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CHAPTER T.

I. INTRODUCTION

Mountain~Ok is a linguistic term coined by Dr. Alan Healey.
Because the boundaries of certain features of material culture and
social organization seem to correlate closely with the linguistic
boundaries, it is convenient to use thérlinguistic term "Mountain~Ok"

to refer to the culture and to the people.

Up until the establishment of Oksapmin Patrol Post in 1961,
the whole of the Mountain-Ok area was administered from the Sub-
District Office at Telefomin. In January, 1962, I arrived by
aircraft at Telefomin as an Administration-employed teacher for the
small Primary !T? School on the government station area. At that
time there were about 60 pupils enrolled, mostly children of
administration native employees from the compound near the Sub=District
Office. However, there was a small number of pupils in their teens
boarding at the school who came from the various tribal and linguistic
groups around Telefomin. It was the friendships developed with these
lads that enabled me to pursue my interest in the areas from which
they came and facilitated the survey-character of my field-work. In
April, 1962, my wife joined me and she began the experience of
orientation with a different purpose to mine ~ as a research student
in Anthropology, she was concerned to understand Telefolmin social

organization,

We eventually established ourselves on the outskirts of Angkevip



(a village about two miles from the Sub-district Office), the

better to win co-operation from a reserved and dour people.

About the middle of 1963 I was in correspondence with
B.A.L. Cranstone, Assistant Keeper of the Department of Ethnography,
British Museum. His aim was to form a collection illustrating as
completely as possible the material culture and technology of one
of the groups of people in the Telefomin area and to support this
with the fullest possible documentation. During his stay (December,
1963 - April, 1964) I was able to observe some of his methods and was
ready for a suggestion by Mr. D. Miles - then Assistant Curator of
Anthropology in the Australian Museum, Sydney ~ that a collection of
Telefolmin artefacts would be a useful adjunct to his Sepik Expedition
planned for the latter half of 1964, I therefore began making a
collection, recording the data I thought most interesting and taking
hints from what I had seen of Cranstone!s work. The research had
little direction for, being a graduate in a Department where the
study of material culture and art styles was not then in the curriculum
(there is now a Pre-history section), I had no idéa of the sort of

investigations students of material culture were pursuing.

During this time I became interested in the carved and painted
war-shields and house~boards in the area. 1 began systematically
photographing, and recording data for, these objects. My line of
enquiry bore a strong bias towards the sort of questions a social
anthropologist would ask; for example, who assisted in the manufacture

of the board at the various stages; what payment was given by the



owner for the assistance; who inherited the board, and so on.

I did not obtain systematic information of the meanings of the
design elements ~ the people for a long time disclaimed that the
designs had any meaning at all. But an alteration of the question
from: "What does this design mean?" (gesturing at the whole design)
to: '"What does this design mean?” (pointiné at a particular element
of the design), brought immediate results. However, the fact that
the one element often had more than one meaning and éometimes more
than one meaning for the one informant, discouraged me from pursuing
the matter., The Telefolmin denied any function other than that of
house adornment for the houseboards, and the shiélds were carved and
painted because it made them "look good", and because their

forefathers did it.

In pursuit of a photographic record of these boards and shields,
I visited all but one of the Telefolmin villages during 1964-5, four
of the six villages of the Falamin, and most of the Ulapmin and
Tilfalmin villages in 1964. I visited Oksapmin twice - once in 1964
and once in 1965. These trips were carried out during school holidays
and I was never more than a few days in any area and mostly only an
hour or two in any one village. Unfortunately, the detailed data
I obtained for the Kialikmin villages close fo where we were living
were not obtainable for the other villages I visited. Whereas it
was possible to catch the owners of Kialikmin houseboards at home
sooner or later, I could not be sure that anyone would be present in

a village I just happened to be passing through. The Patrol Officer



normally sends advance warning of such events as census-taking to
ensure that‘there will be a good number of persons present when he
arrives, I could not adopt the same approach and the nature of my
employment made it impossible to follow on behind census patrols,

although this would be the best way to overcome the problem.

