree activities” periods
goen some of the way in meeting the suigestions made by Mackie
in 1932 but they cannot be consldered a full answer to the
problems The children sre still being robbed of their cultursl
heritage and will continue to dbe, until it is rgccgnised,nct
even ihe most outstanding primary teacher in the State is
eapable of being en authority in all subjects.

liagkie recopnised fthis problem forty years ugo when he
wrote; "There is a good deal to be saild, under existiing
conditions, ig Lfavour of subject teacners fo# Arty Manual Tork
and Ginging.“$ although one would hope he meant “iuysic" by
the lastementioned of these. Although there would Le early
difficultles regarding the troining of specialicis, orgasnising
thedir work from school to school and the provision of the

negessary finance, Mackis's sucrestion would repay serious

consideration,
[ MYagkle, “Cpceinlisn In Teaching;" Jchng sy VoleX,

1i0¢3s April 1927, psBZe



117.

It has been shown that Yaockie based his philosophy unon
the notlions of a develonin: demooratic gtate and the unity
ol individual-Gtaie welfare. ‘Yhe elements of wellare diseussed
in this chapter are, “anckic declared, "the gonstituents of
the good 1ife s+4 Ffound through an asnalysis of the conception
of welfare implicit in tho moral coimc:louaness”g;md he
stated the e«iﬁcatop'a business to be that of helping to promote
the physical, economic, political, social and ecultural
welfare of the younge Thic, he maintained would secure the
welfare of the State of tomorrows It remains, thm,‘in
examining lackie's further writings and work, to deternine
whether or not he remined consistent with the stated principles
of his philosophye '

38 A. vackie, “ihe Llcmonts of .elfare,” o
p43~3.
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Ciiapin ¥V

PRTVCTPLYS OF CUSRRICULIME AND MUTHOD

Dearing in mind ackie's conception of a developing
democracy end the place of each porson within sueh a soclety,
it ie interesting for one to examine his thoughts regarding
the curriculum and methods of teaching. It would have been
inconsistent with his expresscd philosophy had laekie outlined
a detailed curriculum in the hope that it would be prescribed
for use in the schools. Hyually it would have been out of line
with his notion of & developing soclety had he determined a
particular method or methods to be rigidly followed. liowever,
Iils poscition as Principsal of the Teachers®' College and
Professor of Iducation dexunded that he state hils 1deas
regarding both curricula and methods. iie had an obligation
to give some lead in these matters and he did not neglect
that obligation. Iie gave the lead without abandoning his
democraticnlly-based philosophye

The word “eurrlculum” usually implies 2 certualn degree
of presceription and resiriction. In a highly-centralised
systen of education 1t is the usunl practice to present to
the teacher g more or less detailed course which he is
expected to follow. There are, 1t could be su:pgested, nany
arguments in sunport of such a practice. In the first ploce
it night be su-cested uniformity throughout the Ctate i1s

desirable for such uniformity facilitates movement of
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children and teachers from one district to another,

Secondly it could ba argued that & preseribed curriculunm
ensures a careful gradation of work from year to year.
Thirdly 1t could ba’conteated thut the curriculumeploanners
are carefully chosen 8o that the resulting plaen of work
represents the best 4n teaching experience in the ttate, The
fourth argumenﬁ advainced in favour df & fixed curriculun 1s
that it allows for easler assessment of atandafda by the
inspectors as tﬁey move from school to schaoi. Finally those
who support the applleation of s fixed curriculum would lear
the development of educationul chaos without one, liow all
such arguments appear logical enough but thoy are based upon
certaln assumptiong which nced to be examined.

The f1§§§Z§§$¥fmusz be considercd when arguments for
fixed curricnlé are advanced is that it is, 1n’fact, possible
to produce a curriculum which 1g eyually valuable for all
pupils of a particulsr grade. Any appreeintion of individual
differences in capacity and interests would make such an
ascumption suspeect. Driefly the second supposition is that
pupils and teachers £ind adaptation from onc district to
another difficult Without the ald of a common course of work.
The third ic that teachers are incapable of develoging 8
curriculum to suit the particular environment and the speecinl

capacliies and interests of the children they teach. The

fourth 1is that the chlef business of the inspector 1z to mssess
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standards and the £ifth is thut chaos does result {rom the
repoval of & presoribed curriculun. T“here are serious
objectiona to all such opinionc and Tackle was not slow to
point them out.

"ackie's own thoughts regarding the imposition of a
fixed currliculum s seen in his discuseion of an arpticle
appearing in the Journal of the Inspectors' Institute and
dealin:; with the 1320 rovision of the syllabus for publiec
primary schools. Tackie cluimed that a perusal of the
article'auggeated fundarcntal questions end the answers to
thesoe questions were likely, he argued, to affect very much
the outlook and work of teachers. %he two groups of yuestions
80 suggested were:

1) Is a detailed syllabus published ue an official
docunment by the Zducstion Departcent desirablet That

is the need and value of such & syllabus? Do teachers

want 1t and ousht tiicy to want 1t?"  and

2) low are teachers to regsrd such a detailed syllabus?

Te 4t to be regarded as preseprlptive or suggestive?

“ust the schooling of all children be carried out to the

specificution thercin contalned, or is it merely an

1llustrative sample - onc among many egually good
syllabuces that may be in operation In the schools?

sndy agaln, dovs sueh a 8yllabus state the least that

every child should know and be uble to doi or the mos 71

That Uaclle rezarded s detailed, preseriptive curriculum
a3 beinc opposed to the best interests of educution the
reador 1s left in no doubt, 7The decision %o retasin such a

syllabus, Hackie felt, wao laprgely due to the notion that nany

17&. Héckie; "The Pbimaéy Oyllabus,” lchooling, VoleIV, liDs2,
wovenber 1920, ppe37=30.
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tenchers were "lscking salf-cohfidence or the professional
competence necessury for the plunaing of such courses.“z
“hile not denyin: there wvas a measure of fruth in such a
suggestion, ‘ackie deplored the fact that such & reason
should be advanced, or that the excuse for its being
.advanced should exist. Incompetence in the teacning
profession was detestable to lackie, who declared, "It is

sss ﬂeair&blé that the teaching service should be recrulted
by competent, trained, professional men and women, and one
evidence of this competence and tralning would sppear to be
abllity to plan as well as to cerry into effect a course of
study."

The remaris guoted above were made by Haockie in 1920,
but he had indicated hic objection to a fixed curriculum long
before that date. In December, 1907, ‘ackie made un
inspection of Uydney Grammzp Uehosol, at the reguest of the
trustees. UYhe report he made of the school exhibited hie‘
thoroughness, no subject escapigg his keen attention. The
organication of thoe school, averace lencth of school life,
arrangement of classes, staffing, time-tables, ejuipment,
courses of study and examination resulis were all discussed
in detail., The most interesting statement in the report,

however, is found in ackie’s discucsion of the curriculum,
Incidentully, in the course of the statement, he indicated an

2 Ibidcg pp;37~38:
3 Ibida, 9-38.
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alternative to g [ixed ecurriculun. ile wrote:

*The curriculum {or the Unper School is deteramined by
the rezulrementc of the Unlversity examinations, In
vicew of the recent dovelopments of educational thought,
this asrrangencnt cannot, in my opinlen, bC regarded us
altocetheyr satisfactory. During the pucst few yeanrs,
both 4in Ingland and {cotlund, there has been a movement
towards Independence of curricula.

I should like to eall the attention of the Trustees
to the reecent chunges made by the Geoteh Zducation
Department in the Intermedlate and leaving Certificate
Fxaminatlonse. Thece examinstions adolt to the Univerasity,
and are generally accepted as evidence of %the completion
of a sound secondary educatione Iach school is free to
draw up its own curriculum, subject to a geaneral approval
as to adeyuucy of standards The examination is set with
reference to these curricule, and, though no set books
are prescribved, the wide choice of guestions gilven
removes any 4difficulty. Further, the opinion of the
heedmaster and the boy's school records are in every case
now considered before a decision is arrived at.

It seenms to ne that the sbility of the staff and the
high standard of work Justify the granting of an equunl
measure of frecdom to the Granmar Uehool. In that case
g walleurticulated 'Iehrplan' could be drawn up, covering
the whole period of secondary education, and the work
undertaken . in each form could be adapted to the stage of
development reuached by the boys." L
‘asxie then indicated “certain lines along which the

further development'of the Course of Utudy wighi proceed.” le

suzgested what might be done in the planning of the Collowing

courses: Classicalj Commercial; Ccience; and Lenual Training.
One might guestion why ifackie objected to a prescribed

curricalug but the reasong are not 4ifficult to find., Ilackie

“ A, tsekie, "Report to the Trustees of the Sydney Grammap

tehiool for the Year 1907," rarliamentary Pspers, Records of
the ieglslative issembly, tecond veseion, 1303, pal263.
5 Ibide, ppal269=1270. |
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belicved in a developing, progressive type of education and
a»prescriptive'curriculum iimits the rreedom‘and initiative
of u prosreseive teachors It demunds that information
somctimes uninteresting to the child and teacher alike, and
sometices completely irrelevant to'the prasent or luture
neceds of the child;‘be preseanted, Teachers who have becn
asked o "mot 1V¢te" cnilﬁrca oy "relutin: to life" the
material to be taught, have often been hard pressed.ranﬂ tﬁe
supposad motivaticn has fooled nobouy - not even the teacher.
It 4s common to £ind among students in practico teachinn an
altogethor aisprcpcvtionate amount of time being spent in
the proparation and dellvery of such intereste-arousing
motivation. <“he vepy tern “intercst-arousing™ is n
Judgement upon such a step belns neceded in a lesson at alln
and upon the particular topic being included in a curriculum.
The term lndicates the 1nterea£ was‘hot there in the first
place and such external motivation is often an attemnt,
usually guite fruitless, to involve children in s situstion

LY

{or which théy have 11ttlc or no intrinsic interest. Yost
teaciiers would agree that tuclr hopplest experiences nave
resulted from participuting in work in which the children
hhave had a aspontuneous interest. The progressive teather who
io kcen to capitalise upon such interests ic limited by any
fized curricglum‘which preseribes the courée he snould follow.
The reader oight object that 'aci:ie was mistaken and

that the curriculum itself is prooressive, rellecting the



12&-

intrinsic interests of the children and giving plenty of
scope to the enterprioin: teacher to include exira materisl,
exclule some not of interest to his particular pupils, and to
experinent, It is submitted'in'reply that whille there remains
a definite, detailed curriculum there can L& no real ciuiﬁ
ol progreasivanass{ The inclusion of a nunber of extrg
topics from which the teacher may choose after completing
the preseribed major course is merely a palliative, lven
the “choices' are met. Furthormore it has here boen arpued
there muct be serious doubt that much of the rzateorial has
ever been found to be really interesting to the majority
of ehildren. A ood deal of Fnolish Grammar work would
otherwine have been pruned from the curriculum long agoe.
l“agizie was Pirht in objecting to a fixed‘curriculum on
the cround that 1t was conservative and alliowed the teacher
little room to experirent and tap the resl interests of his |
particular group of ¢hildren. It &8 sugpested that this e
g point of fundamental importance, for children in Broken
H11l nmicht concelvably nave vepry different interests frob
those in Youns, Ziuma or Rcﬁfern. It micht not be irrelevant
here to mention the fine work being done at the Heary Iawscnl
High tchool in Grenfells In that school experimentamtion

with & “core” curriculum has been carried out with most
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6
rewarding results. As the Principul and ataff at Grenfell

have been capable of mecting the challenge, why is it so
readily ascumcd that teachors in other schools throughout
the State are incompetents?y Thg experiments at Grenfell
might not bve thﬁ only ahawer; k?eachera ahoul& be encouraged
to experiment, and as Qoodwin! the Grenfell Principal,
suzgests; to "compare notes."  The imposition of a detailed
curriculun, it ia arfucd, 1s no such encouragenent. ackle
sunned up the whole uuestion admirably when he wrote:

"/ detalled eyllizsbus se+e is the work of a committee
unlikely to include innovators or extremists opr iIf
it dones their opinions will hardly f£ind expression
in the £innl draft. ., syllabus eo constructed will
be inevitably conservatives Thus, however useful
it nay be to thoso teachers vwho are content to :
follow the benten track, 4t w11l be s hindrance to
pioneer works And il no expericents are allowed
prozress 1o bound to be alow, There ought to be
encouragerent and opportunity piven %o those teachoers
who desire to strike out alony new pathe, and these
cannot be secured 1L the ofi'ilciul syllsbus is
preseribed fnotead of being merely suzrosted. 8

64 perusal of information presented at the Core Curriculum
Conference held at thc Cchiool on Yonday, July 26th, 1965,
supports this opinion. In page 2 of his eontribution,

Oome Thourhts on the Australisn Ceene, the Prineipal,

Hede Upodwin, stuted, "The prozramme has enlivensed the
echool and contributed to the development of ull involved -
teachers, pupils, community. All this with no loss of
seadenic 'standards'. Indced T believe al) 'stondards' have
lifted and continue to rlse « limitations now belug on the
ability level of the students.”

7 l.J. Goodwin, Some Thoughts on the justralisn Dcene, Core
Curriculun Conference, Grenf'ell, July 26th, 1905, pelte

8 As Hackie, "The Primary tyllmbus,” Schoollng, Vol.IV, lo.2,
siovenber 1920, ppe38=30.
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Thus lackie's ldea was to zive teachers a guide only
« g surgestive, goneral currieulun, outlindng brocd alms end
indicating much more iiberally the knowledge und skills which
a pupll should possess by the time he resgches the end of
the primary schoole Iach schodl should then be Lree to draw
up its own detailled curriculum, being subject only to an
ade uacy of stendard inspectlon. Fresumably tuis could be
dete;mined)by the inspector wio would give assistance where
necessary. Oxtra subjects wight be introduced by 1§§1vidual
gohoola accordlng to the iﬁﬁgresta of the children.’

The present writer's cbntention is that such a scheme
is nol dmnousible to impiem@ﬁﬁ but ivs efrectiveness would
depend upon two conditlons belnz met, Flirst, teachers must
be given sdejuate tralning in principles of curriculum
construction, anld secondly, some method of “comparing notes"
and of indieoiln; the success or Tallure of experimentation
would be ecseatial, ensbling teachers to share in the
expericances of one aunilicrs As ackle elulmed teachers could
work within the peplineter of ® general curpicuium, it was
necessary ror him to provide some leud in mecting each of the
surgeated pre-conditionss The questions must thereiore be
put: Vithin the frauework ol teaciior preparation, both in
the sence of college courses and “relresier” op §o$t~college

courses, waal were the prineciples lackie included as being

9 Ibide, pe33.
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importunt for teschers to apprecinte before constructing s
curriculum? Asgsuming teachers would then wish $o put such
princinles iuto practice, what opportunities 4id Hacikie
provide or survest fop the interchange of information between
teachers? '
It was lackie's contention thut appeal is usually made
~to ons of three general principles wihen plenners wish %o
Include a psrticular subject within a curriculums
"7he first to be mentloned,® llackie elaimed, "is that
those atudies and occupzations ore to be selected which
will be useful when secnool days are over, and the
usefulness may be Lor uny of tho purposes of life.
“he pecond is thot selcotion is to be made of studies
that will ffain the mind and discipline the ment:l
faculties, 4nd the third ie that seleetion 1s to be
made of those stulien wvihilch best meet the nceds of
the ehildren and engapge their interests.” 10
That !achkile d1d not hold with the second of the three
princinles stated schould be at once noted, There ls a grest
difference between including subjects which mect the needs of
the developing, sctive mind of the child, and the inclusion
of subjects oy mere aisciplin&ry practices to train “nmental
facultiec.? Okillbeck gives the iwpression that Yacikie
believed 21l three princlivles “should” govern decicelons
11
regarding subject inclusion. Such, however, was not
tackic's dntention., !e denied the validity of the second

12
principle Ly stating 1t was “now generally rejected.”

10 4, ttaezie, "Theory of the Curriculun,” Primary School
Currlculum, IZde. P.R. Cole, Helbourne: selbourne University
bPressy, 1932, De3e

11 1, 5killveck, OpeCliey pe6la A

12 4, ¥Mackie, "Theory of the Curriculum”, 0p.cit., pe3»
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The {irst mentioned he consldered as 8till an "operative"
principle but only in so far as it was in accord with the
talrde It was the third, or last-stated principle thut
Mfackie ¢onaidered to be the real sulde for the fraciug of a
currloulums “The present needs and interests of the
chilﬂrén,“ he decided, "must ses be our main principle,
guidin:g us in the sélcctiou of studies and occuzations.”

In hie discussion about the present nceds and |
interests of the primary school chiild, Zlackie considepred the
needs of the body, needs of the npilad and general interests
of children. Nackie Pirst assumed ihe need for bodlly
health. Having carefully arjued ite inclusion st one of his
elexents of wollare; he novw stated that the schiosl should
incilude 1n its curriculum physical exerciaea;'gamae, and
health rules and should concentrate upon the importance of
good ﬁoatura. “Tore attentlion," he Lfeli, “might ba given to
the cultivation of gracelful carriuge of the Lody.® It was
alsgo lackio's conviction that teachers would be wice to
spend lees time in ziving formal exeroiscs. Vrdr more
utﬁ@ntion;” he declared, "should be given to games where the
movenents huve a weaning for tho cnlldren seee I addition
to gumes, the chilldren should be taugnt rhytumic oxercises.
and daﬁoing."lh

Thus ‘wekle wae belns counsistent with nis yelfare”

philocaniiye ~Bodily'health was tha first of'his glements of

I Fign ac‘ie, “Phyaical Lﬁaining,“ “ehooli » Vol,I71, l0.5,
July 1920, p«l30. ‘



welfare, and by concentrating upon graceful cusrriase of the
body end practice in the more aécial physical activities of
gemas snd dancinsy he wvoe being ceonatsnt to Lilc notion of
wolfars th:ough the clament of frlendshiy and essclcl life.
Tac needs of the nind of the primary child were next
exanined by laciklie in his statement concerning principles of
curriculum construction. I¢ will be remenbered that Yackie
considered the nind o be a "lving, developing something™,
but not & collection of facultiss or appercention masses.
ils incluslon of ouch subjects as would further the purpose
of nind grovwth and devalonrent was therefore lozicale.
Practice in oral egneech, Mackie cugpgested, could be
helpful in developins the minde. Cuch practice could take
place in discussion (or “oral exnression') lessons, in
leseona in which ohilldren present prepared muterial, or in oral
readin:g lcosons in whleh the children weia attemnting to
convey meanin; to listeneras. The advantages achieved were
considercd to be fwo and they were both in line with "welfure"
elementa.‘ The first advantage would be the developrent of a
"pleasant and avdible epeaking velee” desirable for
achievecoment ol welfure through sselal 1ifce Tho segond
advantaze sceured would te mind growth through a developing
ability to exnress ono's thoughts and to relate ono's
experlences aad oboeprvotions. Such an abllity would promote

Eaet

vovh Gthic oocial and occupalional wellare elemenics 7hen

teachers were constructing curriculs, Mackie suggested
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matericl for oral spuech lessons could be provided Lronm
"ordinary daily experience, from their (the children’s)
observations as directed by the tescher, from the erafts and
other activities in which.they are occupled, and from their
reading,?

From his discussion of the place of oral spcech in the
curriculum, !'ackie progresscd logically to a consideration
of the inolusion of written expression and reading. éhe
former he considered important because, for socisl reasons,
children need to be encouraged "to develop the abllity to
express thought and observation in the written as w811~as
in the spoken wora."lé ilowever, he emphasised'the
importance of oral practice before written expression and
he declared that "throughout the period (of primary
education) written expression should be kept subordinate to
practice in convarsation.“l He then made 8 eriticism of
1932 practices but it is susgested the same criticism applies
today. "It has sometimes been the case,' !lackie stated,
“that too much has been regquired of young children In the
way of written eXpressidh and too little opportunity for oral
expression allowed," Experience supgests ‘ackie would still
admonish us today for our teachiny practices. The children
are given too 1little opoortunity to express thenselves

orally and are sadly lackiﬁg in the abllity to do so,

15 Ae lMackle, "Theory of the Curriculum," gp.cit., p.6.
16 Tbid., pnéo
17 Ibid., p.ﬁ.
18 Ibiﬁo; pa6o
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especlally when the difference vetween mériy biaygrounﬁ
“ehatter ond an ebility to express thoughts orally in
lozical sequence in recomnlsed.

In Jackie's analysis, then, adeguate practice in
oral expression would be necessary {or sound dsveloprent
of written expression. oth have an obvious relationship
with his welfare philosophy for welfare throuzh consenial
occupation and welfare thraugh friendship and social 1ife
are alike promoted by the school's inclusion of such
expreasion subjlects,

vritten expresslon also depended, ilackle pointed
out, on the ability to write "a clear, legible hanﬁ"lgand
therefore writing, too, was Included in his currlculum
outline. Triting had already been the subject of interesting
experimentation undeprtaken under HMackie's guiaance.20
'hile congidering the drill involved in formul writing
lessons to be a "drudgery," he held two objectivea should be
in the teacher's minds They were "the growth of the ability,
@.;7e pennmanship 4s a skilled ereft, and the use of the
ability for the carrying out of some puvpasea"zl If the
tescher ware to relute the drill with a purpose interesting
to the c¢hild, then, Yackie maintained, the drudgery of the
necessary practice and repetition would be more willincly

undertanken,

13 1bid., pebe

20 see discussion in the following chapter of this

~ hxperiment in Manuseript Uriting. _

2l 4, Mackie,"Theory of the Curriculum,” ops.cit.; p:7»
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Yost would agrec with Meckie's inclusion of writing
on the grounds that 1t has sociul gnd occuputionsl
rolevance. Perhaps the time has now come when the
inclusion of typinz ms o schoonl subject should be gseriously
eonsidereds The number of students and professionzal
people vho have to teach themselves this skill is appalling.
Purthernore they usually learn the wrong wey and their
subsejguent use of the machine is lmboricus and uneconomic,

r'ackle next considered the ¢hilld's need to understand
languuge itealfs 1iis approach to lungusge study is
interesting in thet he refused to coansider the subject as
beins; & separate entity. There were several ways, he argued,
by which the thougnhtful teacher could seguaint. the cnilagen
wilith "new words ani the more complete forms of speech."Ea
At times formal lessons may be necessary, he sujgested,
but only when the mspect being dealt with had been met in
a more meaningful context. Opportunities existed, facikie
pointed out, in the telling of storics, in th: conversation
between teacher and pupils and in the reading lesson, for
vocabulary extension and the study of lenguuges Glven the
necessary freedom to construct thedr own curriculas, teachers
would be mble todoy to construct mesningful lengusge cnd
vocabulary lessons around their magazine work. This would
have a ﬁaﬁble advantage, 1t would at once give a fuller

appreciution of the story and the writer's technique and it

22 ibld., 946:
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would at last frec the pupils Croz those "long lists of
nouns” Simon Somerville Taurle complulned sbout co long ago.
The work on many chalk-boardz and in many text-books today
would convince lauric, were he able to sce i%; that our
minds are otill “depraved by morking the systens”

“aexic's dlccussion of the nced fvr lungusye study and
the means avalloble for pursulng 1t lcd logically to his
inclusion of reading 4in the curriculums It 13 of interest
to note uekie differentiated between the purposes of orsl
reading,; study recding andé reading for mere plessurs. Orsl
reading skills were to be taught in order tn hclp "in the
- formution of u pleusant and sudible speaking volce,® and to
convey Informatlon to another, whereass study reading was
considered to be an spportunity “to develop the ability to
understand the printed texts"23 lie emphasiced elscwhere
thnt there was zlso & place for reading with no other
objeect in vicw but mere enjoymentazh

For a number of reasons l'ackie was eritical of the
over-cmph:asis upon oral reading which prevailed when he
outlined his curriculunm principles in 1932, [le considered
the real purpose of the oral reading lesson was often
overlooked ond thut the mothods used were of doubtful
guallty. Iils ehlef complaint was that the class had no
reason to listen to what was belng read and that the

23 Tbide, pebe

2k e,z. A laekie, "leading," Sehooling, Volal, [l0.2,
November 1917, Dp«35«36. "
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practice the preader should have been getiting in conveying
meaning in a cleer, pleaesant snd audible voice was being
2 , ,
overlooked. In conoidepring: oral reading to have limited
value, Mackie stated, "when school days are over we spenk
malnly to convey our thoughts in gur own words, and very
scldom read aloud to others sese” He also suggested
there were setual dangers consejuent upon the overeuse of
oral reading: |
"Seversl recent investigators,” he warned, "have
contended that the present devotion to oral reading
develops slow habits in the children, who fail to
develop the power of reading by the eye, and are
confirmed in the habit of suppressed articulation.
And, further, it is clsimed thzt reading aloud is not
a particularly good method of securing an understand-
ing of what is resd, The anount understood and
retained in oral reading is less both absolutely and
reletively as compared with silent readingz." 27
vackice's conclusions regarding the limited value of
oral reading, the pauciiy of comprehension and retention
obtained by using it exclusively and the resultant develop-
ment of the noor habita of supnpressed asrticulstion have all
guite racently been sunnorted in the schools by the
introduction of contly machinery such as the tachistoscope
and the eontralled reader, of schemes such as the
Celentific Regseanrch Association's "Reading Iaboratory” and
other practices which recornise the importance of more

effective atudy reading.

d? gbiﬁug ptzét
<b Ibi@u ¥ ‘p.BJ.;-
27 Tbide, puf‘ﬁ-
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Instead of inciuding reading as one subjeet only, it
hes been shown thut l'ackle carefully considered the purposes
of oral regﬂing, intensive study reading for information
and appreciaﬁﬁon, an@-reading.for pure enjoymcnts. Thore
wats 4 need, he eluimed to 1nclaﬁe cach of thece in a
primry curriculun. o

Although lackic ¢oncidered teachers should be
encouraged to experiment in order o discern mors clearly
whieh thinge children found to be intrinsically interesting,
he did indicate several general interests which could act
as a guide to curriculum buildcers. e included interest
in manual aetlvitica, intereat in the sociul world and
interest in {he world of nature. Iin discussing these
interests lackie susgested teachers snould fini a place
in thelir course of studlsas for handlerufts, the "Line™ arts
of einsingg the playlag of instruments and the Ygraphie!
arts of drawinz, modellins, 1literature and dancing. 411 of
these activiiicen he regarded as belny congenicl to young
ehildren because such subjects were in sccord with
children's interestoe. Tor the sane reassn he arjued for the
inclucion of history, geography, literature and natural
science«za The inclusion of fileld studies and excurasions
whiere pracilcavle was udvised anid he also favoured a less

rigld barrier between sobjects. 7“he seareh for xnowledge

281, laokic, "Theory of the Currdculumy” 9pscites Ded £f.
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of' the 3061&1 world and knowiedge of the world of nature
could ve used, ‘nokie suﬁgested, "ag an 1ncentive for the
arts of readinq, writlng, arithmetic, drawinw and the -
earrts already aiaeubsed. The interaction of the several
diviQIons of study and occup&tion which make up the
curriculum must ve kept in mind."“)

I% is interesting to notice ackie's rather curscry
eousideration of the pluace of arithmﬁtlc. ﬁs a major
subjeot area one wguld have expected & much fullar
discusaion of the claims of arithmetic in a curr;culum.than
he suggesped in the efatement qﬁote& above. Hackie should
have dec¢lared his deéision about the place of this subject
much more definitely but the 1mplication 1a‘cleab enoughs
ﬁ@'agparently conpidered the subject should be taught
aéccrdipgﬁto needs arising from the child's search for
knowledge éf’the social and the.natural world. This 1§
suggeétea_by his statement regarding "the interaction of
the sevéral divisions of study and oocupation."v

Thus, in general terms, Mackie gave his guide to those
who might wish to develop & primary curriculum. Iis course
of etudies, he olaiméd, was based upon the needs and
interests of children and he felt the details should be
filled out by the teacher who was thé only one wiho knew the

specicl needs, interests, capacifiles and eircunstances of the

29 Ibldes pelOe
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children under his core. In siressing this polnt Mackie
doeclareds -

*rruch injury has been done by the demnd that toachers
should follow a standardized and rigidlys-prescribed
gourse of ctudys. Tecentralization of our curricula
is an urgent necessiiy, and this will be secured by
glving the teachor the freedom of & professionnl
practitioner, and reqyuiring him to design his gourses
in detnll eees If this were done se¢ the experimenta
of teachera, aided by the invesatigations of research
vorkers, would result in 8 body of knowledge and
axperience wihilch would supply the surgestions and
guldence to nild the individusl prsctitioncer in meeting
tie problems wiich he alone can solve satisfactorily,"30
In this statenent ‘ackie's interest in tcachers'

experiments and the work of research workers is obvious.
He warned that such work would always be lmportent for what
night be true for one time and plsce misht not necessarily
31
be true Jor all time and unler all conditionss That a
body of inowledge snd exnerience based upon careful
experimentation and research would be a usefnl gulde,
however, Maekle was convinced. e also provided a medium
for the dissenination of such knowledre. In September, 1917,
the first volume of "ichooling™ was published by the
Teachers' College Press ard in the Cirst of many subsejuent
editorials, !lackie made the following pertinent statement
regarding the appeapance of the nagazine!

