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Appendix 3: Star Magnitudes

Magnitude is concerned with a star’s apparent brightness, not its real
luminosity. The scale works so that the more brilliant the star, the lower
its magnitude. Thus the very bright stars are of magnitude 1, magnitude
2 is fainter, magnitude 3 is fainter still. Stars below magnitude 6 are
usually invisible to the naked eye even on a very dark night. The mea-
surements of magnitude have been devised according to a logarithmic
scale. Thus a star of magnitude 1.0 is exactly a hundred times as bright
as a star of magnitude 6.0.

Magnitudes, starting from zero, are roughly as follows:

Extremely bright stars such as Capella in Auriga and Vega in
Lyra.

Very bright stars standing out against their neighbours.
Conventionally, any star brighter than magnitude 1.5 is said to be
‘first magnitude’. There are only 21 of them.

Moderately bright stars.

Fainter stars able to be seen in conditions of moonlight or mist.
Very faint stars that can be concealed by moonlight.

Stars too faint to be seen unless the sky is dark and clear.
Faintest stars visible with the naked eye only under extremely

good viewing conditions.

Venus, the morning and evening star, and the most brilliant of the

planets have a magnitude of -4. There are only four stars with magni-
tudes below zero: Sirus (-1.4), Canopus (-0.7), Alpha Centauri (-0.3)
and Arcturus (-0.4). On this scale, the Sun’s magnitude is almost -27.
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Appendix 4: Australian Aboriginal Groups and
Communities mentioned in the text®

Adnyamatana SA
Alawa NT
Andagarinja SA
Anmatjara NT
Anula NT
Arabana SA
Aranda NT
Bagundji NSW
Bibbulmun WA
Booandik SA
Boorong Vic
Dharamba NSW
Dieri NT
Djambarbingu NT
Djara WA
Djauan NT
Gagadju NT
Galbu NT
Gullibul NSW
Gundungurra NSW
Gunwinggu NT

1 There are many alternate spellings throughout the literature
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Jajauring NSwW
Jaralde (Yaraldi) SA
Jupagalk NSW
Kamilaroi NSW
Karadjeri WA
Karruru SA
Koko-yalunyu Qld
Kukatja (Gugadja) WA
Kulin Vic
Kurnai Vic
Kuurn kopan noot Vic
Kwadju Qld
Kwaimbal NSW
Lardil NT
Lunga WA
Luritja (Loritja) NT
Mandalbingu NT
Mara Vic
Meenamatta SA
Meriam Qld
Moil NT
Moporr Vic
Mowanjum WA
Mudbara NT
Mukjarawaint Vic
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Murinbata NT
Needwonee Tas
Ngadadjara WA
Ngadjuri SA
Ngalia NT
Ngeumba NSW
Ngulugwongga NT
Njangomada WA
Nyoongah WA
Nyulnyul WA
Pilbara WA
Pintupi (Pintubi) NT
Pirt kopan noot Vic
Pitjantjatjara NT/SA
Plangermairrener Tas
Pydurrerme Tas
Tiwi NT
Wailwun NSW
Walbiri NT
Wandandia NSW
Wiilman WA
Wolmeri WA
Wongaibon NSW
Wongyr WA
Wotjabaluk Vic
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Wumbaio NSW
Wuradjeri NSwW
Ya itma thang Vic
Yaoro WA
Yarra Vic
Yarralin NT
Yolngu NT
Yualarai NSw
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