Finally, such is the individuality of Telefolmin that for accurate
information it was absolutely essential to speak to the owner of the
houseboard or shield - seldom could anyone else tell me anything

reliable about the item being investigated.

In February - May, 1965, I took part in the Australian Star
Mountains Expedition ! and I was able to add a little more information
from the Wopkeimin south of the Stars. Although the Atbalmin to the
north of the Stars are said to have shields, we did not see any ~ I

believe they were kept hidden from us.

I returned to Sydney in June, 1965. In January, 1967 2 I returned
to Telefomin for four weeks to extend the area covered by my
investigations, spending one week in the Elip valley, north of
Telefomin, two weeks completing the Falamin villages and updating
and checking the Telefolmin data, and a week in the Faiwolmin-Wopkeimin
area at the headwaters of the Fly River in Papua. This brought the
inventory of warshields, houseboards, and carved and painted house

facades to over 300. I also obtained 540 rubbings of carved arrow

1. Financed by the members of the Expedition.

2. Financed in part by a grant from the Wenner-Gren Foundation for
Anthropological Research, in part by an honorarium from Professor
Jean Guiart, and in part by myself.



foreshafts and etched smoking tubes and ear-—tubes.

During January-~February, 1968 1 I conducted an expedition to the
Upper Sepik area. Based at Green River, I spent some three weeks on
the Idam, August, October and Sepik Rivers, and a week in the Border
Mountains. There were few shields -~ all that remained were of most
recent manufacture. Some 350 rubbings of carved arrow foreshafts
and etched smoking tubes were obtained. A collection of several
hundred artefacts, including 125 stone tools, was assembled for
further study in Sydney. I have been able to examine the ethmographic
collections of the Australian Museum in Sydney, which provide a wealth

of comparative data.

This thesis will be concerned with only the houseboards and
warshields of the Mountain-Ok. I will not attempt to deal with other
aspects of the art of these peoples. Elsewhere I hope to discuss the
designs carved on arrow fore-shafts and black-palmwood spatulate clubs,

(Plale 20).
and etched on bamboo ear-tubes and smoking-tubes, My present feeling
.is that the art-style expressed on these objects -~ particularly the
arrows = will be found to have correspondences with the styL§s~on
similar objects throughout the Sepik District, as far as the North
Coast. However, I am still preparing for this exercise and a
forthcoming expedition to the Yellow, Sand, North and Hordern Rivers,

east of the Border Mountains, should add considerably to the data

already accumlated.

1. Financed largely by a grant from the Wenner-Gren Foundation for
Anthropological Research, the balance by the members of the
expedition (B. Craig, D. Balmer, G. Morren).



It will be obvious that this study suffers to some extent
from throwing the net wide and I readily admit the necessity to do
far more detailed work in certain localities. Only a detailed study
will provide data to support, refute or modify the hypotheses put

forward in this thesis. I offer them exactly for this reason.
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CHAPTER II.

ITI.1 THE GEOGRAPHICAI, CONTEXT.

The three biggest rivers in New Guinea (Figure 1) have their
sources close together in the Central Highlands near the geographic
centre of the island and it is here that the Mountain-Ok dwell.

Two of these rivers flow north: +the Sobger-Idenburg-Mamberamo River,
entirely in West New Guinea, and the Sepik River, chiefly in the
Territory of New Guinea. The third, the Fly River, flows south
through Papua. A fourth but smaller river, the Digul, has its source
in the Star Mountains immediately to the west of the Fly headwaters,

and flows through the southern foothills and plains of West New Guinea.

The Central Highlands constitute the most important physical
feature of New Guinea. They form the high mountainous backbone,
nearly 1,500 miles long, running from end to end of the island, and
reaching heights up to 16,500! - the peaks of Carstenz, Wilhelmina
and Juliana, in West New Guinea, are mantled with permanent snow., In
the vicinity of the Sepik - Fly headwaters, the mountains rise to a
maximum height of about 13,000! in the Star Mountains, and 11,000?!

in the Hindenburg Range.