30 Ibides palle
1 Tbide, Dellte
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"A magazine dealing with questions of school education

may do much useful work in the prescut condition of

unsettled and chancing opinions, for 1t is only by

free discussion that stagnation and routine csn be

avoided. For some tirme it has been felt that there

was a need for 8 megazine in sustralia whieh should

provide opportunity for discussion and interchen:e

oi opinions and experience of those whose business

was school education.' 32

he publication thus introduced to the teachers was
to provide food for pedagogical thought for meny years to
come, until 1t was succeeded by the "Forum of Lducation.”
In particular, 1t was e true medium for the expression of
opinion and for the publicatign of resuits of experiméntal
WOYKs

Tackie'@ expressed opinions about the content of s
primory school course of atudy and the £illing out of the
curriculum by each school or teacher have been dlscussed.
The need for experimentation within the framework of such a
concept has been noted and will be discussed more fully in
the succeeding chapter. The provision of "Schoolins" us a
vehicle for the dlscemination of ideas has also been
observed, Therefore it is submitted imekio Tulfilled the
pre-gonditfons necessary for the application of his philosophy
in primary schools, As he wus in charge of a college which
prepared not only the primary teacher, however, but the

specinlict teacher for secondary work s well, his expressed

3274, veckie, "Iditorial iioto,” Sohooling, Volel, Loels
Geptember 1917, ppelele
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opinions concerning the subjects and practices of secondary
schools demand some ¢onsideration.

Perhaps the fullest etatement of lucicde‘s thoughts
on secondary education is found in the minutes of the

meetings of the 1933 “General Committec Conductlig an

» 33
Inguiry into Certain wducational <uestlons.” The

jnquiry was ordered by the Linister and ite Cinul report
was tabled in larliament early in 1934

rackie was chalrmun ol the subscommitice appeinteé
to investigaté and report upon “Gensral rroblems ol
Secondary Fducation” end the records of that sub-committee's
meezings bear msny suggestions by ackie, for reforn of the
sycten. UCome of his recommendations have bui recently been
put into practice by tho implementation of' the Uyndhum
Heports Yhe most outstanding proposition made by Kackie‘
was related to the length and purpose oi the various courses.
hAs thnis suugestion was closely related to ithe suggested
curriculum for each coﬁrae it 48 Smportant that 4t be
considered here.

It‘was dur ing the course of the first meecting of the
subecommit tee inyuiring into “"General Problems of Lecondary
©ducation" that Vackie urged the abandonment of the external
Internrediate Certilicate ﬁxamination.‘ iie Buggéstea arn

internal exanination would be both more economic and more

33, bound volume containing the Keport of the Commiitee, the
Leport of the Genersnl Committee, tinutes of the General
Committee, linutes of the Wechnical Sub-Committee and
idseellancoua Documents le retained at the Sydney Teachers'
Collicges [Inguiry dnto Certasin nducutionul cusstions.
sieetve liducation Department .
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effective beeause ocheol principnls vould be dn v position
to consider other vork completed by each ¢hild bvefore he
Gecided whethcor or not to avard a certificate. fuplls who
were to study for o poriod longer than three years should
not be reguired to sit for the Intermedinte Cortificate
Exanlnation at sll beecause the exanmination and preparation
Cor it fend to "break thc continuity of thoir study." lie
aleo proposcd the abandosnnont of the fifth year Leaving
Certificate xanination. In nlace of the Inlermediate
txenination at the end of the third year and the ILeaving
“xanination at the end of tho £irth year, 'neiie proposed
the 1n§ra£uction ¢f a Iower lehool Cerltificate Dxaminatlion
efter o complete sccomisry course of four yearc, end a
Highar.tchagl Ceptlficate Ixaninntion to be taken tw? years
later folloving a period o more spocialiced stuﬁy.3&

'ackle 's cugcestion found exprension in the f4inal
report but the pzriocd ?f nore spealaliced stuly was reduccdﬁ
Trom two 1o one year.BJ |

It will be noticed that 'seizle proposed three distinet
gecondury courses. It was thoerefore neceseary for hinm to
gugoest tho subjeetd ccmpositian of each eourse, and which
children should attenpt each courscs e ralsed both of these

wuestions In the course of the fourth meoeting of the

g - , o o - - G o iret 2 B _ _ Sy -
Sh Inguiry into Certain iducationnl iuestlong, Lvport of the
firat meeting of the uocneral probliems of Lecondary

Lducation Gub-Committee, July 3loty 1933, pede

35 inguiry into Certsin “ducational Guesitlons, iteport of the

Committee, pe3s
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"General Problems" sub-committeeo, whcen he deelared,

"The question of seleoting which children are to take whigg
course is dirferent Crom which courses we are to design.”
ile was eonvinced final declisions about the former guestion
should not be made until the end of the first year. In
that Cipst year, he Felt, tho children should be exposed

to a wide variety of subjects and their aptitudes in these
aubjeefa should be gonsidered when determining placement in
each Btream.37 This suggestion misht be compared with the
third of the major recommendations in the “yndham Report,
wihich states, "eess the greater purt of the eurriculum for
the first year should he allocated to the common core.“38
Indeed, the writer i1s of the opinion that ;t would be
unfair to laekie if the debt of the‘Wyndham.Report to him
were not to be stated, Yt is emphasised that the {inal
recommendations of the 1933 Committee are not here being
discuseed but rather Mackic's own staterments during the
course of the "General Problems" Sub«Committec's meetinge.
It will be shown later that there were reasons for Hackie's
ideas generally not belng asdopted in the L£inal report, but
one muct differentiate between n final stutement of many
people and the individual opinions of Alexander Hackie.

There are two reasons for suggesting llackie's opinions found

38 Ibid,, Report of Meeting of General Problems SubeCommlttee
neld on august 1hth, 1933, pe3.
7 3b3d., De3e
Report of the Committee Appointed to Survey &
Laucation in New Uouth '‘ales. Il.i. Wyndhamy Chairmen,
2oth Cctober, 1957 Uyaney: Government Printer, 1561, p.72
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expression in portionc of the major recommendations of the
vyndham Reporte. The first is that the Chairmen, Dre .0,
wyndham, was trained and worked under Mackie and that he
has an open adairation for the scholarship and foresight

of his laote Professor and Principal.sg The second. L& the
summary of the 1933 commitiee's report which is msde in the
Yyndham Report during the course of its "Historical Review."
Althouzh it refers to only the veport of the final
'committee, it is here supgested the minutes of the sube
comnittee meetings would probably have been available for
perusal. For. sasier comparison by the reader ¥ackic's
statenents are placed beside the relevant recommendation
of the yndham Heport's Major Recommendations. In preface
to the comperison it is emphasised Meckie was not alone in
suggesting certaln reforms and the contribtution of certain
othara will be considered shortly.

Hajor Recommendations of © Maeokie's Statements

£§Q~_xﬂéﬁaﬁ_£222£& L], - U —
1) On completion of the This 1s a general statement.:

primary school course and, regarding transition from

in general, about the age primary to secondary worke. o
of twelve years, all pupils |parallel atatement of HMackie's

should proceed, without {1s submitted.
examination, to secondary < o
education organized con-
slastently with the recommen-
dations which follow,

3 Interview with Dr, H.a. myndham, Directoraﬁeneral of
§d?%ation for Hew Couth wales, granted the writer. June
S00 e
40 Rggorﬂ.of,tha Commit tes /i ad sSure
hEduea! New ;sogth va 188, Ogogztvy PPelOm
41 Report of the Committee Appointed %o Survey &acondggz
Education in liew touth “ales8, 0D.01tey Pe/2e
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2) The orgsnization and
currleulun of the high
schiool should be such

‘a5 to provide a satis-
factory educstion for all
adolescents and should be
designed to cover four
years, to the sge of
about sixteen.

3) The curriculum should
be designed to provide

a core of subjects common
to all achools, together
with a progressive
inerease in the propore
tion of elected subjectis.
On this basis, the greater
part of the curriculum for
the Liret year should be
allotted to the common
LoOrae

I;) Under teacher guidance,
election of aubjeets
should progressively te
made 4in the light of
pupil achievenent or
notentinl.

"It misht be worthwhile

econsidering the plan see

that the first exsmination
«se be taken at slxteen,
arter a four years' course
commenced at twelve,” }2

laaxle suggested Ycore"
subjects for the curriculun
and ves asked what "core"
meaiit. lie replied, "Ihere
are certain sudbjcets which
every ooy and girl would take,
wlth other variable subjects.”
There followed protracted
discussion about which
subjJects should bve 1ncluded
in such a core. 43

"It should also be noted that
the lif'e and studies of the
secondary schicol should
provide for the new
interests, intellectual,
sociul, aeathetic and
spiritunl of adolescent boys
and girls, and also for the
greater varietly in aptitude
and capacity which at this
periocd are becoming
apparent.” L

b2 ynutes of Heeting of Sub=Committee Inquiring into

Jeneral Problems of
1933, Psde

Secondary Education, 31st July,

Ibidc, 1LLth august, 1933’ p-lO- ‘
b Tentptive Draft of Report of General Sub-Comnmittee,

prepured by Mackle, pe10.
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5) On the satisfactory
completion of the four~
year coursé, a Ochool
Certificnte should be
issued on thc basis of |
the result of en external
exanination.

6€) Thic examination should
be desicned as 8 terminal
or rotrospective examina-
tion and the Certificate as
a formal indication of the
successful complotion of a
satisfactory course of
‘secondary educations

7) o external examnination
should ve held, nor any
certificate of general
status issued, before the
end of the fourth cecondary
school yesrs

8) upils who wish to
proceed beyond the Gehaol
Certificate level, including
thoue vho aim to matriculatey
should remain at school to
foliow & coursce or courses
leading to the Higher
Clochool Certilicate xaninge
tion. The type and content
of this exanination should
be such e to make it
cecepiable as a test for
university matriculation.
The furthor course of study
should be deslgnced to cover
two years.

1" +e¢ one of thoe objections

urged against the Interw

I medinte Certificate 1s that

1t dmpairs the eontinuity of

.the first stage of High

senool worise I think it
might be worihwhile cone

1 sideying the plun folloved

in Znglish sciinols and else-
where, nanely that the [irat
exumination for the public
sciinols be tuken at elxteen,
af'ter a four yesrs' course
commended at twelve. The
gecond public examination
for those who remnin after
that time to be tsken about.
the age of eighteens” 45

when discussing the Linal two
years of the liigh School course,
¥ackie suggeated there should
be "speelallsation during those
two years." 46 and in the
"*cntative oraft”? of his sube
committee's report, Mackie
wrote; "I{ the proposal to
institute a Higher Certificate
«se Exauination 1s adopted and
this exanination is made a

test of more speclallsed study
evs 1t 38 susgested that it
would be a suitable qualifioa-
tion for recognition by the
University ap evidence of fit-
ness for University study." L7

U5 winutes of eeting of Cub-Committee Inguiring into
general Problems of Uecondary hducation, 31st July,

1933, p‘ﬁn

L6 Ibide, 14th august, 1933, p-u.
47 pentative Dreft of Report of Ceneral Cub=Committee,

prepared by Mackie, pelie
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It should be remarked that the "yndham Report' is
a much fuller end more related statement concerning
secondary reorpanisation than the several assertions made
by Hackie and cuoted above. However the similerity of
those asasertionc to the several major recommendations of
the “Uyndhem Report" suggests some indebtedness to Hackie's
influence,

There should also be a recognition of the fgct
Ynekie was not the only one to be pressing for secondary
reform in 19333 although the minutes of the aub—cqmmittes’s
meatings lcave no doubis in one's nind that ackie waes
the initiating force behind the moverent. He was |
supported on various points by different members of the
sub-comnittee and was generally supported by Professor Todd.
Others outside the subecommittce also indicanted theip
desira {or reform.ua orever, there were two forces,
operative at the time, which limited the effect of any
suggestions for reorganisation;upon the linea lackie
sugrented, The first was conservntism sand the second
was financial 4iffieulty. _

“’ithin the Department of :~ducation were many who
wished to rotain a system with which they were familiar,
‘réihsf than risk u system which, although already.warking
emooshily In lnoland and Ceotland, would be culte different
to that being used in Mew South Usles, “ithin the
L8 ' -

©ase Letter from L.O. Robsoon, of 5.C.L.G.0e to tho Zditor,
The Sydney Moraing lerald, 3lot July, 1931.
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"ueneral Problems® sub-commitiee this influence was
represented by J._ﬁcﬁenzie,uga.n‘ viydle, of the Public
Service Ecarﬁsgand by others not directly connscted with
the Degartmont.Sl Thoir general dissent, included as
appendices following the report of the sub-committee did
nuch to weoken the impuct which unanimous support migsht
otherwise hove achleved.

any of tho dissentihg renzrks made by llelenszie,
vylie, Sommerlad and others were either eoﬁservatively or
negatively bagsed and deserve little attention. One sound
criticism, however, concerned the poasible.cust involved
in carryins out such s plan for reorganisation. The
severe econonic depression through which the country was
pussing made prohivitive the immedinte implementation of
g scheme which concelvably could prove to be more
expensive than the one already in operation.

Having outlined a general plan for sescondary
reorganisation; the sub-committee led by Eackicithen
considered the various courses to be followed. The courses
set out gave full consideration to tﬁa individual

interests snd capacities of adolescents, and were in

general accord with Yackie's other stateuents concerning

49 jetter from Merenzle to the Chairmen of the General
Committee, wriitten from Junec, 17th October, 1933,

90 jeiter from Yylie to Fe Hutehins, Secretary of the rull
Committee, 1dth Getober, 1933.

»1 8era ADnENAIX Dy BeCe Dommerlsnd, indicating his genersl
dicssent from the report.
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the cﬁrricniﬁﬁ. The conrsea, set out bJ Wuckie in the

“"entative Draft" were as followax

“It is the opinion of the Committec that for the
firct stage of secondary course; l.e. up 4o the
fourth yeuar of ifth form, 1t is desirable thut
pupils snould receive some instruction in the
following sabaectsz

1. hngliah. history and Civlcs. Geagraphy.
2e¢ & forelgn language.

3+ ¥athemtics and Golence.

u. art and [lusic.

.). Physical :.raining.

In adﬁition,ta the abave_one or more of the
‘following are to be taken: .

6+ 4 second or third foreign langusge. .
T« Practical Jork in one or more of the following'-

a) Industrial Arts (Manual work, inoluding wood,
‘and for iron work technical drawing).
b) R%ra% Arts (Gardening, sgriculture, dairying,
€54Cqe
¢) Domestic Arte (lieedlework, design, drens-
- making,
d} Cookery, laundrywork, housewifeny, etc,.)
Commercial Arts,
£) Havigation, aeronautics,

It 15 not su-gested thnt candidates be examined in
all of these subjects at the end of the SCecondary
Course," 52
The draft then proceeds to consider the work to be done by
pupils wno remain after the £ifth form or fourth year of
Hich Sehoole "Hore speclalisation”, proclaimed the draft,
“would bevbenaficial and it is suzgested that their studies

be rastriqtea to one or more of the following groups§ﬁ

92 fentstive Draft of Report of General uub-Committee,
prepured by lackie, pelie




L8,

1) Ancient lenguages, literature and history.
2) English literature, history, econocmicu.
3) Hodern rorelgn languages, nteruture and history.

L) Hathematico.

5) Belemces. :

6) Apt, lusic. 53

If the PostePrimary or Junior Gecondary Course were
to be retsined, the recommendation In the draft was that
such & course siould be similar to that followed in the
first threc years of ﬁw £ull Sééﬁﬁdat‘y coursé,. ovever,
it was stated that:

*7The econtent of the courses will be somewhat
different from those suited to the secondary

school partly because the puplls are in general

less fiited for the more academic treatment

appropriate $o the secondary school and partly

beesuce the school lif'e of these pupile will

not extend bheyond fifteen years.?

It has been seen that Mackle expressed opinions
about primary and secondary courses of study and contended
the more detailed curricula to be developed around such
courses should be oonstructed by individuul teachers or
schools. It remains to consider what he asserted regarding
methods to be employed when presenting material to the
clasges. The pages of "Gehooling" bear scme of Uaokie's
most pertinent statemnm on the subject of the "how" of
teac‘un’,. PPerhapa the most outstanding ot‘ such statements

was the followling:

53 1biCiey DeSe
l"‘ Ibiﬁic, DQB-
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"It hardly appears to be realised by teachers thut
their methods of teaching and of conducting the
occunations of their olasses shouzld Le deternined
by ithemselvec, noi by supervisors, inspcctors, or
head teacherse If the teacher is a professional
person this claim is surely fundanentsal eoee (i@
should be competent to dlagnose hie class, to
devicse suiltable procedures, and to determine their
effectiveness aseee

The tendency too evident at present for teachers
to looi for or submit to puidance us to methods of
procedure, and for judgment as to resulis fa guite
mistaken, and ternds fto place the teacher in a ‘
posltion which some efficlency experts in industry
degire the workmen to £ollow. 'Tell me what I am
to do and I shall do it* 4s altogether the wrong
attltude for fthe teacher to adopt. Iy doing so he
confessges hingell to be & mere subordinate
incapable of judgement and decilsion.” 55
on the surface it would uppear thot ackie had
placed himgelf in a diffieult position by making such a
stutenent. I the teacher 1c to decide for himselfl the
“how' of teaching then the place of the Teachers' College
comes Into guestion. Some would suggest that the main
function of & temchers® college i to prepare students by
showinz them how te teach. Uhdle Hackie 414 not dlsagree
with this it wlll be chown that the type of method
prepuration he had in mind allowed for elucticity and
originality.

I% was previously noted that Mackle made‘mention
of tiw I'ontesuori Yethod amd of Jlller's Plve Formal Steps,

and thot he considered the Direct 'z2thod introduced so

9 A. taekie, "Vethods in Tesching," Sehooling, Vol.IIT,
liosl, December, 1919, p«35. '

v
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long ago by Pestalozzi to be 54411 a useful method. Hére
one nas the key to ackie's attituda towards method. '
training at the Teachers' College. Ile believed. in the
complete prolessionsl training of the teacher and that a
perezn thus trained ééﬁia ve in a positlion to selcet,
adapt, lumprovise or experiment according to his particular
neads. That such was, in fact, maékie'a aim in the method
training clven al the College, 1o obvious in a memorsndum
he wrote to the Under Uecretary in 1924. In 1t 'ackie
stated!

“T have always urged upon the lecturers in method
that it is not their business to act as propogan~
dists for any method which happens at thut
moment to be fashionuble but to give the students
an acguzintance with the Dest current thousht and
practice, iny other plan would, 7 am sure, produce
narrow ninded p=zdanis patlier than brocd zinded
teachers for whom method 1s but a means which nay
have to be modificd to suit dil'ferent 2inds and
circumstunces." 56 |
That Mackie did try to present to teachers and

students the best in current thought and praétice is
evidenced in his many writings. 4An eéxamination of his
statements in "The General ilature of Teaching" reveals his
glear grasp of the typical methods teachers could employ.
Hackie referred to such methods as "ways in which'we nay
57
guide the child in geining experience,” gand he related
such methods to the various lesson types. It is repested
that mackie was in line with Progressive thought when he

56 Yeniorandum fvbﬁrﬁé¢kie'to S.H; Cmithe Teachers' College
ggcgiveaz Mackie's Tetter Book for 1924, 16th Decenber,
2lia
57 i lmckic, “"The General Nature of Teaching," ftudies in
Fducationy, ope.cite., pe117. ' ’
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suzgested s break-dotn of pubjcet barriers and an
interaction of tue several dlvisions of study. This is
fundanentally what happens wien the project method or
unit of work mrthod is used, Hovever, he realised the
importence of outlining the more forml methode and
lesson types. The lesson types, which he divided into
Bix, briefiy wers: 1) the informetion lesson 1n.which
teachers might use narrative, study or observatibn
technigues; 2) the problem lesson in which inductive or
d-ductive approachcsvcould be used; 3):the practiée
lessone. Inecluwied in this type were reading, writing and
arithmtic lessons and any others which used the drill
technigne; l4) the apprecistion lesson, and here Jackie
ineluded *all those lessons which seek to cultivate taate
for books, or music, or pictures; to train a feeling for
natural scenery and for urchiteeturs; to arouse the
sentiments of patrilotism, Jjustice, thoroughness; to
stiuulaute sympothy and eonsideration for others;!
5) the expression lesson, including expression through
composition, art, eraft, or music; 6) the address or
exhortation in which appeal is made primarlly to the
¢hild's will in an attempt to arouse resolve for right
action.53

‘mece having presented his maln lesgon types and hav'dg

discussed various procedures which micht be employed by

the teachers, it has becn indiceted leckie then felt the

58 Ibida, DPp.126=129,
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teacher should be capable of decidins upon the best
nethod Lo use in eny particulur situation. Tha only
limitation Yackic required was that such methods
promoted the velfare of the child eni.of the society.

Any examination of lackie 's notions regarding
method must go dcoper than mere consideration of his
thoughts regerdinz lesson types and techni ues. lle was
alwayé mindful of the individual differences bat%een
children and this led him to an appraisal of methods of
ndministretion within the school, especinlly the
princiblea employed in the drawing—yp of timetables and
in deciding upon the composition of classas, tome of the
suggestions made by Facklo are only aow being accepted
and practised. with reference to tho time-tabls, Hackie's
sarliest statement 1s found in hié report‘ta the trustzes
of Syaney Cranmer Cehool in 1907. In this report he
congratulated the school's authoritles for adopting a
parallelisn dn the time«table. ile wrote, "The adoption
of & parallelism of subjoets throughout the school allows
of re-glussificution where nccessary in one or nore
subject.“Sg A speeinl name 1s glven to schools of today
in which tine~talles are 382 arranged as to allow for the
resgrouping of children according to their apititudes and

abilitics in apreific subjects. They arc ealled “ungraded"

) A; #ackle, "Report to the Urustees of the lydney
Grammar School for the Year 1307." opsgite, Dels
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schoola and are considered to be "forward=looking” and
Hexperimental.” Lo they are, in comparison with the
majority of schools, but they are putiling iato practice
prineiples and adainistrative tecimigues wiiich 'aockie had
adGvocated as early as 1967. tHe was later to initiate
experiments In this regard and he always held such "re-
classification where ﬁeceaaany in one or &ove subject" to
be a fundamental princinie in organisation.

tackie's ressons for wantini: to sea.the treditional
methods of c¢luss formation brought to an end rested upon his
appreciation of the individual differences between children.
In attacking the existing practices, leckle maintained they
were inherited from the early nineteenth century as a
result of the bLell lancaster povement. “The underlying
assumption,” he declured, "was that a class group may be
formed of children who in apiitudes, attainments and
interesto are suificiently uniform to be ftaught together."ﬁo
Lut lackle contended such an assumption was nol valld. ile
argusd, “"vhe marked ladividual differences in aptitude,
taste snd interest appesr $o charasoterlse the members of
even the best graded class, Individusl differences cun no
longer e ignored."” 6!

Althoupgh he disccussed fully the various techniques
teachers cculd employ to cater fop indiviaual dizﬁ‘mz'em:e;sa,62

00 4. Umekie, Prrsetices in Teaching,” Schinoiing, Vol.VIT,

. 0«5y Ju1§' 19241, pe183. ’ ’ ’

0l Ibiﬂo’ p.IBB-

62 ;.. vsokie, "Individusl and Clase Yeaching," Schooling,
Volel, lioelyy, Aprdl 1918, p«97 £f.
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the nethod acikle secened to favour was that besed upon
"ungradinz? the sehool Tor particular lessonse.
Recognicing the many practical difif'iculties thut would
result Crom uny attempt to apoly such & scheme for every
subject, lackie susgecsted the udoption of a fourefold
elassification to repluce the single classification then
in vogue. Teachers, he considered, should initially
discover each child's ability in the various subjects by
eonctructing & “psychograph® or “scholastic profille,.t
“hen the child's plecement in a four-fold clussification
could be determined. The fourefold subject grouping
rackie was suggesting was based upon expérimenéal work
conducted in London by burt. lackie's recommendation was
us followay
“Burt has shown thuat the subjects of the primary
aourse fall into four grouns, such that within
each group there is a falirly close correspondence
between the abilities employeds These grouns are
as followss
1) An arithmetical group including mechanical and
problenm Apithmetic. .
2) 4 manusl group, including handwork, drawing end
writing. o .
3) 4 linguictic group. Uictation and reading.
4} A composltion groun. Iliistory, geosraphy,
sclence and compoaition.
A Pour-fold claasificuation based on the above
grouping of subjects will nrovide ¢luss groups much
more homogeneous than auy single scheme of
classificatlon can Zive eses It 1s much to be
desired thut laprge scsle experiments of this method

of eluass grouninz should be carricd out by enter-
pricing teachers.” 63 :

o PR -~ s e

65 As tackie, "The Form:tion of Clsss Groups,” Ltudles in
dneation, Syduey, Teuchers' College Press, 1952,
PPe92=03,
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Thus vackle was requesting experimentation in the
groupinz of pupils on & vertical scale which indicated
ability in each of the Lour areus of iurt's fou&Qfold
clussilficotions It will be shovn in the succeeding
chapter that lmckie Gi1G no: only surrest possible lines
of enquiry and experimentation to teachers, bLut thut he
initlated a number of experimenta to test his own ideas,
Perhaps the nost outstanding of such eéxperiments was bused
upon the notion of “ungradinz® or ree-classilying s school
according to tae principles of four-fold classification.
Certainly all such experimentation was a fundamental
necesslty 1f lackie's 1ldeas regardlng thu Lreedom of the
teacher in matters of curricula and methods were (o be
employeds It has been the purposs of thic chépter to show
lmekie's conception of a developing dezocrucy aﬁd the
pluce of the indlvidual in such a soclcty deuwanded no
restrictlon of a deimiled curriculum»and no limitations
regarding methods and tecunlyues. iils assertion that
teachers, proparly trained, siould be able to develop
their own curricula and deteramine tholyr own methods
depended, 11t has been argsued, ﬁpon the fulfilment of certsin
pre-gonditions und it is submiitted imckis fulfilled such
pre-~coaditions adejuately. Any acceptance ol his suggestions
would necessarily mean a continual sesrcihh by educators, by
way of experiments and surveys, for‘the best curriculs and

the best mobhods possible Loy any particular time or place.



1564

Again llackie was prepared to lead the way by initiating
cartain exnerimenss himself and by encouragine others

to do likewice.
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ERIDRTISUTATION ALD FRUSTRATION

A knowledge of Iackie's welfare philosophy leads ons to
a fuller apprecistion of his ideas concerning curricula and
methods. It has been shown that he believed in a living
progressive type of education which depended upon the careful,
complete training of professional teachers and a'eystem of
education unier which thgy were permitted to experiment. 4
willingness on the part of teachers to cairy out experiments
and to make the reaﬁlts known was erucisl for the successful
application of such 1deas. |

Although !"ackie's dusl position as College Principal
end University Professor made it difficult for him to
personally conduct many experiments, it also placed him in an
ideal posdtion to inspire and gulde others in the use of
experimente and surveys when examining thé nany aspecets of
method, curricula, class structure ani school organisation.
“ackie®s lectures and writings and the variety of experiments,
shortly to be exaumined, which were carrled out at his rejuest
and unier his direction, give sufficient evidence that he did
all within his power to help teacheras break the bonds of
preseription and restriction, It wlll be showvn that much wvas
acoomplished in spite of many difficulties resulting from

lack of facillitics and a regrettable tendeacy on the part of
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certain iuspcctors and other higheranking officlals to

ptifle the experimental work veing done. Some of uckie's
more outstanding experimental endeavours deserve conclderation
at this Jjuncture.

The recent (1961) decicion of the liew South ales
Departuent of Lducation to introduce "modifiled cursive" and
“{talic” writing styles into the schnols beconses interesting
wien exunined in the light of the rezurks 'ackie made mbout

|
writing in 1928. ile then stated:

“For some time doubts have becn expressed as to
whether the styles of handwriting taught to school
children are the best, and there 1s a growing body
of' opinion that a style more like prini has marked
advantages seve -

Those who favour change make out & strong case
which deserves the careful attention of teachers.

