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Foreword
National parks are eminently cultural, a fact that is obvious to those
working in fields like history and heritage. The value of this present
collection of essays is that it demonstrates to a broader readership, in
park-based case studies, just why and how this is so. There was a time, of
course, when the uncleared, un-farmed parts of New South Wales were
– or at least seemed to be – wide open to those who wanted to stroll in
the bush, camp below the banksias on a quiet beach, or watch kangaroos
browsing in the late afternoon sunlight. These days, such experiences
will almost inevitably take place in a national park. The young historians
who make up the majority of the contributors to this volume show us
how this shift has occurred. They also show how, along the way, the
national park experience became inextricably tangled up in the way we
imagine Australian nature, the way we define the national character, the
ways in which we think about and experience fire, camping, and a range
of other things.
These essays will prove to be an important resource for present and
future scholars of environmental and recreational history. But there is
so much between these covers which is surprising, intriguing, amusing
and thought provoking that I hope the volume will also find its way into
the hands and backpacks of ordinary campers and indeed anyone who
remembers a good time in a national park.
Denis Byrne
Office of Environment and Heritage NSW
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Caroline Ford grew up in Sydney’s southern suburbs, close to the
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and driving in the park, although her high school’s annual walk to
Audley is not one of them. Caroline completed her PhD on the history
of Sydney’s beach culture at the University of Sydney in 2008 and is
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the University of Sydney and his books include Inventing Australia, The
Oxford book of Australian travel writing, On holidays: a history of getting
away in Australia and Symbols of Australia. He is currently researching
the emergence of the past as a tourist destination in Australia.