Although the highlands are continuous throughout the length of
the island and form a complete divide between the north and south-
flowing drainage, they do not constitute a single chain but comprise
a complex system of ranges of restricted léngth, separated in places

by broad upland valleys. One such valley is that of the Upper Sepik

70
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Basin, at an altitude of %,000® - 5,0007%,

There is generally a foothills zone of mountains of decreasing
height and varying width along both northern and southern flanks
of the central ranges, that have their greatest development along
the southern flank of Western Papua, and to the north of the Thurnwald
and Schrader Ranges where there is a gradual descent from the crest

northwards to the Sepik.

In the south, above the junction of the Palmer and Fly Rivers,
the country rises in a series of small ridges running approximately
east-west, each higher than the last, until finally the crest of the
Kaban Range is reached, varying between 3,000®! and 8,000! in altitude.
The northern face of this limestone range is sheer and it is this range

that marks the southern boundary of the Mountain-Ok.

Ten miles to the north of, and parallel with, the Kaban Range
are the Hindenburgs, a series of sheer limestone precipices thousands
of feet above surrounding country, with crests nowhere less than 9,000?
and in places over 11,000? above sea level. This massive wall merges
with the Star Mountains at its western end, and at its eastern end
curves away to the north-east to join other ranges and become the

Victor Emmanuel Range.

It is in the valley twenty miles long, between the Hindenburg and
Kaban Ranges, that the numerous headwaters of the Fly River converge
to rush through a narrow gorge in the Kaban. Within this valley

(Figure 2), inhabited by the Faiwolmin, is a maze of steep, heavily-
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wooded hills and razor-backed limestone mountain ridges rising from

just over 1,000% above sea level to 5,000%, Other, somewhat differently
structured, valleys lie to the east (drained by the Palmer headwaters
and tributaries of the Strickland, and inhabited by the Seltamanmin)

and to the west (drained by the headwaters of the Ok Tedi or Alice River

and inhabited by the Wopkeimin).

The northern side of the Hindenburg Range is not sheer as is the
southern face, but a steep slope down the dip of a syncline to the
floor of the Upper Sepik Basin at 2,000! above sea level. This Basin,
about twenty miles long from east to west and about eight miles wide
at its widest point, ringed around by mountains 7,000! to 11,000! above
sea level, is inhabited by the central Mountain~Ok groups ~ the

Falamin, Telefolmin, Ulapmin and Tifalmin.

The Upper Sepik Basin (Figure 3) consists of three parts. The
western section is the four-mile wide valley of the Ilam, dominated
at its western-end by the 11,000? Mt. Aiyang. The central section is
the biggest and is bounded at its southern edge by the Behrman Hills,
and to the east by the Victor Emmanuel Range. The third section,
south~east of the main section, is at a generally lower altitude than
the 5,000! grassy terraces of the central and western sections, and

is the bottom of the syncline mentioned above.

The Tekin (Sepik) rises in the Victor Emmanuel Range to the east
of the Upper Sepik Basin, flows along the axis of the syncline, is
Jjoined by the eastward-flowing waters of the Nong valley cradled

between the Behrman Hills and the Hindenburgs, skirts the northern



10.

edge of the Behrman Hills, whereupon it turns north to its junction
with the eastward~flowing Ilam. It then leaves the north-western
corner of the central section of the Basin through a deep and narrow

gorge.,

In the central section of the Basin, the Sepik is deeply entrenched
in the valley floor. To the north, the groﬁnd slopes up in huge grassy
terraces to 5,000 above sea level, above which the forest-covered
Mittag Range rises abruptly to 8,000%. This drops away steeply into
the smaller east-west valley of the Elip (also inhabited by Telefolmin),
the headwaters of which are separated only by a narrow ridge from those

of the Om (Strickland) to the east.

The Strickland flows east for some thirty miles, is joined by
the westward-flowing Lagaiap, and turns south to flow through a 5,000°
deep gorge, a tremendous open gash across the Central Highlands.
Between the Upper Sepik Basin and the Strickland Gorge are a number

of east-west valleys in which live the Oksapmin, or Bimin, groups.