7'ith a view to the more thorough study of the

question, sa experimecnt has been planncd, snd will

shortly be begun &t Jorth iewtown Cchool under the

direction of iss Miller and Mr, Kenuedy ceee’ 1

The experiment was, in fact, carried out in two schools;
Zorth liewtown and narlington. Atvﬁarlington a senlor class
was chopen while at liorth iHewtown ¢lasses of infant ehildren
were useda. GaTe Spaull, reporting upon the experiment at
barlingion, wrotes

“The experiment, undertsken at thec rejuest of
Professor acklie, was carrled out on a fifth
class 0f boySB...s88 it was desired to ascertain
if the manuscript style could be made adaptable

to children who had becn trained for a 7
conzidersble period in a different style and if

1 A, tvackie, “Hanuseript Wrlting,” !

;choolinj, Vcl.l, 105y
June 1918, p.lBO.
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there was any advantage in adopting this new-old
style u8 the permanent hundwriting of cuch
children," 2
From Jualy to Hovember, 1915, a carefully controlled
series of tests waos adninistered to determine whether
manuseript compared favourably with the copperplate
curslve then in vogue. Opeed, reteation of correct form
undepr stress, legibility and general atirsctiveness were &ll
exanined in commendable detall. The final facts and figures
revealed n decided superiority of manuseript over cursive
wriﬁing. spaull elaimed the general writing stondsrd of the
experimental graup hed improved, especlally that of the
poorser writers. In placing on record his compleie
gatisfaction with the ranuseript style, Spaull wrote:
*The two outstanding features of the manuscript
writing are the speced wilth which it can be
writien, and its simplicitiy, due to the
elinination of the more dirficult letier elements,
the loops, curves, and Jolns, HManuseript writing
peralts of a mastory over the pen, which cannot
be readily ascgquired with the sceript atyle. It
reduces the difficultics of the child to &
minimim, and leads to sn economy of time and effort
on the part of the teacher.” = 3
Under !ackie's general direction careful experimental
ceontrols were also émployea at ilorth Jewtown Infant School.
A eluss was chosen and manuscript was taught to only those
ehildren, the resainder being taught the ordinary cursive

Eovrm

from which was apparently introduced to very young children

2 G.T. Spsull, “An Experiment in Mahuscript writing,"
530?10011119;, VoleIV, 31'3-1}, H&y; 1923.’ Pe118.
3 GJ7. Spaull, 1ibide, pel2l.
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in those days. 7Thus an "experimental” group and a larger
Yaontrol® group were formed. Unfortunstely there does not
appear to have been any atiempt made to "matech" pairs in the
two groups but 1t must Le allowed such matcliing would have
been AiTrficult with young children whose abilities were
unknowne In reviewing two years experimental worik st the
school, tiss J.0. Archibald concluded, "eee the writer is
quite convinced that this form of writing is very suitable
for young ¢hildren, on account of itaAaimplicity, and iis
similarily to ihe printga‘characterSQf

niss Archlbald?s expressed conviction was so sincere
that she indicated her intention "to Introduce mannscéipt
writing gradually throughsut the school. A beginning was
made with a class of children six ycars of age, beginuing
normal work In the schoola”

It 4s significant that some of the conclusions that
emarged from experiments mentioned foreshadowed thc later
developments in handwriting styles introduced in the 1961
Gurriculum:for Primary Schéols. The new “modifled eursive"
éﬁé‘the nore tradltional “itallce” style each alms st
eliminating or gubstentislly reducing the number of "loops,
joins end curvesY mentioned by Spaull and they ure considered
to be styles which will not ¢usily break dovn under the

pressures of speed, That such modifications have been

u'J.S. Archibald, "rxperdment in Manuseript Uriting,"
Schonling, VolsV, lioel, September 1521, p.G.
5 7.5, Archibald, ibide, Dele
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introduced at last, after & lapse of more than forty years
from the timo Mackie first indlcated the need, 18 an
adnission that the change was desirable snd should have come
much earlier.

hen one reads of the promising results of the lorth
Jewtown and Darlington sxperiments, (usstlions arise regarding
the reasons for not putting manuseript into practice .
-generally and expeditiously end the reasons for the sbrupt
termination of the experiments in the two schools concerned.
The wrlter has been unable to £find a verillable answer to
the former problem, Mme must assume conservatiem prevailed.
Certainly the gnswer to the latter question lends eredence
to such a eontention. '1th reference to the ternination of
the experiments the regrettable truth is they were diém
couraged by departwental regulation and inspectorial
decision. In making one of‘his several unsucacessful pleas
for mlloecation of a special school for experimental purposes,
Yactie wrote to the Under Secretary:

“In the past the practice schools have been useds

Dut the last two experiments in operation have

had to be discontinued because the headmasgters

are unwilling to contlinue in the face of the

obJections ralsed by superintendents or inspectiors.

The experiments to which 7 ref'er are one on the

teaching of usic at Darlington and one on the use
of print writing at iorth jewtown." 6

6iﬁemorandum“from Mackie to the Under Secrétary.VState
Archiven: Records of the Department of Lducation,
21st Qctober, 1925. )
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4 letter from FPhillip Xennedy of the Practice Ochool at
dorth lewtown bears out ‘ackie's claim that thc teachers
and principals of the sehools were unwilling to compromise
themselves in the face of offieiunl objection. Iackiec hud
enyuired about the reasons for abandoning print writing ét
dorth Hewtown and, in his renly, i{ennedy stated, "that
the Circulur on the Teaching of "riting icsued in the
Education Gazette of lovember, 1921, was the primary
determining factor." Keunedy stated that the circular set
cut definite letter formations and strict adherence to the
Departnental set was enjoined. There was, he adanltted, an
eitsrnative manuscript set of letters, but he complained
that the seot differed "in twenty-seven letter forms" from
the set being used at the school, CJonseuuently Kennedy and
"iss Archibald elected to go baock to the conscrvative, leass
eff'eciive, but "safe" copperplate cursive and there was
gmall ehance of any further experimcntal work in this f£leld.
other tecachers ware in taclt agreenment with Xeunedy who
declared unhappily, "I take these circulars %o indicate the
epartmental attitude of rizid adherence, not merely to the
spirit,; but to the letter of the directions.“s

The segond major experiment undertaken at Mackie's
request involved principles now being recocnised to sonme

extent in the experinmental "ungraded" schools. HMackle

7 1stter from fennedy to ackie, State irchives: legoords of
the Departuent of rducation, 7th Ocetober, 1925.
8 1bid.
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considered that the formation of & oluss group homogeneous
in all respects was virtually impossible. Children differ
in eapacities and interests and Mackie muintained such
daifferences should be acknowledged in the grouping of
cnildren within a clsss and within a schools Ceveral
experiments carried out at Blsekfriasrs, Horth Hewtown and
Darlington schools were to iIndiceate possible procedures for
teachers to follow when allowing for individusl differences.
In 1921 racxie, wrpiting "Sehooling™ reported the
findings in London of Dart who had earriod out surveys and
experinents to deterazine Ythe diotritutiosn sul relations of
educational abllity” in a selected group ol subjecis,
“ackie atated:
vipom his {1.e. Durt's) study of the seholsstie
ebllity of s sclected group, he concludes that
scholsstic achlevements are determined by two
xinds of mentul factors - {irst, general
educational ability, which 18 relsted to, but not
identical with, general intelligence, and wisich
affects in difierent degrees the pupils' perfore
mances in different sehool Bubjects; second,
Bpecifie educstional ebllitles, confined to special
subjects o groups ol subjects. Uchool sBubjects
appear to fall into four groups, esch dependent on
& specitic mbility whieh is largely independent of
the others. The fcur groups are called by DBurt
él; Aprithmetical; (2) lJanualy (3) Lingulstic;
L) ILiterary," 9O
Mackie surgested that thess findincs indicated a
desirabllity of anltering the existing slangle clessification

of punils and putting into nractice = four-fold clmesification

3 ﬁ;rﬁéékiﬁ; ﬁTﬁa'Study of Eéﬁcaﬁion,"ngcﬁocli 5; Val;IV.
o3, February 1921, n.8l.
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according to the groups resulting Lrom Burt's study of
specifle correlutions of schnol studlec, o teat the
silfectiveness of such a scheme, llackle requested Vout,
Prineipal of Darlington Practice School, to set up an
experiment in four-fold clasaificationalo The resulting
ex;eriment at Uprlington was interesting not only for itself
but in the nanner 1t evolved out of previous experisenial
work ul the sehool, and in the way 4t led to the
exgerimenial adoptlon of the Dalton Plan, _

It was in the your 1319 uaat the principsl ond staff
al Darlingion Logan sericusly Lo guesilon tradiilonal
educationsl practices at the gehoole L serious ini'luenze
epldenle Lud neceoplitated the closiug of the sehool for
all’ the years In splie of such loss or time the teachers
were able to cover nost of the necessary work and
exaninution resulis were almost as good as usuals This |
sltuation indicated to the scnool stafl that there puct
previously have beocen a slover progsression than necessary in
the cace of some of the more able puplls. It was therefore
deternined to idnvestigate the possibilities ol more rapiad
promotion in the Loys' Departncut during 1920.11

A metlwd was evolved ot Darlingion by which the

bpishter puplls were assisied 4o work ehead of the remalnder

0 uide, pedze
11 v, vout, "“in Experiment with brighter Fupils at Dariington
Cchoply™ Geghooling, VoleV, 065, July 1922, D156,
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of* the elass and these “enrichment™ methods bore
encouraging results,

At the beginaing of 1921 lmcile reguested that the
Darlington experinent be re~organized alon; the lines of
the sw:gestions made by iurt in his repor$ on the London
gchoolus Voul was asked to reeglussify the puplils for each
of the following four groups of correlated subjectsi-

i) ‘athemaitics « Drill and Problen,

ii) Reading =~ Oral and Silent,

'iii) Corn 951§$ca, ﬁistorg and Ceogvushys

iv) tanual Verk and S@itingelz

Tn the ¢irls' Department, the mistress, Jiss Symonds,
also agreed to dniroduce the nystesu. It 1s luportant to
note thnt Voul, in his diseussion of the dsvelopment of the
exnerimont,; wrote, “eseach Departnmant developsd along
d4i’ferent linen and nelthor adhered strictly o iart'a
plans' Aotually, the work carried out in tha Cirls®
Dapaptient developed into & praciice of rapld promotion of
abler nuplils fron grado to grade rather than a plan for re-
classilication of nupilay for subjeets which shoved a high
snecific corrzlotion with one snother. Thorofors the
experiment in $ho Girds' Deparioent iu sipnificunt only in
that 1% sunported ihe contention 4Shat bLrighki punils could be

. : o o~ A% Eg o Sper GanBy b R FET B » 1 ) 1
advanzed pore guricikly than they were boing pronmoicd under

I271038,, pelSte
13 Thilde, pel57e
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normnl cireunatancess It could not be ¢lained that the work
thus earried out was plonecring 4n charaster. Already
Yaekle had inctlugated experiments at Dlackfriors Practice
Sehool which had indicated the advantages of allowins each
individual menber of s class to advance ot a p?ce besat
guited to his omn nental cupacity snd growth.1$

In the Doys® Departzent, too, Durt's plon was
"diluted" before being atteupteds Instead of using s
four-fold claasification, Vout declded to cpersie the plan
in ooly bathemsiies ond Compositions. Howevar, carelful
procedures were adopted in eaech of these subjieets to allow
&hildren with sbility ¢o progrest "over the bridees
estubliched 4o the next claﬁﬁ.“l) The tinme-toble was B0
arranged that Dathemotles end Componition wers done
simultnnosusly throughout tun Depardment. +ollowing
successful aceeloratinng In these twm subjects, o chila'’s
efficiency in other gsubijents, hiz age and his health were
tonsidered and in sonmn cnses he wae then promnied $o the
Rt grode,

Vout recorded the strong motivation achicved by the
1mplewenta?icn of the acheme and he appeared satisfied with
the resulis obtained, 4in srits of certain nroklems which
developed. Vout stated thqt a B8mall T?ﬂﬁﬁ?ﬁ*cﬂ,ﬁ, the

pupils 14 not respond ¢ to the scheme and a veﬂy‘real problem

By s, ghkie, MTho ”tuﬂy ﬂf Sduentiong” onecita; pa02s

15 v, Vout, "An Ixperiment with Lrighter Pupils at
Darliﬁ ton Gehool,” opetite, pelb7e
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vesulted Crom the fact that the scheme was not folloved in
the Infant Deparisonte Thus, with aceeleration from grade
to gracde in the Primevy Tepartoent but none between the
nlant end Pedwary, the second half of the yeasr saw a
disp spg fionately lurge Sixth Uradc and @ very smll
?hiy&.l

In order to £olve his problens and at the caze time
allow for Individual differences, Veout decided to lantroduce
at Darlington & modifieation of thoe Delton Plan, which was
boedng weed v effcetively by uany progrecscive educators In

tho unlicd Stntes and hind LGeooca Introduced $o tho Lritish

17

P,
=

pablic by lelon farithuse

It oiwuld e noted thut the ain of Laster grade
pronotion of sbler pupils do evident in the vwork carried
ouli in toth dé ertnents et Dardinston but this was not
consiotent with $he original purpoze of the experiment ¢

curpented by Uscehidce Vorl In four-{sld clessification is

cimmificently dirfercont to using practices whieh alm at the

C’

fester pronotion of pupils in all subjectos The former
rocornises there cre &ifferences in the interest and capaclty
of pupilo oithin related subjoet Liclds while the latter is
goncarned with the aneceleration of bricnter punils from grade

Ha grade, or pul snother way, from onc hormogenesus

5‘3’ ;4; 7'” 7 . Y En

=~ Ibidey pellile .

17 0 . pljlﬁiﬁ@, "oue Talton }_Jlan’n The rfuntrallsn Teacher: .
VoleITT, lioely April, 1925, pe2fs cherd
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clacsificatica o wiother. Dzpzriment with & $ruo foure

fpld clazsification, coupled wisth another of laekie's

suggestions, the erployment of spoeialist leachers for music,
1

trial
aré and arafi, awalts teefdl even to thio duye

The intsrest of Jackis's Léinbupgh Prolessor, Simon
Somerville Ilaurie, 1o rural cducation was discussed 1n
the ohapler ezemining influenccs upon dackics IS wus fhere
susgestod Facikiels later concedn for the teachers in such
Hew Douth wales schoolc was very similer fo Lhet exltidibiled
S b

Ly auries In Dogoubely 1910, tickin iuddentod hilo general

N - ] oy -1, E 2 o T U
Qinsetialagtion vith the exloting wrringesonts for sducsation

*

a3
1) 4

b

e rrete;

st

i

n rorsl srvene, W

Yihe pural sehoole, both primoyy and cocondarvy, are
eapable of great improvement, «..+ Ferhaps the
ropt szrlous delect fo the ingdeyuate ftreiaing of
teachers placed in charge of rural schools. Young
beople of sisutecn to ninetsen, with o smatiering
nf general education, snd an entirely insufficient
profeppionsd (raiaing are pul dn ¢herge of country
schoonls.” 19

Again, in 1923, Yackie declared:

"It 48 the case that 70 of the young teachers who
£0 to {hz public sehoolo ere persons vhe ere quite
inadequstely prepared for thelir 1life work, both as
repords perzral enliuwre wid profesclonzl dralnlng,
and from whoem there can herdly be expected more
tran routine ornd rochandceel vork under sloese
supervision; and, further, the less competent
teachers ave plzeed da chorge of the moot Allfieuld
g@chools, viz. the rural school under a siugle
teschors’ 20

i?”ﬂ, Vackicy, "The nducatlonsl llecds of Today,” Educating &
femooracy, gpeciltes; Pelbe

49 ~e Maokie, Lallorizl losesy Sghouling, Volelii, Koe2,
Decerber,; 1915, p+36.

20 A, Mackie, "lodern Tendencies in Lducablon,” The
Austrslinn Teacher, Vol.I, 0.2, fugust, 1923, pel3.




169 .

It would almost appear that ‘lackie was here being his
own oritics. As the Principal of fSydney Teachers' Collepe
1t wae his duty to prepare such teachers, at least
professionallys. lackie was conseious of this duty but, it
is submitted that by the time his seconﬁ complaint was made,
tackie had expérienced the frustrations of seeinc yet
anothor experiment sbruptly ended and o kKnowing
departrental interference was going to 1imit College
activities in future, In a memorandum to the Unders
Secretary, S.l. Smith, Mackie ehowed that such interference
was not in the best professional interests of the students.
He looked upon the College us a tertlary institution but he
wab being forced to carry out work that reastricted the
profesajonal influence such an institution should havee.
Iackie was never in favour of "short"” courses of only one
year, looking upon them as an expedient but he felt he
should be given freedom to decide upon appropriaste studies
for students being prepared under such condltions. It was
therefore with some feeliny; that he wrote:

*At the beginning of 1923 the College professional
courses of one and two years duration were revised
by a Departmental Committee. The muin principle of
the revision was to secure that during the College
course each student should study the subject matter
o' the primary school subjects. Courses constructed
on this principle are not in ny opinion likely to
produce the best type of teacher." 21
After advancing 8 number of objections to the

21 Itemorandum from HMackie to the Under-Cecretiary, étate

Arechives: Records of the artment of Fducation, 2lst
August, 1925, (7ihe memoran%um accompenied the 1924 Annual

Report from lackie to Cmith.)
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impocition of such a scheme, Mackle sujgested much more
satisfactory results could be obitsined if the admission
atandard to College were adeguate, "assuring a reasonable
standard of knowledge and skill in the various branches of
the primary coﬁraea."2z This would allow '"the greater
part of the students® time in College to be given to pro-
fesaional study and training.“23

74th reference to the training of students who were
later to take»up positions in thé rural schools, Fackie
had encouraged an experiment by College lecturers in an
attempt to ensure the best possible preparation for sueh
teachers., Defore 1921 demonstirations to smalle-school
students were given at Darlincton and North Newtown
Demonstration schools and, to give the students opportunities
for practice teaching, attempts were made to approximate
conditions in $he rural schools by fornming artificial smell
‘schools. Several children from each grade were brought
together into the one rooms. Ilowever, 1t was felt that this
was "only triflin: with the problem. ««« The children, after
all, were city children, and, perhaps, moct important of all,
the students did not realise the importsnce of the grounds
of the rursl sehool.”gu It vas therefore declded to carry
out experiments, in the practice teaching of atudents, in

actual rural compunities.

22 ypia.
23 Ibid.

2l 7,G. Cameron, "in Experimeht in Practice Teaching in Rural
Schoonle," Sehoolingz, Vol.IV, Ho.IV, May, 1921, p.110,
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.The area chosen for the first experiment in 1920
was centred around Clenbrook Sehool, which was & one-teacher
school which had an attendance of jJust below fifty. Close
to Glenbrook were Zmu Plains, a two-teacher, end Springwood,
a three-teacher. All these schools were to be used in three
practice sesgions of three weeks each. The students lived in
the area for the periods of practice and profitable work
resulted. In reporting upon the experiment, College
hatm’er, Hoelze Cﬂmrm wrote: ‘

"The experiment has been Judged a success, both by
gtalff and students, and is likely tu become a
permanent part of the College organisations The
students gained a first-hand knowledge of the types
of schiool to which they were af'terwards appointed,
They have learned, by actual practice, how to relate
school work ¢o the school environment. They have
reallised that the experience of the country child 1is
different from that of the city e¢hild. They have
been stlmulated by the sight of a well-ordered
senool gardens They have lived in & small rural
communitys they know the limitmtions of such a o
community, and have some idem of overcoming them,"25
A second experiment was held in 1921, when two

practice teaching “camps" were held in Hay and October.

The Camden district was chosen and 1t proﬁed to be eminently
suitable for there was a total of fourteen schools
avallable for practices They ranged Crom ninc oneceteacher
schools to one five~tenchers The local Canden shov-ground
and drill hall were made avallable for accommodation
purposes., In making his report on thio éxperiment, Cameron

wrote:

“3 Ibide, pell7s
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"Profesalonally, the students feel that they are in
touch with reality; socially, they get an opportunity
for self-expression that is deniled thenm in v non-
renidential college. _

ZThere 18 1ittle doubt that the social life is
keenly mppreciated by the students. The marked
success of this slde of the ¢amp 1ile was due in no
sm2ll measure to the symputhetic interest and
practical sunport of the people of Canden and district.
i‘he sgricultural Soclety, the loeal Churches, the
tomn Couneil, the locul branch of the Teachers'
Federation, the School of Arts, the varisus tenails,
ericket and football clubs, al) assisted,” 26
It is werthy of note that the type of practice

teaching, for students in small school gsections, which has
been oullined in the foregoing experiments, is in use today,
especially in colleges sltusted cway from Sydney. <dne
feature 1s micsing « and the advantage lies with the
experimental situation and net with present practices
Ghudents today “live in'” at the colleges and travel to rural
areas each daye. 7The school practice situation is real
enough, but beéauae they have no other eontact with the
communlty, the students do not get a real appreciation of
1ife and condltions in such a community.

Ap the sxperimente thus undertaken by the College
lecturers, with Xackie's approval asnd encouragenment, had
enjoyed success onc would ascume that they were continued.
Guch wae not to be. A marginel note made by Peter Board
on the medleal report suimitted at the conclusion of the

Canden Caxzp, at once proves this camp wss & Buccess but

€0 11,G. Camoron, "i Further Experiment in Practice Teaching
in Zural Sehools," Sehgoling,vVol.vi, No.I,October,I922,
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indicates the reason for withholding permiséiog to rin
another, oard wrote:

"The organisation of this carp can only be desoribed
as highly satisfactory. Its benefits extended far
beyond the professional ends that formed the primary
purpose of the camp. Y very much regret that the
gtate of the funds will prevent one being held agein
this finsncial year, but hope that this restriction
willi not extend beyond that perloed." 27
A further application by Mackie for authority to hold

a three~weeks}praoticgaeamp in 1923 was '"eclined with
regret" by S.d. Snith  and arrangementa for the practical
training of future rural school teachera became Jjust as
unsatisfactory us they had been belore the experiments were
undertakens Mackie guickly indicated his concern about the
luck of fadiliﬁies. In & letter to the Chief Inspectar he
"rejquested the re-prganisation of a large metropolitan
scioel into & series of one und two teacher schools, He
kanew that such an arrangezent could not be regarded as the
best answer to the probvlem and should be regarded ag only
8 temnorary expedient, but the nced for come form of
practice situation had become desperate. Hackie wrote:

"Jo means are at present svailable for giving those
students, who are preparin: for work in one or two
teacher rural schools, practice with heterogeneous
groups of chlldren such as they will be re:unired to

inatruet. Practice of this kind is very necessary
and desirable asess” 29

2‘*'

Report on the huﬁal Camp,.Caﬁdén, by the Department of

- EBducation Medical Cervice, State Archilves: Rgeg;da of the
Deparizent of “lucstion, 2nd May, 1922, (Locrd's note is
‘ dated Lith April, 1522.)
28 pemorandum from Mackie to imith, Otate Archives: jiecords
of the Depertwment of bdusation, 22nd Mereh, 1923.
29 Letter from lsckie to the Chief Inspector, Teachers!

College Archives, Lydney: lLetter Book, 1927. The letter is
glgged in error in the 1927 book as 1% it dated 6th July,
325
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_ Resért to such expodient werc contrary %o Mackie's
wlches and one does not vonler at the exasperation behind his
statenent In "iehooling™ a month later when he declared there
was inadeguacy of prepopration both eulturally and
professionally, in seventy por cent of the young teachers
taking up tenching carcors. The restricting prineciples laid
down by the 1923 Departmental Commitiee and the termination,
for various reasons, of experiments set in motion by the
College were limitations that were a severe trial to s
prozressive rincipal of independent spirit,

;Although'Maexie both earricd out other experiments of
hic own and was the inspiration beihind still mare,sathe three

examined slready were perhaps the most outstanding. It is

30 irlelly, other examples of such experimental endeavours are:

i. 'ackie's own survey of children's tastes in poetry.
In this study he closely observed the likes snd dislikes
of his ovn children for poetry resd to them and by them.
The poens enjoyed by the son and those preferred.by the
daughter are listed in lackie's article "Children's Taste
in Verse," Jchooling, Vol.XIT, iiosl, i ovember. 1928, pp.6re.
The conclusion ¥ackie reached was th&t "one principle to be
‘used in the seleation of school verae should be the actuasl
taste of the pupile." (Ibide, Dahs)

41, The experinent on thes teaching of [fusic, referred to
in Msckic's letter of the 21st October, 1925, (aee footnote
G)e Unfortunately no further references to thie experiment
ore in existence,

111, As emrly as 1912 Mackie was including in hia snnual
r@ports references to exnerincnts at Blackfriars Uchool.
ﬂn experiment in teaehing reading by phonies is reported

von in thia report. "Report of the Principal, Teachers'

College, Zeport of the Minister of Publie Instruction, 1912,
Sydney: Gavernmcnt Printer, 1913, De

ive Maekie's 1916 annual pesort refera to a further
experinont in the use of the lontessori Method at Blackfrinrs
Sehoole. [le wrote, Yi class conﬁueted on Montessori methods
willl be {sken from the Infent Schonl through the various
sta"ea of the primary course.” (xeport of the ‘Principsl,

Yeachers' College," Report of & 1lic
nstruction, 1916, bydney: uovarnmmnt Pr ter, 917y pelife
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noticeable that each ol the three resulted in frustration for
Yackies. lle was limited by Departrnental decislons, by lack
of funds, or by the unwillingneso of prineipals to continue
in the face of probable disapproval of senlor officers.
Cometimes there was a combination of all three limlting
factors. Now it has been shown that experimentation wus a
fundamental to the whole of lackie's ideal of & developing,
progressive education. It was tﬁerefore necessary for him to
find some other way to continue experiments so that such
factors would not obirude. li& had slready éried the plan of
preparing selected students and requesting théir appointment
to particular schools so0 that experdmental work could be
earricd out 4n such schools. At the close of 1920 he had been
succescful in having four such ex-students pléced, one each
in the practice schools of Hlaeckfrinrs, Darlingfmn, Darlington
Infanté and North ilewtown. 1 ilhese were Bchoﬁls in which the
College influence would be felt most sirongly and teachers
appointed there would be able to gain guidance and aesiétance
from !eckle. lowever, it has teen shown thut the limiting
factors already discussed were operative even in such schools,
It was in 1925 that lsckile therefore pressed strongly for a
scincol to be placed under his porsonal directlon.

in his rejuesi {or a spceial school rackle made

referenca to the unwillinomess of hesdmasters in the practice

31 Zemorandum Lrom Macikde to the Chief Inspesotor, State
Archives: Records of the Departcont of Education,
1st Decomber,
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gehinols to contiﬁue experimants "in the face of objcetions
raised by the superintendents or inspectors," and stated,
*It 1s vepy desirable thut College lecturers should have
facilitics for trying out new methods of teaching or
organisation and for this resson I would urge very strongly

that a schionl be placed at the disposal of the College for
32 :
this purpose.”

Yackie's reyuest was filed away and no action was
recommended or taken. e thereforc wrote agaln, early in
1926, snd the letier expresced his opinions and frastrations
go well 1t 1s gquoted here In full, !ackie stated:

"There is a great need for u school under the general
direction of the College where experimental work in
teaching can be carried out undeyr the sunervision of
the College lecturer in the subject concerned. Tith-
out such a laboratory the College instruction in -
teacliing practice is apt ¢o become unreal and
theoretical.

The practice schools have served this purpose until
recently but during the past three years sll
experimental work has been brought to an untimely end
by reason of the objection to any departure to current
routine on the part of superintendents or inspectors
or from the unwillineness of the head teachers to
compromise themselves by departures {rom the syllobus
rejuirements.

The College 1s thus in the position of being unable
to test new ldecas. Guch a position ie guite
unsatisfactory and will tend either to put a stop to
8ll fresimess in the College teaching or to bring about
a break between theory and practice.

I have therelore to ask that a &chool be definitely
nllotted to the College for experimental work, and
thus %o sepve as the laboratory of the College in
teuching, (mcthods, organisatian and curriculum).

32 emarandum Trom dackie %o the Unden hecretany, State
Arehivess Records of the DNepariment of sdueation, 22nd
oetobear, 1?49'
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There 45, I believe, s new gehool being erected at
Comperdown wirtich is convenicntly situated to the
College, and T would sursest that this school be
allotted as u practice schooll.” 33
That llackie 4id not get his speclal school for
experimental purposes io & matter for regret. Tho can tell
what adyances night have becen initiated 4n such a placet No
objeetive eritic has ever denied ackie's vision end there
was never any sugcestion of his unaertaking any irresponsible
exgerimentalAwork, It would have been econirary to his bellefl
in individusl welfarc to have involved other people's
chiildiren in experimentsl worik without previously having
explored the poasibilities thoroughly. However it is
suggested mekle knew Shere could be no forward movemnent
without experdimentation and he therefore emphapiced its
importance in educational development. Any ressonable
exanination of his efforis fron 1923 onwards oust leave one
wlth 8 sympathetie understanding of the frustration he must
ha ve felt &nd whiech he expressed in 1932 in these words:
“ean 1f treatment 48 fo be varled we must free the
teacher fronm the rlgidly preseribed curriculum, and
the preceription of methods enforced by mechuniesl
inspection and external exauninations 4And dn Hew
fnuth "ales we are far from these reguirecments at
prasent, where regqulations and preseription allow

the teacher less sc0pe in his proper business than he
possessed a decade arost 34

3% lemorandum from Heckic to the Under Secretary, Gtate
Archives: [ceords of the Depsriment of idueation, 12th

e uraa, 19«..{) ™

Sh A. uackie, “Uducational ileeds of Today," dueating a
Denocradyy opscites pellje




1'??3 2

T his strucgle for an experimentsl approaceh thers was
just one more posslble avenuo Lfop lackie to explorc. If he
could not secure reasonsble facilitlies through normal
chaniiels, then perhaops some experlimental work could be
undertaken by a body not direetly ticd by Departmental
regulation. In 1323 imokie made en ajnpeal, through
"Cehooling, to “1naiviﬁ§ala and bodies interested in the
progress of educations”  The appeal was for financiul help
to further the cause of research in educatlon.

