Brief.

My building is a shopping centre in Isfahan. 

I have identified my grid as a commercial area because of the presence of several outdoor car parks and a nearby main road as shown on Google Earth. 



My building consists of three shopping levels and a car park level. 

The overall building is meant to resemble an opaque black box within a larger translucent box. 



Behind my design is a desire to create a building that would symbolise the westernisation of the Middle East through globalisation and an increasing military presence. 

In comparison to the Middle East, the western world seems very artificial and unnatural (e.g. high rise buildings and lack of nature in many major western cities). This artificiality is brought out in my building’s design and, specifically, in the sense that the building has a very orthogonal appearance.

Furthermore, my research of Irani people and culture leads me to conclude that they are an elegant people. Accordingly, I have decided that my shopping centre would sell high brow products such as jewellery and designer clothing. There would not be a supermarket or Kmart.









	
The building has three means of circulation between floors: an elevator that runs through every floor; escalators throughout the building and ramps between levels 1 and 2 and levels 2 and 3. There will be an opening in the middle of Level 1through which the escalators run. This opening extends upwards through the entire building as are the escalators. Although only four levels, customer comfort and access will need to have a high priority.




Levels 1 and 3 make use of glass panelling for its walls and exposed ceilings. This extensive use of glass gives a sense of both space and some elegance. Level 2, on the other hand, uses black walling thus making it stand out as being even more exclusive. I intend to use this area for the higher end stores such as jewellery and antiques. 

A major issue with construction in Iran is the climate. Temperatures in Isfahan can range from -5 to 35.5 (Celcius). Having a glass panel rooftop makes this issue a critical one – how to maintain the feel of the building and yet not have to compromise too much when allowing for temperature variations.



















My solution has been to place a further roof/cover over the glass rooftop thus assisting with temperature control whilst maintaining substantial natural lighting. Two large panels cover (at a distance) the level 3 rooftop with a slight overhang. These panels would face east-west to allow for the rising and setting of the sun. They are connected to a frame on either side which meets each panel along its middle. This frame allows for the two panels to tip back and forth like a see-saw so that they can block direct sunlight by moving with the path of the sun. The panels are white so as to reflect the sun. Between the airflow and the panels, the building’s temperature can be more easily regulated. The process can be reversed to allow the sun to warm the building during the colder months of the year.
.