North of the Elip, over the 9,000! Donner Range, is the valley
of the Fak, which fldws parallel to the Elip into the Sepik. Beyond
this lies an extensive tract of high mountain country drained by the
May, Frieda and Leonhard-Schultze Rivers, the highest peaks being
Mt. Stolle and the D!Albertis Dome at 10,000!. The Fak valley and
the May and August River headwaters are inhabited by the Mianmin, and
another Telefolmin group (the Ninataman Kasel) live on the headwaters

of the Frieda.

Collecting the waters of the Elip and Fak, the Sepik
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11.

flows north, then north-west, along a narrow V-shaped valley,
bordered on either side by precipitous heavily-wooded ranges,
receiving most of its tributaries from the Star Mountains to the
south, where live the Atbalmin groups. Close to the border with
West New Guinea the Sepik, and its companion the August, spill out
onto the Sepik plain and meander north to join mear Green River.
The Sepik continues eastwards, collecting the waters of the May,

Frieda, Leonhard-Schultze and others on its way to the sea.

In the Star Mountains of West New Guinea live the Sibil and
Kiwirok groups - on the southern flanks of the central range, in the
highland valleys of the Sibil, Tsyop and Bon, and in the valleys

drained by the Sobger and Sepik tributaries to the north.

1I.2 THE PEQOPLE.

The Mountain-0k consist of several named groups of from 300 to
(F‘.ﬂufﬁ l"\p

3,000 persons each/’ These names are characterized by the suffix "-min"
meaning "people". Within these named groups - which could perhaps
be called "tribes!" ~ are other, smaller named groups not normally
exceeding 200 persons living in one or more villages ani/or hamlets.
These names are also characterized by the suffix "-min", and for
convenience we may refer to the lands occupied by such groups as a

"parish". 1In this account, the status of a particular named group

as a parish group or tribe may not be certain. This applies particularly

to the Mianmin, Atbalmin, Wopkeimin, Fegolmin and Oksapmin groups,



which are so named by the Telefolmin and do not necessarily represent

the way the groups see themselves in relation to ome another.

For example, the Telefolmin distinguish the Fegolmin from the
Angkeialanin to the south of them, whereas the Awin (a Lowland-Ok
group to the south of the Fegolmiﬁ and Angkeiakmin) refer to both
groups as Faiwoimin. The Angkeiakmin distinguish themselves from
the Fegolmin; but the Fegolmin do not normally refer to themselves
as such, but use the names of their constituent parishes, such as
Atemkialamin, Ningkilinﬁin and so on. The status of the Kamfegolmin
(Fegolmin who live on the Kam River) as a tribe or parish-group is

not certain.

Similarly, the Mianmin are probably called such only by the
Telefolmin and'perhaps refer to themselves as such only when talking

toTelefolmin or to Europeans.

The Atbalmin are even less understood, for they consist of
several groups some of which bear the same '"parish" names and have
for convenience been distinguished by numbers, for example,
Wimalapmin 1, Wimalapmin 2, and so on. These like-named groups are
not contiguous and this perhaps indicates a recent pioneering of
virgin country, with groups breaking up into several branches,

scattering over the territory available.

It should be noted, then, that the terminology used is to a
large extent that used by the Telefolmin and adopted and perpetuated

by Administration personnel, and reservations must be held concerning

12.



~

‘Aluwo  myewaxoadde Savepwog ‘BN
‘B9 taz 1 T00Q000° 1 Fjess
P2V YV |IIH AHid3S ]

SAYONVUDT UIWEDSHO i : Z—3<

PYOUNYUD( HQ -UID uNoL

2y

VININD MIN

VIINID 3¢ SIYVAINY
‘g d»ﬁm...&

!
X

Q
~
3
~
%-

>

MO -GNV 1M

(]

VMIH

-
=
o2
<<
p- g
o |
,‘|+3j

/4
/

N1d3S




13.

the status of the various named groups in relation to one another.

II.3 THE LANGUAGES.

The languages of the Ok Family are spoken by perhaps 50,000
persons inhabiting the geographic centre of New Guinea. Healey
(1964:38) suggests: "These languages may be divided into two sub-
families on purely linguistic grounds but this division also correlates
well with topographical features. The Mountain-0k Sub-Family includes
at least six languages and perhaps ten ...... spoken by a total of
some 30,000 people. ..... The Lowland-0Ok Sub-Family includes at least
three languages, and perhaps five. These are spoken by a total of
almost 20,000 people, most of whom live in the swampy and low hilly

country between the Kao River and the Tedi (Alice) and Fly Rivers."