It was Vackie's iéeajtwlﬁut ény funﬁs he received to
uce by working through a notional reéa&rch‘council which
would be an sutonomous bhodys A8 usual he had his entire
plen well formulated before miing It publie. Ile began by
pointing oul the need for research in Pducation and then
declared thai suctralia wes "far Lehilnd oth%r gountries in
the provision of fzeilitles for research.”3, Ags one exaople
of provision of such racilities in other countries iackie
instanced the jational Zesearch Councll of Scotlonds Ie then
declured o sinilur bLody was alresdy {ormed in Cydney and was
in need of finsnclal backing to earry out g progranme of
wor: already planneds It is Interesting to trace the
developneat of the body Tackle rontlous, Lor that developnent
ia ret another indicetion of his own sincere, purposeful

interest dn researchs

T - e e A e i '

-7 A, Tmekie, "Research in Lducation," Ichooling, Vol.XTI, lo.l,
dugust, 1928, pPele

36 Thide, DeOTe
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In the Lirst yeor of hig Feinelpalsilp, Mackle
organiszed ot the Collcge an liducatlion Zoclety andy in July,
1908, he requested the papers presented st the Soclety's
mectings be printed by the Goverament Printer. In a lotter
to the Undepr Cecretary, l'ackie had stated:

T have to inform you that 1t 4s proposed to print

the papers read at the mectinge of the Zducation

Society in connection with this College, lestings

of the foelety are hold every month and prouvably

ten meoiinzs will be hold during the years It is

eatlmaied that 350 copies of each paper 711l be

requirad,
I recommend therelfore that the Minilster's

approval may be given Lor the printing of these

paners by the Goverannent rpinter,' 37

Pernission was given Lor thc priuting of the Tducation
Soclety's publications and Peter loard indicated his support
for the togclcty awnd 1ts vorie In a morginal note made on a
letter Lrom Z.0i. Cole, the Colleze Vice-lrincipal, iosrd
submitted tuat the coct of printing Cole’s monozraph on
"4 cdoglected Lducator, Johm ifeary Alsted," be authorised,
and he odded “this 15 esasentinlly the kind of work that the

b
Tepapiment should assiset in producings”

Tu 1925, followinz more than twenty years of

productive work, the Tducation Soclety was reczonstiiuted

on g8 wider basis snd beeare koo as The Ustionsl Institute

37‘L6h38r from lagkle to the Under ecretapy, State Arehives:
Records of the Nepartnent of Fgucation, 8Sth July, 1908.
38 Letter of application for pernleslion to publish Lrom
P.Re Cole to the Undepr Secretary, ttiate Archives:
lecords of the TNepartment of sducotion, 23rd July, 1910,
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for Research in lducation.” It was on behall of thin body
atkic made ais zppecl for flnnneinl assistance,

At last good fortunc vao to smile upon Mackie's
research endeavourse. Othors in Auctralion vho had foresipht
and conviction comparable with Mackzie, wers to join with hinm
in the planning of sn entirely new body devoting itself to
recearche The newly-tonstituted body was the fustralian
Council For Tducational “esearch. !MNackie was one of the

HLg)
three men who planned i4s establichment and, in ths capaeity

39 From 1903 Gn%ﬁrda the uociﬂ g haé mone~rgphs publishea and
reference to such College publications was made in many of
Maekis'a subsegue=nd annual reoporis.  The subjeelis ranged
over a vide field, from “The Hos.uito"” by !'agsie, "Report
of the Principul, Teachors’ Golle&c,” ncport of the
Minister of Publie Mnutruction, 1903, ?ydney: vovernment
Prinﬁer, 1500, peoby &0 biorraphied, such as YA Negleeted

i“ucator: Johann Helnrich ﬂlsted," by Cole, and "A Itudy of
uﬁhafﬁﬂtlan in worth <ewtorn Practice School," by Miss
iller, and "4 Preliminary utu*y of ketardation in the
Gleaentary tchools of Syducy,” by taskle. The last three
meniioned were all referred to in the "eport of the
irineipal, <eschera' College," icport of thc “inister of
Public Justructinn, 1909, Uyduey: dovernment rrinter, 1910,

Deliie LAy otners were to follow.

40 The other two were I'renk Tate, Corperly Director of
rdueation in the State of’ Victorda, und Yroressor il
Tasman Tovells hile Dre. Jomes wa dussell, Viciting
Carnegie fra;eamor of Internztionnl HRelntions, was in
Australia In 1920 he dicscussed with these and other
sducationists the desivability ol aspproucuing the Carnegle
Corporation of llew York Lor funds %o support educationul
projects in Australla. The Corporation generously
appronpriated £50,050 for the purpese in 1925, Tho amount
was to be pnaid In fen annual incstsloents of £5;000 and a
further 212,500 was advanced Cor "administrative expenses”
in 1930. ({(custralien Counecil for tducational Researehs
A_Record of Councid sctivities, iQEp—i“ﬁv) Melbournss
LTOVhg FDPI00, ANQETEON, 1950 [Delo=lbe
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Tirst of Uecretary end, efter 1932, as Vice-President,
l'ackise helped in controlling ite ﬁevelopmant and activities.
lie remained in the position oflV1ca~Preeidant until 1939 when
ilinesg Lforced hiy r&tirement.gl ,

ihere 18 a clearly definsd thread running through the
whole fabric of ilmckic's phllosophy, writings and actions,
His fundazental belief in individual-State welfare end his
notiaﬁ 6f a"demoﬁraéy in developnent, led to his conviction
zhaa}thera mact be freedom in the prof’ession of education.
Reastreictive proceduresn,; prescriptive curricﬁla and methods
and domiuation by external exanination reguirements were
contrary to tho idea of Lrecdon und therefore these were
confronted by Macikic. {n thc otlicr hand lackic clearly saw
that Creedon could be granted only wacn teaching was truly a
profession in walech ithe teacherc hud boen fully prepared and
wapre capable of making thelr own Geclsions based upon
training, experience gnd experincuntullon. Through his ouwn |
example Maekio did all that counld have beon expoeted of any
man o eet puplls and teachsrs frove It waug no Leult of nils
that teachers would not, or could not, {1y frce from the cage
of prescriptlon, eXscinstion und ifnopection. ile opined the
door end shovred the way but nmost 51111l chese the security of
mediccrity rather than the ciimulation but th&vriska of the
UNKNowils

fne nercelves In Alexander imeoizie &n educator who knew

the value of & searehing, quostioning, experimental approach

U1 Apstralian Council Por bducationnl Desearch, 7enth Annual
Tenort, 1350=10h0, ‘eibournct 1Pown, PPior, ANGErson, 1940,
D.Sn
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and 1t is submlited he was succesufful in dexonstrating the
time was ripo for such an approach in lew South '"aless The
ing was appropricte but the ren were not ready. Depsrtrentsl
restrictions, teacher apathy and tho short-sighted systems
orientated attitude ol many depart-ental officers combined to
cause most of Uackie's experimential work to be conderned to
oblivion and to frustrate and exasperate s man vhose whole
philosophy rested upon the use of experiments and surveys in

the forward advance of education and sociasty.



(*seATyoxy 88e1T0D ,sxeyowe] ur ydexdojoyd ® UWOLi) {08eTT0H SICTIINOBTH




CilneTiR  VIT

PRT

 foH

GIOATOHTR A% BLACKSRITARD

"In 1906, Profecsor ackia ftook charge of the
inagtitution.

“The tralning of teachers entered upon 2 new phase
when Frofessor ackie {fook chorze of the Collece.
His exceptlonal nutural gilfts, his high acadente
Aistinctions and his wide kaowledge of nethods of
training adopted dn lingland, Seotland and Tales,
corbine %o mark him ont ge on exmincat College
Principals Profescor lackic has done splendld viork
in plocing the training of fteachers upon the hich

- plane which it has reached in ilew Couth Ualeg today.
lle and hils very competent staff coantrol an
ingtitutlion wihich, on the highest authority,
comparcs favourably with ciniior dnstltutions in
the most advancod countrice of the world.'l

Thig statcment, made at the oflicial opening of the

new Sydney weachera® Gollege on the 23rd lapesh, 1925,
indicates the conviction of L., Emith, Under Cecretapy
and Director of Dducatlon, concerning the oulstanding
success achieved by iackie during his Lirst twenty years as
Principals Tue unfortunate divergence 4n opinlon and busic
philosophy of cducatlon whileh later developed into open
hootility betweon SEnith and aclkie will bLe considered in
the following chapter but that antagondsn does not alter

the evidence that, in 1925, Snith believed ‘ackic had shorm

15,11, Snith, "Training of Tezchers in Hew South Tales,”

- Sehooline, vole VITI, 11043, Ap?1171925, DalBe
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hinseld $o te un eninent college principal who had done
splendid verk, posopessed excentlonnl notural glifts aud
controlled an inctitublon whlch wuo cguual o eny othepr in
the world. It is the purpose of this chapter to exanine

ackie's work during thoce years and $o endeavour to

discern in 1t She Justification for Cnith's ndph praives.
Althouch oo rciercnces to carliler chaplers may be
Inevitoble an attonpt will ve made to Fulf4l the chanter's
purnose by giving some insignt into the 1ife and
pePsonal attrdbutes of Imelkle the man, by considering his’
reluationsihip with othors - pordlenlarly his.atﬁdents.and
la staff cnd by exanining hds work 6o an adainistrator
within thic Collopge ond ag Profeczor of iducation within
the Univercitye
Yrom the monent uckie slepped ashore from the

"H.0e XoldaviaY on the 22ad llovenber, 1906, he exnibited
e enthusdacn Yor his wori, on enthusiaon whilch wag to

rry hin throusn maay fubure Aifficultics, Tn o laotter
written on the following Sunday, Lo cpoke aninatedly to his
Lfather about his nov hone, deelapins, "Australia will be
un very plececant place to 1live in and Sydoncy In particulur,“e

and of hie £irst mocetings with various College, Deparirent

2

and Fublic torpvico Doard officinlse o told of nis

,.,:

5 , L
“lottor f'vem nelils to
oy

3000 Y o to nils father, Sunday, 23%h lovenber,
CO0s el mekic Tan

1ly popors.

L_
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Yoordial" welcome ashore by Peicr Bonrd, laeLardy and
another of the Colleze lecturers, whon he did not nancs
Uaelardy, the tcting Principal of the College, he
described as "a little, elderly man of about Lifty with s
Pierce moustache llke a sea lion's.“3 board he considerad
to Lo "a very nilee fellow, somewhat over forty" and of
their future working relantionshipn he prophesied “T think
we shall pull very well tO"chan"a Ilis Lirst visit to
the Training College was made with Doard on the Frlday
morning cnd it is 1rtorest1n" to £ind aelile rﬁmxrh ' u?on
the “temporary” nature of the premises, “Plans for the new
Yraining College bulldings," he declared, "are being
prepared and these buil@iﬂgg wlll be located within the
sgrounds of the Univ&rsity.“) During his Idrst three days
ashore lackle made two vicits to the Departnment, one $o
Dlackfriars Collepe énﬁ another to the Public Service Ioard.
n the Caturday afternoon he made his "first public
vpearance” « o conpletely unrchearsed public anpcarance.
It wao not made before a guathering of eninent educationists
but before a group of children and parents at the indsop
Fublile Sehool to waleh Maekic and Board had travelled in
order to attend a lature Study exnibition arranged by the

children of Viadsor and the surrounding districits., The

j’bi(io, Dels
u?’biﬂ ey .,) @
)Iblu., pn)n
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teachers insisted upon Zoard and ueckie vddrecsing the
gathering and co the Lirst public evidence of the
pufposefgl, vorking relutionship of the two rmea was
£1t%4in71ly made in 2 cehool hall snd in & practical

gitun tiOﬁ.G

It 1s clear that Vackie threw himsell whole-

heartedly dinto the worlk of educnotion from the nmoment he
crriveds, iz wag eanthusiastic in his statenents, untiring
in nic efforts to noot and Xnow others assoclated with
cducation, and anxiouys %o cone $o orips with his new
challenge as Collepe Frineipals He didy however, 2ind tioe
Lron %he very bezinning o indulse one of his favourite
peotlnes « that of walking end explopring his surroundings.
Jdthougi hie vas g keen fisheriean, gardener and wag fend of

ucir oecasionul gane off golf, lackie®s ehlel »sereution and

excrcise was gained thrvough waliiing Tids actlvity
patisfied two needsy the obvious necd for nhysicul exercise

and the need Cackie Lfeldd to £ind ould all ho eould about
hio now lends  dis insatiable thivst Lor konowledse led nob
only to his sotudy of bLooks vubt to tho first-haond
expericencing of his new environment and he soon lmow move

about the disirvicis and strects of hilo now home than many of

Thile » D 07"9 »

In mony of Mackie's lotters Yo his Lfather he mentions the
Pich ha koo oa uzht in varicau placa Se There gre ceveral
caprly refepeuces to fjolf. 1PS. Jackile recalls his
Pondnocs for pordeninsg ond wa Plngc
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Mackle ramily papers.
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Macki;(centre) with Members of Bathurst Teachers' Association,April,IS08; |
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original in Mackie Family Papers.)

(from
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6
his colleacues vhio hnd lived in Sydnoy all thodr livess
Hor did he confine nlncell to fydnsye Daply lettepre to
his father tell of hic ezeursion to Tasmonla's Tiroad Niver,
"about edoht riles vest of Ellﬁnaale”,u his elinb of ount

10 11
Fellington and his tedo to Marden Gold Vinca. However,
by far the nest anbltious of hio holiday excursions took
place durinz the vaecation iomcdintely procedings ackio'n

Lirgt full year ag Feineipal in 1907. Tarly in Januvary
thut year he sot oul oo & merbor of & purty led by the |
famous geologisteoxplorer, Zrofcoser (latcr Sie)
Tdgeworth Tuvid whooo Inteoation 4% was to elinb Yount
Kosclusko and map the dictrdcts Thoe pariy of 27 contuinsd
Tnekde recorded, Yabout o guurter laGlies An charge of 'rae
bavid who earme ont £ron Inslund come years oo to Le the
Principnl of the Troining Collegse Lor Yoren vhieh 4is novr
epged In the sydney Yruzinidng Collsrme  Che guve un that
poat however, after threo yeurs, in order to beesae

12
Prge Davide
In esreful detndl mekie reluted dn his lobiers She

cozech ride to Coonu nond the upvord olimb out of Jindeabyne

from wiileh ploce tholdre heavy bopnoce, tents ond provisions

8?133 e bhllicn in an Interview granted the writer on
19%h Juae, 1956
o] ad BT 3 N 4 ;- > 2 S -
“Lotter fron Yaekde o his Lother, written fron athlone,
Sllendaley 9th Junuary, 1908: I!ackic fanily pa iNOPSe
loLeﬁtcr Sren Yackde teo ads futhor, written freom Yern Yroe
totel, Tount elliagton, 26th Deocembeor, 1907:  aelie
fundly popcorde
rstter from Imekic o hic rather, written Lrom Harden,
28th neeenher, 1905: Tuekle fanily papers.
127048er Cron ?acLﬂb o his Lathoer, writteon £rom Jindabyno,
L7th Jumwpy, 1907 oelkic fundly nopoPie
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Hio getadled desgriptionn of

wv

as the 1licht lecteds?
Gpoeneer's Creek, Charlottc's Possy the fnowy River, Blue
Lakne, Luke Albina, Dount Clurie and the “gaddle! connscting
ount Clario ard Touat Hozciucsko arc little gems ol
vividneos and cluritys Indecd thesd letters contein the
post oubstonding exanples of 'ackle’s ability ac g
decerintive vriteres Vhon the pardy cucceedced in clinbing

1 thess wordse

2]
b
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=
5
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Ltiie nountaln, he recorded tho

00 reachidng the cumndd we had one of the finest
vievg of nountuin country I have ever scen. Thero
was not g ecloud in thie sky and wo could soo for
over the plaing on the Dew Douth Yales sides Cver
the Victorion border the ground falls very rapldly
nd porges with tholir intervening ridges ﬂtratchﬂd
as for oo we eould sese On this olde Poreot {ives
cauzed u thin {ilnm off smoke, like 2 light nist and
addad to the beauty of tho general effeet.t 10

Jrorecsor David, represcatdng tho Chancellor of

«

Oydacy Univergity, loter addressed the students of e

openinr of the 1907 secoione. e Lirst ogtresced the

Importance o teachers fo the corrunity, arguing thet the
i % .

hed dn their nnde, "the grect motive Lorce for prozress
17
and advancenznt In eivilicoation.” e pefcrred to the

P

Geveloping ansoelntlon betveon the Uepupt-ont end the

s ) RN PSR
“?retter frmj Tackie to nic fathor, writﬁen from Mcﬁt'ﬂ
Cunp, 206h Janunry, 1007: ifaekic funlly paper

0 ctter fron imekic to his LYathor, writéen fronm ;ﬂtﬁ'g
Conmpy nocelunko, 22nd Jonualy, 1907:  aekle fandly
nOpero & full report of the excurcion nuy be reaa in
i S

SouthﬂTalps sonentlonal Gazetlie, February Lith,

17 qavons by JroP esioy e David, "Sydney Training Collsze.
Openidng Seosilon,"” Tho jew Couth aler Dducatieonal unﬁette,
Februnry Lthy, 1907e FeldfYs
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»

Univerosity ard be thoen shole aboub the recont Losciusko

gcroursicne Tno roport of his spoceh wviatoeds

noeferrin; to lirs 'achie’s Hosciusio trip, Profescorn
Duvid guve sore hunorous exgericnces of the telp,
the reciigl of Irs izekic's successful encounter
with a blzelk snaze provokzing much louzhier sees

The saske slain by re. Yizcklic would not Ly auy
means be the only Gragen slain by thelr youthful
nichlt eess Ticy had hod mony testimonials regarding
Ure fackic's heud « the oselusko trlp had shovn
that his heart vas aloco oll righte" 18 '

David'o addpess vas lishtehearted ond haporsus.
ackie's by contrasit, wos challenging and purposelul,
pivine icmediste notice thoet ho was golng out after the
fdragens” nentioned Ly Tavide e invited the ctudents to
consider what thelr cims chould be while in Collsge and
aftervards, and he aoked that they should counslder what
reans should be enpleoyed fo reclise such almse e then
expreesed publicly for the firsl tice in Sustralia his ovn
vicicn of a pro-yvesslve cducsation in which the teachsp
would be trainsd to uceepl the conceguent frecdoma and
reaponsibilities,. lacliie decloped:

Taeo it ig coneeinlly dmportont for you to beeoac
indencndent in thousnt ond conduct ssaew

see ine cttlitude ol Lthe stndent must differ Lfrom
that of the nupil, aud this differeance ousht to be
reflccted in chonges in gin and method in otudy.e
In the past the training colleges have too
Lreqguently inculceated the schsol attliude tovapds
learnine, and have ained morely at prepardns (he
student to naso coriain external cxaninoTions sees

ere memory acquisition does not yield
seientific or orgoniscd knovwledste

Thon T osay that the ain of study is independent
Inowledss,. esee 1 mCan see that the knowledze you

13114,
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aourire should bzcorme i Integral part of your
intcllectual czly through Lirst hond observation,
eriticlon and yefleceticns Uhe rosultlng nowlcdoe
will, in fuet, be organisced or seientifie lmowledge
and the indepcadence of =mind cuech knowledse implics
is esaential if you arc o teuaech wiltn Lrccdeon end
cffect " 19
ind oeiidie not cutlined the moithoGs of study
cpproprinte Lor the developnent of independence of nind and
cpirit hio adhercnce to deusceratie ond progressive ideals
niszht deserve condemnntion because of ilimitatione. For &
icader o oy what ho vents of his Dollovers without
giving then any lead as to how they saight achieve such
rasults is never saticfactorys lowever, "ackic made it

eleasr thald ho had

e

acciully c¢onsidored Lhe neans as well

ng tne endo, e also gircozod that the frccdorms he

envisaged did not conc to those vhe morely depended upon
lecture notes. ilo argucd:

"In the pact the lecture Lios bulked much $o00

largely aso o teaching inctrarments In the natural
sclencen 1% 1s now cupnleoxented by practical
1abosratory work unjer dirvection und somethin:
analogous is regulred with leciurcs in the literarny,
mathemmtieal, historleal and philosonhilcal subjoctise
ffence the College library do as Ippoptant as the
College laboratory, and small grouns under Lhe
lecturers’ dirceiion will Le Lormed for reading and
the discuccion of definite problems. Cnly by some
such msans can ese dndependencs of nind ese bO
cultivated. You must not expcet to have all
informition presentced to you in neat lecture notos.
such a mothod of fezcning pursued slone malkes
direetly agoldacst the alms oiff study as wve huve now
Com: rd thems  Tho putpose of the lecture is
rathzr 2 give you a frazswork of geacrzl ideas to
bg £illed in by Lardhor readins or eloe to elucidate
dirficultios vhich private reading hzs brouwcat to
Yishte" Z0

19, Imekic, “.ddress by the Principal. Sydney Tpaining
Collers, Cponidng Cesslon,” Zhe jew Soukh /ales ducationsl
Ceratte, Pebruary Lth, 1907, Deifre

2 e Yal

do!bid., p.l{u-




uekic belicved thot such Lethods would consribute
to tho developuont Qf gualitics of gelf-depeniencc,
initiative, Ve““ﬂtl7lb7 cnd cdaptnbllity, all o© T which ure
gualities necevsary to intellectund Lpecdons 45 ho sinred
to train such pesponsible oon and woren who would Le
independent in nind and eonduct 1% woc cosentisl Tor him o
so organise the copporate lile of the Colleoge thot these

guzlitics ccould be developceds T

03¢

=

dr beglinndng 1% wa

éﬁ
P

ne studcnts opportunitics

[

uekic's deterninnticn to nllow
Lor fres cemmunication wiih eong anotior g9 that studsat
siluirs could be eorponiced zlong demecratic lines and by

the sbudents thencelvese i bolicved dntollectunl fresdon

was o preroguicite 1 cducction wers Lo dovelop along

izl dndependencce, ho

O

nrovreooive linoz, Sihical cnd oe

madntaingd, were epually dusortonts 1 precenting thoese

-

thourhty duprins his inousural addrsss 4o Sho students, the
nev Principal declared:

“In particular, 1% will Lo advisable, I think, to
orgenice o roprecentative ecouneill of oitulenia
ciarged wiith the nmanagerent of PQli@éO socletics
and writh the other dnterosts off the otudoent bauj.
Ly sucil means you will have the opporiunity
"ciuﬁrin“ that oihlezl and goeisnl ihd?z‘ﬁ)?g
Naich is ejually noceasary alons with inuullecﬁual
vipgour and Independeneze Tn elthor case you must
win your Crecidons T iz‘not o antlve posuession,
nar can 1t bo econlerred upon you by tho Colloce
aut ori*icu.” 21

ZiThA0 ey DelTie
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' Leprecseatative Councll relerred to

153

o~y

ackie wan bepun In the fdrst yoar of hls principalship.
Futting indto preciice iz broliel tho students should be

cncourared o organice thodr ovn social alifalrs he granted

thelir rooueat Top o Toco ol doy each month so that

nlenico, gonea, concoris ond other pooinl activities ¢ould
I3
L
Lo arvancede e oncouraped the rpo th of varlous student
£y
f28

pocictico and elube within tho Colloce

tackdln Jurther tricd fo cosure tho wolfars of

ptudote Uy crranging Lfor the poricdice incpoetion by o
reoup of Gelleoge lecturces of boardins houses o vy to

R - ~Z. 2 e, £, ' Ya oy .y g s K
cucurs studentis Lrom tho country had adoousice

agcomiodatione  Actually he was novey really oaticlicd

rith tho standard of gueh accomacdatlons (e many times

regusoicd the purchzce of a 1dinz to bLe used &5 & hosiel
eluimin~ it Yorovivcions Lor noolthy livians end ¢budy cre
[Tl
ot

gongnplcuous by thcir abosones” In most of the bonprlins houses.

iy

C2yep e ndlleon, in an Indcrvicevw graanved fhe vrdicr, 30th
“ueu;u, In06e lop Sxdllen atatced, I think tho £irst
sresidont vas o Iy Pnuoe e uclde mode it clear fo him
tiat he vos not to guoln the Irdneipe 1'" ntrmiccion beiore
Council m=de 6 decdsion but 2 go cnezd gnd make taicen and
thien let the Ppincipal Imow 2bout tht..n oul of ¢ourtesy.
e elveys voleeoncd Shoir suscentionce

[

““T.0. Turnor, “irolecoon “Icuander agkdcr an ﬁpwr@ciation,"
The Porun on Ddueantion, ValedliTV, loed, A0pil 10506,
(filexonder [nczle onarlal IUmbor), peETs

2hypia,
3 T v | . - b o - - o 23 —
¢5ne~tcy fron Taclide to the Drﬂﬁr “ecretary, 7th Jebruary, 1910,
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A ‘ PUBLICHIGH scHoOL,

Dear Professor Mackie, ,

I am scnding you the enclosed for
what it is worth. Going throush some old papers
the other day, I came upon it and,recollecting
its origin, thought it might be of some inter- |
est in the College records. f
X It is a reminder of the first issy
- of the College megazine, being the first print

of the first name plate wused in connection -
with it.

The circunstances of its produet-
ion may be worth mentioning. You called for
suggested designs and,having roughed out an 1
idea during some uninteresting lecture, I took '
the suggestion to you Tor your general criticisr

_ before zoing any further., The next I knew of
the matter was that you had had a block made,
and handed me this the first print. This accouni
for the greyish appearance,for it was dravn in
.ordinary 'issue' ink on common paper,and not as,
should have been, in indian ink. The lack of I
finish is due to the same -r:ason. i

' How I came to preserve it for

| over twenty five vears,L -do not know, but I
hope you may consider it of sufficient interest
to nreserve it in the college records.

with srateful rccollections of
your interest in,and influence upon me in those |
days now a little distant,and with best wishes
to you and yours, '

' I am,
Yours sincerely,

{
|
!
/ i
|
|
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| I
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Prafessor Alexander Mackie, September, I9I8.

(From photograph in Mackle Famlly Papers.)
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apnrecdatien of tho cxtent to whlelh the cchoeno hnd nushroonmed
end Ite populority with the teachecro of the Stote nirht o

raincd by tuiviﬁr the arransezents alrendy made for the

3

Ly

19th Octebor, belore the sucpencion of $he ochemc. 8.4,

scuny, the Coerotary to the Stoff of the Yeachersa' Collepe

"

reported thut "The Lollowing were to be eonducicd on

Saturday nexnt (leCe o0 19420.,10184):
vunvo~' Thne teaching of anunl Torly wiih an
plwn tion of oone opicinal work in the
rslvnlonhlip ol Tapor-Colding and Cardbeard worl
to the Goorgtelical Torile =
ire utheriord.

1

Glouccotors Uhe ilon in Hew South

o T R

ClnlC0e -

»

Judorees doture Study wiih gpeeinl reforonce (o

S

Tandliions

»

2ird LifC. = Iip

o

Cooonoels SChionl Tgic, -
' o Abhking,

Sroend: Ruprrizentalicne - .

B b

. Paillips .ol
Other vicito hod already been ormanised Zor Teachers!
Ageciaticns go fop apart as Albury and Yanvorth, Lzthuret
and o 08 Two dnveroacss nicht boe dravn Lron the coheno,
e Lirot o thot monry teoachors in low Scuth v zleo did vant
So loarn fron the Colloge cubjoecet crxpuerts. Whe sccond is

el >

thut theo Uollepe oiaoll wao dovoicd cnourn So nect teachop

&

Fouentss  ackle hoad Ingpired then and hod led the vay ouly

o once agoin oce hls clforts core to un wbanpy and unilcsly
cudae  Howover, 1% nay be aoid of lcelde’s vorlk during his

fude —

“~Thid.
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Letter from Mackie to the Public Service Board; (from
d0riginal in Records of the Public Service Board: Noe4957.)
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h “”incipal ol the Teochers?! Collerso
be anpointced Peofcasor of Ddacation 0 et as an
oificer of thic Dzpuarboont in the fornmce capacity
end of the University in the lottor, '

is the

;‘\

-~
Rl
nt

J ri f.'t'
i—<
N

ile Tt o porticn of his salcry (o the amount of
£300 nor annum be paild by the Undversity and 2700 by
$he Tdacution wfﬂ;Dtr:n&.

