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Dr Harry Cooper

Camden

Professor Leo Jeffcott, currently Dean 
of Cambridge University Veterinary 

School in the UK, is the new Dean 
of the University of Sydney Faculty of 
Veterinary Science.

Deputy President Mr Martin Chimes is one of the longest-serving 
members of the Executive Committee. As well as his unswerving 
commitment to the Faculty and Foundation, Martin is renowned 
for the loyal attendance at board meetings of his two Jack 
Russell terriers. A chartered accountant, he invests in property, 
private and public companies and was Chief Executive Ofcer 
of Corporate Express Limited, Australia’s largest listed Ofce 
Supplies company. 

Visit our website for information about all VSF Board members 
and the Foundation’s governance: 
www.vetsci.usyd.edu.au/Foundation. 

The Veterinary Science 
Foundation’s Annual General 

Meeting, held in late April, saw 
leadership changes and 
new faces join the Executive 
Committee, the Foundation’s 
hard-working volunteer Board. Our 
newly elected President is 
Ms Deborah Smithers. Deborah, 
who has a legal background and 
has been a partner in two national 
law rms, is National Head of Board 
Advisory Services at KPMG and leads 
a team of advisers who work with 
individuals and boards from some 
of Australia’s most prestigious and 
well-known organisations. She has 
a strong commercial and legal 
background encompassing an 
extensive knowledge of commercial 
practice and business structures and 
an appreciation for nance, marketing 
and human resource issues. 
Deborah has been involved with the 
VSF for a number of years, both as 
Chair of the Events Committee and 
then as Board member. She says 
despite other not-for-prot opportunities 
she decided to focus her energies on 

New VSF Board members are Mr James Balfour (nancial 
management), Dr John Culvenor (alumnus, North Shore 
Veterinary Specialist Centre), Mr Roger Perkins (Chief 
Executive of the Royal Agricultural Society (RAS) of NSW), 
Ms Anne De Salis (Group Executive, Corporate Culture and 
Communications, MBF), Mr Tony Thirlwell (Executive Director 
of the NSW Division of the Heart Foundation).

new dean

studied in London, and held senior positions at Sweden and 
Melbourne Universities before taking his post at Cambridge 
in 1991.  
Prior to commencing his new role on 1 October this year, 
Professor Jeffcott will visit the Faculty to deliver the 2004
J D Stewart Address and participate in the 2004 Partner 
Practice Conference on Friday 9 July. 
(see www.vetsci.usyd.edu.au/Foundation/media_news.php)

Professor Jeffcott has had a distinguished 
career, particularly in the eld of equine  
medicine and surgery. He originally  

the VSF: “I am passionate about the health and welfare of 
animals, and I also value the Foundation’s connection with youth 
and education through the University of Sydney”.

VSF in 2004

base of the 6,997m peak, Machhapuchhre, 
before heading back through magnicent
rhododendron forests to Pokhara. The 
trek was an extraordinary adventure, 
and World Expeditions staff, both in 
Sydney and Nepal, were highly 
professional and ensured the group 
was remarkably well fed and cared for, 
even at the most remote locations. 

world 
expeditions 
in nepal

The Foundation wishes to 
acknowledge the generosity of World 
Expeditions - the organisation donated 
$15,000 from the trek to the VSF.

The inaugural World Expeditions fundraising trek for the 
Veterinary Science Foundation took place in Nepal during 

March/April. Sixteen group members, mainly veterinarians, 
their families and a Foundation donor and client of the University 
Veterinary Centre Sydney, started their adventure in the Royal 
Chitwan National Park bordering India, spending time on elephant-
back seeking out wildlife such as the endangered one-horned 
rhinoceros and the Bengali tiger. Through Associate Professor Tony 
English, a special tour was organised to the elephant breeding centre 
in Sauraha and, in Kathmandu, the presentation of a highly informative 
talk by a senior member of the Nepal Department of National Parks 
and Wildlife Conservation.

The group headed north and over a period of 10 days, climbed in the 
Annapurna Conservation Area to 4,500 metres, nishing close to the

Mr Martin Chimes

The group’s highest 
campsite, 3,600m

Ms Deborah Smithers
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from the dean‛s desk

We want your feedback and contributions. 
Contact the newsletter team on email 

vsf@vetsci.usyd.edu.au, phone Jennie 
Churchill, Director of the VSF on 9351 8024, 
or Zara Gosson, VSF Project Coordinator, on 

9351 8026. 
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Acting Dean, 
Associate Professor 
Paul Caneld

Professor Paul Caneld, Acting Dean

At the recent Australian Veterinary Association 
Annual Conference held in Canberra, I had the 

opportunity to discuss with other Deans, members 
of the AVA Education Advisory Committee, Dr John 
Craven, Chair of the Veterinary Schools Accreditation 
Advisory Committee (VSAAC), and visiting overseas 
presidents of veterinary associations, the vexing 
matter of the establishment of new veterinary schools. 
The discussions were naturally animated and many 
concerns were raised. Australia already has a new 
veterinary school based at Wagga Wagga and it is 
highly likely that James Cook University will be given 
the nod to start one as early as 2005.

Australia is not alone in facing this challenge: new 
schools are planned for California, Alberta and the 
University of Nottingham. Given that the established 
veterinary schools and the veterinary professions have 
had little input into the process of establishing new 
veterinary schools, what type of relationship should 
develop in the years to come? It would be easy to simply 
ignore their existence, but what are the consequences of 
such an approach?

Australian graduates are highly valued throughout the 
world and it is important that this high standard at 
graduation is maintained: reputation is quickly damaged. 
New veterinary schools in Australia will need to be 
assisted and guided in producing high quality graduates, 
for all will join the present pool of Australian graduates. 
VSAAC will be playing its part through new guidelines 
for ongoing accreditation of new Australian veterinary 
schools. It is important that the veterinary profession and 
the established veterinary schools assist VSAAC in this 
quality assurance program to ensure Australia maintains 
its reputation for excellence in veterinary science.

Announced at the National 
AVA Conference in Canberra 

last week, Associate Professor 
Jennie Hodgson has received 
the 2004 Excellence in Teaching 
Award. The presentation will take 
place at the 2005 conference on 
the Gold Coast.

royal easter show 2004

Last month the annual Royal Agricultural 
Society’s Easter Show took place at Sydney 

Olympic Park. The Faculty has a long history of 
involvement in this major event and 2004 was 
no different with Year 3 and Year 4 students 
taking part in various veterinary-related 
activities (not to mention two entrants in the 
Showgirl competition!).

This year, for the rst time, the RAS and Faculty 
joined in a more formal initiative to educate 
Year 1 students on the role of veterinarians and 
students at the Show. RAS Council members, RAS 
veterinarian Dr Bill Howey, and Post Graduate 
Foundation Director, Dr Michele Cotton, together 
with RAS veterinarian Dr Mark Schembri, delivered 
lectures and organised a free visit for students 
to the Show to undertake Animal Husbandry and 
Partner Practice assignments.

2003 prize-winning veterinary undergraduates  
received their awards at an evening ceremony 

on 2 April.  The Chancellor, family, friends, Faculty 
staff and award sponsors joined students to celebrate 
their achievements.
See the full list of awards and their recipients overleaf.

Acting Dean Professor Paul Caneld 
with the 2003 prize-winners

student prize 
ceremony
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