The Mountain-0k Sub-Family (Figure 5) may be divided up as follows

(196%:38 £.£.):

DIVISION A ¢ Telefol, Tifal, Faiwol, Setaman, Bimin.

DIVISION B Mianmin, Wagarabai.

DIVISION C Ngalum, Sibil. -

Additional data may lead to a reclassification of DIVISION C as

another Sub-Family rather than as a part of the MOUNTAIN-OK Sub-Family.

In the following brief description, letter-codes are designated
for those languages which will be used in the text of this thesis,
for ease of reference. Population figures are as given in the

1968 Village Directory.



TELEFOL (TL) is spoken by the Telefolmin living in the central
section of the Upper Sepik Basin (Sometimes called Ifitaman), as well
as in the Ilib (Elip) and Nina (Frieda) valleys to the north. A
dialect of Telefol is spoken by the Falamin (Feramin) who live in
the south-eastern section of the Upper Sepik Basin. Total Telefolmin

speakers: 3767.

TIFAL (TF) is spoken by the Tifalmin people of the Ilam valley,
the westernmost section of the Upper Sepik Basin. Dialects of this
language are spoken by the Atbalmin living on the northern slopes
of the Star Mountains, the Wopkeimin (Opkemin, Optimin) living on
the headwaters of the 0k Tedi (Alice) and Ok Kauwol beneath the
southern face of the Star Mountains, and by the Ulapmin (Urapmin)
living on the south-western banks of the Sepik between the Tifalmin
and Telefolmin., Many of the Ulapmin speak Telefol as a second

language. Tifalmin-Ulapmin: 8353 Atbalmin: 1,190; Wopkeimin: 470.

FATWOL (FW) is spoken by the people living on the headwaters
of the Fly and Palmer Rivers - from west to east:- +the Imdalmin
(Tmdelmin), Fegolmin, Angkeiakmin (Inkiakmin), Gipmin, Wokfiakmin

and Figalinmin. Speakers of Faiwol number 2,700 (including Seltamanmin).

SETAMAN is spoken by the Seltamanmin, on the headwaters of the
Palmer River. However this may not be a separate language, but a
dialect of Faiwol. These people are included with Faiwol speakers

for Census.

BIMIN is the language of the people living in the valley of the

14,



Wanggop River, a tributary of the Strickland. There may be 1,000
speakers of this language. These people are included with Oksapmin

speakers for Census.

MIANMIN (MN) is spoken by people living in the Fak valley,
north of Ilibtaman (Eliptaman), and around the headwaters of the May

and August Rivers. Miapmin: 1,282,

WAGARABAT 'is similar to Mianmin and is spoken by an estimated
500 people living around the Wagarabai River, a tributary of the

August, in the West Range.

'NGALUM is spoken by the Ngalum people living in and around the
valley of the Ok Nangul (Kiwirok), a tributary of the Sepik in West
Néw Guinea. The Kupel of the Ok Bi and Upper Sobger seem to speak
a dialect of Ngalum. The people of the 0Ok Sibil, Ok Tsyop and Ok Bon
speak another dialect of Ngalum (SB). A recent estimate numbers

speakers of the three dialects of Ngalum at 15,000.

The OKSAPMIN language (0S) consisting of several dialects is
spoken by peoples living in the valleys east of the Upper Sepik Basin.
These valleys are drained by rivers flowing eastwards into the
Strickland Gorge. Oksapmin (including Bimin): 4,276.  Although
the Oksapmin tribes share basically the same culture as the peoples
speaking Mountain-0Ok languages, their language is regarded by Healey
as having the status of a separate Family.

"Oksapmin shows 17% possible cognates with Bimin, and

an average of 7% with the other languages of the

15.
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Mountain-0k Sub-Family. These figures show exactly
the characteristics to be expected if it is posited
that Oksapmin is genetically unrelated to the Ok
Family and that within the past millenium or so it

has borrowed heavily from Bimin." (1964: 115).