1is Enot I oho “Vcnt o thie *rQLc“"OP“nip oL

qhucﬂﬁioq veeoning cant cnd in ordex to raid *n
the cesceiction of *.olezucﬁuglp with the “nCuCPS
Collepz, 16 1o ampecd upon that the two posltions
counbinuce to be held by tho stws percon, and that the
pdr 501 L2 wopo fﬁbd.mplv vith the “ull conecurrencs

ond gonscand of the Univercity Senate and tho Zducation
Lrantb

Ingoilur op the glove propocolo rol&tﬁg to Toeide,s thes
Scnate geaerally coneucrad with the Jindicter, btut tnocy were
unwilling €to comnit thiemsolves regording any futurs
mppointmant. eide Yo sppointment to the dunl position was
annreoved by e Goveranr in Counell in lapen, 1910. Iiis
salary wags theon fixed of 2300 per annunm plus L1000 ner annum
puid by the Unilvoepsiity. AL thm cone tirme the cenale pald
ppemium'ror Caelic whileh would allow hiin the same ShCO

70

wul peansion richits cc enjoyed by othor profescorse.

Thils Jingd provicion,; awl indecd hin very aoppolationt to the

ralafions vith the ublic Sorpvice Zoznd and tho

71

fupcrannuntion Doarid. Howover, ot the time of his
O%n .
Do IU:L‘-}: P :pqg.’.ﬂ
fOThidey Dolls
flece giceusaoion in tho followins chaptoer of
EJRN] «

(x*t,atluu.a. ith boati booyrds rogarding lli., S5
uporannustions
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DAILY TELEGRAPH,
2642.1916.

 LATEST STRIKE.

STUDENT-TEACHERS REFUSE
LECTURES.

.“NO PLACE TO EAT”

Yesterday afternoon something like two hun-
dred and fifty school teachers—or, to be quite
exact, students who are being trained at Black-
friars College to become teachers—went on
strike. Not for higher pay, not for shorter
hours, not for victimisation, not because of
non-union labor being employed; but just, just
because they bad no place in which to eat
their lunches. It seems almost unnecessary to
2d¢ that the strikers were women.

. inquiry from several students shows that the

t:¥ed, ard that there are no ringleaders to be
.| subscquently carpeted in the professor’s room.

attendance at tae college during 1915 found to
their disgust that two of the thres ‘‘common
rooms” which were at the disposal of the
women students last year had been put to other
.uses, and that something like 260 girls had to
| accommodate themselves in a room -that would
be overcrowded with fifty.

- “strike” was ebullient rather than premedi- |, ently unheeded, for in 1903 he reforred to the

The college begin work last Monday ‘after the §
lohg vacation, zad the girls who had been in}

The result was that |
‘| when the morning session was over and the-
| lunch Tecess began at 12, there was a wild |

Y& any case, they would only have to put |
Professor Mackle, principal ot the college, 1
the witness-box, and ask him to produce bis’
snnual reports,
- In his first annual report, in 1807, the prin-
"eipal of the Teachers’ Collegs drew attention
'to the inadequate sccommodation, and he- has
referred to the same thing every year sinca.
In 1907 he wrote:~— - : - f
The building at Blackfriars, is which the |
college is at present located, is entirely |

" teachers.

{nadequate to the mneeds of & college for |
The clasgs rooms are dbadly ar-
ranged, and insufficient both in number and
in size; administrative, accommodation, |
common rooms, etc., are almost entirely
lacking. . . .
is carried on by a serles of makeshifts,
which seriously impairs tho value of the
work done, and renders it impossible for }
the college to carry out thoroughly the
work of training the large body of students |
entrusted to it.
Next year—1308—-Mr.
plained, and said:—
The Premises sre very depressing; shut
in by high and ugly bulldings, and without
any free space for the students. The class
rooms are too few in number; badly ar-
ranged, lighted, and ventilated; while com-~
mon rooms, library, and dining rooms are
almost entirely absent. - The sanitary ar-
rangements are very primitive.

Still the volce of the principal was appar-

Mackle again com-

«grossly unsatisfactory nature of the accom
modation provided.” N L
1t is certainly a reflection on the State of

New South Wales -tbat it 13 content at a
time, when seasons are good and money is
being spent freely on other public build- |
ings—the Medical School, the Art Gallery,

the Public Library—to mention only a few,

to house its college for teachers in such
inadcquate and depressing buildings, and tn
such an unsuitable, noisy, and overcrowded
nei-hborhood. . . The students are al-
lowed to pass two of the most formative
yeargof their lite in surroundings that do
c:ef&mj to ennobls nn? elovite the charace

The work of the collego |’

| scramble for places in the common room, and 5

the unfortunates who ran last found themselves *

b o e o s s, ot || g e Bk et i |
. "

mostly stand, in the sun munching & sandwich, || %o ony interteres with eollege work would

in the full gaze of tbe passing traflic and the
1 gurrounding school children. .. disappear if the college bulldings were in a

- The crisis came yesterday. The lecture bell
.} rang at 1 o'¢lock.

’ my lunch'yet, and I'll have & cup of tea if I'm
¢ expelled.” - C

1 “I'havent bad a bite,” said another, and an- |

i' other, and still’another,
i "Well, let’s cut ,out
¢ protest.” |

the first lecturs as a

Even girls who had got early doors into the |

| commpn room recognised that the hungry giris
4 had cause for making trouble, and decided to
£.8tick together. In a few cases students had

wandered off to lecture rooms vefors the strike |

¢/ started, but even these, when the first lecturs

f of the afternoon was over, joined the strikers, |

and wagged it from lessons.
J It is not known whether the strike will be
} centinued on Monday, or how long it will laat,
+ The students are much.too old for physical
} punishment, they cannot be “kept in,” and the
if small allowance thoy get will not permit them
;‘1 to pay any heavy fine.

- “I'm not going,” said one; “I haven't touched |

-to the character of the student’s residence.”

Apparently, even the Principal of the college
began to. feel disheartened, for in his report
for 1911 he merely remarked, “The promise of
‘better accommodation has not been fulfilled.
The college is still compelled to carry on its
work ‘in the quite unsuitable premises at Black.
triars and Hercford House.”

Teachers’ College merely stated that “The col-
lege accommodation - is seriously stralned;
while apparently tired out, or possibly cheered,
by the knowledge that the foundations of a new:
college were befng laid in the University
grounds, there was absolutely no reference of
any kind to the accommodation at Blackfriars.

It the students’ strike does nothing else but
focus attention on the imminent need for better

‘valn,. - . .

- e 2SS

more open situation, and it attention were given -

In 1912 he repeated his complaints, and in-
1913 the annual report of the Principal of the |

accommodation, it will not be altogether iu.

Referring to Conditions at

Newspaper Clippings

Blackiriars;

February, 1916.

*
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STODENT TEACHERS™ .
PROTEST. -,

| : : 3 STUDENTS’ STRIKE AT |
REFUSE TO A'I'_I_‘_END LECTURES TEACHERS’ COLLEGE.

i . ©

INADEQUATE BUILDING.

. . TO THE EVITOR,

Sir,—It i8 to be hoped that the forcible pro-
test by the girl students at the Teachers’ Col-
Jege against the cavalier treatment meted oub|
to them by the removal of their eommomroom

About 250 1ady students at the Blackfriars
Teachers’ Training College refused to attend
the afternoon lectures on Friday last.

It appears that during the long vacation
two of the thres ‘common’ rooms which
were avallable to the students last year had

becomo absorbed in some general scheme of)

reorganisation. This left the accommoda-
tion at the disposal of the students for lunch

L conveniences will draw attention to a matter in
_which the gereral public shodld certainly take
an interest.

voiced his dissatisfaction with the existing ccl-
fege arrangements, and shown how inadequate
these are to the cfficient training of the stu-

Year in and year out Professor Mackie has]

and resting purposes very much more

y EN li e
limited, and the dissatistaction which had idents. 'l'heh T?achers . von has been
been simmering since the commencement of cqually emhatle. At the : s confevence neld.
the pew term last Monday culminated in a ‘ at the Town Hall on Decewsber last, [ roferred |1

. refusal of the students on Friday to resume to ihe matter as follows--"Whea one wWals

i work after lunch. g'ound the magnificent pile of University build-

It was learned on Saturdéy that the ings, and egxc.h year sces some additicnal neble
| students appointed a deputation to wait on i structure rising, but looks in.\'ain for the col-
Mr. Board, Under-Secretary and Director of lege that is to bring teachers into that essential

" Education .to-day. Thero is a college coun- i close toufh with the University, and remembers} |
¢il comnected with the institution, and it 18 t?e unlogc;ly:{n;‘round;n;s of Wie present loca-
.understood that the negotiations on <¢ne _tlon at Blackfriars, the cramped accommatli-
matter with the department will be conductel -tion, and the whole miseraple makeshift. cne
.by the members of this council. On bebalf cannot but fecl how unrcal are all ihe pro-:
of the students it has been pointed out that testations made in press and on platform ahoug
Professor Mackle, principal of the coliege, the national solicitude for nrimary education.” ,
‘has on several occasions brought under the I teel s;n'e that Mr. _Gnm.th will see by the:
notice of the department the inadequacy ol ’E:arxize T;::?nhe‘h\:}i‘l\‘:te"on‘:‘z‘:}v\:fisg(:‘c;:xlnncmuw::ls.

v S © cans'

the accommeodation at tho college gemerally. of providing decent temporary accommodition.,
and that he will see in tne incident reason for:
at -once proceeding with the ercction of the |

“long-promiscd Teachers’ College. In all these.

‘matters 1 am equally certain he will receive'!}

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HERALD.

Sir,—It is to be hoped that the forcible pro-
test made by the girl students at the Teach- |
ers’ College against the cavalier treatment public support.—Yours, etc.,
meted out to them by the removal of their - .\ . FRED. T. BERMAN,
common-room copveniences will draw atten- _ 'President, Teachers’ Astociation 1814-15.
tion to a matter in which. the general public ¢ Public School, Five Dock, February 2é.
should certainly take an intercst. Year in o .
and year out Professor Mackie has voiced his
dissatisfaction with the existing college ar-
rangements, and shown how inadequate these
are to tho efficicat training of the students.
_ The Teachers’ Association has been equally
:‘emphatic. At the annual conference held at
: the Town Hall in December last I referred to
_the matter as follows:—"“When oOne walks
{ round the magnificent pile of University
. buifldings, and each year sces kome additional
noble siructure rising, but looks in vain for
: the college that is to bring teachers into that ;

essential close touch with the University, and DAII.Y Tmmm
[

. remembers the unlovely surroundings of the
i present location at Blackfriars, the cramped 28020I916.

. accommodation, and the whole miserable
* make-shift, one cannot but feel how unreal
" are all the protestations made in the press
and on the platform about the national soli-
citude for primary education.”

“Her Royal Highness, Woman,” bas made &
shart cut to ensure public attention. 1 feel
sure that Mr. Criffith will see, by the glrls’
action, that they have ‘a genuine grievance,
that he will at once devise some means of
providing temporaty accommodation, and that
he will see in the incident forcible reason for
at ospce proceeding with the erection of the
jorg-promised teachers’ college. In all these| :
metters I am equally certain he will receive!
_public support. ] am, etc., ;

FRED. T. BERMAN,
Prezident Toachers® Assn,, 1914-15,

Foh. 2

i

STUDENT-TEACHERS’ STRIKE.|

—_——

The strike of women students at Blackfriary
Training College against atiending lectures, o
the grounds of lack of accommodation, is stij
unsettled.

It understood a deputation from those con-
cerped will endeavor to interview the Under-

H I Secretary s connection with the matter, ¢

‘Newspaper Clippings Referring to Condition
Blackiriars; February, 19106. st
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Intapvenad ond there vao only olow progracs Lo the noxt
thoce yoarde Tho Coliczo YCaleadaor? recsrds tho furtlhor
iovolonmentos
9IS wan a01u ad 4o concantrvatzs on the cosizra wing
o thoe Lullding wad to brins 16 Inte uso 03 soon
or nosg'u79 to rolleve tho consesilion b Dloeldrlars
G Tﬂ523341“9 27th Jaaec, 1917, thoe foundction cione
van get by e Hiadeter fop Zdncatlon (Ure. Auvgustus
u.y. Jz u) addroness were “1vcn Ly the Xiﬁisﬁbrr
Iite rl Profecgor 12 kinj and 3"3”“""ﬂ? ancis
inlﬂruen, The ecagtern half of the building w:g rc:ﬂ:
2on ase u*):’*’s w.,‘aﬁm'.l;y Bl yoars alfter worl: hod beoun,
and the new bullding vos Divet ocgupled o
Fobrravy, 19- 0. Uatil thn whole building wao
complcted nzarldy Cive years loter, College work wes
gnrpind on in Livco ploeccs:  Blackfelars, lsrelerd
iouse, and the new tailding.” G2
UiAth enly ous particular of the now bullding wao
Nackilce disappoiniad. e had reyuested the asssnbly hall and
cymnooivm b built as an extension to the weatern cnd of the
buildling (sco hio shoeten plon opposile thus allowing
i L ]
Yor o lorce conbral eouriyard rather tuﬂn the two smalley,
i O,) .
grauped eourts ol sho prosent Collceras HAg wichos conld
not bo ot os Peler Ziard pubaltted the nlteration dn plons
vould "lofer tho earrying oculb of tho eompiciion”™ of the
s}
L;!.f. .
bulldings Tn oplte ol this one disappointeent, one can
inmagine askicts @elishi whon ot 1nst $he Collego was
[} i

conpleted.,  In the Docorbor, 192h dAscue of (ho Yisalabupral,

no Troio,

82» Bt ey iy T U TN —— -~ -~ P SO S S P
Sydoey Yeachers! Golioge, 3500-1955. A IZriel Historicul
ull:"‘;u”‘,’g" ,0771:*?1: Cap Padle

e

“renorandun fron thekic to Loand, 19%h *ﬂﬂLnWJy 1023i. Otate
Aychivess ILogords ol S4s Dcr'°u1unﬁ o Ddusaticn, 1921,
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hny oosesozent of aekio's work ot the now College

mugt toke into acecount the econonic conuditions of the time and
the chanres in adminlctrztive personnel within th? Teportrent
of Hducation vetween the years 1920, when the first wing of
the Collepe wae mode avallable Lor use, and 19L0, when
illness broucht to o sad and totally unfitting close the work
of 0 man who péobably did more ior education in ilew Uonth
ales thusn any other peroon before or sinece,. The econonic
¢onditions chould be exaninoed for they dictated to o laprge
axtent what could poscibly be allowed by scnlor officials.

Tt wan unfortunate for ueide that the econonmlie cecene
gradunlly worsensd becautes purtly as a couseguenee of thdo,

- -

nio supcriors were inclincd to be unsyompathetle towards the
problena vhleh he breuzit before tnenm Lrom tlme to tine.
iackiets twenty years at the now Collepe was a perlod
cf increasing regponsibility Copr hin in bota the number of
students odnitted and the diversificotion of coursec offercdes
It wng also & period in wihdleh he Lourht staunchly,
ralentlesoly, but often fruitlessly, for the maintenance »f
igh ctoudards of traininse It will be shovn, too, thut
his wori ves olten hampored wid his burden lnercased oty tho

petly intepricrconce of senlor officials in domesntic Collope
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ai'faire ond by their own tardinces in dzspatching to him
certain infornation necegsary for the smooth runaing of ths
Collizze. ‘o mdd to nlc problems at thic tinme zeiile
expoprienced Linanciol worpy and o deterlorating personal
relationship with the ublic Zerviee Loord and s
Government and Departmental oifficialsc.

Concurrently with hies efforts to saticly the
inercasing demands rade upon him as Collese Principal,
acizic continued throuzhout this perlod fto hold the position
Tessor of dauncation. Tt willl be schown that, in this
canuclity he strove lfor the Lorging of stroanzer links betwesn
the Collepe and the Universitys. “uch that he wanted to do
swrould have resulted in cducationzl prosrecs and would have
cncured the fuller tpainiug of the Stute's teachers but here
again he net with opposition and his proposals vwere broushi
to nothing, addin; yet furither to nls cence of fruciration,

The reader will discover that durdns the yeurs
vescining to hilm et Principul and Profcuoor, lueikic was often

»

to ¢ons into conllict with his cunoriorc. omeiimere the

grehansco vwere bitter and peilected tic ¢xuperation ‘wehic

cxpoerienced wiacnever ho wilinecoed the $rdloph of what he
considered to be unsound cducatilonal pollicye Yhuro were
occasions, Yoo, wiecn cn already delieute gituation vas

§i kD

further deterlorated by soms zet of provecation or

cabarrassnenl on ackie's own vport. 4% no tine ddd he

sutfer Interlersnce ;lodly, €speeinlly oo if ke considered
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.

such intecilference to be the rore noddling of academleally
Inferior oificlcols following bad educationald practicoo,
lipvevery 1% mant bo stated that tho exercise of greater tact
wonld oiften hove gerved his purposcs much more erfectively
than hic deterainution t2 nmect opposition hond-on., In
exprocsing similar convicelion about “aciic's impaticnce with
phort-sicnted or unsound nructices, Yurner astuted:-
"Indced, he Iouznt for his urincinles with conothinz
£ tho Lervour of his Scotiich forebezrs, thourh tasre
vere times waen hic colleasues wondered i the Inzlish
vrait of compronmise nmisht not have won the same poals
in the ond and vith less physideal and nepvous Glrain
Yo himscll. For the prescures to vhich he vwas
Freguently subjeected and shilen hie consictentl;
recicted ool 01l of him in later years, nad he
raotived to face o long peoriod of illness instead of
cnjoying immedictely the leicure and poces he oo
richly deccrvcd." 1
Defeore examdning in detall the poartiecular asyeets
Lforechadowed in the abowve introiduetion, the wrlitcer inteandso
to dlocucs brielly ithe ceonnole scituution in the twentics und
thirtiecs as later in the chapter cuch economle conditions
will be related to oizraificoent actions by ackic's superlors.
In iicw South UVules the policies of Labour lecaders
Storoy and Dooloy durdns the early tventies were sined
pererzlly at decreasins the hours of vork, iuncreasing the
bvasiec wure, extending wellare meascures throuph a !lotherhood

Endowrment i1l and redistributins vealth by means of

L 1.0, tfurner, “Profescor Alexander Yzekle, An Appreciation,”
‘ne Yorum of Dducclblon, Vol.XIV, oed, &pril 1956,
Alexander lackie lemoriol Iunber, p.fl.
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inerguaced toxatlion on hisher inconcss Yhere ic nothing
surprisins in these polilcics vaich morely retflect the |
traditions ol Labours and there ds little to be found in such
policics whicnh could be considcrcﬁ econonicelly dunserous.
Gven Lang'ﬁ later "Lure-reaschine cnd contentioun lcgﬂu-
laﬁian"ginvolvinﬁ the breakingeup of large cstntes by heavy
taxatien cnd the instifution of ¢ gysten of eh1lld endowment
vers hordly likely to eouse real ceononie hazdship to tho
maso of thoe peonlee It is notl in the realm of Stote politics
that one must look {or the couses of inercacing Lfinancinl
councern apparcnt in the twentiocs ond culminsting in the
dicastcerous depreesion of the thirtics. Hovever, in

aring the policics of the federal mce-Paze Goveranent

1
to be respousible for intenuifylng the offects of dopression

one muct hacten to emphacice the fact $hot the policies wers
caprcfully co-ordinuicd, were carried ocul with the vest of

intentions and were unlorbunctc in the tinze they vwere put into
practiccs Indecd, it must Lo considerad Goubtiul 1f auny
Govepancat could hove Lorcceen and avoidad the deprescion and
cerbuinly it cecenms cloor thot Lobour pouccssed no policy that

i)

culd counter it.

"0lloving the Jlrst Vorld Var, therce wus on optimistic

beliel in Auvstealic’s future, in ner ability to prooress

"' V 1;—.77 V ' 5' £) | ) " -

“ G hracn'o Qs “Developnent in the Ywenties,! duntralia, A
iocdal and Peliticel Hictory, (eds CGorden WP&&HWDOQ}, Sydney .

anpus and uobcrtson, 1955e DeliYe

L

Ibldae, 1‘305551;
Thide, Pedlile
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ratericlly and to benefit Lfrow her antapped natupal resources
and i1t¢ was therclore oot wmatural that the Sruce-iapge
Governmont reflectod thio peneral oplbinisu and conceatrated
upon materisnl developmonse Greenwood suggests that the main
icones ol the time, "wore concerned with closer ccttleoment of
the land, aoslstants to nlgranty, lurpe-scale Gﬁvclcpucnta}
projects, orzanised markoting and proteccetion to inaustpg.“)
whe whole Coveramznt policy wos o carciully intecrated oneo,
euch copeet dependilng upon tne others. Yhe expausion of

national vealbh wao sccon as the grealt objective. Tinig

dependced upon the dzvolopnzat of Ausivalin's reocources vwhich

needad both Incrcosed populiitlon and extensive copitale Tith

the appliceticn of cuilable protcetion, the cng reoull was
cxpzelted to be increcoed praduction, cauvuring tho development

of newly-citliubliched dndustrics. Close co-ordination of
policy with Lritauln wac expeeted o provide the accocoapy
capital loanus and tho geheunes of mizeatlons

Cwhe Goverament's poliey won imusinstive, couras GOUD,
and lno,:cu well on poper, It hud, hovever, one vital and

vulnereable spol viiich was to cuuse ilis failure ond conce-

¥+

cuently greatliy worsen the 111 effects ol the threctenins
doprecsions Whe Achilles' hicol of the policy lay in dits

depsndonuce upon overseans maructe Sor the Alsposal of iis

') J.b"(.lu, e ’C"Tu



surplus peoduetion, Iruece carly roecosnised the importunce

-

of’ this aspoet when ho declared:

-

411 wiao stady our present nutional circumstunces
mnast rewlise that the moriketing of our aurplus
produetion 1o one of tho preatect nroblenms thab
ve have to faces TE do dmposoible Lor us to
radntadn oup Wnlte Australiu pollicy, or our nressnt
stendard ol living, or to ensurc our naiional sarlcty,
unless we Inerezse cur populﬂtion. But it ic of no
uﬂw for ug $o increuse our populution unleos every
individual who enters the cguntr“ Lecornes a ,
preductive unlt ond even produetive units are of no
vulue to us unless a poyoble morket ic avalloble for
thweir productions %he problon of marketing our
surplus produciion hoe boeonze aecute Iin the lost fovw
yaurse! &

Uith Australis depeonding lorzely upon the returns from
her primapy inductrles and with vorldewide acpiculture
renaining in a depreoossed state, 211 efforts to expand
saustralian prinory indus rdn the twenties were hampered
by the deeline in world pricod. Minully the fact hzd to be
foeced thoat the poriod in whilel Australia could exnand on
borrowcd noney ond foverancnt subsidy was over and that
sustralin wan goln: to huve to cxporicunce o nocw period of
acute uncoploymznt andl o prea t v lovered standard of 1iving.
it is egainst this ceneral b wekowvound thnt onge must Judzge the

stoteonento and sehlovenents of Taekic and the freatnont he

L]
reeceived £rom others, capocinlly in the 19350"s.

sxamination of College Calendors Lron 1905 on reveuls

an increvsing diversificotion of cources. 4 eomparic

o TbiCey ppelUY=303s Urccnvood was here yuobting Con“cﬁ”ealth

rarlianentory Dobates, Vol.103, p.llio7 (1924),
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S5 Students who take courses shortor than tho

two-yoor cource cre, excent in the case of proguates

of’ a recornised UHlVGPul?”, ¢1iible only for the

third-clace certiricute of the Repartzent of Lducution,

Lia Whe following cources ars in operation durin:
182 -

2) Short eourse of twalve nonths, qualifyinsg Cor
teaendns; in small rural schoolc.

b) Cng=year course Tor graduaies in Arts or Ceicnce

of o reecogniced Univerult". hilg cource ig
exclusively profescicnsl, and cunlifies for tho
"nconﬂ~c1wﬁn certificrato,.

¢) Dvo=yonp cource, ualilfyine for 4h» ceconle-class
certilicatc. n this eourse the student may tak
b Aiviclion cualifying fov dnderrarken nnd
Tulant felieol Ar’*:achinf‘, or that gualifying for
nidadle ond wnper prirary tezchino,

d) Throe and Pour yeap egourscs npo onen to scleeted

sindents,

]
h —4

cehnol teacheras,' 10
Furtier developrments continucd throuchout the time
ackie's tenure of the office of rrincipal and, in 1937,

eport on the eollepe by the Chicf-Inspocotor end Deputy
Chici' Inspocior (Marknccs ond eilenzic) revealed o wide
ronse of eourses beins oficrod.

It hoe been establishad, then, that Taciiie wao
aduninistering a Collepe in whiech $he varlety off cources

ontinucd to growve ‘hea it 1s ulso approcisted that the

hveninrs Uxztens *On Courscs Lor primary cnd intant

of

numper of students belin~ cntered Por inereased Pron 3C0 in

10 wenehe 2rs'Collece Culendoay, Uydney: Alired James fonty
vovernment Jrinicr, 192be Dedle

11 .

oo appeadix 3, "Renort foliloving visitd ol Chicl Inspecctor

ervice Snard, 30%h Iy, 19Jut Lo«CSL7 e

and Toputy Chief Tnopector," Syadney: irchives of the Public
:_ %]
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conceern aboul the Lailure to have hils ginld raintoinad at

a lovel subflicient to deal with the increauscs in conrses and
studecatc. 4ftcr complaining to the Under Ccerciary, nc
Linnll;y doeiced to anprouch the Preniecry, 4%, Lung. e
TrotCy; Meeee 1 have becen Informzd thot no cdditions cun be
made fo tho gtull because you had ladd iy down that no

additions were o be made t
crcoption bein: the primary

thon stroncly

Col

30y
\ngnl

; but to no avail.

fustralic, there wao by thic time (1927)

abosut the otate of

Jurther correspondence Lrom Mackie to

o M . 1 Voo & 3y
Socerotary Indic nat i

%o tho Urepdor and tiod th

brunt of Lin winial

otatcd pls casce Lor

Lo

o

strinsoney.

o tho puclic scrvice - he only
13
cnd seeondary schoolGe” ile

inercascd gioflfl

Pt d
VS T

I i Soubh Tales ao elsewd

1

the ceonenye

the Under

s re

iners dhihd 1is

o the

in

']

giving

had been uncucceesiul In his plea
Collcpe wus beginning to fecl the
15
iz objzeted stroacliy

to

nd

16

"the conntant increasce in the burden of adrinistrative
tecching wonlk viieh is beliny iuposed upon me without the
nrovizsion of wdeguntc cssictonce fop corpyins it outll”

12 Statenont of foets

Concernins the

Salapy off Frincinal

ueile.  Syduoy: Archives ol tho Fublie Lervice boord, 25th
July, 1935. D0eC3The

Lotter Lrom toekie to the Hone Jo0. Lang, el
and Colonial Yrecsurcr, Svun?y~ Teachers'! Collere

febtopr Linoity 1947« Lun

carch, 1927

Ge GDODLWOOd, Ausskalisg, 0neCitss peiliD.
5 . MR s ;
1D jetter from lueiic to tho Under doeretary, wg&th:
Collcoe archives, Tetbier Book, 1927, 16th Ia 027«

.-

.:.bid.

Freoier
Archives,

Teuscheors?
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{ie declzred thot he had not previocuczly objectied beezugse he
hod hel{}cd he vould be granted the "necessary componsation'
by theo Public Sorvice ioard and thot an cdeouate siaff vould
be provided. Leither, he deelared, had boen Aonc. !