The UMAIROF language is part of the Sepik Hill Lahguage Family
described by Dye et. al. 1968. Dialects of this language are spoken
by the Morubammin (Moduanmin), Sisimin, and probably Dulanmin, groups

living on the Om (Strickland) headwaters. Population: 383.

According to the techniques of glottochronology, the degree to
which two related languages share a basic morpheme stock may be taken
as an index of the time that has elapsed since they separated. Of
course, the degree of separation is an important factor and continued
close contact between the two groups may slow down the process of

linguistic divergence.

However, it is worthwhile quoting some tentative conclusions about
the Mountain-0Ok languages afrived at by Dr. Alan Healey (personal
commmnication, 1965): "The total picture is that the Fegolmin,
Tifalmin~-Atbalmin and Telefolmin split up about 2,000 years ago into
these three groups. Soon after that, Wopkeimin appeared as a separate
group, either as a result of interaction of the Fegolmin and Tifalmin
or perhaps as a fourth group 2,000 years ago ...... Then about 700

years ago the Tifalmin-Atbalmin group split into their two sections,
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and some of the Atbalmin living near the Telefolmin, and the

Tifalmin living near the Telefolmin (i.e. the Ulapmin) were somewhat
affected‘by this Telefol influence. Also about 700 to 1,000 years
ago the Fegolmin group split into its present several dialects ......
About 300 years ago, Telefolmin split into Telefolmin préper and
Falamin ........ It seems most likely to me that the forebears of

the present Telefolmin people have been in the Ifitaman valley at
least 1,000 years and probably 2,000 years ...... the headwaters of
"the Sepik around Telefomin is the obvious centre of dispersal .cceceess
The languages of the Lowland-0Ok subffamily are spread along several
lowland rivers, and there are several strands of evidence suggesting
their centre of dispersal may have been on the western tributaries

of the Ok Tedi (e.g. Ok Birim) in the Indonesian~Papuan border area
at about 5°30? ........ The Family as a whole began to split up about
5,000 years ago ...... The data on surrounding languages are meagre,
but some of them show up to 10% similarity in vocabulary. These may
all be loanwords, but some look like inherited cognates. So far as

I know, all of these possible distant relationships (10,000 years?)

are with languages to the south and west of the Ok Family area."



CHAPTER III.

IIT.1 THE COMING OF TABALASEP. 1

There is no evidence that any of the Mountaiﬁ—Ok were aware of
the existence of aliens, or had obtained any goods of alien origin,
until the German-Dutch boundary expedition of Dr. Leonmhard Schultze-
Jena penetrated Atbalmin terriroty in 1910 to ascertain that the Sepik
(Kaiser-Augusta~Fluss) had its source in the Victor Emmanuel Ranges
of German New Guinea, not in Dutch New Guinea as was previously

thought (Schultze-Jena 191%).

In 1912-13, a German scientific expedition, conducted by Dr.
Walter Behrmann, explored the Sepik and its tributaries. His last
major camp was at the junction of the Sepik and Berg (Angust) Rivers.
Dr. Thurnwald later continued beyond this camp and followed the Sepik

to the Upper Sepik Basin.

Evidently Champion (1966: 180) did not realise that Thurnwald
went as far as he did:-

"We had with us a photographic copy of a map made by

Dr. Thurnwald which shows this river (the Clear River).

Apparently he went a few miles above the junction because

from there towards the source, the supposed course of the

1. Tabala is almost certainly derived from the Motu word taubada.
Motu is used in Papua as a lingua franca and taubada means
'master?! with reference to the white man. No doubt the Telefolmin
obtained the word from Karius? and Champion?!s carriers and police.
~sep is a common Telefolmin name-ending.



Sepik is shown by a dotted line. We had at last connected

with the farthest point reached by an expedition from the
northern side of New Guinea. Later we had an opportunity
of seeing his map and found this river to be called the

East, and the Grey the Donner." 1

From Thurnwald!s detailed account (1916) however, there is not

the slightest doubt that he attained the Upper Sepik Basin with its

open valley and relatively heavier population. Behrmann (1924:

translation) also confirms this:

"Population was lacking in the gap and in the slopes of

the first range. There were only a few paths which gave
evidencé of them. Above all, hanging bridges over the
streams are lacking. Only in the upper source basin do
people appear in any quantity. Previously only the smoke
of fires was seen. Only in this area were villages of
small, four-cornered huts met up with on quite low
pillars. There were many plantations. This population,
living far from navigable rivers, naturally is completely
dependent on the yield of the land, and is distinguished
very greatly in this respect from the river or swamp
population in the rest of the area. This population has
established paths through the forest, which cross the

ravines on artistic bridges. The people are small

62

The Clear or East River is the Ok Fak, and the Grey or Donner

is the Ok Elip.
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(1m.55cm.) and carry a great deal of cane decoration

around their loins ....."

The map included in Behrmann's 1924 article shows camps and
route established by Thurnwald, the last camp being on the west bank
of what is probably the Sol River, dated 19th-20th November, 191k.
He gives some village or group names which are recognisable as names

currently in use, for example, Bugilmin = Bogalminy Faram = Falamin.

Campbell (1938: 233) also thought that Thurnwald had reached the
Upper Sepik Basin:-

"From the base at the Yellow River one member of the

barty, Dr. Thurnwald, set off with only fourteen native

carriers and made a most remarkable trek of over 100

miles through unknown country to the grass plateau of

the Upper Sepik valley, and thus achieved the distinction

of being the first to discover the headwaters of the river.,"

The Telefolmin give an account of a white man coming from the
direction of the Sepik at about that time (judged by reference to the
childhood experience of a certain aged man). This could have been
none other than Thurnwald. They report that Thurnwald, whom they called
futmin, stayed one night in their territory and crossed the Sol River
and stayed one night in the Ninipil area -~ at that time,:Falamin

territory. He then returned down the Sepik from whence he had come.

Apparently the Telefolmin were wary-of the white stranger but

some of the bolder youths brought food to the camp and received knives
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and other goods in payment. One of these youths - Binengim - about
twelve years old at the time, told us that he had given a stick of
sugarcane for which he received a small knife. He did not know what
it was for and experimented with it for some time before ascertaining

its use.

It is by reference to this first appearance of the white man
among the Telefolmin that the age of many houseboards and warshields

may be ascertained.

The Fly River was discovered in 1845 by Captain F.P. Blackwood,
R.N., of H.M. Surveying Ship, !Fly?, but apparently he did not

investigate the river.

DYAlbertis, an eminent Italian naturalist and explorer, made three
trips up the Fly in 1875, 1876 and 1877. He discovered the tributary
which he called the Alice, and he named the V;ctor Emmanuel Range.

Four stone adze blades he collected on 20th June, 1876, at a village
above the Fly-Palmer Junction are identifiable as fubi blades of the

Mountain-0k (D®Albertis 1881, Vol. 2, figs. 7, 8, 10, 11 oppos. p. 132).

In 1890, Sir William MacGregor ascended the Fly to a point 610 miles
from the mouth. He made an attempt to reach Mt. Donaldson by way of
the Palmer but did not succeed. No contact was made with the

Mountain-Ok (Annual Report of British New Guinea, 1889-90: 49-64).

Between 1913 and 1924, a number of Government patrels explored
the Fly and Strickland Rivers in the area inhabited by the Lowland-Ok.

A few of these people had seen white men before and, near the border,
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were often in contact with Malay bird-hunters from Dutch territory

(Annual Reports - Papua: 1921-22, 1922-23 and 192k-25).

Murray and Ray (1918: 41) report of the men on the Fly and
Strickland Rivers; that they wore nuts as phallocrypts; +that their
hair was "generally speaking string-dressed ..... plaited into long
ringlets, sometimes with cane or bark. Some of the people seen on
the Strickland had caps of plaited string or grass.'" They note that
the women wore the "fore-and-aft rami - that is, a grass petticoat
covering the back and front but open at the éides." In Village A
(300 miles up the Fly) women commonly wore a bark hood and cloak
combined and in Village B (100 miles further on from Village A) the
men were found wearing cuirasses of rattan (called Egig) and possessing
clubs of egg-shaped stone with the shaft through the longitudinal axis.
Houses were built in piles and attached to trees and were loopholed.
They describe visitors from the mountains as being of small stature

(1918:43).