“hen laelkide meationed the “nccecﬁarj'cbmpcnsation“ he
vas referring to the reluctance of the Public Cervice Laapd t
crant him any increase in salary. Indeed imekie's salary
chonzed vepry little from the time of his appointment in 1906

to 1940 when aﬂ vags retired. Thq circunotances are recorded
ners beeuuse the vriter vellieves Tzelie's finﬂncjrl position
coused hin grave concorn over the yeors and contributed
tovards his eventunl eonllinnoco.
On his oppointnent acidic's calary was ob the rate of
S700 per onnun with rance to 800 por annun by anaunl
1\)
Incvenento ol 025, On his 1210 oonpointrmont to the dual
noeition of Principal and Profccoor hig salary was fdxed at
LO00 poer npun plus 2100 per cunun to be puaid by the
19
iniversity Senate. Tt chonld oleoo be noted that the Ucnate
uniertosls to pay Che cnaunl preomiuvns on 2 poliey wvirich would
arovide Vaekie with o ponsion of ZhO0 pop cnnum,  Thioc wo
the uzsunl pensieon provision for Univeraidy Profecsorse. [Iis
Universiliy sazlary woe increaced by 2200 por anoun in 1920 und
he made apnlication to the Fublic service Eﬁﬂrﬁ f'or un

incroence in hic salery as Principal. One cannost bub bLe

1— e 3 ry v 4 % ”- v
/ bioteront of Yocto Concerning the Saolury of Frincipsl
lackzle, onecite.
a N b
1 1hia,
< - by
19 Ibhid,
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curpriced ot the subnivoion macde by Petep Loard on nekis s
application, It read, "I ¢hink thot in vicw of the rocent
inzeease granted by the Univeroity, the salfréoﬂi“aa fairiy
bz roparded as satisfactory Tor the prescnte” HOWEVCT,y

on this oceaslon and agoin in 1322 the Soard gront ted fackic
29

b im

increcses of Z100.  Bxeept ror un increuse of a mere £25 pe
aunmun in 1929, itscikle yas never agein o receive a favourable
decision frpon tho Loarde Indeed, at the 1932 3ienniul xeviow
hic salary wac reduced to Ljﬁg.lf.lo. degardless of his

nany appeals, Dacaic wags unublc {0 zain any Tarther
vermanzratlons Tho render nizht tho more readily conrecicte
iackdie's 1927 coumplaint o the Under Scervetary when it ds
realiced ko had recelved =n incrcuase of only S200 por annun
from 1010 to 1927. Duarine the sone perled the gsalary of

Collore lecturers nnd beon inersased by 8077 to 100 and that
3

faips

of the Vicesi finci~x1 by onc~third,.

The Princinal wao coon Lo becorma involved in anothe
zattor which was to disfress hin grestly end add conuiderably
to hio ﬂ vanelol concerne. 1t related o Tackie's supcrannuse

tions GnuGP Soetion 11 of the Supercununation sct of 1916,

deduetions verc made Lron Jzekzie's salury sud remitied to the
r) b

Superannuation Doarde. buch deductilons continusd to be made

o) o _ -

20 Thid.

'J.’ - 3 r'y :
€2 v yesdion of Supersimustion in the Cuse of Frofescop
'hcki:,‘ Sydnzy:s Stulc srcniveo: giles of thb Danartrent

of Fduention, g).»?.l 57




until 1927, when the board realised Tuwekie was alco entitled
to the Professorinl pension of 2400 por annum. Sccebion 5
of tho Act defines "employcc" ao nooning Ya p2roon coployed
by un cmployer and wano i, by the toros of his cumploymont,
redquired to give his whole tire $o the duties of hic cmploy-
menty bub does not Include eese 0 Professor ol the Unlverslity
oy
et
of SGydnoye' ~  low 4t should be noted that Iaekle was not
a4 fulletime Proressor of the Universitye. Indeced the terms
of his anpointnent in 1610 werc suech that he woas permitted
to carry on hio Univoeolty work only 1L 1t dild not Interfere
¢ith his Quties as College ivrineipale ilovever, ths Roard
decided ackis was not entitled to contritute and on tho
15th tnye, 1927, o ucnmorandun vwes scnt Crom the Accountant ol
na Gtoto Supercnnuation Sourd o he Aceountunt of {he
Deparinent off Wdueation. Yhe penorandum read:
"In vicw of the fect thas the “bnveanag~d enplonyee
eleo holds tho position ol Zrolessor ut the bydnuy
Univercity, tho Luperannusilon foaru hap degidzd
that he is not Ml1"iulw to contribute to the huna znd
that @ relund of hic econtributions chould bz mude.
- Vould vou kindly ceaoe naking any Lurther deductions
and cdavice (ois O0Pice the anount of doductions made
but not fornarﬁcﬂ.” 25
04 beoing informed L2 was nuont clipible, lzekzie directed

3

that the amsunt oving to binm be lodgzed o hio ceeount with

25 ﬁmﬂDPJWL um from G levmzreh, Accountant of the Public
Vervice no«ru to Sccountunt, Depurizont ol Mducatiola
Sydnecye:  Sfote Srpchives: oeords ol the Teparbiaont of
?dﬁcziigﬁ, 15%h ny, 1929. '
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the sank of australooin. (o protested aguinst the Tioapd's

refucal to vay conpound intercst on the sums deposlited and

\,»u

.

vegan o eampaign to {isht for his re-inctaternsnts. On 13%h

-

fareh,y 1925, Judge J.0. Campbell heard an appeal fron ”3 ckzie
and the prelcvant scction of the Juige's opinlon (it was not
a legal detepnination) reads

T 1% hod boon compotent for the sppelant to rely on
the ground of any ezl firct ut”th in his regquest of
Lth July, 1927, thet the miter chould bz roferrcd
under the toerms off section 55 of the Lupcrannuation
iety, 191G, I have very grave douwnt whother T counld
huve come to the same decision as thut comsuaicated to
the appelont by the Joard in their letter ol the 1lth
Yayy 1927 eseee I othink the effect of the delfinition of

L

4

n
topployes? in teetion 3 of the setb s lec}y to prevent
o Profcosor of the Univercily by virtuc of thaot
aupoinitnont and ctaotus Jlopﬁ, bcccmln" or belns o

conitributor Lo thie Funde

o
w

Tt zceo o mo, howevaer, that the annclunt hus
arocluded hinself Tron rolsing that wuastion on th
annenl by hovins, wlter dlucunuiOn anad COPPJ"“OMULRCC,
without gpnoeal, qcc snted the decluion of the Toard

that e wagc not nualifiﬁd to be a eontributor, and
having thersupon aecevnted and reeeived o refund of his
: contrivutions to the und.” 26

A the Attornor=General (.. Zoyece) declared hinse
to b2 in gecord with the opinion exzpresced by Campbell, it
vep elear that nelther Coampbell nor foyee Celt FMackic chould

nove boen deprived of his beonai'its on the ground he hold the

dusl pocition of Prineinal and Prolfcscor. llotever, they
<6 J.le Campbell, "Heport on the Confcrence,” Juidges' Chanbers,
“avro“v Courbt, Syducys 13,A Ilaveh, 1de, Siate Archives:
cerds of the Tepavtront of Hducation, 1920,

.o N P R T Yy
“7 gbima, Faibe Boyeae, £16% Varen; 19280,
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o

™ ‘-‘l

Or
&

read he had orred by ceceptine the refund fron t
wiltnout previoucly awvpealins azainst the Doard's deeision.

Avpurently had Vackie refused to acceept the cheqgue and had

6]
Cl
0

2
e’

mneddntoly aopealed to 1low, his appeal would how
N : ] oK

upheld, IH Is cubnmitted, horever that he follored o noftural

'\

depocited to

[

courcs in oceznting the moncy and hevino 1
hils aeceount. Tt ceenos unveaceontble thot he should hove been
deprived ol zgpcrannuuﬁioa benefits on such pifilin: srounds.
Lwever one to subnit casily, aekic trisd desperately

to rogain his oot richt to coniributes. Thoere vere pood
orounds for his concoerns  Yhe University pencicn of Ch00 per
annum vas not o lorge asoount and Lurihorzore it would continue
to e pald only durins thoe Prolcescvor's ovn lifetire. Lo

provicion vas made Por hls dependanic chould he pre-deceace
28
nis wiie. Carcefally studying hic pround, lockic decided

that the vhole matter rosctied upon the sucstlon vhe ther or nok
he wad eonsidered to be o full=tine publice servonts On beinsg

ascurcd by totn ths Under Jeerctoary, Somlth, and the TFublic
20y
e

rd thut ho vas so regarded, ne then wrote ¢$o the

b

Covvice Doy
Miunister Dor Nducation reoucsting ro-consideretion of hig case
and sucoestinTg Jour possible linze of celion in ordoer o

conpersate him Lor vwhaot

2

deprivation. zeliic curpested:

‘- ';,') - - 2 3

=9 That his coneora WA mally justixiig iz shon by the fuct
that Inelkls dicd in 1955, alrcaﬂifpﬁc—ﬁcc in hig wif
by twelve yoors,

2 / - FaEN - V. I LEFAEN ER sa < o - nE
9 jatsers from Smith to pdaekis, 17th uuly, 1323 snd Mackic

Lo the rublic Cervice “ogrd, S0t July, 1928 dn viich he
1hn¢?“ ion for their inforaation.  Cydacy: Ntate aprchives:

[ SRR

Locords of the Tenorimsnt ol cducnbtion, 1920.
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Ut

tiderst, I micght be wllored to come under the
Tuporaonnuction Act au a new contributor. I do not
azkz for re-instaterment, which has been refused on
appeal, bub cceeptance de novo. Decond, a pension
nicht be taken out oy moe by the gwucation
Departnent with o suibable oifice, Hhird, an
cddition might bh node o oy gsalery in iieu of the
pension righis of which I hove been deprived thousi
eatitled o o ull-ﬁime public servant. Ltourth, a
caort Aet of rarliusrent niznt be pussed adnisting me
or re-adzitting no as cantributor. Thic in fuct was
surgceted oy Ire Justlice Canpbell.

Prom the tenor of ilr. Justicc Canpbell's judgement
it is porfceetly clecar tint he thinks I should not
nave Dwun deprived ol wy peacion Ly the Zoards T
nave gurlered o grave injustice snd I very
regpeetfully reguest that it will Le rexnedied by one
o' the above ucatlioned meuns or by some othor more
appropriate.” 30

whis uppeal wat ansuccessful and although fackic
raized tho guestion on many later oceasionz, he received no

saticfaction Lron Hinister or Public Service Zoards ‘Yhe
Doard declared nothing could be dong for the IProfessorp
stating that sg his eate "had been deteraincd by the proger
authority, they coula not interfere with itc accisions."JI

In the light of thio stiatement it is intereatine to note
that, on thv sppointucnt of lacikic's succeusor, Dre C.R. [cRae,
gnd following a decicion by Juctice Iovin thot cllae was
disentitled to continue superannuation contributions by

renson of the definition ol “employce' in Uection 3 of the
2 S P » Y Yo ') M . " . = v LA .
gct} the Chnirman of the ublie lervice Lourd (Vurth) wrote

30 12tter from ‘aeiie to Druntond, 2hth October, 1923, Syducy:
State Archives: liccords of the Tepartment of Lducation, 1923,

31 yeostion of .uD”PQHhuguiOﬁ in the Casec of Proressor

i’,‘.C"ic " opett 174-

Tceision of I've Juutice Davine archives ol the publie

Service Lourd, 18th Decenber, 1940. (0,10-3661,

U
o
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“

at once to the Aftorncy-General, reaucoting that a ¥minor
arendrent? be mode to tae tuperumnuation set,  Yhe
emendnent, heo otated, weo

"to provide thut Dre cdae, on appolntzont us

Frofesgor of Jducution at Zydnoy Univc?;it in

addition to holﬂing thac office of incipul Qf

the Tcoehers’ Jralning uollubu - qnd any ofi'lece

siilarly cppointed in the future will be enabled

to continue to contribute to tho State

SJuperannuatilon Mand.” 33

Drazmond added his sunport to the reguest, frusting
that, "no difficulty will arise in incorporating this
prenarnent Into legiclation vhich may come before the llouse
at on early dated”

There o g Linal rouzh note concluding the relevant
Publice Cervice Loard £ilc and it states "This muuﬁor hos

cen carricd by recent amendzent of the Cuperannuztion

55
Acte” It 1o contended that the soame cource could reudily
have been followed in tho cuse of Professor ackie. There

are grounds for the imprecsion ho wae treated harshly.
Perhaps thie reason io Lo be found in the deteriorating
personnl relationships between lueklie with botn the Eoébﬁ
and his suneriorss On severcl occasions he cnbarrasced these
supcriors aad the Goverancnte It will be shovn Lo wus

always motivated by the principles involved and he was

usually richt dn hio opindfons but he mact ctand aceused of

being unnccecsarily provoective and tocetlecs at times,

¥ Chairrun orth to the Attornoy-licneral. Archives of the
Public Cervice Doard, 15th Jonuary, 194le L0.40=3501.

3L 1hid., 1bth Jenusry, 1941,
29 {ipta concluding Pile no.lL0-3661,



lettlng his exaoveration get the kettep of him and loshinge
out in ailuek rather thon exercising restraint.

Iaeklc's parsonzl financial conceras have been
treatcd ﬁn goine dotall because the writer Leels “zekiec's
conviction thud he was tre suted unt fairly ond his conseguent

worry zboubl his prescni egnd Luture finﬁnci 1 position were

)

contributory causes of a worsening relationship with his
superlors. The imprecsion that such ¢ situation alse
hoctened hils eventuul physicol end nervous collapse is

B

Althiouzh Peter Dourd twice refuscd to support “ackie's
applications for salery increaces, therc was nevertholess a
gtrons, cordial worlkdng reletionshin between $he two non

who hiad siniler ageademic interectc cnd sonovwhat cimilap
notions about the wider aimg ond purposes of education.

Doard's cuccessor, G.00. Snith,

]
L&
r{:j
e
[®;
7

sented an entirely
ditlerent philosopnyes Iis profescionel preparation included
no University training. ile was dictatorial rather thon
denoceratie and his actions eonctines revealed & sence of
erconal inadeguacys. Lponm the start ho was not a popular

Tipure among teachers, being tl ﬂélcust ponular ol the {ive
Councill of lederation nonincos, end the fact that he

neither comuunded the popularity ol the ovdinary teacher nor

had tho scademic stonding to encurc the respect and sunport

6

(§3,

Aolle Crane and .G, tzlker, Petep bourd, Opecite, DPe267~=3e
They state thot vhen the Counecil of' the Federution voted for
thelr vondnees, the fizurcs weres Tash, 303 rmekie, 103
ILasker, 73 Cole, 63 snd Smith, 6.
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of those holding hich acadenie posiltions made his selection
onz of guﬁstionvble visdoms It wao certainly an unfortunate
choice insol'ur as nclkieo wus conceracd {or the two uen
secnad destined to bring out the worst in the personalities
of one another.

“he first real Lrush between ackle and Soith began
soon after Smith's sppointment and involved the tcaching of
Art at the College Jacklie hud written to the Chiefl
Inspcetor on the 6th April, 1923, supporting the application
of an cx=student for o revicion of his efliciency marke ie
c¢laimed the inopector who hnd dedernined the exestudeat's
grading, had shovn indicationu of o ''veiled hostility to

the College lecturcrs in ArtIO? to the College methods of

3

instruction or to botil" vhiile toekie expresced hio
readinesc "to diccucs at cny tims with the Superintendent of
Apt the courses and mothods glven in the CGollege" he declared
thiat txu drowing ability of students eaterlas Collcepe “io
very uncaticfactory and thils 1o duc in part at least to the
nethods adoptcd under the dircetion of $he Luperintondents.”
Thére walb appuarently no moeting between Muekile und
the cuperintendent but ii epocars Gmith decided to talie the

matter into hiis ovn hunds énd called Lfor a repord from the

cuperintendent of Drawlng ssking ror conmment upon Ayt Teaching
59
in the Colicga. The couseyucnt rcport was seathinsly

58

g

Qf’etﬁer £oon 1¢cLio to thn Cuie“ Inspe ctor 6th Anril, 1923.
Cydneys: Yeachers! Colleoge Archives, Eamtor Look, 19235,
.
381pi1d.
S9venorandun from fmith to Tzekie, englasin“ the erort from
Bronche 14th uu*u;f 1220 nvun,ﬁ. State Avehives: fegcords

of

Donnrvivoni_of "i"nﬂiion, 122k,
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eriticol of the Collepe work in this subject and lackle was
rounired to show the peport to cach lecturer in Art, Tmith

decluring, “tnlecs the ctatencats made by Ire Lranch cun be
denicd or contraverted by those lesturers, T regard the matter
ag very serious."uo Sranch, tho Supervisor, claimed there
vags no "ftuition or practice! in dry colour work, modelliﬁﬁ,
blockuoord draving or approciction, ond deelared that "the
work vhich 1 done is mainly lead »encil drawinc (omitting

the nuccssitiss of tons, lizht, shade and shadow) of objeets
which are improeticable or uno?tainublc in sechoola, and of

no particunlaey artictic valuoe” -

That thore wos 1iitle real cubstance in Granch's
eriticisng wus shovn by the reply of 'ics lclen Wapni,
Legsurer in art, in whieh che deult with each of Branchls
connlainio, ) % docg sceen, b Jackie polinted out in hils own
rooly, thut there was o divfereocee of opinion vLetwoen Dranch

nd Udocp Yarls concerning Lrd prineinles and theres wao elso a

£3

diffevence in ennhasis = Dranch appuarently wanting the College
to turan out artists or Art cycelslistc wihile the Collope was

gonceracd with the baninece of training general practitioncrs
wio were oble o teaech Art rather than bg artistg. lackle
aluo pointed out that the sceven exannles pilven Dy Hranceh of

5

ex-ohudente showing incompetence in Art had on egually poor

b0 yyhia.

41 rpia,

! o ant X as et e ce :
2 Vdog e aric to Prlneipel Miekic, 28nd Uepteonmbor, 1924,
Syuncy: ft;tu ;rbhivcs. Zeecords of the Tanzpiment of




estinete of their abllity following Collore examinations or
hod reeeived no insiruction In art at 211 ags they woro
L3
gsoociolists preparing for modera lunsusze tooching.
taeclidde stated that it wao "obsurd on the part of ''re Lranch
to blorme the ort lecctursrs for ths Geiiciencien of students
H)

vhio did not pzog thrauzh theldr handg.™

In spite of !Nisg ark'o ecvidence and zeckiels cérong

\.:3

P’

supnort, Inith prefereed %o linten to Ironch and reiused to
reconmend any addition to Tiss Vark's salopy unitil Sranch
vze nrepored $o subali a report sinting her vorl wags

, L5
cavicfuactory. “nis situation prevailed for o number ol
voarde In 1926, repordless of the fact Sranch was by thea
In dally attendance at the Collese in the capacity ol port-

U6

imo Iecturcr in Draving, [acikic clained thnt the

cupceintendont had "not made ony observation during the

past year of thzo work done by liize Yoapk in teuching Colluge
b7
eloosan,.” Yot yanch und secn £1t to send in still annther
218

uusaticfactory report, resuliing In Upith refusine eneec nmore

by . e N ' ‘
~ Ternorandunm from Vackie to ths Under fe cr°tar;. baa“cy-

Stute arehives, Decords of the Tenavbment of ldueation,
1921,
Ibic.

Letter Lron suith o ’;chicw 3rd lovenber, 1892Lh.  Sydncy:
utatclﬂﬁCleea. deeords of the Teopartuent of !duecation,
1‘321:.
-
be 1otter from Ia e to Gmith, !y, 1926, Lydnoyr Gtate

Arghivese RHecords of the Depapinent of - sdusation, 1926,

4 4

L"T Thide

48 rezorandun from dpaneh to Snith, 29th & ri
Tt e A\-
0

12264 Oydnoy:
State Archives: deonrds of the Donavboe 3

’
of ‘ducation, 1520,

v




to reeconmmind @ solary dnerosee Lor Mlss Vorke On this

oceanlon, hovever, tho Publle Serviea Doard, nrownised to

reconcider ner ease Yil her worl: during the current year be
19

Lavourably raported unon.” It vonld appeny thot the Toard

crporicneed oone Aifficulty in obtoining this report, for a

J

510 ly-worded monorondun from Chanplon, Secretnpy of the

Dourd was written to Snith on the 19th June, 1928, It stated:

"4 report in thic conncetion wao asked Lor in the
Lourd's communicatlon of 25th February, 1927, and,
althoush Live veltten seninders and numerous verbal
rogucsts have becen made; no reply has yet been received.

Doard will be glad if the report reuuired be
ST W itnsat delq o' B0

['"a L"}

T
fars E
vafortunuiely the weltcr was unuble to diceover any

further records wikh referecnce to I4ss vark'e salarye Cne

an only hope sihe finally received justlces It is interecting
to noile, however, thui Irauch asked to be relicved ol his

duty as lecturer ot the Collese in Decenber, 1927, stating,

*T noave had over 00 students throuch ny clﬁsc G durding the

loet two ond a halfl yearo, go Lfoel that ny work Wi11 haw

51
soze impotus for o blmoe” ot only was this o statenent

i

exhibiting consummate cgotiﬁn, bus tho reader will note that

sraneh was asking to be relicved of his Collepe duties at {he

b9 Len Ofuhduﬂ from the ruvlic Cervice Zoard to the Under
Coerctory, 20th ay. 192C. Sydney: Gtate Arcnives: Records
ol the Departrent o* T'dueation, 1920,

20 iotter from Sceretary T.C. Chanpion to Under teeretary Snlth,
19th June, 1928, Sydnoy: State Archives: Records of the
Departrent of Hducuuinn, 1928,

£ -

51 1eitor Crom sranch to Dirsctor Lulﬁl, 7sh Decenbery 1927,

yuncr- Ltate ArpuiVOQ. Heecords the Decorbnent of
aduaeos ‘Dilg 13>7ﬂ
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very time the Loord was precsing for a further report upon
the vork ol dsg Emrk. Larly in 12208 Dranch absented hinmcelfl
from the Collegesgan& one 1&g left vith the dnescapable
impregsion thot he was trying to avold writing such & report.
Cmith's part in the Art dispute iz but one of many
crxanples of his Interference in College aifailys and his
unwillinsness to trust ackie’s opinion. Qg%-one denies that,
ag Direetor, €mith had the pover and the richt to intervenz
in College mattiers, but the wicdon of such continued
intervention nust bo called into cuscstion. Zoard had trusted
Dlaclidie implicitly ond, aeccording to Smith's ovn adnission,
vagkic had perforped an adairable tuck under Loord, Smith
declaring that Doelkle "end his conpstent stadf control an
ingsitusion whilceh, on the highest suthority, compares
Lovourably with cipilur igsﬁitutions in the moot advenced

H

countricz in tho worlde' In spite ol sueh high praice Smith
repeatedly internosed hinsel! in College natterse. It would
anpear $hot he wos deternined to clocely supervice ond control
all scetlong of the Deparinment znd that tho Yeachers' College

vwith 1tc zecadenieally highly qualiried staff presented &

-

purticular chullenge to him. [lisg e Campbell, in her thesis

2 o

on Ynith, agrces wilth the foregeoing cnalyscis. She veites:

Y e P Ed P 78 P . s

Je Branen had rseedved no official pormiceion to do this snd
Was guickly told by Cmith to recume his duties, which were
not, ao Branch eloadmed, “voluntary's. Ceo Iettcr fron Omith
S Nhgm oan Y ol . L% 9% 4y 5 e g 3
0 ?}dugﬂ, 15¢th T2V }928. Sydneys State Archives, D2ecords
oi vhe Denavtpent of “dueation, 1925, '

Cy
e

v £ort

8.H, Judth, "Uraining of Yeachers in ilew South Tales,"
sohooling, VoleVIIT, liod3, April, 1925, Ded0.



Upom the boginaing of hio tern of office, 1t uppcare
thad Onith uetnrﬂiﬁrd upon a Lirnly ahthOPideiﬁn
policy towards Princinal lachie seve Tne notlive for
hig actions muuﬁ be ougzt in Smith's own sense of
inadcouney, his nzed to cosure himeelf that ne could
and would be the Dircefor in all paris of the
Depnptuent, Including perhaps espeeinlly the Collefe,
vheyrs his 1uCK of gecadenie cttainment placed hin at
a disadvantoare with the Principale” 54

The aliorations ond re-arransencnte nade by Saith
aifected Collepe sialling, thz celection and admicsion of
ptudentya, coursea of study. and the supervicion of lecturers?
woriie ilz even askod, at one staze, for “Cetailed information®
nboud the activities of the Yeachera' Collcge Froes, to whieh

2o ey

rouucst the Vice=Principal, P.l. Cole, gave o macteriy reply,

concluding thut Suppicscion of cuch work was not 4 coursc
vhich connmended dtself fo hinm, "nor was it likely to comamend

itgell %o men of literary expericmes such as fhe lHdnister and

))
tho Undepr e seretory.t

ith reference Lo Collcoe atalling menitioncd in the
PToregoiny paragraph, Unlth at tines both arransed the
anpointnent of come locturcro cnd fterminaited ihe service of

others, without consulting Nackie at 8lle Dre Goorge

lackaneso was oppointed in 1920, withioud 'ackile being previously
55
conouliod, CUadane Popnon, o lecturcer in Mrench, was

inform=2d that her cerviceos vere teroinated in 1926 and

51 ol T . . ;

Moz, Canpboll, Glif, Omithe, s Contpibution to the
TDevelopuent of,:dncrtion in j.ow toubth alcs. le.de. Thesis
cubmitted ot Lydney Universoity, 1007.

22 emorandum from F.2l, Cole to the Under Ceeretery, 9th April,

JQG Sydney: State fArchives, lccords of the Tenarviment of

Taunesztion, 1926,

Subnigsion of Tdrcetor S.I. 8mith to the Fublic Zervice

Donrd, 7th ?Prcu, ozh, ”vunﬁ*. state Archives, kecords of

tho Teonphoont of odveation, 152h,

A%
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anothicr locturer, s Sovage, was renoved Lron the bOllbLe in
57

1927 ond vwas dirceted to roport to ono of the high cschoolse

mekice's firct movledpge of this doelcion camne from a

53

>t

teleplionic call fromll Savasee Tn gplie of the fzect l'mckle
-
59
orotested vigorously apainst Saith's "want of econcideration”

and the "dislocatlion” sueh laterference cousced the Gollege

coinictrationend altlioush Smith exprosced regret that the
co
d discourtcously in the matter,

¢

seinclpal had beon treat
1t did not nrevend Snith from naldine ciniler errors againe.
Tn Junge, 1923, lackic again had eause to complain aboutb the

appointnont of Ilus Lever and Iiss Ling withoul him previously
61
boins consulicde.

It is mointuined that the Principul ol o Yeachers?
Collogze nceds o have gome znowledgs regarding both the stall
to be unpointed snd the number und yuallty of students. This
information was basie to fthe adequate planning of ¢ourses and
the smooth running of a Colleros. Tith rei'erence to the
secleetion and adnicsion ol situdenis, Omith again falled on
gseveral oceaslong to consult Duehic ond Turthormore was often

very late in advising the Drincipal ckout the numbzsr and

Uemorandun irom 'acile to Smith, 25%h e bruzry, 1927«
Cydnoy: Yeachers' Collere ﬁrchived. Trtter Dook, 1027.

S8 Thid.
52 11,

.o

wtor frow Dirvector 0., OCnith to zelile, 4Lth Dsreh, 1927.
vaney: scachero' Colleme iArchives., Jotier Dooll, 1027.
PNenopaudun fron neiice to Swmith, O0th June, 1928. Cydney:
Tesehora' College Archives, Iobter Dook, 1928,

54
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quality of studenis he nirghé cipects In Juno, 1925, lackle
reguested to be glven twelve noanthe' notice of the number
proposcd to be admitted, explaining:
"ese 1t 106 lpooosible-to dnprovise at chort notlce:
text-books must be or&ero& a$ least nine nmonths

ahead; additions to stall take gonorally necarly six
months to effeot' accomﬁaaation iz an ever-preasgsing

ditficulty. 7ith & highly specinliscd stall the
arranzenent of a time-tab1o is 1tsell a tack of
conciderable oacnitulde seeas’ 62 o

ttackic was here erxplainidnn the provlems to fndiinh
boeause he had been coasiderably hoopored ub the begioning
of the sceond ftern when an Yerxeessive number” of short course
studonts wos senb to the College. Lot only did ‘ackde have
no kmowledge of how nony students were accepied, as thoe 1ist
of students did not arrive at tho College until thoe norain
on valcehr the studeniés vere to agsenble but the 1ist conialned
no indication ol thoe ordsr of nerlt of the candidatecs-
dackic complained thot VIt wago thus Impossible fo arpran the
cluss socetiono beiore the arrival ol the students and 1t was
Durthoy iopogsible to gggda the sceetions in the absence ol

espential Intformation.”

Ao lnekle continucd to bLe hampored by tho latc arrival

o necescary Information, he reconmended to fmith that o

Ecgor&nﬂug Ironm I'0L$c to Snith. &th June, 1923,
Sydney: Yeachepo' Collese Archives,. anutor Dooln, 1923.