In 1922, Leo Austen followed the Ok Tedi (Alice ﬁiver) right to
the base of the Star Mountains (Ansten 1923:346), but his detailed
report of the people and their culture was not published. During his
trip of 1924, Austen saw two men who came from the mountains to the
north - most likely Faiwolmin., It is likely, therefore, that Austen

was the first to contact the southern tribes of the Mountain-0Ok.

On Friday, 3rd December, 1926, Karius and Champion left Port

Moresby on the Government vessel "Elevala". Their mission, described

officially as the North-West Patrol, was to cross the central range



from the headwaters of the Fly to those of the Sepik. A tract of
incredibly rough unknown country, thirty miles wide, lay across

their path.

By May, 1927, Champion had befriended the people of Bolivip
and explored the Luap, Bol and Feneng (Fly), and Karius had explored
the Strickland and its tributary the Wangop, but lack of supplies,
illness and sheer weariness forced them back. They arrived back at

Port Moresby on 17th July, 1927.

A renewed attempt began from Port Moresby on 17th September.
They followed Champion?®s route of the earlier part of the year and
were welcomed by the friendly Angkeiakmin. Leaving Bolivip on 27th
November, 1927, they stood on the southern rim of the Upper Sepik
Basin four days later.

"Out into the bright sunlight we stepped to gasp at the

sight before us. We were standing on a small grass

plateau looking at what I thought was the most beautiful

sight that one could ever wish to see. Several thousand

feet below us was a great basin surrounded by mountains,

and through this basin, bordered by casuarina trees,

meandered a slow flowing stream. On a projecting rock

stood Tamgimara pointing to the valley and calling

'Wok Takin! Wok Takin? !" (Champion 1966:161).

Two days later they camped among the Telefolmin and Champion notes
(1966:172):

"Throughout our whole journey this Kelefomin plateau,
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at an altitude of 4,877 feet, was the only place we

saw where an aeroplane could land."

They did not stay but continued on through Telefolmin territory,
crossing the Elip (Donner/Gray) and.Fak (East or Clear). They crossed
the Sepik into Atbalmin territory, carrying Champion delerious from
a knee infection. The Atbalmin often fled from the aliens and the
Patrol sometimes had to raid gardens to supplement its own meagre

supplies.

In the vicinity of the Brucken (Din) River:-

"My bearers pointed out to me a tree with the marks of a
steel tomahawk in.it. It was the first sign we had seen
of the presence of steel tools. Possibly axes had been
left by the German expedition or handed through from
coastal tribes, and now, mno doubt, were treasured by

their owners in this stone-axe land." (1966:187).

On the 23rd December, 1927, the Patrol came out of the mountains
onto the flat forest country of the Sepik plain. They commenced
rafting down the Sepik on the 18th January, 1928, and the next day

met the "Elevela" near the October River junction.

A decade passed before the Telefolmin had their next visitors
(Campbell 1938). To investigate rumours of valuable mineral deposits
in the area embracing the Fly and Sepik headwaters, an expedition was
organised on behalf of American and British mining interests. The

leader was J. Ward Williams, accompanied by prospectors, Burke,

24.



25.

Kienzle and Korn, wireless operator Brown, aero-mechanic Savage, and
Stuart Campbell - pilot of the Sikorsky Amphibian. A second pilot,

Garden, joined them later.

After a good deal of aerial reconnaissance during 1935-36 it was
decided that a ground party would walk into the Telefolmin area from

the Fly River and select a site for an airstrip.

Burke, Korn and Kienzle left Base Camp on the Fly River and
after ten days, by canoe and on foot, established an advanced cahp
above Flint Island on the Fly. After further preparations they left
on 19th September, 1936, received an airdrop of rice at Bolivip and
another on the north side of the Hindemburgs. By October 20th they
were established on the swampy plateau of the Telefolmin area and

commenced work on an airstrip.

Six days later Campbell landed on a narrow strip 40 yards wide
and 400 yards