?’Uido




Gepartnzntal comnitice ve formed Lfor the pursese of reporting

on bheo supply of iecachors and upon the Collese enrolnent
and coursets. The commitder he suspested was o comprise
&l
LWL AN

Jelelland, Hlliott Weller and hinsells. Smith anproved

this Bugg&éﬂion but the Lformntion of such a ccﬁmltth gid not
provent Smith Crom ignorine the FPrincipal csain in 19286,

' £

viiien BIe 8ons o 1st of nanes o Uackie

,‘..
[ 49
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gtuds o be admiitcd after the norzzl February inteke of
n

students had been doeided upon by the conmiiton,. ,gf thio
bn
inteation, too, lmekic had no provious Inowledse In 1927

.

ue deeided to aonpeal to the ldnister., Alfter comploining sbout

the goriocus loss of btime and the disorganicetion of Collese

vori caused by the lote gscleciion and

]

Wy

A

£

seion of studcnts,
=== no recucsted thot the selcetion commitieo be summoncd
carlicr cach years ife had good cause for counpluint, therae
beoinge in 1527, thirty-lour dzyos botween the Lirct and last

aGnisoioris

There ic o note of disipeso in the menmorandun ackle
the

sent o, scting Under Cceretary in tcptonber, 1927. Laoker had

2

coized that a groun ol ciudentc be nloeed in the cehlinols Yon

continucus proctice? Tor one yeare acikic had noe hesitation in

el . N - s
Uenorandun fronm flzckiic to Smith. 30th Jone, 1924 Ciote
Arehives: lecnrds of the Tenavirent of Ddueation, 1924,

03 ororendun fron uekic to the Under seeretary, léth _gre}
_ 1926« Sydacy: wenchoro'! Colleoge Archives. Jobinr 100k, 1036.
3

Uenorcndun fron tzekic to the finicier for ducation, luth
va“, 18927, Sydney: Yeachers J College arvenives, Lottepr Look,
1027, S




referring o such trainiag as "aspprentice” training buil

=

arrcced to holp cllevinic a serious fcachor shortaze by
running o short, dntenslve cource for the students und
nllowing $hoem do underioke the continuous practice cusicsted.
Ho then toox the opportunity of ampealing to Lasker againct
the many trials %o vhileh he nod bozn subjeceted. e wrot

Tess Ghove has beon constont oottty interlepcnce
Sudden demands huve nmads it nocessary to disgrran"e
carefully desizned courses ond timetebleo, wiltn
uons»iucat crave diclocation of students! studics,

racancies on the otadls huve nobt boen Lilled - 1T i
novw ovel g year gince Ure. hilldips resirmed und no
successor hino boen oppointed. Was stafl is gravely
insuilficient Yor the nuober of studenis to be
inceructed; few textboois vere provided Dor the
atudents uhﬂs yeap and 1 was rotused authority to
roguire tnelr provicion by the students theuselveo.

‘Tir eddiiion bhere ioc the morel support oand
sympathy wiaden the head ol the bﬁll@ﬁa micht expect,
7his hne boon cntively lockinre It is nerdly io be
cxpected that under these extrenely a&vcrﬁe qonaitions
! Collef“ giadd or ifs hooa will be able to do thelr
bests  Yne siluetion 1o too ceverely dis couraminw R Y
Although Yacklo agreed to run the Intensive course
from Cetobar Srd to Leocember 7th, he warned that there were
3
ppeclific objeetions to such arrangscmentise The type of course
regulired, he deolared, resuliced in disopgandsation to
arefully-prepured Collepe timstables, imnoired the work of

ofther students and nislcd the public inso thinkine a atandard

v G4
Colleme training had boen riven.
&7 .
Iblﬂ@
&3

Ib.i.xi .
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Jackde and Smdth vere olten at issue over the courses
to Lo offered ab Collesze, Uaelie ainming always ut o Lall
profesglonnl Courscs rich in culture and il DOuSlblE' crovncd
with o University degPste The aetunl subjeet matter to te

tausht, he concidered, should have been covered Licfore
cnirance to College., onith, on tuc other hand, felt that
thore should be dnstructlon in the actusl subjeet matter

couplct with a cound ftraining in mothods ocnd technijucse It

.

hao already bech seen that :;;th 9 will wag iopogsed unon
69
eet, oven thoush

£

the Collepre in this reg ackle objected

-
i
&

3

that eources o constructoed "to sceurc thod during tie College
courve coeh studont should study the oubjeet matter of the
primapy school cubjects ees are uot «.e likely to produce

Yhat loselkle and Salth vere dduncirieully opposed in
thale convictions regoeding the benefits of Univercity
cducation to the fuller purposcs ol vducation coon Lecsne
obvlouse Guch training Lo as mony teachers as possible

wao nekia's eherished ideal. Sulith's regard for such

sradining vus nov nearly oo great cnd he coon inposed severe
rectrictions upon the granting ol univeorsity scholsrshiips end

unon the continuancoe ot Undvercity 0%1 suacnts who did not
1%
(%

chow "speelcl morli" ot exaniniations in 1923 he deereed

€ \ - 1= L %% - > ' : V 7 2
69 °r VI, "Zxprriconioticen and Fructration's ».169 of
70 1hid.

1 .. - - mar T ~ o
71 renorandum from Cnitn o iaeiic, 1ith Joanuary, 1923, Sydney:
e 3! Colla"s archives, IZotter Doolr, 1923,
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hat any stodoents vio did not guin o Veredit® should

inmadiately bagin thizir profeoalocnnl course ab Collesz and

: 72

bo vrepared fo comngnes teaching In the Followdng yours

Yhe rzoteictions lstor bazezno greater for, in o
omorandur Lron the Dlrsctor of Ddugation to studento absut
r\ 3

to Tater the Wosehars' Co llf""” izzued on the 2nd arch, 1925,

cndih yarned any students who bepun @ eourse in Arto or

Your coantinu ‘PC” in that cource duping tue gceond
O *..':?,11 ( doentivoely unon LLW -umkrur::nfs's
necds ab & It i3 qudte y ule% that you
oy U ragu “*J o discentinue eu‘"ubal?y worls ot
the ond ol 1925, and to cater unon a courcs of
profesclonnd worlk in the Yeachers' Coller

Iy

2y An oxucr
to boeone propared to talio up tezehing worl 1

n 1227." 7153

e eon incgine that such o statensatb vas hardly
cncouragins o the soiudont €9 abcmpluting University studics.
mvea "epcelinl nmorit’ would no longer nsccasarily ensure
continucnce, ithe absolute and deciding fastor beins ks
necdn ol the Lopartuonts  Then Snith continued by stutin:
that the pocition of atudents to vwhon o Lfull Universcity courcs
wad aciied was Yoimdlup to that of many othara who ag
teachers nove sinee ricen to hich rank dn tho eervice and

Th

vhoce careers have boen oignnlly suececessiul,” he wac soking
a veliled reference to kimsell ond the render cxcericnces a
mized Locling of sympathy Dor Cnith in t$hat he wacg £, dndeed co

deaded, cnd anwoyance tuat he wao propared 0 sce others in a

(plP'CtD Js Mlerorandus Lron the Dircetor of
0 Studenis about to Inbter she Yecuachors! Collere,”

TN e N 3 f 3 a dwrpere vy e e r 'r}
LD sydungy s Heabe archiveo » LeCOords o G130
of ducention, 10254, o '




'y I"
:.},gx? <

aimileor position. Tn cuny coce such o otabtenznt would be ol

smull consolstion to uny otudent whoove Universdty cource vos

be roguldred $o chungse courses was an adnicglon of pooﬁ plon-
ninre Thz noods schould be aceertained firsct and then
yeovided CLor by adocunte teaining.  Althoush Snith wao being
procsad to cel more and zmore toochors Indo thoe sehools, this
motnod of cendevin: Such on cnd anpeared shorte-sichted,

{laetives zelie clocarly

rceognlscd $he objcebions o suci & poliey und oa muny

oceagions
I

cuncelinlly durdns lareh, 1987, hs nointed thom
2 >

-

oute o armunds
"(1) o broliza University course is bad foy ﬁ( norale
ol the stuﬁeuu, in (11) the Departnent should strive
o secure she geeatbecos yﬂuhlblr numbor of nj hly
cgacg*ﬂa Lcwcucw The shoviase of tecchors '111 1ot

bz curad by a 0710" of reectrictlaz Lthe cunply of
bouter gua i1¢icu boaciicrss I Yact the policy is
having preelsely the oppocite offcet and is teadins
) rcduam the cuunly ol too cuar:, ao 1t is eheeltine
the in=Clor into tho Co cea ol abler men and vonci,

Uafortunatcely 1% vao onith wio was to nrovail and his
pelicy proved %o be o moct unforiunate one for ciduention in
Levw vouth Valese I unot only elffcetively dininishod the
nunber of gradusies Lrained feor ths cervice but thers can bo

1ittle doubt thot many notouniinl &

muineos smewe sousiht oolor
77

avenues dn ovder to galn dogroeis.

76

= , e Y N
[29 yottors fron meldc to the Undep SOCRCLory, Oth loreh,
3 1IN, 1927. Sydnoys Yeachers! Collece
2 ! AERH h L ‘:;’_)Ot:, LUl /.

bide, Lin liaren, 1927,
7T wae doporis of bac Jiniotcr lor duvention, 1923 %o 1930

rovesl thct the proporticn ol niza sehwold tcachers wilth
e N - - - (S8 ~ 4 e ~ PR
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Hevey cordicl, the x
shilth renchned Lluch=point late in 1927. Vhile wvisiting
the Oollege, tmith cntercd tho room ol llecs Duil. nldluriy

cind found the siudenis ascermbled but no lececlturer won present.

Lol

Lo returnod to his ofifics and wrote rathesr o curt note

Gisg Imllariy, ooliing ey i shio hod any cxplanaticn lo
743
ollcre The lecturer took the Divactor's lotter to the
€
Principol aleong with hor gquiic rceasconable explanaiione

=

L

~

mnnt to Lind that Snlth hud‘cczmunica“ cé
Gircet with onc of his lecturcers and, vhen Torverdine lldce
Pullariy’s cxplonution Yo Snmith, he deoclared ho ool Yiho
very strongeot exeontion” to the precodure Cnith hod

20
rolloveda e also nointed ous that it haod nzver bzon the
cugton for College leetuvers to bo luspecled.  TIndeed,
vackie regarded hils 04aff ws bedng o groun of Lisrhily
quodified opeelslicta who wore profocscionnl in $heir approsceh
sulro gueh Inopection,  lovwover, Uacliic

b T e 3 4
AT Tlead 90l
DLZUCl wdivi

o mood vulnoerable spot vihen he dnplied the

‘~3

cetor was not ceadenileally corn

porsonacls  Nackie muinteinsd thal auy euehl duspoeiion

2 . . N . . . -
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"ean only be doac conpetently by & percon witih the
necessary quclifications. The inspoetion of highly
quallftied spoeinlists on the Qollc’ﬂ ctaf chould be
entrusted to men and wonen with oinllarly hich
ceadenic vunlilications cnd with extensive
exnoricnce of Collese worke? 81

The vredter believes that, no an argument of' general
prineciple, Mackle’s statencnt wao eorrect. Ilnvever, in the

circunstances meantioned ahova, cuch & statenent yas somewhat

hasty, taetless und provocative mith judzed the Prinelpal's

letter to beo “obgoctionablc in tone ond matior,” and aske

“hin to with@r&w‘g Thile reguest was pade on the 7th of

Lovenmber and Yacikkie replied on the 9t%h thut he was Yprepared
3

to withdraw the lcttor and to cubsctisute another.?
£11owing tim2 for delivery of mail lackle could hardly have

&

roplicd more cxpedltiously, but Inith wvas dmputicnt for
aekie's petraction ond on the came day ackie's offer was
written, dmith suspended hiin Lron duty on thoe charsse of
impropzr conduct, "such lwpropor conduct being the vriting of

u grouocly oiffensive minute fo the rorzzneant ilead of the
oy

i
Doparinznte” Saitn then roferred the cuase bo Lthoe Public

Lorvice dourds  Both men were reouulred to uppesr seporately
before the Dozrd on the 1hth of lovember. The matter was

reseolved whon it wao disecovered laclkio hud wriiteu Lace
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tonser smith reculred on bhe 1ith ol jlovenier. Gnilth

stoted that 1t hed not yet areived but he rans the Doard
on tha 15%h to report that it had reached hinm on that day
and that he desired tho cuspsasion imposed upon uckia be
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beenning less professionnl cnd University work was restricted
to 0 Powe lany of the ideals for which mckie hnd worked
3o hard wore dicappearioas sud Snlth secemed to poraonily to
him all the faulis of the oryoiene 48 previously stated,
Anith was not entirely to blume. Uie ccononle seens was
hrc“inr steacdily darker and many annoying restrictions upon

Colleise acetivities werc inmposed simply beceouse the funds were

not available. The position pradunlly worscnced and aclkie
wat bo expericacs even greater resurictions boelors his

rebironcnie.
Thien the full Doree of the aepression wuas rslt in

e Southh Yales many toschiers, alonys with tho reot of the

o

community, Yound thomscelves in very reduced circunstzncecs.
The poncy vas not available do pay toachors normol calurics
and muny stedents wvho conplebed their coursce in 1931 were
nol ewployed at ullese Always critical of suy bucke-sliding
in the causc of cducuiiong luchkile ceveral times enbarracoed
the Departnent and Covernnmzont by making erdtical public v
utcmsntsvconcorniny the hondling of cducatlonal problems.“u
Loth the Dircetor of Dducation, G.R. Thomas and the inister,

.., Drunmond, reprinanded hinm for these sgltatencnis and while

Drurnond wes nndev-catinating Vackicts wbility by dcgloving

OY See renord of Inekic's ctatertnts onn the cducustion systen
of the Gtate, “whne Iydvoy loraning lera 1d," 10ih juruct,

31;” cnd fuzthcr rcports in the Tierald? and fUorldY
65h sucrunt, 1922 dn which he zives his cuenort to the

uﬁnuontu oi’ the session still avaitine oppodntments
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TELEPHONE MW 2541

iy

The Uuiversitp of Spdnep

WAS/SM. 6th larch, 1940.

Professor A. Mackis,
"Glenferrie",
12A, Carabella Strect,
MILSON'S POINT,

Dear Professor Mackie,

The Senate decided on Monday last to
accept your resignation from the Chair of Education with
sincere regret, the resiznation to date from the 29th
February, 1940.

I have been instructed by the governing
body to express sincere annreciation to you for the services
you have rendered to the University during your occupancy
of the Chair. The Senate also regrets that your physical
condition has made it necessary for you to tender your
resignation.

May I express the hope that as time roes
on you will be restored to normal health and strensth?

71th every good wish,

Believe me,
Yours sincerel
/Aa}1z/~2314\\
/

" Pacsimile of ériginal ietter in Mackie Family Papers.
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';
[%
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The Teachers! College,
University Grounds,
Newtown,
7th. Naroh, 1940,

Dear Professor Mackie,

Having heard that the Public Service
Board and the Senate have reluotantly accepted your
resignation from your Principalship and Professorship, we
who have been assoclated with you in what you made a great
undertaking cannot allow you to retire from the leadership
without a few words.

Some of us vividly recall ths old
buillding in which you began your work and the then prevail-
ing attitude towards the higher education of prospective
teachers; others of us owe the opportunity to do en
adequate University course both in this State and abroad to
the triumph of your views; all of us have snjoyed the
atmosphere of freedom you s0 deliberately and continuously
created dn our official world. It was, indeed, the
singular ‘good fortune of this College to have as its first
Princlpal, and for thirtythree years, a man who was not only
the first Professor of Education in Australia but, in
himself, provided a liberal education. And there was much
nore: the downright competence which inspired absolute
confidence in the chief; ths profound respect for the
personal dignity and innate worth of every assoclate; the
loyalty which begets loyalty; the anticipation of the
unspoken argument, the lightning decision, the gay good
humour, the happy badinage, the dispassionate judgment,
the stimulating guestion and suggestion = such were the
qualities which evoke the feelings with which we note your
withdrawal from our official midst.

VWie cannot adequately express our
regret that your going should have been advanced by 1ll-
health. But we rejoice in the knowledge that you are
steadily winning your way back to wellbeing and we can only
hope that your progress will be accelerated by your-teuplete
release from official duties. We look forward to having
again from time to time the very real pleasure of your
company when we eéxpect to hear that you have hit upon some
fresh and ingenious way of enjoying your leisure.

With every assurance of goodwill,
We are,

Yours respectfully,

Wtering B ) Roek. Lo Tda e
D\)ﬂf& C‘BW\. té)»-—C‘.a,a /“L a-m,_.w‘,

St P ot DB

j‘@g%c)/ o?‘i@f rey




Jronk 1. Jourlsc-

T A K \ Ha— L. . Hhtlo.

B o i =
—AlotrAypole, Kocbloow S
{ /Ma & Kavaad

V/% /,éj;% e

Mot . 4&}1}»&;&4,&&
W e % i, Mot fro

Ok Tawclawd . ‘/4"{ K T

Sod FA o314/ S~ R

A Ao W .
% SIC0lem W«_@
AW I - O Jlovnnom
O f,(m@m %Q":?:Af

M A/?M
AW’@; AP s .
liglorts foamrTH b Clrattcec

-Facsimlle of origlnal letter :Ln Mackie Family Papers.




the zoterlal grovwih

is 1is duncre spield
succeos whntover in
¢ must stond Tor

a cet oY nrinc gomo“,
g boen souszihd to

cht of cortoin

1o
e 4
u crc:d. since bb t

] fad

:i pﬁrLC" R B

Tone narilculur froeodoms and reocponsivbilitics Lfor Loth

chod and stulcontc cipressod dn melie’s erced and in oll

Lo do aro voicered to in thc letier Dron the

wehing

)
—
e
o
e
I

: .. . i ot " .
wo neizio but Lo best

O B S T T, S - - 3 P g [T edal
sunlicy of nin influence i ccen in L850,

meationed by nchic b

i o1 s hdden
bodicd in th 3
t Zuvc alvaye woon ilo 4l culcning

ooional Crocdnn for o onG an
¢oenntliconog ddeh acce ?;muieu Loccdon;
thnt otwdcuty will devel

PR M e o o 7 H 1
e qucucn nich arce
DU iny 1y an ebaosphoere und
- £ 2 4. 3
Lleat " ¢

)

S ufan. [ e

soothnctd Cq)}& patis
c.mu\,w-ﬂx.,“r cdue ot b !

sesvice and L consu PO (Jl vPadnial
i iia ot nosleeting : zu;l ISGIJ}Lufll $)
d clop 3Q&LJD’a vho, o educated oplo wvita o
lugurz:, srous conception ol CU((JbJJQML sRancinle
e r“Lf“ to moect the chollense fueins oach '
idly changings wordds” 15

—

1:& novo! Collore,
Coloadar, 1950

e 3w T ¥

-3




LYY

- W T e ™

v e v

28 4 s e

| PROFESSOR

'MACKIE VISITS
BATHURST

‘The pioneer of teacher training
in New South Wales Professor
Mackie, was in Bathurst during
the week-end, and returned to
Sydney en Tuesday.

He was accompanied by Mrs.
Mackie, and Miss Skillen, who has
been closely assogiated with school
training for many years.

The party visited Bathurst Teach~
ers’ College at the invitation of
Mr. L. J. Allen, the principal.

Proféssor Mackie was principal of
Sydney Teachers’ College from 1906
to 1840, when he retired.

He was also Professor of Educa-
tion at Sydney and Emeritus Pro-
fessor there. .

The Professor said he was very
favorably impressed with the cily
of Bathurst. ’
©On Monday he addressed students
at the T  College.

He told them: “Bathurst is one
of the lovliest places I have seen,
and the best laid-out provincial
town outside the Continent of
Europe.”

Bathurst was likened to two
French towns—Toulon and Toul-
ouse, ’

However, the Professor was Der-
turbed about the “decay” of the old
school in Howick-street. He said
that if it were utilised it would
make an ideal children’s library.

The demonstration school (Public
School) in George-stret favorably
impressed him., The upkeep of the
establishment caught his eye, and
he was lavish in his praise of the
way Bathurst citizens had endow-
ed the buildings.

“The Piratcs of Penzance” public-

week, was terrmad by Professar
Machie as & fin> musical and cul-
tural effort. 1he dramatic work
was also praised.

*FROUD OF VISIT”

Principal of DBathurst Teachers’
College (Mr. Allen) said yesterday,
“We were proud to have had Pro-
fessor Mackic with us. We feel we
are following his ideals in teacher
training, and wanted to let him
see what we were doing, He has set
the pattern of teacher training
throughout the State.”

Mrs. Mackie was at one stage a
fecturer at Sydney Teachers’ Coll-

ege.

Miss Biillen was English lecturer
there for about 40 years, and v.as
also warden of nomen students at
the college.

S ———

ly etaged by college students lash|.
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|
|
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Pacsimile of
Undated Clipping
From Bathurst

Newspaper: Mackie
Fami% Papers.
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e mugst think of Prolegoor IneizdC «es 35 on
cducationist with a very mﬁ;birl asaisnment,

of winich ho wan clearly couccloundy and as onc
uttoerly absorbed in Do iﬂu??umh ia cducation
for thio OSlate and couniry sess I8 wWas cn
cducaticnict with an intesrity of personaliliy
and sionicness of purpose dus 1o clearly
concalved princinlcSecas”

Doris Ve Couttc.

Y

0 be cble to apprecinic the “very special

0]

aosiranont! roferred to abbvcg the writer of thig theuilc
decmed 1t nocessapy to exanine tho edueantional soconc in
Uew South Uales prior to Vacikiie'u oppointment. I wao
ghovn thot the opealdns yocars of thiic cenlury produeced a
maliliude ol devonds Loy cducational refiorme bducational
oragtilces long cceepted withoud question begen fo ke

criticiscd tind eriticisn led duncevitably to denunds Lo

L

rolorne  “nlle the nichest officicls in the adoinictration
vere not dn the vanpupard of the preforn novencnt, ncither

vias it true that the administration “"mercly cloced its eyes
E5] .
ol

in a dellclious daydreans” Indeed it wae luayrgely us o

reouli of dniocter Perry's determinution to diccover the

-~

cal otanding of edncatios in this Otate that

fd

Lorle V, Coulis, “ihc IGeas and Influcnce ol Prolcssor
Alesander Maekle™ fhe Uorum ol Idueation, Vol..{IV. il0e3,
Aprily, 19564 Oydacys Yeachers' Colleps Presc.

Vide gunia 3y B "?g

j2e]




Ny
0N
N

Gonmdsgloncrs inlbbs and Yurmer were gent abrond in 1003,
In contract with the report nrssented by Petor Doard,

wivleh was shord, linmlted In scope end comparatively
I ‘

¥

conservative, tac varioun renorto of the Commicoionscrs

dlscucoad da detall the deficicnelcs of the prevaillng cysien

r

and advancsd "delinito und constructive curpestionu for
:j -

ralorme” Whey elosely cxanined cvery aspoct cf the local
seeng, determining that mosi wsakncssea of thez prevailing
proten stonmed fron the inndcyuate pupllstes ghuP Cyoteie
Aater earefully compoping this system wlth ﬁhe previous
training proetices ol Zurope and ~morica, the Comnlssioners
vagorzneaded the imme@iaﬁe rejcction of tge former and the
adontilon ol cdqtcﬂuﬁie previous fraininse . Wore thise

cuigestion to be folloved, the Comai ssloners “b?CJ&”d the

imnortance oi cgrefully selccﬁ1ng collsge 3?1131@&13 ol

prufcﬁsianallv. Tag success of the new ftraining cyoien
would dencnd very largely upon the QBLIitJ ol euch

polncelpad 4o nspire hids otold undg students with

L
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whe Sydney Feraine: Uerald, Sth Ec enb
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prosrassive iacais,'tc give tne ctudents o sound
apprecivtion of the boot In cduecational practice and theoﬁy
aud ad the some tloe to adainis tcv his eollege efficicnily
cnd elfcctivolye That the Linal cncice o the selectien
gomzittee was u youne educator vie nobt only st 2ll of
these reguiremcents but wao an cducalor posscusing depth
of porsonal culture and an alresdy welledeveloped philocophy
of education, wac remarikably ”o@tuﬁata.a

Alexander Uachkle, born in Ddinburgh on the 25%h lay,
1676, had already eajoyed a fine academlc and proleccsional
coroors  lie had compleoted hile Unlv reity course at

("4
Zdinvurzan with singular dic uinctiaﬁ and was latcr elected

to the anilten Yellowshilp in Phllozophy at the came
Univers itg.lo At the time ol hiu celecticn to the
Princlpalehip of the Lydney College laelkic wos cngaged us
leeturer in Iducation and Assistant Profescor of riilozophy
in Sho Univercliiy Collegc ol iozth Xalcs.ll~ “he selectisn

anittee in nzlend espzeially commendsd lckic's clodns
to tho Uydacy epnointmont, declurins him to be & yownl man
who '"nocoessed great tact, ablliuJ, ond & winning nonaer;

croet opgzanising povery and, in facty w conbination of

o

8 viae supras Delile
9 vias SUHPa, Pebhe
10 vidc supra, peldLrl,
11 viqe supray Dedls




qualitice a obilities off tho hishicst ordopr.”
Follewins iaekic's consousnt appointmont ho
enthusicobicnlly ¢ Oﬂtrann x4 Ghe fornidable challonges of

hio now pooitlon., Vron the veoinning 16 waz clegr ho

intended o do hioc utmout to eangure o stondard of teocchor
tradnlne thot would b2 egual to ony otlher dn thoe vorlds Tho
decinlon to urnpolnt him oo scrronont Principal of the

uollt @ ond ap IPpoefoosoe of Udueation at Sydnoy Unlversity in
1910 affordcd Mmekic parbicular pleacure and the Suture

- sin y s S Y pape — & 3 Gy -: I T RS S 2P  FENp B
proncd full of pronica, In opiie of the phycical depawioeXs

[t P R PR A R R SN i JO: I . g T 1 et

s weors opint al Dlacikdriars wers rewardins and
gy 1 e 3 i a3 4. Tran e Yy opn v sk
happy yoard Lor the yrouns Princlisnnl Protesuor, bLoth
norconslly ond prolcesiennllys o 1915 he mareicd o youns

Huctralian toachory iso Anne Dunenn and thus his dies vith

the Iond of hio adonbieon becams cven nopo definito. e
was ponzrsusly cupported by TFotor Doard In his efforis at
P20 PR IR LUDN0X U Dy S22 LOA%G AN Nl LEODLS 4w

Zxionrs and a orcat 4o I gcnohruciuldve work vas
Dloeklelars and a rcat doal off cenohrucidve work vao
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APPENDIX I

LETTER OF

Application and Testimonials

IN FAVOUR OF

ALEXANDER MACKIE, M.A.

Assistant Lecturer in the Day Training and in the Philosophy Departments,
University College of North [Vales, Bangor. Hamilton Fellow of the
University of Fdinburgh.
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The Hon. IT. A. Coghlan, 1.5.0., Agent General, New South Wales.

UnNiversiTy COLLEGE oF NORTH WALES,
BaNGOR,
Marck gth, 1906.
SIR,

I beg to offer myself as a candidate for the post of Principal, now vacant in the
Government Training College for Teachers, Sydney, New South Wales, and would
respectfully direct your attention to the following particulars and testimonials.

I am twenty- nine years of age. After receiving my early education at Daniel
Stewart’s College, Edinburgh, I served as a pupil teacher in one of the schools uader the
Edinburgh School Board. In 1896 I became a student in the Moray House Training
College, Edinburgh, and was placed in the first class division in the Government Exami-
nation on the completion of my course. Concurrently with my training college work, I
took the Arts course at the University of Edinburgh, and graduated as Master of Arts with
First Class Honours in Philosophy in April, 1900.

As a student I gained the following distinctions :—First Class Certificate in the
Education Class ; First Class and Medal in the Honours class in Metaphysics and also in
Moral Philosophy; Medal and Merchant Company’s Prize in Political Economy ; Bruce of
Grangehill and Falkland Prize in Philosophy. In April, 1903, I was elected to the
Hamilton Fellowship in Philosophy in the University of Edinburgh.

During the succeeding two years I had experience of teaching first in a secondary
school and then in one of the largest of the schools under the Edinburgh Board. At the
same time I acted as tutor to the class of Logic and Metaphysics in the University.

In December, 1992, 1 was appointed Assistant Lecturer in Education in the
University College of North Wales, and in April, 1903, became Assistant to the Professor
of Philosophy, while continuing my work in the Education Department.

My work in the Education Department has included courses of lectures on the
theory and practice of teaching to the students of the Day Training Department preparing
for the Government Teachers’ Certificate, as well as to those reading for the Secondary
Teachers’ Certificate and the initial degrees of the University of Wales. I have also been
largely concerned in the conduct of criticism lessons and the direction of the practical
work of students in the schools. ,

During the past session, ~wing to the absence of the Professor of Education in
Germany, I acted as tutor to the men students in the Day Training Department, and thus
had the general direction and supervision of their work till his return.

I have the honour to be,

Your obedient servant,
' ALEXANDER MACKIE.
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From H. R. Reicuir, MA., LL.D., Principal of the University College of North Wales:
Vice-Chancellor of the University of lales : Chasrman of the Board of
Examination for Educational Handwork ; sometime Fellow of All Souls
College, Oxford.

UnNivERsITY COLLEGE OF NORTH WALES,
BaNGoOR,
March 8th, 1906.

I bave much pleasure in supporting the candidature of my colleague, Mr.
ALgXaNDER Mackik, M.A, for the post of Principal of the Training College for
Teachers in Sydney.

Mr. Mackik came to us four years ago with a brilliant University reputation,
and his work ever since has more than justified his appointment.  He is an excellent
teacher and a firm disciplinanian, with considerable organizing capacity and plenty of tact
and good sense.  Personally he is a cultivated gentleman of high principles and broad
sympathies, most pleasant in all personal intercourse: one could not have a more loyal
or public-spirited colleague.

I consider him eminently qualified for the post he seeks, and recommend him

cordially and unreservedly.
H. R. REICHEL.
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From J. A. GREEN, Professor of Education, University College of North Wales.

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF NORTH WALES,
BANGOR,
October 10th, 1905.

I have very great pleasure in supporting the application of my colleague, Mr.
ALEX. Mackig, for the post of Principal, Government Training College for Teachers,
Sydney, New South Wales.

Mr. MackIE was appointed Assistant Lecturer in Education at Bangor nearly
four years ago. His distinguished career in the University of Edinburgh and the
excellent experience he had had in one of the largest of the Edinburgh Boara Schools,
seemed; to suit our requirements precisely, and his work since his appointment has
thoroughly justified the confidence of the Council in electing him. His philosophical
attainments were of course unusually good, and at the end of six months, in consequence
of certain internal changes in the organisation of the Junior Staf of the College, Mr.
Mackie was appointed Assistant Lecturer in Education and Philosophy.

This change had the effect of relicving him of certain elementary work, instead
of which he was entrusted with sone of the more advanced philosophical courses taken
by ordinary students of the College.

His work in the Day Training Department has included all the various duties
of a Master of Method. He lectures upon the Theory and Practice of Teaching,
supervises school practice and conducts criticism lessons.  Everything that Mr, Mackie
has undertaken he has carried through with conspicuous ability and success..

Of his scholarly knowledse of the theory of education U can speak in the
warmest. terms.  Hz lectured to the ‘spezcial’ class last session on this side of their
work, and in my many intimate talks with hi:n [ have often bzen struck by the depth
and suggestiveness of his criticism and by the extent of his reading.

I should also say that Mr. Mackie is an excelleat practical teacher. His
demonstrations of Method in the practising school are, I know, thoroughly appreciated
by the students, to whom his lectures appeal all the more because they know them to be
based upon a foundation of practical skill and experience.

During my year’s leave of absence —which could hardly have been grantzd
without the confidence of the College authorities in Mr. Mackie’s loyalty and good
sense,—he has acted as special tutor to the men-students of the Department. I have
every reason to-know that he has discharged his responsible duties with all the force and
tact of which one knew him to be possessed. In this position he has had duties of
discipline and organisation which should b2 useful experience from the point of view of
such a post as he is now seeking.

I am quite sure that in appointing Mr. Mackig the authorities would secure the
services of one who could not fail to prove a strong Principal of the Staff of the Sydney

Training College.

J. A. GREEN.
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From ALEXANDER DARROCH, M.A., Professor of the Theory, History and Art of
Education, Unsversity of Edinburgh.

UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH,
March 8th, 1906.

I have much pleasure in supporting the application of Mr. ALEXANDER Mackie
for the post of Principal of the Training College for Teachers, Sydney, New South Wales.

Mr. Mackik was a distinguished student of Edinburgh University, graduating
with First Class Honours in Philosophy. In addition he took a high place in the
Education Class here, and since then he has further extended his knowledge of the
principles of Education.

But besides his theoretical qualifications, Mr. Mackik is well suited on the
practical side to fill with success such a post as that for which he is now an applicant.
Mr. MackIE has passed through all the various stages of an elementary school teacher’s
training, and is, therefore, acquainted at first hand with the difficulties likely to arise in the
practical training of teachers.

For over three years he has been Assistant Lecturer in the Education Depart-
ment of the University College of North Wales, and has gained considerable experience in
the methods of training teachers preparing for work in Secondary and in Elementary
Schools. His success there has been undoubted from the beginning.

Mr. MaACKIE, both on the ground of scholarship and practical knowledge, 1s,
therefore, well qualified for the post of Principal of a Training College, and 1 confidently

recommend his claim to the careful consideration of the Electors.

ALEXANDER DARROCH.
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From S. S. Laurig, A M., LL.D., Emeritus I'rofessor of the Theory, Art and Histors
of Education, University of Edinburgh.

UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH,
March 8th, 1906.

Mr. Mackix went through a Training College course under a very able Head-
master—Dr. Paterson of Moray House. His acquaintance, accordingly, with the
average attainments and requirements of teachers in training is intimate.  He subscquent!y
distinguished himself in the University as a student of the Philosophy of Education, and
also took Honours in Philosophy, besides being Medallist in Political Economy.

The mere statement of these facts shows that Mr. Mackir's qualifications for
the post he applies for are very high.

It is in my personal knowledge that Mr. Mackik has discharged his duties with
great acceptance at Bangor. Inevery respect, personal and professional, I can recommend

Mr. Mackik for the Principalship of the Sydney Training College.
S. S. LAURIE,
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Lrom James Gieson, M.A., Professor of Logic and Philosophy in the University College
of North Wales, Bangor ; late Fellow of St. John's College, Cambridge.

UNi1vERSITY COLLEGE OF NORTH WALEs,
Bancor,
Marck 9th, 1906.

I have much pleasure in supporting the application of Mr. ALEXANDER MACKIE,
M.A,, for the position of Principal of the Government Training College for Teachers,
Sydney.

Mr. MackIE's connection with this College commenced in December, 1902,
when he was appointed Assistant Lecturer in Education. In the following June, in view
of the excellence of his qualifications in Philosophy, he was appointed Assistant Lecturer
in Philosophy as well as in Education, and relieved of some of the less advanced work in
the Education Department. In that capacity he has lectured to all the Philosophy
classes, including the Honours class, giving independent courses of lectures on certain
sections of the syllabus. The work done by the classes under his guidance, and more
particularly the progress made by some of the weaker students, has proved him to be an
admirable teacher.

As the result of considerable private intercourse, in addition to our association
in the conduct of my department, I am convinced that Mr. MACKIE possesses the personal
qualities which are so essential in the position he now seeks to fill.  He is a man of the
highest character, sure to carry out with thoroughness anything that he undertakes. He
has a remarkably alert intelligence and an abundant supply of tact and good sense, which
renders easy his relations with his colleagues and students. He is extremely methodical and
business-like, and has shown the possession of good organising power by his work in the
Education Department here. These persanal characteristics, his wide knowledge of
educational and cognate philosophical subjects and his varied experience of different
types of schools, constitute a combination of qualifications of the highest order for the

position of Principal of a Training College.
JAMES GIBSON.
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From A. S. PRINGLE-PaTTISON, M.A,, LL.D., Professor of Logic and Metaphysics,
University of Edinburgh.

UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH,

March 8th, 1906,

I have much pleasure in testifying to Mr. ALEXANDER MACKIE's qualifications
for the post of Principal of the Training College for Teachers in Sydney.

Mr. Mackie had a distinguished record as a student of Philosophy in this
University. He attended the advanced classes in the subject during Session 1899- 1900,
and gained the Bruce of Grangehill and Falkland Prize, the highest philosophical honour
open to undergraduates. In April, 1900, he graduated with First Class Honours, his
papers being both full and accurate, and altogether of a high standard.  For two sessions
he acted as one of my class-tutors, and in that capacity had to read and report upon a
section of the class essays. He performed this work with ability and judgment.

Mr. Mackik studied the Theory of Education with Professor Laurie, and had
two years’ successful practical expzriznce as teacher in a school in town.  During the last
three years he has held the post of Assistant Lecturer on Education and Philosophy in
the University College of North Wales, where his work has lain largely in the training
of teachers.

Such a combination of philosophical training and educational expzrience seems
to me an excellent preparation for the post, and I think that personally Mr. Mackig's
bright and active intelligence and great powers of application would fit him to discharge

its duties effectively and thoroaghly.  He is the fortunate possessor of good health and

good sense, and I desire very heartily to support his application.
A. SETH PRINGLE-PATTISON
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From James SetH, M.A., Professor of Moral Philosophy, University of Edinburgh.

UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH,
March 8th, 1906.

I have great pleasure and perfect confidence in recommending Mr. ALEXANDER
Mackik for the Principalship of the Government Training College for ‘Feachers, Sydney,
New South Wales.

Mr. Mackix's record as a student and teacher is the best evidence of his fitness
for such a position. He passed through a long course of tramning in the Normal School
and in the University, and gained the highest acadenic distinctions in those philosophical
studies which are so closely related to the Theory of Education.  After gaining the first
-place in the Advanced Classes of Logic and Metaphysics and Moral Philosophy, he
graduated with First Class Honours in Philosophy at this University ; he was also First
Medallist in Political Economy. In addition to his experience in school teaching he
acted with great acceptance, after graduation, as a tutor in the University class of Logic
and Metaphysics, and continued his studies in Philosophy and Education.  His experience
as Lecturer at Bangor, where he has been highly successful, ought to be an excellent
preparation for the position he now seeks at Sydney.

From intimate personal knowledge, resulting from many conversations with him
outside the classes, as well as from his work as a student, I am able to bear emphatic
restimony to Mr. Mackik's intellectual ability, careful scholarship, clearness of expression,
and methodical habits of thought and work. He seems to me to possess all the qualities
(including business capacity and tact ir dealing with men) essential to success in such a

position as that now vacant.
. JAMES SETH.
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From MAURICE PATERSON, B.A., LL.D., Rector, United Free Churchk Training College
Moray House, Edinburgh.

UnNiTeD FRER CHURCH TRAINING COLLEGE,
: Moray House,
' EDINBURGH, March gth, 1906.

Mr. ALexanprr Mackik, M.A,, of Edinburgh University, with First Class
Honours in the Philosophical Department, can be recommended in the strongest terms
for the appointment in Sydney for which he is a candidate.

His career, especially in the University, has been a brilliant one, in evidence of
which it will suffice to mention that in #2ree classes—Psychology, Logic, and Methaphysics :
Moral Philosophy ; and Political Economy—he was foremost student of his year, a
position, I need scarcely say, possible only to a man of first-rate ability. For handling
theoretically the subject of education, no better equipment, I venture to think, could be

desired.
But Mr. Mackik is and has been a practical educator for a2 number of years.

He was trained as a teacher in this College, and for his practical work received the mark
excellent, the highest it is in our power to give.

His experience, moreover, not in elementary schools only, but also of secondary
and more recently of University work, has been very considerable, and for the purposes
of the position for which he is a candidate, will prove quite invaluable.

\Vith much pleasure I add that Mr. Mackik is most gentlemanly in feeling and
bearing, and that I am confident that he will at once gain the confidence and esteem of

any students who may be placed under uis care.
M. PATERSON.
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From J. SigLp NicHotson, Sc.1). (Cantab.), M.A. (Lond.), Professor of Politrcal
Economy, University of Edinburgh.

UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH,
January 24th, 1403

Mr. ALexanDpeRrR Mackig, M. A, attended my class of Political Economy during
the Session 1goo-1. After keen competition he gained the First Prize and Medal.
Reyond this I have much pleasure in stating that I formed a high opinion of Mr. Mackiw's
ability and character, and I have no hesitation in giving him a very hearty recommenda-

tion for the post for which he is a candidate. He possesses great energy and power of

work, and is sure, I think, to get on well both with the students and his colleagues.

J. SHIELD NICHOLSON.
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APPENDIX De

Reference writtengfév'maekie by Ve Tallace Dunlop,
Hleadmaster of Daniel Stewart's College, Edinburgh.
Daniel Stewart's College,
Edinburgh, 23rd October, 1899,
Mr, Alexander Mackie was educated at thls_édilege _
up to the time he became a pupll tescher under the
Zdinburgh bchool Doard.

ile wes well advanced in Fnglish, Latin, Greek,

French, and Mathematica, and gave promise of becoming

a very good scholar. In &ll his classes he malntained

a high place. His conduct was in all respects most

exemplary.

liow that he has cpmpleted his course of training
as a certificated teacher I have much pleasure in
reconmending him as one who may be thoroughly relied
on to discharge faithfully and well whatever duties
he may undertake.
e Wallace Dunlop; M.Ae

Notice of Appointment of Mackle as Pupll-teacher to
Canonmills,

Edinburgh School Board,

Sehool Board Offices

Castle Terrace

Edinburgh, 12th April, 1832,
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Dear Oir,
Canonmills Publile “ehool
I have the pleasure Lo inform you that the Board have
appoinied you Fupileteacher on probation,in the above
'shools Ie good enough to inform me by return of poet
whether you accept the appointment, and, if so, whether
you will be prepared to commence work in the School on

I herewith encloae Copy of the Regulations adopted
by the Doard for the YAppointment, Payment, Employment,
and Instruction of Pupil-teachers”

I am,

Yours wvery truly,
Jass Arnot,
Mre Alexr. lackie,

8 Dean Terrace.

leference written for Mackie by John Hoss, lleadmeter
of Casnonmills Public Sehool, Edinburgh.

It gives me much satisfaction to be able to report
favourably on Hr. Aiexanﬂer aekie's qualifications for
the Off{ice of teachers Ie was a faithful member of the
Starf of this School for four years and during that time
he conducted himself with the utmost propriety. During
his apprenticeship he passed all the preseribed and other
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exaninations with the highest coredit gaining the
higheat Government Bonus year by &eér. On the
completion of hie apprenticeship he passed the
tniveraity Preliminary Sxamination and entered the
Training College ae a First-Class Student. During his
apprenficeahip and since he has taken several First
Clasas Certificstes in Drawing and Science and three
Higher Grade lLeaving Ceritificates. Other Certificates
will show how ilr, Yackie applied himself to his studies
while attending the Training College and the University
and his successes thersa,

Mrs Hackie has had practical experience in teaching
all the Classes in the Juvenile Depariment. iie was
pulnstaking ond thorough 4in all his work and displayed
considerable tact in maintaining discipline and power
and facility in imparting instruction. I consider
Hres Hackie a teacher of gnod ability and I know he will
most zZeslously fulfil the duties of any situation to
which he may be aprointed. T wilsh him all success in
the profession he has choséne

JOhn RoG8, PaB,T45s
ifead Haster.
Canonmllls Public Echool,
rdinburgh,
25th Ootober, 189%.
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liotice of Acceplance of llackie as a Student of the Free
Church Trainine College, !loray iouse, “dinburgh.
Free Church Training College,
Moray House, Edinburgh,
Znd March, 1897.
Dear Cir,

Having passed ihe whole of the Universitly
Preliminury Zxaninstion or its eyuivelents, you are
entitled to be received into the TIralning College as
a8 otudent of the Flrst Divisions

The SDICAZIGH COINIVTsn of the IFREN CHURCH agree to
award fo you a Seiiolarship of 225 for the Firat Year
on the following conditions already kuown to you from
the Prospectus. You wili be rejuired on andmission
« (1) To deeclare in writing your intention bona fide,
to adopt and follow the prnfesaicn of teaching in |
Public ilementary Lehool or Training College, and to
bind yourself to repay the Ocholarship in the event of
your not doing so3 and (2), To ensage to attend the
Training College for two yoars.

ﬁe nleased to return to me, withoul delay, enclosed
Yorm, intimating that you are prepured to comply with
these condliions. |

I an,

Yours faithfully,

1, Paterson, Rector.
s AlOXe Mutkles
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P.5, = Arrangenments as to University attendance will be

referred to later.

Reference "ritten for Mackie by l. Paterson, lector

of Free Church Training College, Yoray liouse, Edinburghe
Free Church Uraining College,
Horay House, Edinburgh,

, July, 1839, o
Mr. Blexaﬁﬂer Yackie having now completed a full

course of Uraining in thisc Institution with very great

credit (87 per cent. in all the subjects of studiy),

iz in my opinion adoirably qualiried for the off'ice

of Yeacher.

During the two Sessions of his mitendsnce, i« Mackie
has performed the work required of him in my c¢lasses
wifh very great punctualilty and care.

AS a teacher, Nr. Mackle takes rank as one of the
best of his year. For all his work in our Practiéing
Section, no one has recéived marks Lrom the Masters
whoge ¢lagses he taucht so uniformly highes They are
indeed in every c¢ase the highest as given or those
next to 1t. All his lessons were laid out with
singular intelligzence and were taught with unusual

bricghtness, atiractivcness and succens,
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of Mpr. Mackie's personal charactery I am able to
tpeak in the most commendatory terms. Ilis tone and
splrit have been all that I could desire., Iis natural
ability, high professional gualifications and excellent
character give promise of a career at once successful
end useful in the highest degree,
He Paterson,

Rector.

Hotice of Appointment of Mackile as Assistant to
Broughton Public Schoole
Edinburgh School Board.
Sehool Board Of{ices,
Castle Terrace,
Edinburgh, 4th July 130C.
Broughton Publie Schools.
Dear 3ir,
I have the pleasure to inform you that the Board
have appointed you an Aesistant in the abvove {chool.
The Salary will be at the rate of £35.~ per annum
and may rise to 2140.~ The Inzagement, whille regulated
by the Public Cchwools (Ccote) “Wenchers Act 1332, shell
be during the pleasuro of the Board, and be termlnable
on either side by ¢ month's notice being given.
Be good enough to inform me, by return of post,

whether you aceept the Appoiniment on the above terma.
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I sos be prepared to commenes work on Tuesdsy, hth
“eptember next.
T am,
- Yours very truly,
Ja8s Arnote.
Hre Slexander Haclkle,

8 Dean Terrace,

7s Reference Written for Mackle by Thomas & Glover, Reaotor,
High Cechool, Horth Berwiek.
High School,
Horth Bergiek,
18th June, 1302.

Hre Ae MacCkie, H.A. was Lor several months a member
of the Staff in this school during the year 1900, and it
glves me. great pleanure to testify to the earnestness
and success thot attended his efforts in all the work he
took up.

lic wap chlefly aseocloted with clusses in Fnglish and
athematics preparing for the Ieaving Certificate
Lxaminationse I1lis wide knowledge, his excellent methods
of teaching and his vivaciiy of monner made hinm a most
valuable asslatant in this work. |

Thoss 3a Glover,

Rectors
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by the Comuittce propoceds The Principal awaits intormation
us to the nunber of sectlono ho may foram and the otafiing
that willl be available in vesnecet to the 120 students
enbering next monthe JAnother approueh than the ratio .
forpule may offer o better solution of the stalfling problen
than that now adopled but this is essentlally a matter for
further considération.

CHUORALTDULT

04

ey

l

T UONE 0 A4 COLLUGE LNGTURSR

"nile 1% io not possible nor indecd desirablc to sci
out in detail how nemvers of stalf are to occupy thelr
official time, the following suggestions Indicate In a
general way tie varied nature ol the work to be donce It i3
also $o be noted thot the instruction and training of
students will hardly be elfective unless members of stafl
Xecp abreast of the subjeet they profess and their
influcnce will be even more stimulating if in addltlon they
are ablce to encage in some productive study and research in
gomo {icld of imovwledges On the other hand it is not the
purpose oi' the weaechers'! Collepse to train speelalist scholars
but to ascist students to lay the Loundations for beconming
well qualiried teachers and thio means the training of
cultured men snd women, with a professioncl outlook and
attitudo. -

The general dlstribution of College time moy be out-
1ined oo follows, but variations or departures fron this
senedule may bDe necessary.

(1) Leeturers ¢ill meet classes for Instructlon
for 12 pocriods per werks

(2) Pueh leeturer will act as adviser and tutor fo
a group of students snd will direct the weckly
practical work in teaching., Tals work will
occupy 6 periods per wecks

(3) wac corpection of written and practical work will
ocecupy obout 5 hours per veck.

(4) Preparation Tor lectures and practical wori.

fo far oo nossible a study will be provided, bub it
15 recorniced thot some College work, €.« preparation,
corrcetion, rending, research, my be more effectively
earricd out boyond the Colleges lence lecturers are nob
reguired to be on the College premises at any fized hourss
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Lecturers win arc unable to neet elasses at the
preseribed tlpes chould ndvice the Prinoipal without delaye.

/n attendance roll should be kept and marked for each
class meeting. A% the end of each term g return of
attendence should be made to the Principal.

Lecturers should note the Repulation of the IPublic

Service Zoard vhich states that the houra of duty shall be
from 940 une $0 De0 penme ‘ondays to Fridays inclusive.

Cuwalifieations of Tecturers

The quality ol the staff 1o aleo v nmutter Lopr
consideration. '

If the principles laid dovm on pages 2 and 5 are
sound the lecturer must be a man of outstending culture
cnd not onnly o competent teacher, must hiove the vicion out-
look will und enercy to keecp abreast of modern theory and
practices 48 far as acadenmic attainments are eoncerncd the
staff In the main io well eguipned und the Principal
ciffectively informs himsell of and stimalntes their reading.
Obviously it isc wioe policy fo encure $hat lecturaers
appointed to a Peachera' Collepse stafl should have proved
thernselves ac teachers. Three years' teaching experilence
1o o ninimm and rcaconcble time to permit of & Lairly sale
Judsment upon teaching erficiencys “hat is wanted, hovever,
is not ¢o much a skilled instructor in certain branches of
learninzg, btut one who knows how to develop ¢nildren as
Individuals in noturel and new situetions,

Ingtery of separate technigues or o groun of technigues
without intellectual equipment +v1ll never develop that
professional outloolzr which teacher-training should strive to
athicves Tt will alco be difficult to seccure men vwho
combine hich echolarship with practical skill and probably the
test compromize 15 to provide Tor bLoth elements on a College
otalff, the one contented to remaln as critical students and
thinters upsn chanelng problems but in elose touch with
scnool worl, the other reeruited to the stafll at an age
early enoush o permit of ‘thelr transfer boex to the
tencaing ranks under conditions (inspection, szlary, sradc,
ctce) that will permit the articulation of their promotlon
in the generol sepvice,
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Lceturers of the latter type could Le uoooinbeu ug a
uunaorary or Junior cialf zond be available for ooturn to the

teaching service in the event of seplouo dscredbe in the
Collicce enrolrcnia

Lecturers of thisc type were attsoeched to the Gollege
gtaff up to 1532. A general reduction of the College staff
in that year led fto the peturn of 811 junior lpctu?P?h and
Gevdral senior men tc Lac ceneral service,

it is felt that the prescnt method of recruiting the
leeture stafl is not satisfoctorye. To take a case to .
1llustrate. In Harch last a lst Clasg llonours man in I'nglish
and History cnd issistant Daoter in a Hish OUchiool for ten
ycars on an AN efficlency mark was appointed s Colleg
lecturer on Aprdl 10th, cix wesks after Collene started. He
commenced at the College on April 26th, civing his firat
lzcesure on Aprdl 29th, ile had no aecuaintanece with Primry
Uehool vori, had no pECViOHS opporbunity lLor indicating his
srasy o0 broad cducational problens oubside his own special
bub‘“ct, and no cxpéricnce in o myjor course upon which he
was to leeturc, visce Soclal telisnces The result i that he
is now overwvheinmed with work, preparing lectures and learning
by contaet with other leeturcrg stetn*ng et the nsture of
vorls atternted dn Peolnary Sehools and in endeavourine to
acoulre something of the atmosphere, aims end spirit of the
Collese in which he it to lobours It would Le far better if
1ikely aspirants Jor College work were oificinlly noted
earlicr ond riven guldance in their reading upon the brosder
oroblens g lecturer has to face and snceial help in
developing teaching teehniques £ reservoir of such men and

vomen in the dirfferent subjects voul& peralt of u betier
solcetion than ot »resent ovailable upLuLal gualities and

gqualifications (acauemic, profeasional end teaching) could
Lo rore fully weviewed $han io at precent poscible.

"hile the nusbers sent to Coll oue vary conclderably
from year to yoar, it is dmprzcticable o maintaln complete
stobility in staffing cven 10 desirable,

It ie, howoever, worthy of consideratlon whether it
would nod% be better {o aboorb the surpiuc stafl in any year
by providing additional refrcsher courses CJor touchers than to
roeburin then to schoolo,

DAUOUGTRATTON T ORK

Tt will alvays be difficult to ensurz the close eontact
of the mellowing lecturer with receal school roon prﬂcticb,
&na in o sensc, 1% is no% altorcther peaconable wilth the other
calils on his time, Lo expcoet the leeburer to always be the
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most competent denmonstrator, particularly in subjects out-
£ide hin Gpeclinl Lfi0ld, The dliscucsion of this oproblen
with the Principzl revealed that lecturers supervisc wcchly
the denonstration work done by scetions assisnod to thor
cuach Lerns. Aiucratlon in the conditions of paymant to
denonstration fecachers in ilish <ehools was alleged fto have
developed & reluctance on tho part of some lecturers to
perforn denongtration worke

- The objection that denonstration assistiant teachers
vould be deprived of payment {or den onstration work doea not
apnply to p?imary schoolis,.

It was pointca out, however, that denmonstiration
lessons ars given by lecturers during periocds of practice
tcaeanl nry clthouzh 1ittle appezrs to be done at present,
The Principal'e mugpestions in his nenmo. upon the “"Dutles

of’ Student Advisera" attached, reveals that the need for
co-orﬂinﬂtln“ the principles ecnumersted in the leecture roonm
withh the method folloved in the denonctratlion sehiools are
not lout sight ol

Althoush espeutlally oxperts in thodr specinl fields,
all lccturers are exnected to ecwuaint themselves with the
principles md spoceial methods of %fezchiing all primory school
cubjecetss Purthor more, their ccetlons are chonsed each terms

Tho dubies of leecturers in their capacity as section
cdvicers are lmnoptanu and arc set out on memo. attached
“"ISractical and PTuiosrlal Tork.

It 1s to e noted that lcecturers are astked to submit
o veport to the rlneloal at the end of the term unon the
vortk done as soction udvlisers.

r-n

The leecturers reoponsible Lor the various scelions arei-

101 D?. 'nelanceg
102 tHoo Zannan
103 Tr Trde
oL iMiso lloore
105 Dr. Currsy
106 iso Ledfern
107 e Vilbrook
Don. ‘ce) 108 1 "s 'Tompson
Toeealolle 108 Hr. Thite
110 lre Ranclaud
111 Dpe “oodward
11z 're Grifffith
113 [Pz« Ruodes

Lxe Undve 114 fire Harrls
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201 , lisg Lates
20e v liicg Lake
203 Dre leioe, lre Omith
20L ['rs Tiope
205 Ire Hammer
2056 l're Meldran
207 Trs Cole, Urs. “eterson
TecaColle 208 ‘ ] e Kelly, I, 31?53‘21
269 [lice Vark, llarpils
Dome Sce 210 Lpre “nite
Craduatsa Professor ackle, [iss Skillen, Hre looge

e Mowley.
Hiss Lack

- Misn Bilddles
lire Soott .

L Miss Synonds
Dr. Cole.
sy Deey
Ire Sheldon

Cepts Coursa

June Courca

ERAC TR S R SAE N

rractienl and Purorinl ork of Ueetion Sdvisers,

Wac Proctleal and Watorlael Uori will net inelude any
cource of oyatematic lectures, Tuo following susgmestlons will
Incieate the coveral forns of practical vork which may be
widertazen fron ¢ine to tinc..

la Observation of lescons piven by lecturer or teochsar In

the Devonstration Uchool, rcliminoary dlscussion will

be advioable to o8sist the obeevvation of students;

ard alter the leasson hes been observad o consideratlion
ECF SN, |

of tho praozodura and princinles of teachins exennlificd
w111l be nocessary.

Ze Lescons prcageribed by the tutor, prepared by the
students, and given by o selected ctudent in the
preconce of othoer members.  Here agoin preliminury
and subseguent dlocussion and comment will be required.
faraoraph 1 oand paracraph IT will oczcupy at lcast threc
nours Por wWelile

S Topoehing Hxersises - nental and scholastle test -

preseribed by Sutor, prepared by cach mecber of group,
propented and dicgeuased,
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Thz sono ex er»ivc nzed not, of course, be glven ab the
ane tinme to every nonber of the groupe.

Typical creveloes nay be found iu such LoOUD as

{ 15 acnﬂﬁoﬂgh - Dpiver of ”P~‘Hinw rpactico
Stury and “JM“LA.

sulenbice crercicos w11l be gureested by ths locelurers
in Tducatlon.

o3
rs

Suort Dscoys, ialio, and debates prescribed o
individualo or nzll groups: deliverced belfore the grovd
or to the Tubtopr. Tho Tutar vill comment on the
substonee, style, lansuuge, etcs A mark should be
recordole

ration of o browdesoct tali, lontern lesson,
=.vrbulvu, deserdiption, cxolunibions

2w ReviCJ of o 0oy DOoL, masas ino article, procis o

s,

lected by locturer or octudenb.

-3
o
o
e
aQ
3
£
o

e

The dircetion vacre nceecccory ol otudenis' study.

{2) fenodulod - Collose cource
(b)‘iohauchﬂﬂuic& - gontent of primry cuwaeloulun
cpzeeil, wrliing expresslons

Cogbions 3, Iy 5 will ocecupy aboul throo hours porr weclls
; & oof dids tuiorial vorir it moy be cdvisable not
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